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Trustees 
approve 
5% pay 
increase
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy school trustees approved a 5% pay in-
crease for teachers and hourly personnel, with 
all other personnel receiving 3% increases.

Trustees approved the raises at a special 
meeting Thursday.

The raise comes as the district continues to 
compete with other districts to fill vacancies 
in their respective teaching ranks.

The original proposal presented called for 
a 5% increase for teachers, a 4% increase for 
hourly employees and a 3% increase for all 
other employees. Superintendent Ken Gre-
gorski said the raises would give the district an 
approximately $11.5 million deficit. He said, 
however, that the budget was in development 
for trustee review and approval in August.

Trustee Rebecca Fox asked how much the 
deficit would grow if the hourly employees re-
ceived a 5% increase. Gregorski said the figure 
would be about $500,000, perhaps $600,000.

“If the board is comfortable with that, then 
I’m comfortable with that, too,” Gregorski 
said.

Superintendent Ken Gregorski cited 
several options to address the approximately 
$12 million deficit. These options range from 
increased class sizes at secondary campuses, 
elimination of the Katy instructional supply 
budget, reallocation of federal relief funds, 
budget reductions and selected program 
reductions.

KATY ISD

ANDY WOHLGEMUTH

A joint color guard team, comprised of members of the Katy Area VFW and American Legion, pose before a Memorial Day Posting of the Colors ceremony at Bass Pro Shops at Katy 
Mills Mall. Monday’s ceremony was one of many across Katy, Texas, and the nation, remembering those who died in the nation’s service. 

MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE

Local quiz 
bowl teams 
compete 
at national 
tournament
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Cinco Ranch and Taylor high 
schools joined 270 of the top 
high school quiz bowl teams at 
the Atlanta Marriott Marquis for 
the 2022 High School National 
Championship Tournament.

Quiz bowl is a competitive, 
academic, interscholastic activity 
for teams of four students. Quiz 
bowl teams use buzzers to answer 
questions about science, math, 
history, literature, mythology, 
geography, social science, current 
events, sports, and popular cul-
ture. The matches feature a blend 
of individual competition and 
team collaboration, since no indi-
vidual player is likely to be an ex-
pert in all subject areas. Participa-
tion in quiz bowl both reinforces 
lessons from the classroom and 
encourages players to develop 
new intellectual interests.

Cinco Ranch entered two of 
the 22 Texas teams competing at CITY OF KATY

Meredith Dang, a community planning practice leader with 
Kendig Keast Collaborative, speaks at a May 24 Katy city Council 
meeting. 

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy city leaders received an update on the 
city’s ongoing efforts to update its compre-
hensive plan that it plans to officially unveil 
next spring.

Meredith Dang, a community planning 
practice leader with Kendig Keast Collabora-
tive, gave a presentation on the city’s plan and 
the information to be used in developing it, at 
a May 24 special council meeting at City Hall. 
The city is working with Kendig Keast Collab-
orative, an urban planning consultancy, to 
update the plan.

Dang said the city has had a 41% average 

Katy city leaders 
hear report on 
comprehensive 
plan updates

See CITY, page A3

See QUIZ, page A3

See KISD, page A3

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The purpose of the Open 
Cross Prayer Park, which sits 
behind Katy Community 
Fellowship Church, 24102 
Kingsland Blvd., is to serve as 
a beacon of hope and prayer. 
That the park sits behind the 
church means it’s always open 
to all.

Following the May 24 mass 
shooting at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde, the prayer 
park hosted a vigil for the 19 
students and two faculty mem-
bers who were killed the next 
evening.

“I just felt we like we needed 
to pray for Uvalde and the 
situation going on there,” Tim 
Barker, Katy Community Fel-

“I just felt like 
we needed to pray 
for Uvalde and the 
situation going 
on there. We put 
together a little 
prayer service for 
that.” 

—Tim Barker, 
Lead pastor, Katy Community 

Fellowship Church

Katy’s Open Cross Prayer Park 
holds vigil following Uvalde shooting

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

The Open Cross Prayer Park offers an amphitheater-style spot 
(shown in foreground) for prayer services. 

The Open Cross Prayer 
Park, located behind 

Katy Community 
Fellowship Church, 

24102 Kingsland 
Blvd., features a 45-

foot open cross. 
GEORGE SLAUGHTER

See PRAYER, page A3
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RESULTS 
ARE 

COMING!

For more information, contact Susan Rovegno at publisher@katytimes.com or 281-391-3141

Results publish June 23rd
(available in print and

online at KatyTimes.com) 

WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS!Pol. Adv. Paid for by Judge Mike Engelhart Campaign which subscribes to the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices Act, George J. Engelhart, treasurer, P. O. Box 56386, Houston, TX 77256.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Orator’s podium
  5. UK-Netherlands gas
      pipeline
  8. Partner to “oohs”
12. African antelope
14. Indigenous Thai person
15. Monetary unit of Angola
16. Becomes less intense
18. Insurance mascot
19. Tech hub __ Alto
20. Actress Tomei
21. Airborne (abbr.)
22. Type of smart watch
23. Natives
26. Incompetent person
30. Rare Hawaiian geese
31. Unspoken relationships
32. Passports and licenses
      are two
33. Claw
34. Status quo
39. Mimic
42. Fur-lined cloak
44. Ancient foreigner
46. In an angry way
47. Ill-intentioned
49. Monetary unit of Serbia
50. S. American plant
51. One or the other
56. An alias for Thor
57. Gratuity
58. In a painful way

59. French commune
60. Promotional materials
61. Greek city
62. Assistant
63. Confederate general
64. Former NJ governor

CLUES DOWN
  1. Used by gymnasts
  2. “Luther” actor Idris
  3. Broad volcanic crater
  4. Not for
  5. Blur
  6. Tots
  7. Acted leisurely
  8. About the Alps
  9. Gets out of bed
10. Town in “The Iliad”
11. Welsh given name
13. Remove salt
17. Calvary sword
24. Mental disorder
      concerning body odor
      (abbr.)
25. Keeps a house cozy
26. Ballplayer’s accessory
27. Southwestern Russian city
28. Pro sports league
29. Congress investigative
      body (abbr.)
35. Stop standing
36. Utilize
37. Sign language

38. Famed ESPN broadcaster
      Bob
40. Being of central
      importance
41. Ruin environment
42. Dessert dish
43. Sea eagles
44. Fertilized
45. Jerry’s friend Benes

47. Indian river
48. Pass into a specified state
      or condition
49. Nocturnal rodent
52. A way to travel
53. Iron-containing
      compound
54. Ancient Greek City
55. NFL signal caller Matt

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

COMMUNITY

Climate action group to hold 
public seminar

Katy TX Climate Action, a group 
of Katy-area residents, is hosting 
a public seminar about climate 
change, and what local citizens 
can do to fight it. The group has 
regularly demonstrated at the I-10 
intersection and Katy Fort Bend on 
alternate Saturdays since October.

The seminar is set for 2 p.m. June 
11 in the meeting room at the Cinco 
Ranch Library, t the Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library, 2620 Commercial 
Center Blvd.

Precinct 4 Steve Radack 
Community Center announces 

summer kid’s activities
The Steve Radack Community 

Center, 18650 Clay Road, has an-
nounced its summer kid’s activities. 
Here is the schedule of events.

STEM and Robotics
Every Friday, June 10 to July 

29, 1–2:30 p.m.; Build skills, learn, 
engage in hands-on experience, 
make friends, and have tons of fun. 
For children 5 and older.

Kids Sewing Class
Mondays, June 13 to July 18, 

8–11 a.m.; Learn basic sewing 
techniques and how to use a sewing 
machine. Pick up a supply list at the 
center. For children age 8 and older.

Movie Day: “Sing 2”
Wednesday, June 15, noon–3 

p.m.; Enjoy popcorn, a drink, and 
a movie while you cool off indoors 
from the summer heat. For all ages.

Harris County Constables 
Precinct 5 K9 Demonstration

Wednesday, June 22, 10 a.m.–
noon; Check out the Precinct 5 
K9s in action at this educational 
demonstration. For all ages.

Foam Picture Frame
Wednesday, June 29, 10 a.m.–

noon; Create a fun frame to add to 
your bookshelf. Let’s create some 
memories. For kids 5 and older.

Movie Day: “Sonic 2”
Wednesday, July 13, noon–3 

p.m.; Enjoy popcorn, a drink, and 
a movie while you cool off indoors 
from the summer heat. For all ages. 

Bike Safety Rodeo
Friday, July 15, 10 a.m.–noon; 

Learn all the safety tips and tools 
needed to be an avid bike rider. 

Bikes and safety gear are required. 
For all ages.

Harris County Precinct 5 
Children and Teen Personal Safety

Tuesday, July 19, 10 a.m.–noon; 
Personal safety awareness class. All 
ages.

Forensic Science with Texas 
Department of Public Safety

Wednesday, July 20, 10 a.m.–
noon; Learn and explore behind-
the-scenes chemical and physical 
evidence with the professionals 
of the Texas Department of Public 
Safety. For all ages.

Watercolor Painting
Thursday, July 21 and 28, 10 

a.m.–noon; Show off your creativ-
ity and have fun using watercolor 
paint. All supplies provided for 
children 5-12.

Paper Plate Craft
Friday, July 29, 10 a.m.–noon; 

Enjoy a day of fun and creativity, 
making crafts using a paper plate. 
The possibilities are endless. For 
children 4-12. Adults must accom-
pany all children under 18. 

To register, get more informa-
tion or request special assistance, 
contact staff at 832-927-3000 or visit 
the website hcp4.net.

Timeless Travelers: Galveston 
Train Museum & Stewart Beach

Seniors 55+ are invited to join 

the Maud Marks Library’s Timeless 
Travelers program for a trip to Gal-
veston Train Museum. After lunch, 
spend a couple of hours relaxing on 
the beach. The bus will depart for 
Galveston at 9 a.m. June 15.

Registration runs May 25-June 1. 
Timeless Travelers is a program se-
ries promoting educational and cul-
tural enrichment for senior adults. 
Once a month we will be taking free 
bus trips across southeast Texas to 
experience its culture and history. 
The only requirement is that you 
are old enough to attend (55+). The 
Friends of the Maud Marks Library 
sponsors this series.

Cinco Ranch Branch Library 
announces children’s summer 

schedule
Fort Bend County Libraries’ 

Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620 
Commercial Center Blvd., presents 
a variety of children’s programs 
every month. These programs are 
free and open to the public. The 
library is unable to accommodate 
daycares and school groups at these 
activities.

Craft packets will be given out 
at the end of each program so 
children may take them home to 
enjoy.

Family Story Time takes place 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
beginning at 10:15 and 11:30 a.m., 
in the meeting room. Families 
with children of all ages will enjoy 

stories, songs and action rhymes. 
Programs dates are June 8, 9, 15, 16, 
22, 23, 29, and 30; this activity will 
NOT take place on June 1-2.

Pajama Night Story Time is on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6 p.m., 
giving families an evening option 
for the activities presented during 
the daytime. Program dates are 
June 7 and 21.

The school-age programs 
feature crafts, stories, and more 
for school-aged children entering 
grades 1-5 only. They begin at 2 
p.m. and 3 p.m. every Wednesday 
during the summer. Seating is 
limited; free tickets are required for 
admission and are available one 
hour before the activity.

The June schedule is as follows:
• June 1, no program.
• June 8, Oceans of Fun.
• June 15, Water Science.
• June 22, Magic School.
• June 29, Animated Stories & 

Crafts.
The Middle School Programs, 

which begin at 3 p.m. every other 
Thursday in the summer, are de-
signed for youth in grades 6 through 
8. The June schedule is as follows:

• June 16, Hour of Code: 
Coding AI for Oceans (reservations 
required).

• June 30, For the Birds.
For more information, or to 

register for the coding workshop, 
see the Fort Bend County Libraries 
website fortbend.lib.tx.us.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

PEXELS

Watercolor painting is among the activities set for the Steve Radack Community Center this summer. 

KEN BIELICKI

Katy TX Climate Action is holding a free seminar. 

LOOKING FOR  A PET, A JOB OR A HOME? CHECK OUT OUR CLASSIFIEDS! PAGE B4
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Don’t forget your emergency fund!
Are you ready for an unpleasant surprise?

A crucial component of both retiree and pre-retiree financial wellbeing is having enough 
money set aside to cover unanticipated expenses.

Although the pandemic did indeed generate greater awareness of the need for an accessible 
emergency fund, 75% of Americans in a recent survey admitted they have little to no money 
set aside. 

Having at least 6 months of emergency funds set aside can soften the financial and emotional 
impact of those events over which one has little to no control.  Be prepared and control your 
options! 

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization committed to a fully 
transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Meet Tim Davis, RICP®,
CLU, Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.

the national championship.
Aaryan Sagar captained 

the A team, which included 
Hayden D’Gama, Tamim 
Hasan and Dimitris Kala-
fatis.

Robbie Hahn, Ben Has-
sall, Arnav Joshi and Grace 
Park were on the B team.

Robert Diethrich 
coached the teams and was 
assisted by Ashley Miller 
and Matthew Smith.

Cinco Ranch A began 
the preliminary rounds 
with a four-game winning 
streak, in which it defeated 
Sparkman from Harvest, 
Alabama; Harker A from San 
Jose, California; Southside A 
from Greenville, South Caro-
lina; and Centennial A from 
Ellicott City, Md. It finished 
the preliminary rounds with 
a 7-3 record, which qualified 
for the playoffs.

Cinco Ranch B finished 
the preliminary rounds with 
a 4-6 record.

Cinco Ranch A played 
Strake Jesuit A from near 
home in round 15, suffering 
a 375-215 defeat.

There were some tense 
moments. The A team de-
feated Livingston from New 
Jersey by a narrow margin 
of 320-305 during round 6; 
suffered a narrow loss to the 
eventual champions, Detroit 
Catholic Central A from 
Novi, Mich., 340-330 during 
round 23; and suffered an-
other narrow loss to Thomas 
Jefferson Science & Tech B 
from Alexandria, Virginia, 
290-285 during round 26.

Cinco Ranch A spent 
three playoff games on the 
brink of elimination. It de-
feated White Station A from 
Memphis and Great Valley 
A from Malvern, Pa., before 
falling to Thomas Jefferson 
Science & Tech B from Alex-
andria, Va., ending its shot 
at the title.

Cinco Ranch B was on 
the brink of elimination 
when it defeated Edgewood 
from Merritt Island, Florida 
in round 7 to stay alive. Un-
fortunately, it lost to Grand 
Ledge from Michigan, end-
ing its shot at the playoffs.

The A team finished in 

tenth place.
Mitchell Shadden 

captained the Taylor team, 
which included Saanvi Mha-
tre, Isabella O'Connor and 
Egan Wang. Chris Harris 
coached the team.

Taylor was one of 22 Texas 
teams competing at the na-
tional championship. It fin-
ished the preliminary rounds 
with a 7-3 record, which 
qualified for the playoffs.

Taylor was on the brink 
of elimination when it 
defeated Edison from New 
Jersey in round 22 to stay 
alive. Unfortunately, it lost 
to Ladue from St. Louis, 
ending its shot at the title.

Shadden was honored 
as an All-Star for correct-
ly answering 115 tossup 
questions—26 of them for 
“power,” that is, so early as 
to earn extra points—in the 
preliminary rounds.

Taylor High School fin-
ished in 39th place.

The tournament cham-
pion was the A team from 
Detroit Catholic Central 
High School of Novi, Mich.

from page A1
QUIZ

growth by decade since 
1990. According to the U.S. 
Census, the City of Katy had 
a population of 21,894 in 
2020. In 1950, when the U.S. 
Census first reported Katy 
city figures, Katy had a pop-
ulation of 894. The city was 
incorporated in 1945.

The growth just within 
the city is one thing, but 
Dang said that many people 
look at the greater Katy area, 
and not just what is within 
the city limits. In a draft 
report accompanying her 
presentation, the greater 
Katy area’s population of 
about 375,000 people would 
rank ahead of Corpus Christi 
and Plano among Texas cit-
ies. Nationally, it would be 
larger than Cincinnati and 
Pittsburgh.

The population, at least 
within the city, tends to be 
older. Dang said 13.1% of 
residents are 65 years of age 
or older, according to the 
2020 Census. The median 
age is 39.5 years of age. This 
is a higher median age than 
the comparison communi-
ties, she said.

“There is no good or bad 
to these, but something to 
know,” Dang said.

The comparison com-
munities are Alvin (32.2), 

Dickinson (38.6), Friend-
swood (38.9), Lake Jackson 
(33.6) and Tomball (36.9). 
The metro Houston area 
(34.5) and the state overall 
(34.8) were also listed in the 
comparison.

More people bring more 
traffic. The Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
collects data on the Annual 
Average Daily Traffic, 
known as AADT, of select 
roadways. The most recent 
data is from 2020. The re-
port said the numbers may 
not be reflective of the most 
current local conditions, 
but they provide a sense of 
the area roadways that carry 
the highest traffic.

The report said that in 
addition to I-10 and its I-10 
feeder roads, the roadways 
in the city limits experi-
encing the highest AADT 
included:

• Katy-Fort Bend Road, 
just north of I-10, with a 
2016 AADT of 23,753. Just 
south of Franz Road, the 
2016 AADT was 17,439.

• FM 1463, south of King-
sland Boulevard, with a 2020 
AADT of 17,893 (and a 2019 
AADT of 23,500). Just north 
of I-10, the 2016 AADT was 
15,029.

• Pin Oak Road, just 

north of I-10, with a 2016 
AADT of 15,075.

• Kingsland Boulevard, 
just east of Katy-Fort Bend 
Road, with a 2020 AADT of 
13,247.

In 2021, Dang said, the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation’s Crash Records 
Identification System re-
corded 1,058 wrecks inside 
the Katy city limits. She pro-
vided a heat map showing 
where most of those wrecks 
have occurred. They are:

• Katy-Fort Bend Road.
• U.S. 90.
• Pin Oak Road south of 

I-10.
• The intersection of Katy 

Hockley Cutoff Road and 
Clay Road.

• The intersection of 
Katyland Drive and 5th 
Street.

Dang said the Katy Police 
Department said it spends 
significant amount of time 
and resources responding to 
such wrecks.

More roads should help. 
Dang said the Texas De-
partment of Transportation 
plans to invest approximate-
ly $533 million on U.S. 90 
and I-10 in coming years.

The city is continuing to 
get public feedback on its 
plan.

from page A1
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lowship lead pastor, said. “We put together 
a little prayer service for that.”

Barker said that service drew about 35 
people. Barker said they prayed for com-
passion, remembering Scripture verses that 
say the Lord is close to the broken hearted, 
among others.

“We weep with those who weep,” Barker 
said.

The park itself is relatively new to Katy. 
Church officials dedicated it April 10, which 
was Palm Sunday. Barker said then-Mayor 
Bill Hastings, Police Chief Noe Diaz, and 
other city officials and law enforcement 
officer joined in the ceremony and prayers.

Barker said the park was partially 
inspired by, but not modeled after, the 
Coming King Foundation prayer garden 
in Kerrville. For one thing, the open cross 
in Kerrville is 77 feet tall. The open cross in 
Katy is 45 feet tall.

The prayer park also features plaques scat-
tered around the park. Each plaque quotes a 
verse from one of the Bible’s 66 books.

Barker said he had been thinking about 
creating such a park for some years. He 
said when he was in college at Oklahoma 
Panhandle State University, he had a senior 
class project in which he began envisioning 
what such a prayer park might look like.

The park is open but is still undergoing 
some construction, Barker said.

“It’s open to the public at any time,” 
Barker said. “We don’t have all of the light-
ing done yet, but we’re working on getting 
that done. We should have it done in the 
next month or so. We want to make it more 
available to walk in the evenings with lights. 
There is some lighting now, but all the 
places we want are not lit up yet. It’s open 
for the Katy community anytime anyone 

would like to come and pray.”
The park has drawn attention from 

outside the Katy area, Barker said.
“We have had just a lot of very positive 

comments,” Barker said. “We had people 
from all around the country, RVers from all 
around the country. It’s become a destina-
tion place. We’ve had over 50 RVers in our 
parking lot, and they stay and go through the 
park. People have been blessed by it, and 
we’ve had opportunities to pray for them.”

Barker has been in Katy since 1987. Katy 
Community Fellowship Church began in 
2000. The church acquired the property and 
set aside the space on which the park sits 
in 2012.

“We’ve been a very community-oriented 
church,” Barker said. “We want this to be 
something for the Katy community. We 
believe prayer is the key to seeing spiritual 
revival and awakening across the nation. 
We are trying to be a praying community, 
and that’s the purpose of the park.”

from page A1
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GEORGE SLAUGHTER

The Open Cross Prayer Park features 66 markers like the 
one shown here. Each marker quotes a verse from one of 
the 66 books in the Bible. 

Trustee Victor Perez 
seemed comfortable with 
the extra raise for the hourly 
personnel.

“If we’re comfortable 
with $11.5, we should be 
comfortable with $12,” Perez 
said. “If not $12, then we’re 
not comfortable with $11.5.”

Fox was pleased with the 
pay raise proposal. “It’s a great 
improvement from the 3% we 
discussed last time,” Fox said. 
“Five percent is better.”

Teacher retention and 
compensations have long 
been issues for school 

districts across the nation. In 
Katy, trustees had planned 
to decide the matter at 
their May 16 meeting. At 
that meeting they were 
presented with a proposal 
to increase salaries by 3% 
across the board.

At that meeting, Fox 
asked if the vote could be 
delayed, citing a desire for a 
larger increase, along with 
more numbers and analy-
sis. Board President Greg 
Schulte said the vote could 
be delayed. However, he 
said Gregorski had told him 

that it was customary for 
teachers, who are leaving for 
the summer, to know what 
they could expect when they 
return to school this fall.

Given the timing, Schulte 
proposed—and trustees ap-
proved—a subcommittee to 
consider various for board 
approval at Thursday’s 
meeting. Schulte said having 
the subcommittee working 
with Gregorski and his staff 
to identify and evaluate sala-
ry increase options would be 
faster than doing so in a full 
board meeting.

from page A1
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Kathryn “Kathy” Louise 
Reichert Powell, 77, passed 
away on Saturday, May 
28, 2022.  She was born 
on September 9, 1945, in 
Marlin, Texas, to the late 
Oscar Reichert and Sybil 
Faulkner Reichert of New 
Baden, Texas.  Kathryn’s 
sister is Barbara Reichert 
Hanks of Franklin, Texas, 
and Kathryn is preceded 
in death by her brother Dr. 
Oscar Michael Reichert 
of Mt. Pleasant, Texas.  
Kathy grew up in a very 
hardworking and loving 
home involved with raising 
commercial chickens, tur-
keys and beef cattle, a huge 
garden, and home-cooked 
meals.  She was very 
involved in First Baptist 
Church New Baden where 
she played the piano for 
many weddings, funerals, 
and special events.  Kathy 
was Valedictorian of her 
graduating senior class, 
Drum Major, and Featured 
Twirler at Franklin High 
School in 1963.   She at-
tended and graduated from 
The University of Texas at 
Austin with a Bachelor of 
Science in Home Econom-
ics in 1967.  Kathy was a 
University of Texas Navy 
Sweetheart and Bluebon-
net Belle Nominee in 1966.  
She met and married Je-
rome “Jerry” Lee Powell of 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida, 
when they both attend-
ed University of Texas at 

Austin and met on a blind 
date to a Military Ball.  
They married on January 
29, 1967, and they have 
been married for 55 years.  
Kathy designed and sewed 
all of her gowns for her 
college and post-college 
Naval events and she even 
sewed and beaded her own 
wedding dress.  Kathryn 
was a very talented pianist, 
seamstress, and cook.  She 
managed an immaculate 
household for many years 
and raised two daughters, 
Kimberly Powell Hinsley 
and Jennifer Powell Storz.  
Kathy and Jerry lived in 
Austin, Texas; Oakland, 
California; Patuxent River, 
Maryland; Baytown, Texas; 
Katy, Texas; and most 
recently in West Houston.  
Kathy was a founding 

and active member of St. 
Peter’s United Methodist 
Church in Katy, Texas.  For 
many years, she regularly 
attended weekly Sunday 
School, she taught Vaca-
tion Bible School when her 
girls were younger and she 
participated with United 
Methodist Women.

Kathryn is survived by 
her spouse, Jerome “Jerry” 
Powell and her daughter 
Kimberly “Kim” Lynn Hins-
ley of Panorama Village in 
Conroe, Texas, and Kim-
berly’s daughters Kristina 
Lauren Lazzari of Houston, 
Texas, and Alexis Elizabeth 
Hinsley and Kathy is also 
survived by her daughter 
Jennifer Powell Storz and 
her husband David “Dave” 
Storz of Edna, Texas, and 
her grandson Josef Re-
ichert Storz.  

Kathryn’s funeral service 
will take place on Saturday, 
June 4 at 1:00 pm at First 
Baptist Church New Baden, 
3663 New Baden-Mt. Pleas-
ant Road, Franklin, Texas 
77856 and will be officiated 
by Brother Freddy Burden.  
Her burial at the New Baden 
Cemetery will immediately 
follow the service. In lieu 
of flowers, please send me-
morial gifts to First Baptist 
Church New Baden, P.O. 
Box 26, New Baden, Texas 
77870 or the New Baden 
Cemetery, P.O. Box 133, New 
Baden, Texas 77870.

KATHRYN LOUISE 
REICHERT POWELL

1945-2022



Hollywood makes iconic 
catch phrases seem easy.

Whether it’s 
McGarrett’s “Book ‘em, Danno” or 
Vizzini’s “Inconceivable!” in “The 
Princess Bride,” we take them for 
granted.

But there is a dismaying 
amount of trial and error behind 
the relative handful of utterances 
that fully capture the public 
consciousness.

For example, the magisterial 
“Make it so” of Captain Jean-Luc 
Picard in the “Star Trek” universe.

Early versions of Picard’s 
command included “That’s what 
SHE said,” “Pretty please with a 
Romulan cherry on top” and first 
runner-up “That’s the way…uh huh 
uh huh…I like it…That’s the way…”

It’s not just fictional characters 
and celebrities (forgive the 
redundancy) who are known by 
their word choice.

What are the phrases that 
your friends, relatives and 
acquaintances know YOU by?

Don’t feign ignorance. Many 
catch phrases are quite deliberate. 
One of my co-workers customarily 
answers inquiries about his 
wellbeing with a cheerful “Hangin’ 
in there like a hair in a biscuit.” (Is 
it mere coincidence that the local 
unemployment rate for bald bakers 
has dropped to zero?)

He and I fondly remember a 
customer named Caneer, who 
drove a truck emblazoned with 
the encouraging motto “Never 

fear – Caneer is here.” (With today’s 
fuel prices, Mr. Caneer would 
undoubtedly have added, “You 
push, and I’ll steer.”)

A sincere “Lord willing” tacked 
on at the end of a declaration 
of one’s intentions is certainly 
commendable, although some 
people overdo it. After the 
umpteenth round of “I’m going 
to open my desk drawer, Lord 
willing, and get you a paper clip, 
Lord willing,” the Almighty is likely 
to dispatch an archangel to “give 
him a three-day-pass armband, for 
cryin’ out loud!”

Other speech patterns 
are unconscious. And self-
contradictory. “Imagine that!” isn’t 
exactly the epitome of imagination. 
(“Let me get a pulley -- so you 
can hold up your end of the 
conversation!”)

We pepper our dialogue with 
a lifetime accumulation of movie 
quotes, fourth-generation family 
sayings, stalling techniques (“Like, 
good, you know what I mean, 
morning --and stuff”) and similar 
verbiage. And sometimes we’re not 
the most scintillating folks to be 
around.

Admit it: you’ve found yourself 
dreading the tag team of “So I 
said to myself, ‘Self…’” Guy and “If 
I’m lyin’, I’m fryin’” Guy.” (“Self, 
see if you can ease out the back 
way. Oops. I didn’t mean to bump 
into you, ‘Workin’ hard or hardly 
workin’?” Guy. Are you and ‘I’m 
not one to gossip, but…’ Lady still 
an item?”)

I remember one dearly 
departed codger who habitually 
interrupted speakers with nods 
and grunts of “I know it, I know it.” 
It took a little of the wind out of his 
sails when a speaker reached his 
breaking point and demanded to 
know, “If you already know it, why 
am I having to explain it to you???”

Don’t get me started on the 
expletives (mild and spicy) that 
flow freely based purely on muscle 
memory. (“Whoa! I didn’t realize 
how much my swear jar was 
starting to look like Fort Knox.”)

Honestly, as a wordsmith, I am 
self-conscious about my speech. I 
often bite my tongue, count to 10 
and strive to scrub my greetings, 
prayers and responses clean of 
clichés and verbal crutches.

It’s not an easy path, but that’s 
the way uh huh uh huh I like it…

Wait! Are you reading hard or 
hardly reading?

Hello? Houston, we have a 
problem.

Danny Tyree welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.com 
and visits to his Facebook fan page 
“Tyree’s Tyrades.”
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Do you have a personal catchphrase?

Should you invest in the 
stock market now or wait?

That is the tough 
question the money experts are 
discussing.

Stock prices continue to fall 
and NASDAQ.com says what’s 
“Even more unnerving is that 
nobody knows how long this 
downturn will last or how 
far prices will fall before the 
market bottoms out and starts 
to recover.”

“Unnerving” is well put.
I have a modest little nest egg 

that I want to invest in stocks, 
but I don’t have the stomach to 
see it shrink if the market keeps 
dropping—even though I know 
my egg will eventually grow in 
the long term.

I don’t pretend to under-
stand the many factors that 
cause the stock market to rise 
and fall and this economics 
stuff has always confused me.

At Penn State, my economics 
professor thought I was a fool.

Purcell: A rapidly-growing 
economy is good, sir, because 
then we can all get rich!

Professor: Rapid growth 
causes inflation, you nitwit!

Purcell: Low unemployment 
is terrific because that means 
everyone gets to have a job!

Professor: Low unemploy-
ment can cause wage pres-
sures, which causes inflation, 
you goof!

Believe it or not I got a B-plus 
in the class. To every question, 
I simply gave the opposite 
answer to the one I thought was 
correct.

Today’s global economy 
is really confusing to me. 
Everything is hopelessly linked 
together in ways even the 
geniuses don’t really compre-
hend.

Inflation is out of control in 
the USA thanks to government 
debt and spending, so the Fed-
eral Reserve will raise interest 
rates to quell it, which could 
cause the economy to slow 
down, which can hurt the stock 
market—or something like that.

A dictator invades Ukraine, 
which is causing a fertilizer 
shortage, which is causing food 
prices to soar because farmers 
are seeing smaller crop yields—
or something like that.

All I know for sure is that 
American cars are built with 
motors made in Mexico, bum-
pers made in Brazil, ignition 
systems made in Taiwan—and 

then they're assembled in 
Canada.

You want an American car, 
buy a Honda. They make those 
in Columbus, Ohio.

And all this interweaving 
of international investment 
means anything that happens 
anywhere in the world can 
make or break our stock mar-
ket, which will impact the day I 
can finally retire.

We’re now flirting with an 
official bear market, a period 
in which stock prices decline 
by 20% or more from a recent 
peak.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average is only off 15%, but 
the tech-heavy Nasdaq index 
is down 30 percent from its all-
time high.

And the S&P 500, which is 
considered a barometer of the 
health of corporate America, 
briefly fell into bear territory 
last week before recovering 
slightly.

NASDAQ.com wisely sug-
gests that people nearing retire-
ment age may want to hold 
off on retiring for a little while 
because bear markets can be 
especially painful to retirees 
trying to live off their shrinking 
stock portfolios.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ports the S&P 500 has declined 
an average of 36% during bear 
markets going back to 1929, 
so things could still get much 
worse.

In any event, here’s what’s 
unnerving to me:

Depending on how well I 
invest now, I’ll either spend 
my retirement years flipping 
burgers or sipping toddies at 
a Caribbean resort—and I’ll 
probably end up doing both.

So what is my investment 
plan?

If I ever determine what the 
heck the correct one is, I’ll fol-
low my Penn State economics 
wisdom and make the opposite 
investment.

Tom Purcell is an author and 
humor columnist for the Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review. Email 
him at Tom@TomPurcell.com.

A bear of a 
stock market
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Katy ISD student wins $10,000 
Science Olympiad scholarship

Seven Lakes High School senior 
Stephanie Wang was recently an-
nounced as one of five high school 
seniors in 
the country 
to receive a 
$10,000 Sci-
ence Olympi-
ad Founders’ 
Scholarship. 
This scholar-
ship award 
recognizes 
the outstand-
ing academic 
achievement of students, their 
character and their contributions to 
their community.

At the start of the pandemic, 
Wang addressed the spread of 
misinformation by writing Epide-
miology Unmasked, a textbook 
explaining infectious disease 
outbreak investigations that has 
since been recognized by the United 
States Congress. Her subsequent 
campaign, Project Unmasked, is an 

initiative to promote public health 
literacy in communities, and has 
reached 70,000 people and taught 
over 4,000 students via online 
resources and curricula.

“When the world came to a 
standstill because of a worldwide 
pandemic, Stephanie took this op-
portunity to educate the community 
on this concerning infectious dis-
ease,” Seven Lakes High School Prin-
cipal Kerri Finnesand said. “I could 
say that Stephanie will go places and 
she’ll discover new things and will 
end up saving lives, but she’s already 
doing those things.”

“I aspire for a career at the inter-
section of medicine, research and 
public policy – a unique combina-
tion forged from my early explora-
tions in Science Olympiad,” Wang 
said. She will take her studies to 
Harvard University this fall, where 
she plans to study both Molecular & 
Cellular Biology and Government.

Dr. Gerard Putz, Sharon Putz and 
Jack Cairns founded the Science 
Olympiad Program nearly four de-
cades ago. Each year, the winners of 
the Founders’ Scholarship embody 

service, diligence and a passion for 
science.

Katy ISD provides free 
summer meals for kids

This summer, Katy ISD contin-
ues its commitment to ensuring 
all children in the Katy area have 
access to healthy, well-balanced 
meals through the summer meals 
program. From May 31-July 28, des-
ignated Katy ISD schools will begin 
offering breakfast and/or lunch at 
no cost for kids 18 and younger.

Here is the schedule:
• Morton Ranch Junior High, 

May 31-July 14: No breakfast, lunch 
from 9:30-11 a.m.

• Schmalz Elementary, June 
6-30: Breakfast from 7:30-8:20 a.m., 
lunch from 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

• West Memorial Elementary, 
June 6-30: Breakfast from 7:30-8:20 
a.m., lunch from 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

• Stockdick Junior High, June 
6-July 21: No breakfast, lunch from 
9:30-11 a.m.

• Mayde Creek High (Ninth 
Grade Campus), June 6-July 28: No 

breakfast, lunch from 9:30-11 a.m.
• Opportunity Awareness Center 

(OAC), June 14 only: Breakfast from 
7:30-8:15 a.m., lunch from 10:30 
a.m.-noon.

“Summer meals will consist 
of a hot breakfast and/or lunch, 
which will be served in the school 
cafeteria area,” Donna Pittenger, the 
district’s nutrition and food service 
executive director, said. “All meals 
must be eaten on the campus and 
parents are welcome to purchase a 
meal to enjoy with their children.”

Children must be present to 
receive a meal and identification is 
not required.

Katy ISD students commit to 
prestigious colleges during 

Fine Arts Signing Day
Katy ISD hosted its annual Fine 

Arts Signing Day on May 15 in recog-
nition of students who will be con-
tinuing a post-secondary education 
in visual and performing arts. This 
year, more than 80 Katy ISD students 
will be pursuing a fine arts major, 24 
have opted to earn a fine arts minor 

and an additional 131 students are 
continuing in non-degree fine arts 
courses or activities.

In total, over $2.7 million in 
scholarships were awarded to Katy 
ISD fine arts students who will be 
initiating their careers this fall.

“Congratulations to these stu-
dents,” Damon Archer, the district’s 
fine arts executive director, said. 
“The vision of the fine arts depart-
ment is to inspire lifelong engage-
ment in the arts. As a district, we 
know we are supporting that vision 
when we see the commitment, 
dedication and the hard work these 
students have shown in their desire 
to continue in the arts.” 

Katy ISD fine arts students con-
sistently demonstrate the ability to 
be involved in all areas of educa-
tion which include athletics, clubs 
and other after-school activities. 
Thirty-one of the students recog-
nized during the annual event are 
also graduating in the Top 10 of their 
respective classes, further demon-
strating the connection between fine 
arts and academic achievement.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894

ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS
 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404

PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

832-913-3705 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

taxss.com info@taxss.com                281-578-1040

Call us for a FREE 15-min consultation.
We solve tax problems.

Tired of paying too much? We can help!

EDUCATION BRIEFS

STEPHANIE
WANG

TRIBUTE

Louis Trant Jordy, 
beloved husband, father, 
brother, and friend, passed 
away on May 19, 2022, in 
Santa Marta, Columbia, 
where he had been living 
with his loving wife Ruth 
Lopez Jordy for the past year.

Memorial services were 
held on May 25, 2022, at 
Peace Gardens in Santa 
Marta, Columbia, where he 
was laid to rest.

Louis was born in Santa 
Monica, California and later 
moved to Houston, Texas 
in 1971, but spent most of 

his life in the Katy and Sealy 
areas.  Before retiring, Louis 
worked as a Structural De-
signer for various oil and gas 
exploration and develop-
ment companies.

Louis loved both his and 
Ruth’s family.  He enjoyed 
the outdoors, get-togethers, 
playing his guitar, and riding 
his motorcycle.  He will 
be dearly missed by all his 
family and friends.

Louis is survived by his 
wife Ruth Lopez Jordy of 16 
years; his daughter Sarah 
Jordy and partner, David Her-

nandez; his granddaughter, 
Logan; his son Aaron Jordy 
and partner, Jessica Kelly; his 
stepsons Creighton Holub 
and wife, Crystal; and Nicho-
las Holub and wife, Peggy.

Louis is also survived by 
his brother Tom Vaught and 
wife Rhonda; sister Kshanti 
Morris and husband Bob; 
along with numerous cous-
ins, nephews, and nieces.

His was preceded in 
death by his parents Louis 
and Anne Jordy and his 
sister Deborah Burge and 
husband Charles.

LOUIS TRANT JORDY
1953-2022
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1222 Park West Geen Dr.
Katy, Texas 77493

www.vibralifekaty.com

For more information please 
contact Shwanda Green  at 
346.762.6391 or 346.280.2911 or 
sgreen@vibralifekaty.com

Summer 
Admission 
Specials!
• Community Fee Waived

• 50% of 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
Month’s Rent

A TALE OF TWO SENATORS

BY ABBY LIVINGSTON
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON — A few hours 
after the Uvalde school shooting 
left 19 elementary schoolchildren 
and two teachers dead, U.S. Sen. 
Ted Cruz told a group of reporters 
that policies to restrict guns were 
off the table.

“That doesn’t work. It’s not 
effective. It doesn’t prevent crime,” 
he said.

He’s since done a string of other 
interviews that have inflamed the 
left and encouraged the right, chas-
tising Democrats and the media.

Meanwhile, Texas’ senior 
senator, John Cornyn, has taken 
a different route. He’s quietly, but 
openly, leading the party to work 
with some Democrats to pass 
bipartisan gun legislation — a role 
familiar to him as he has a track 
record of moving small pieces of 
gun policy into law in the wake of 
mass murders.

“I met with Sen. Cornyn this 
morning,” U.S. Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell told CNN. 
“As you know, he went home yester-
day to see the family members and 
begin the fact-finding of this awful 
massacre, and I have encouraged 
him to talk with Sen. [Chris] Mur-
phy and Sen. [Kyrsten] Sinema and 
others who are interested in trying 
to get an outcome that is directly 
related to the problem.”

“I am hopeful that we could 
come up with a bipartisan solu-
tion,” he added.

Sinema, from Arizona, is a 
Democrat with whom Republicans 
say they can trust in the deal-mak-
ing process. Murphy, from Con-
necticut, is the de facto Democrat-
ic leader on gun policy.

Both Cornyn and Cruz are top 
Senate recipients of gun industry 
political donations, per OpenSe-
crets.org.

And both senators were sched-
uled to attend the National Rifle 
Association annual convention in 
Houston May 27. Cornyn’s team 
told reporters he could no longer 
attend because of “an unexpected 
change in his schedule.” Cruz’s 
team did not respond to requests 
for comment about whether he 
would attend.

To be sure, Cornyn has touted 
an A+ rating with the NRA and has 
repeatedly voted with Cruz and 
other Republicans to stymie gun 
restriction legislation proposed by 
Democrats.

But in the decade since the 
shootings at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Newtown, Connecti-
cut, the two Texans have diverged 
in how they respond politically to 
shooting tragedies.

Ted Cruz
In the hours after the shooting, 

Cruz quickly started talking about 
the need for more resources to 
secure schools. It’s a cause he has 
chased almost since he first came 
to the Senate and one he revisited 
repeatedly in interviews in recent 
days.

Cruz argued on Fox News that 
if the funding he had proposed 
multiple times over the years in the 
School Security Enhancement Act 
had passed, the school would have 
had an armed officer monitoring 
the door.

“If those federal grants had 
gone to this school when that psy-
chopath arrived, the armed police 
officers could have taken him out,” 
Cruz said May 25.

On Wednesday afternoon, Cruz 
went to Uvalde Elementary School 
and gave an interview with report-
ers, lamenting that the school’s 
back door was unlocked.

“The killer entered here the 
same way the killer entered in 
Santa Fe, through the back door, 
an unlocked back door,” he said, 
noting that after the shooting at 
Santa Fe High School in 2018, he 
spoke with members of the com-
munity about the need to ensure 
entry points were minimized.

He later engaged with a 
reporter from British-based Sky 
News and blamed Democrats 
and the media for politicizing the 
shooting when asked about gun 
policy. Cruz began to walk away 
after the reporter asked him why 
the United States has such an 
outsized number of mass shoot-
ings compared with the rest of the 
world.

“You know, I’m sorry you think 

American exceptionalism is awful,” 
Cruz said. “You’ve got your politi-
cal agenda. God love you.”

John Cornyn
Cornyn, a former judge and 

state attorney general, is a close 
ally of McConnell. Until he was 
term-limited out of the post in 
2019, he served as the Republican 
Senate whip, meaning he long 
had his finger on the pulse of his 
conference members.

While not a favorite of Senate 
Democrats, he does have rela-
tionships with members on the 
other side, including Sinema and 
Murphy.

Sinema is a more junior sen-
ator, but she has enraged Demo-

crats for her insistence on keeping 
the filibuster in place.

Murphy won his first Senate 
race in November 2012. About a 
month after he won that race, the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting occurred in the House 
district he represented. That day 
defined his career to the extent he 
sometimes wears a Newtown jer-
sey when playing in the Congres-
sional Baseball Game.

The two men met today to initi-
ate conversations, and they have a 
productive history.

He and Cornyn worked 
together on the Fix NICS Act, 
which Cornyn helped author in 
the wake of the 2017 Sutherland 
Springs church shooting near San 
Antonio. The legislation, referring 
to the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System, was 
intended improve the system 
in order to prevent felons and 
domestic abusers from purchas-
ing firearms. The bill passed as a 
small section in a massive 2018 
spending bill.

Prior to that bill, Cornyn 
shepherded into law the Mental 
Health and Safe Communities Act, 
a piece of legislation that funded 
the screening and treatment of 
offenders with mental illness. Cruz 
backed that measure when it was 
added to a larger bill addressing 
innovation in medicine.

And after a 2017 mass shooting 
on the Las Vegas strip, Cornyn 
was a leading advocate in ban-
ning “bump stocks,” which allow 
semiautomatic guns to fire faster. 
President Donald Trump’s Depart-
ment of Justice banned the devices 

in 2018.
Cruz has not joined in with 

Cornyn’s approach. When Cornyn 
introduced his signature gun bill, 
the Fix NICs Act, he was able to 
wrangle 77 senators, including 
many Republicans, to sign on as 
co-sponsors. Cruz was not one of 
them.

What’s next
The center of these negotiations 

is the U.S. Senate.
The House already passed 

background check legislation this 
term, and according to a New York 
Times survey of senators, there is 
no path to get a House-passed bill 
through a Senate filibuster.

So far there is no sense of what 
a bill would address. Republi-
cans like McConnell say they will 
only support a bill that is directly 
related to the Uvalde shooting, and 
that investigation is ongoing and 
murky.

To pass anything, Senate Dem-
ocrats will have to consider how 
far they are willing to pare down 
their gun policy ambitions, which 
usually involve banning assault 
rifles and expanding background 
checks. At the same time, at least 
10 Republicans will have to decide 
how far they are willing to go in 
angering the base.

Cornyn has had success in the 
past at passing small gun measures 
that mostly avoid a significant far-
right backlash.

But the last time the Demo-
crat-controlled Senate went big on 
gun policy with legislation to re-
quire universal background checks 
in the aftermath of the Newtown 
school shooting, the entire legis-
lative push expired at the hands 
of a mostly Republican bloc that 
included Cruz and Cornyn.

It fell apart in such a painful 
way for Democrats that many on 
the Hill began to accept it was 
impossible to change gun policy 
without winning the 60 seats need-
ed to override a filibuster.

As for Cornyn, he telegraphed 
on the Senate floor Thursday that 
he intended to let the Uvalde in-
vestigation play out before making 
any significant moves.

“At this point, law enforcement 
is still investigating and piecing 
together the full story,” Cornyn 
said, indicating the specificity 
in his approach. “In the coming 
days I expect we will have better 
information about the shooter and 
his background and the circum-
stances that led to this senseless, 
brutal act.”

“Once it does, I’m eager to see 
whether there were any gaps that 
might have done something to 
make this attack less likely, that 
might have even prevented this 
attack from taking place.”

Cruz doubles down against gun regulation 
while Cornyn leads the Republican party in negotiations

JUAN FIGUEROA/THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

 In the decade since the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, U.S. Sens. Ted Cruz and John Cornyn have diverged in how 
they respond politically to shooting tragedies. 

“Once [more 
information is 
available], I’m eager 
to see whether there 
were any gaps that 
might have done 
something to make 
this attack less likely, 
that might have even 
prevented this attack 
from taking place.”

—John Cornyn, U.S. Senator

TEXAS

FOLLOW THE KATY TIMES ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE NEWS & SPORTS



CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Expires 6/30/2022.

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E

There’s a New Way to Replace your Air Conditioner!
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BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The past 12 months have 
been a whirlwind for Seth 
Davis.

After winning a state cham-
pionship as a sophomore, 
the Katy running back had 
offers rolling in from Division I 
programs, and since he waited 
to dive in to the recruiting 
process by focusing on football 
for his junior season, it made 
for a hectic few months after 
the season concluded where 
he visited as many programs as 
possible.

But through it all, Davis 
stayed the course and knew he 
would find his future home if 
he waited and stayed patient. 

That patience paid off on 
Monday, as Davis committed 

to Mississippi State University, 
committing to join a Bulldogs 
program that he said felt like 
home from the moment he 
stepped on campus.

“They were already treating 
me like family right when I 
got there,” Davis said. “I was 
welcomed like one of their own 
and it was just an awesome 
experience. All their running 
backs ame and greeted me and 
I could tell it was an environ-
ment I wanted to be in.”

Davis has already accumu-
lated over 4,000 yards and 28 
touchdowns rushing over the 
course of his two varsity sea-
sons, making it easy to see why 
programs like Mississippi State 
would be vying for his services 
at the collegiate level.

The junior picked the 
Bulldogs over The University 

of California, The University 
of Utah, The University of 
Missouri and Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. 

Davis had originally com-
mitted to Duke in March be-
fore reopening his recruitment 
to other schools.

“It’s been crazy,” Davis said. 
“It really was just doing a lot of 
research, trying to figure out 
what the best fit was and at the 
end of the day, that was Missis-
sippi State, I was really happy 
with everything there.”

In the Mike Leach offense 
at Mississippi State, running 
backs are required to do 
many different things and 
that’s a challenge that Davis 
is excited about. Running 
backs may not get as many 

Davis caps whirlwind year with commitment to Mississippi State

See DAVIS, page B3

Katy's Seth Davis rushes for a TD 
during a conference game between 
Katy and Morton Ranch at Legacy 
in Katy. 

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Tigers even 
series with 
Strake Jesuit 
on Laxton 
walk-off
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy seems to thrive in the eighth 
inning.

Last week, the Tigers advanced to the 
regional semifinals with a walk-off by 
Sutton Hull in the eighth inning of a game 
against Taylor. 

Less than a week later, Katy was at it 
again. As the Tigers went into extras with 
their season on the line once again.

Katy was up against Strake Jesuit and 
the Crusaders had taken the first game of 
the regional semifinal series 2-1, leaving 
Katy in a do or die situation in game two. 
Katy responded by taking the game into 
extras. 

It was Graham Laxton that played the 
part of hero this time, as the junior deliv-
ered a walk-off single to give the Tigers a 
3-2 win and take the series to a winner take 
all game three on Saturday.

“I was just looking to catch a barrel,” 
Laxton said. “It was a new pitcher that just 
came in so we hadn’t seen him too much, 
but my teammates did a good job telling 
me what to look for, I saw something over 
the plate and I’m just really glad I was able 
to get a barrel to it.”

Katy's Dominic Melchor (11) slides safely into third base 
for a triple during the fourth inning during a Region III-6A 
SemiFinals baseball game between Katy and Strake Jesuit 
at Mayde Creek High School, Friday, May 27, 2022.

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

See TIGERS, page B3

Katy falls to Strake Jesuit, 
ends season in semifinals
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy fought.
All season, all playoffs, all 

regional semifinals, the Tigers dug 
and found a way to keep moving forward 
and keep winning when they needed too.

The Tigers faced close calls each of 
their first three rounds of the playoffs, but 
managed sweeps in each round.

The Tigers suffered their first loss in the 
playoffs in the regional semifinals against 
Strake Jesuit, but again Katy showed that 
same fight, evening the series on Friday. 

But the Tigers’ magic ran out on 
Saturday, as they fell 2-1 to the Crusaders 
in game three of the regional semifinals, 
bringing the team's season to an end. 

But no matter how the team’s season 
came to an end, each and every player is 
proud of what they were able to accom-
plish.

“We are all just so proud of what we 
did,” said senior left fielder Jhonnatan 
Ferrebus. “Our pitchers were amazing 
all season, all playoffs, we got hits when 
we needed them, one through nine we 
counted on everyone, they held the rope 
and would hand it to the next guy if they 
needed to. We may not have won today 
but we played to win all playoffs and I’m 
just proud of everyone.”

The Tigers' pitching staff performed 
admirably in the matchup. Cole Kaase 

started and went 1.2 innings, allowing 
one run on two hits and two walks while 
walking three, before Nayden Ramirez 
came on in relief and pitched the final 4.1 
innings and allowed one run on four hits 
while striking out five. 

“We just needed one more bounce to 
go our way,” said Katy head coach Tom 
McPherson. “It was a good series, their 
pitching staff kept our bats in check and 

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy's Reese Ruderman (21) looks at the coach's signal to pass on to the pitcher during game three during the Region 
III-6A Regional SemiFinals at Jersey Village, Saturday May 28, 2022. Below, Katy's Parker Kidwell (2) dives for the ball 
during the fourth inning of the game.

See KATY, page B3
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Katy’s Harrison named District MVP
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy’s Cameryn Harrison was named 
the District 19-6A MVP for the 2022 softball 
season after a huge sophomore season in 
which she dominated both on the mound 
and at the plate.

The sophomore ace helped lead Katy to a 
district title and a regional semifinal appear-
ance, as a young Tigers squad became one of 
the best teams in Class 6A Region III. 

To go along with Harrison, Katy’s Kailey 
Wyckoff was named the defensive player of 
the year for the district in her senior season 
before joining Fresno State in the fall.

Cinco Ranch’s Amanda Croteau was 
named the district’s offensive player of the 
year after leading the Cougars to a regional 
quarterfinal appearance despite the team 
finishing fourth in district. Tompkins’ Katy 
Agiannidis was named the coach of the year 
in the district after guiding the Falcons to a 
second place finish in district and Taylor’s 
Kaelyn Lerma was named the newcomer of 
the year in the district. 

Seven Lakes' Amy Abke was named to 
the first team as a pitcher after leading the 
Spartans to a regional semifinal appearance 
while Tompkins’ Ashley Martinec was also 
named a first team pitcher. 

Cinco Ranch’s Shelby Hodge, Katy’s 
Haley Gore, Peyton Watson and Montgom-

ery Henderson, Taylor’s 
Sophie Jenkins and Kath-
erine Brunner, Tompkins’ 
Morgan Brown and Seven 
Lakes’ Dulce Franco 
and Tauryn Alexander 
were named first team 
infielders. 

Cinco Ranch’s 
Madison Rosario, Katy’s 
Ashtyn Reichardt and 
Erynne Castillo and 
Tompkins’ Megan Brown 
were named first team 
outfielders, while Mayde 
Creek’s Isabel Macias and 
Cinco Ranch’s Krista Burg 
were named first team 
utility players. 

Following is the full 19-
6A All-District team.

 
Distinct Awards

• District MVP: Cameryn Harrison, KHS
• Newcomer of the Year: Kaelyn Lerma, THS
• Defensive Player of the Year: Kailey 
   Wyckoff, KHS
• Offensive Player of the Year: Amanda  
   Croteau, CRHS
• Coach of the Year: Katy Agiannidis, OTHS

 1st Team Pitchers 
Amy Abke 11th SLHS
Ashley Martinec 12th OTHS
  

1st Team Infield
Shelby Hodge 12th CRHS
Haley Gore 9th KHS
Peyton Watson 10th KHS
Montgomery Henderson 9th KHS
Sophie Jenkins 12th THS
Katherine Brunner 11th THS
Morgan Brown 11th OTHS
Dulce Franco 9th SLHS
Tauryn Alexander 12th SLHS
  

1st Team Outfield
Madison Rosario 10th CRHS
Ashtyn Reichardt 10th KHS
Erynne Castillo 12th KHS
Megan Brown 11th OTHS 
 

1st Team Utility
Isabel Macias 12th MCHS
Krista Burg 12th CRHS
  

2nd Team Pitchers
Chela Kovar 11th CRHS
Lauren Socken 9th KHS
  

2nd Team Infield
Mariah Hinojosa 12th CRHS
Faith Piper 10th CRHS
Makinzie Stutts 12th SLHS
Avery Porter 9th KHS
Blakely Haynie 12th OTHS
Samantha Crumin 11th OTHS
Alexia Ruiz 9th MCHS
Mackenzie Paredez 12th MCHS
  

2nd Team Outfield
Allison Slaten 10th MRHS
Izzy Allen 10th THS
Emily Parks 12th KHS
Tayden Alexander 11th OTHS
Megan Kelly 12th SLHS
  

2nd Team Utility
Jiselle Lopez 10th MRHS
Alyssa Gonzalez 11th MCHS
  

Honorable Mention
Madison Burciaga 11 MRHS
Brynna Pate 12 CRHS
Kaitlyn Scribner 12 OTHS
Ashlee Piraneo 12 KHS
Haley Lance 12 KHS
Emma Wingate 11 SLHS
Debanhi Carrizales 11 MCHS
Madyson Rodriguez 10 MCHS
Arianne Hughes 9 THS

PHOTOS BY TYLER TYRE

 Kailey Wyckoff, left, watches after hitting a ball to left field during a game between Katy and Taylor at the Katy softball field. Krista 
Burg, above, hits during a area round game between Cinco Ranch and Heights at Memorial High School. 

Katy's Cameryn Harrison, above, was named District 19-6A's MVP for the 2022 season. Amy Abke, inset right, pitches during 
a bi-district round game between Seven Lakes and Ridge Point at the Ridge Point softball field.
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

www.athomedialysis.com
832-526-3338

- Staff Assist Dialysis/License Nurses
- Peritoneal Dialysis and Home Hemodialysis
- 1 on 1 Nursing Care
- HealthCare Team will come to you
- Bilingual staff/Spanish-speaking
- 24/7 on call team 
- All commercial insurance accepted Blue Cross Blue Shield,
  Aetna, Cigna, United Healthcare

DO DIALYSIS IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR HOME!

touches on the ground as 
in other programs, but they 
are heavily involved in the 
passing game and must be 
good blockers to help out 
in pass protection when 
needed. Davis has focused 
on improving himself over 
the offseason and spring 
practice to help in all areas.

“I’ve been trying to 
just work on everything in 
my game, get bigger, get 
stronger, gain extra weight 
to gain more tackles,” Davis 

said. “And then another big 
thing has been working on 
my speed and my core as 
well. It will help me run past 
people, get in the open field 
and the strength will help 
with my blocking.”

It was important to Davis 
to get the recruitment pro-
cess and his commitment 
done before the start of his 
senior season. He has set 
lofty goals for himself in his 
final high school season, 
wanting to rush for 3,000 

yards on the year and up his 
touchdown tally from his 
junior year. 

But for Davis, only one 
goal truly matters. 

“It was important for me 
to do this and get it done 
with before I went into sum-
mer and started the season,” 
Davis said. “It’s a relief, now 
the only thing I want to do 
is focus on Katy, focus on 
my team and help them go 
win another state champi-
onship.”

from page B1
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TYLER TYRE

Katy's Seth Davis celebrates after committing to play football at Mississippi State. 

Laxton led the way for 
the Tigers by going 2-3 at 
the plate and driving in 
two of the three Tigers runs 
while Katy’s pitching kept 
the team in it throughout. 
Caleb Koger started and 
went 4.1 innings, allowing 
two runs on three hits while 
striking out two before 
Brayden Powers came in 
and went 3.2 inning, strik-
ing out six and walking one 
without allowing a run to 
pick up the win.

“They both were so 
huge tonight,” Laxton said. 
“Caleb came in and pitched 
a really strong game and 
then Brayden came in and 
absolutely closed the door. 
The pitching has been great 
all year long and I trust our 
guys to get it done out there 
every single time.”

Strake Jesuit came 
out of the gates swinging 
and picked up their first 
run in the top of the first 
inning, getting a triple 
and a sacrifice grounder 
to make things 1-0. Koger 
bounced back not allowing 
the run over the next two 
innings, and Katy found 
its response in the third. 
Katy got a runner on in 
the third with a single by 
Parker Kidwell, who ended 
up advancing to second on 
a steal. Jhonnatan Ferrebus 
then tied the game on an 
RBI single.

The Tigers then took 
the lead in the fourth, with 

Dominic Melchor hitting 
a triple to get in scoring 
position and Laxton driving 
him in and giving Katy the 
lead on a single. 

Katy got into trouble 
in the fifth inning, as Trey 
Duffield hit a solo home 
run to tie things at two 
and two more players got 
on base. But Katy went to 
the bullpen, and Powers 
stepped up in relief, striking 
out the last two batters of 
the inning to keep things 
tied.

“Every pitch in my head 
I just thought, I’m going 
to dominate,” Powers said. 
“That’s what I told myself is 

I’m going to dominate every 
pitch. I kept that mentality 
the whole time and it paid 
off.”

Neither team could 
find a run in the last two 
innings, leading to the 
game going to extra innings, 
where Katy found a way 
again. 

Reese Ruderman 
reached on an error to start 
the inning before Judson 
Ceyanes walked, bringing 
Laxton to the plate, who hit 
a line drive to left to hand 

the Tigers the win.
Katy hoped that mo-

mentum would carry into 
game three of the series, but 
it was not meant to be with 
the Tigers’ season coming 
to an end on Saturday.

“It was huge to get this 
momentum,” Laxton said. 
“I was telling them before 
the game, we win this game 
and we are looking good. 
Momentum is one of the 
biggest things in sports and 
there’s just no better team 
to do it with.”

from page B1
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MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy Tigers celebrate victory winning game two against Strake Jesuit during a Region III-6A Semifinals game at Mayde Creek 
High School.

that was really the difference. Neither team really hit that 
well, but they got a couple key hits here today and that was 
the key.”

Strake Jesuit took the lead in the second inning, getting 
two walks and a single to load the bases and then getting 
a hit by pitch to bring a run across. But Ramirez came on 
in relief and limited the damage by inducing a fly out. The 
Crusaders then got a second run in the fourth off an RBI 
single from Clay Richardson. 

Katy’s offense finally started to get going in the sixth 
inning, Ferrebus hit a double to get into scoring position 
and then scored on a fielding error by the Strake Jesuit first 
baseman. But the Tigers were unable to get another run 
across in the sixth and then went three up-three down in 
the seventh, bringing the team's season to a close. 

Katy will graduate 12 seniors this year, but only four of 
them are starters, and the team has most of its pitching 
staff returning. 

But in a big change, it won’t be McPherson in charge 
of the Tigers next season as the coach is retiring after 34 
years. Katy announced Saturday that assistant coach Wes 
Hearne has been promoted to the head role and will lead 
the Tigers next season.

“They’re a young bunch,” McPherson said. “Almost 
every player on the infield is an undergraduate and our 
pitching staff has about six guys that can throw and they’re 
all juniors. They’ve got a lot of guys and a lot of arms com-
ing back. It will be hard to replace a couple of those guys, 
but this will be a really good bunch next season.”

from page B1
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Above, Katy's Jhonnatan 
Ferrebus (27) celebrates 
with Katy's Graham 
Laxton (1) after scoring 
for the Tigers during the 
sixth inning of game 
three during a Region 
III-6A Regional Semifinal 
baseball game between 
Katy and Strake Jesuit at 
Jersey Village High School, 
Saturday, May 28, 2022. 
Right, Katy's Graham 
Laxton (1) makes the 
throw to first for the out 
during the fourth inning of 
game 3.

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | 
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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Application has been filed with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and 
Malt Beverage Retailer’s Off 
Premise Permit by Rain Smoke 
N Barrel Corp. dba as Rain 
Smoke N Barrel Corp. to be
located at 814 Katy Fort Bend 
Rd #200, Katy, Harris County, 
TX 77494. President/Secretary 
is Nooruddin Lakhani.

Katy ISD Provides Screenings
for Students with Suspected

Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Special Education
Department provides screenings for students with
suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student 
with a disability who lives within the district’s boundaries. 
The screenings are designed to help iden  tify children who 
may qualify for the district’s special education programs.

Students with all categories of disabilities be tween the ages 
of three and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
their successful participation in school. These services 
and supports may be provided through Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act or through the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act. Special
Education services are also available to children who are 
visually and/or auditory impaired start ing at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be chal lenged with a 
disability, please contact the Katy ISO Special Education 
office at 281-396-2066. The Special Education office will 
coordinate efforts to evaluate the student and, if eligible, 
ensure that the student is pro  vided with supports and 
services needed to benefit from instruction. Please do not 
hesitate to call should you have any questions or concerns.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
em  ployer. The Board of Trustees and its agents, officers and 
staff members shall not discriminate on the basis of gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Electronic Bids, addressed to Quiddity Engineering,
LLC, attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be electronically
received until 9:30 a.m. local time, June 9, 2022, and then
publicly opened and read for “Construction of Paving
Facilities in Sunterra Sec 43 for Harris County Municipal 
Utility District No. 569, Harris County, Texas.”

The bids will only be received electronically bid through 
CivcastUSA. The electronic bids will be publicly opened 
and read via conference call. Physical bids will not be 
accepted.

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large public
gatherings are not permitted by law. Bids will be publicly
read aloud at the time bids are due via teleconference 
call. The number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756. Enter 
access code 618-518-597# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:
Paving Facilities

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened. A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference
will be held on June 2, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. Local Time,
via teleconference call. The number for this call is:
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 163-050-983# when 
prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the
following locations: 

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from 
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidders must register on this
website in order to view and/or download specifications,
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this
Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid. The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Owner’s judgment will be most advantageous to the Owner 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that 
subchapter.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE STAFF NEEDED
As a Senior Accounts Payable Specialist, you will verify, allocate, post, and reconcile  
ac-counts payable for multiple companies. In this role, you may process payment 
invoices, help create reports on financial activity, and coordinate with other accountants 
to ensure all records are accurate. Senior accounts payable specialists often help resolve 
problems and discrepancies, respond to vendor inquiries, research invoice copies, check 
billing documentation, and manage other financial processes as needed.

SKILLS/RESPONSIBILITIES
• Knowledge of home builder accounting 
   a plus
• Thorough knowledge of basic accounting 
   procedures
• In-depth understanding of Generally 
   Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP)
• Accuracy and attention to detail
• Aptitude for numbers and quantitative skills
• Reconciliation of vendor accounts
• Reconciliation of bank accounts

• Maintain vendor communication 
   and relations
• Ensure all AP Schedule payments are 
   submitted on a timely basis
• Problem solver and multi-tasker
• Excellent time-management and 
   organizational skills

BENEFITS
• Health insurance
• Life insurance
• Paid time off

RESUME@KENDALLHOMES.NET

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 3037 
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPT-
ED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, 
TEXAS, ON MAY 23, 2022:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, AMENDING 
SECTION 9 “C-1 COMMERCIAL DISTRICT,” 
SECTION 9B “OKD OLD KATY DISTRICT,” 
SECTION 10 “C-2 GENERAL BUSINESS 
DISTRICT,” AND SECTION 11 “M 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT” OF THE CITY OF 
KATY’S ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 621; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION 
IN AN AMOUNT UP TO $2,000.00; 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY SECRETARY 
TO PUBLISH ONLY THE CAPTION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE; REPEALING 
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
AND PROVIDING SEVERABILITY.

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 
3039 BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS  
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KATY, TEXAS, ON MAY 23, 2022:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, 
AMENDING SECTION 10.05.004 “WATER 
SYSTEM” OF ARTICLE 10.05 “MINIMUM 
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS” OF  
CHAPTER 10 “SUBDIVISION REGULATION” 
OF THE KATY CODE OF ORDINANCES; 
ALLOWING FOR ADDITIONAL BRAND 
USAGE AND GENERAL EDITS FOR CLARITY 
AND ENGINEERING UPDATES; PROVIDING 
A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION IN AN 
AMOUNT UP TO $2,000.00; AUTHORIZING 
THE CITY SECRETARY TO PUBLISH ONLY 
THE CAPTION OF THIS ORDINANCE; 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 
OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; 
AND PROVIDING SEVERABILITY.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION  
BY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION PLAT FILED FOR 
RECORD WITH THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION: Lara Investor Group LLC, Hector Lara owner, is requesting to be 
allowed to revise Lot 45 and a Portion of Lot 46 West Magnolia Forest Sec One. 
The revision will CREATE 2 RESIDENTIAL LOTS. These newly configured 
lots would consist of RESIDENTIAL LOTS 45A AVERAGE AC. 7.152 AND 45B 
AVERAGE AC.7.151. West Magnolia Forest Sec One is situated in the OWEN 
WINGFIELD SURVEY ABSTRACT-269, Waller County, Texas recorded in Vol-
ume CABINET, Page CABINET B-96, in the Deed Records of Waller County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING: A public hearing will be held during the  
regular session of Commissioners’ Court on (JULY 13TH AT 9AM) at 
the Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin St., Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed Electronic Bids, addressed to Quiddity Engineer-
ing, LLC, attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be electron-
ically received until 2:00 p.m. local time, Thursday, June 
16th, 2022, and then publicly opened and read for “Con-
struction of Paving Facilities in Sunterra Section 39 for 
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 569, Harris 
County, Texas.”

The bids will only be received electronically bid 
through CivcastUSA. The electronic bids will be pub-
licly opened and read via conference call. Physical bids 
will not be accepted.

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, large public 
gatherings are not permitted by law. Bids will be public-
ly read aloud at the time bids are due via teleconference 
call. The number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756. Enter 
access code 98004033# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: 
Paving Facilities in Sunterra Section 39

Bids received after the closing time will be returned un-
opened. A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will 
be held on Thursday, June 2nd, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. Local 
Time, via teleconference call. The number for this call 
is: 1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 708467382# when 
prompted.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a cer-
tified or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an 
amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount 
Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter 
into the Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms 
provided and provide the required insurance certificates 
within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents 
are received by the Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the 
following locations: 

Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from 
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidders must register on this 
website in order to view and/or download specifications, 
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this 
Project. There is NO charge to view or download 
documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bid-
ding process except time of submitting a Bid. The Suc-
cessful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which 
in the Owner’s judgment will be most advantageous to the 
Owner and result in the best and most economical com-
pletion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Gov-
ernment Code, may apply to this Bid and/or Contract 
and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be ter-
minated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally 
fails to comply with a requirement of that subchapter.
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Harris and Fort Bend counties bo hth

extended their relevant mask orders for 

businesses to require all staff and visitor

to their establishments wear face masks

to help stop the spread of theSARS-CoV

virus which causes COVID-19 , among

other restrictions Tuesday afternoon. F

BeBend has extended its order through J

County m
Medical professionals throughout the Katy area are recommendi

households such as on trips to the grocery store in order to redu
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CALL NOW: 877-333-7390 x9
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com

EXCELLENT LAND FINANCING

Beautiful, buildable, hunting and
recreational tracts. Spectacular views,

gorgeous trees. Loaded with trophy wildlife! 
Recreational paradise for

hunters & nature enthusiasts.
�igh�speed �ber optic internet,

ggated entrance, private roads, electric,
low taxes through ag valuation. 

50 to 120+ ACRE RANCHES
from as low as $4,900/ACRE!

BIG ACREAGE BARGAINS!
BRADY TX - THE HEART OF TEXAS

TexSCAN Week of
May 29-June 4, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at 
$650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 30 year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE
QUICK CASH for your owner-financed Deed of 
Trust, Mortgage Note or Land Contracts. Quotes are 
free with no obligations. Call Steve at 800-874-2389 
today. www.americanequityfunding.com. A+ BBB 
rating. 

Brady, TX – Big Acreage Bargains in the Heart of 
Texas – 50 to 120+ acre ranches from as low as $4,900/
acre. Beautiful, buildable, hunting and recreational 
tracts. Spectacular views, gorgeous trees. Loaded with 
trophy wildlife! High-speed fiber optic internet, gated 
entrance, private roads, electric, low taxes through ag 
valuation. Excellent land financing, 877-333-7390 x9, 
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
DIALYSISBUSINESS SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Suite E200

Katy, TX 77494
(281) 503-7117

     Jonathan McNabb, Broker/Owner

Local Roots | Global Reach
From the best tools and technology to transparency 
throughout the entire process, we're the top choice 

for buyers and sellers.

DO DIALYSIS IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR HOME!

www.athomedialysis.com
832-526-3338

-Staff Assist Dialysis/ License Nurses
-Peritoneal Dialysis and Home Hemodialysis
-1 on 1 Nursing Care
- HealthCare Team will come to you
-Bilingual staff/Spanish-speaking
-Telemedicine options
-24/7 on call team 
-All commercial insurance accepted
 Blue Cross Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United Healthcare

HOME REPAIR

Let us bring out the best 
in your home this spring!

713-941-9934      cypressdrywallandcon@gmail.com

CYPRESS 
DRYWALL & 
CONSTRUCTION

Home Repair &
Remodeling Pros

• FREE estimates
• Commercial and
   Residential Insured
• All work guaranteed
• Great local references

TECHNOLOGY

XuLENT TEChNOLOgIESXuLENT TEChNOLOgIES
Hi-Tech ~ Engineering ~ SoftwareHi-Tech ~ Engineering ~ Software

Data Security ~ TelepresenceData Security ~ Telepresence
Small Businesses/IndividualsSmall Businesses/Individuals

Fault Tolerence w/RedundancyFault Tolerence w/Redundancy
Intel XeonIntel Xeon

Len Paryl, Consultant/CTOLen Paryl, Consultant/CTO
832-858-2084832-858-2084

Xcel Silver Team earns silver medal at state meet
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The Katy Stars Xcel Silver Team 
earned a Silver Medal at the Texas 
State South Gymnastics Meet. 
The Stars finished with a score of 
117.25 at the meet, which took 
place from April 22 through 24 
and featured 712 gymnasts from 
Texas.

Bridget Foley, who competed 
in the senior B5 age division, 
won the XCel Silver Senior B5 
All Around while taking gold in 
uneven bars, balance beam and 
floor exercise. She also took a 
silver medal in the vault. 

Foley has four scores ranked 
on America’s Top 100 list for the 
2022 season and will be joining 
the World Champions Centre Ju-
nior Olympic Compulsory Team 

in June. 
Sophia Blakeney, who compet-

ed in the senior C1 age division, 
took home the XCel Silver Senoir 
All Around gold while taking 
gold in uneven bars and balance 
beam, silver in floor exercise and 
bronze in vault. Blakeney has one 
score on the uneven bars which 
ranks on America’s top 100 list for 
the 2022 season. 

Maria D’Cesare Rojas, who 
competed in the junior C1 age 
division, took gold in the Xcel 
Silver junior all around, taking 
first place in the vault, balance 
beam and uneven bars. D’Cesare 
Rojas has two scores this season 
on America’s top 100 list. 

To cap things off for the Stars, 
Arantza Aguilar, who competed 
in the junior C1 age division, took 
the bronze in uneven bars..

Stars Xcel Silver 
Team from left 
to right:  Sophia 
Blakeney, Arantza 
Aguilar, Maria 
D'Cesare Rojas, 
Bridget Foley 
and Coach Becky 
Munoz-Guma.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

STAFF REPORT

Seven Lakes basketball student 
athletes Noah Simiskey and Cailyn 
Tucker both received a Love of the Game 
Award from Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Basketball for their efforts on and off the 

court this year. 
The Love of the Game Award, which 

features a $250 prize given to students 
by Dave Campbell and Body Armor, was 
handed out to the two atheletes on Mon-
day as they were named two of the senior 
recipients.

Seven Lakes' Simiskey, 
Tucker earn basketball award

COURTESY KATY KATY ISD

Seven Lakes’ Noah Simiskey and Cailyn Tucker received a $250 love of the game award by Dave Campbell’s Texas Basketball and Body Armor.

Find out what all your
friends are talking aboutYOURYOUR  NEWS.

YOURYOUR  WAY. Follow us on Facebook for easy access to KATY TIMES

TheKatyTimes

YOUR NEWs YOUR WAY
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Be a Sponsor
Register
Support
Play

Birdies & Bears
T   urnament

September 12, 2022
The Club at Falcon Point

12:00pm start

Scan

JoeJoeBear.org
814 East Avenue, Ste. G | Katy, TX 77493
281-391-5289 | info@katychamber.com

Register Online at
https://www.katychamber.com

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Things are starting to look brighter on 
Kirby Drive.

The Texans gathered last week for the 
first time as a team since January and there 
was a buzz around the practice facility for 
Organized Team Activities, as the team went 
through its first drills since season's end.

All but three players were in atten-
dance for the first day of OTA’s, which are 
voluntary, but which saw almost all of the 
Texans' roster make an appearance.

“Everything we’ve been doing has been 
leading up to our NFL version of spring 
ball with these OTA’s,” said Houston Texans 
head coach Lovie Smith. “It’s one thing 
to go through a lot of drills, but once you 
start getting offense vs. defense and having 
players making decisions, it’s different. We 
have good competition throughout at a lot 
of positions, so I just love this work.”

The Texans limited some players that 
are working themselves back from injury. 

Among those that were limited were 
second round pick John Metchie III, who 
is fighting back from an ACL injury, and 
Derek Stingley Jr., who is slowly starting 
to get back towards football strength after 
Lisfranc surgery.

“Those guys that aren’t really getting 
many reps; they have something going 
on that we’re trying to fix up,” Smith said. 
"And if they’re only getting a few reps, it’s 
because we are easing them back into 
competition. We want everyone to be at 
100%.”

With competition as high as it is in the 
Texans camp, players are excited to prove 
themselves and try to earn a starting spot 
for next season.

"No one was satisfied after our season 
last year,” Smith said. “How you change 
that is by getting better. You do that is by 
coming to work every time you have an 
opportunity to — you show up. It’s good to 
see so many of our guys doing that. When 
you have as much competition as we have, 
you don’t have to tell guys to show up. They 
want to take every opportunity they can to 
prove to everyone who they are.”

Newcomers to the team include AJ 
Cann and Ogbonnia Okoronkwo, two well 
respected veterans that are expected to 
add depth and knowledge on the offensive 
and defensive line.

“It was very, very welcoming,” Cann 
said. “I respected it so much. When I came 
in the door, everyone asked what I needed, 
what they could do to help me out and it 
wasn’t anything I asked, it was just some-
thing I really respected from the organiza-
tion a lot.”

Okoronkwo is an Alief Taylor graduate 
and is excited to have the chance to repre-
sent his hometown team, and he is excited 
to play in a defense like Lovie Smith’s.

“From day one we know we are going to 
be the most relentless defensive line in the 
NFL,” Okoronkwo said. “This is a really fun 
aggressive defensive front and I’m excited 
to be a part of it.”

OTA’s will last for three days a week over 
three weeks leading into the mandatory 
veteran minicamp from June 14-16. 
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Houston Texans wide receiver Brandin Cooks (13) hauls in a 40-yard touchdown pass through the interference of New York Jets cornerback Bryce Hall (37) during an NFL game be-tween the Houston Texans and the 
New York Jets on November 28, 2021 in Houston, Texas. The Jets won, 21-14.

Texans excited to be 
back together at OTA’s

When you 
have as much 
competition 
as we have, 
you don’t have 
to tell guys 
to show up. 
They want to 
take every 
opportunity 
they can 
to prove to 
everyone who 
they are.”

—Texans Head Coach 
Lovie Smith
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