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Royal ISD poised for massive growth spurt
BY MELANI ALANIS
EDITORIAL INTERN

In the upcoming years, Royal 
High School is set to experience 
exponential growth. The Brook-
shire Pattison Area is experienc-
ing an influx, and investments 
in the community have started 
showing up.

“I think it’s exciting when we 
have some growth, because it 
does kind of change the face of 
the community over time with 
reference to the size of the dis-
trict, and it brings a new energy 
to the district when you have new 
growth, whether it be commercial 
or residential,” Royal ISD Super-
intendent Rick Kershner said.

LGI Homes is developing 
Freeman Ranch and Land Tejas 
is developing land south of that. 
The Land Tejas community is 
half Katy ISD and half Royal ISD. 
Kershner said the last numbers 
developers had shared for RISD 
were around 2,600 homes.

“It would affect the district in 

lots of ways because currently 
we have our junior high campus 
near capacity as far as students, 
and the elementary and ECC 
are both near capacity. The high 

school has some room still, but 
we would definitely need to make 
sure that we have the facilities to 
house the new students,” Kersh-
ner said. 

When Freeman Ranch is built 
it will be 812 homes, and LGI 
homes still have about 375 left to 
build. LGI Homes will have sold 
everything by 2023 or 2024, and 
Freeman Ranch will include a 
splash pad, playgrounds, walking 
paths with benches and shade 
structures.

“We are excited about the 
continued demand for new hous-
es in Katy and the surrounding 
area,” LGI Homes representative 
Kennon Masters said. “Freeman 
Ranch has been a successful 
community for LGI Homes, and 
we look forward to continuing to 
grow and develop the area.”

Like any district, RISD has to 
adhere to the student-to-teacher 
ratio required by law, and if the 
district grows, so would related 
staffing.

“We are in the middle of doing 
an investment grade audit of our 
current facilities to determine the 
needs that we have in reference 

MELANI ALANIS

Royal ISD is set to double in size in a few years after they finish building and people start moving 
into the new subdivisions such as Freeman Ranch in the Brookshire-Pattison Area. With 812 lots, 
the Freeman Ranch subdivision has 375 homes left to build.

See GROWTH, page A3

Katy leaders developing strategic plan

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

City of Katy administrators and 
Katy City Council members are 
working on planning for Katy’s 
future.

The city’s current strategic plan 
is out of date and doesn’t reflect 
the growth the city has experi-
enced since it was last developed 
in 2001, per the city's website. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
Katy has grown by about 6,000 in 
population since the last strategic 

plan was done. 
“Right now, the city’s com-

prehensive plan is dated in 2001,” 
Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris said. 
“And we are going to – in the next 
budget – they’re going to be bring-
ing forth a plan where we can just 
look at the city from top to bottom, 
and that includes reviewing some of 
our ordinances on what is required 
in development. We’re just going to 
start from scratch, and we’re going 
to look at the entire plan where we 
want to be, not three years from 
now, but 20 years from now.” 

Harris, Council Member Janet 
Corte, City Administrator Byron 
Hebert and the city’s new Parks 
Director Kevin Browne said 
they were pleased with how the 
planning process is going so far. 

Drainage remains a priority given 
the amount of development north 
of the city and the prevalence of 
waterways close to the Bayou City. 
However, additional priorities in-
clude public safety such as police 
and fire departments, update of 
development ordinances, eco-
nomic improvements, parks and 
overall walkability they said. 

“I’m very excited to see what a 
Master Parks Plan can do for us,” 
Hebert said. 

The parks plan is a priority for 
council, Harris and Corte said, as 
is walkability. With approval from 
voters for the city’s Proposition B 
on May 1, the city has access to 
$4.2 million in financing which 

R. HANS MILLER

The city of Katy has grown rapidly over the last 20 years and city leaders are working to develop a new 
plan to guide it through even more growth that is projected. Drainage, green spaces, public safety and 
managing the economy are all key factors being examined by the city’s administration.

Drainage, parks and 
safety prioritized

See PLAN, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

According to a statement 
from the office of Fort Bend 
County Commissioner Andy 
Meyers, organizers of the 
long-awaited Texas Heritage 
Parkway hosted a ribbon cut-
ting event for the new roadway 
Friday, Aug. 20. The roadway 
remained closed until the 
following day when some final 
checklist items and inspections 
were completed. 

“I'm very pleased that this 
roadway will now serve thou-
sands of our residents in North 
Fort Bend County as another 
north-south corridor for our 
growing community,” Meyers 
said. 

The roadway connects I-10 
and FM 1093 from just west of 
Cross Creek Ranch going north 
to Pederson Road just west 
of Katy on I-10. The 6.4-mile 
parkway overlaps the cities of 
Katy and Fulshear and lies in 
Fort Bend and Waller Counties. 
The portion of the road in Fort 
Bend is complete, but work ex-
panding the two-lane roadway 
to a four-lane parkway in Waller 
County will continue through 
the rest of the year, Meyers said. 

“There will be delays at I-10 
until that expansion is com-
plete, and I'm told that Waller 
County will be working on that 
over the next 3-4 months. We 
are proud of the hard work put 

BY NITYA HOSUR
EDITORIAL INTERN

Over the 2020-21 school 
year, the pandemic forced many 
utilities and services to shut 
down, including schools. Katy ISD 
shifted all methods of teaching 
and communication to an online 
platform to ensure the safety of 
the students.

“But, the fortunate thing was 

that we as a team came togeth-
er and figured out the best way 
to get (digital) devices out to 
our students,” KISD Director of 
Instructional Technology Darlene 
Rankin.

 She said the district was 
informed the schools might be 
shut down at spring break of 2020. 
They had no idea if the shutdown 
would last the rest of the school 
year, but prepared for the worst. 

Rankin said the reason KISD was 
equipped for the sudden shut-
down was because it had always 
been technologically advanced. 
Teachers had many digital re-
sources and digital e-books had 
been in place for a long time. 

Rankin said there had also 
been a learning management 
system in place for seven years 

COURTESY KATY ISD/DARLENE RANKIN

Chromebooks set aside to be distributed to parents. Over 35,000 devices were lent to parents in the device pickups.

Online schooling in Katy ISD over the pandemic

R. HANS MILLER

A vehicle navigates its way through one of several roundabouts along Texas Heritage 
Parkway. The new roadway connects the FM 1093 to I-10 and is expected to relieve 
congestion on other north to south throughways in northern Fort Bend County.

Ribbon cut on new
Texas Heritage Parkway

See PARKWAY, page A3

See ONLINE, page A3
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FIGHT
LIKE A
GIRL
Support our special
“Breast Cancer Awareness”
pages publishing 10/7
 
• Celebrate survivorship

• Honor those who have been lost

• Share products and service to help
   those fighting cancer

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nature expedition
  7. Take the energy from
10. Bungled
12. Young salmon
13. Botanical gardens
14. Source of chocolate
15. Country singer LeAnn
16. Yokel
17. Unit of energy
18. Plant of the lily family
19. Tusked wild pig
21. Form of “to be”
22. Formerly
27. Letter of the Greek
      alphabet
28. Former First Lady
33. News organization
34. Shining brightly and
      intermittently
36. Brew
37. Teams’ best pitchers
38. Edible fruit
39. Pitching stat
40. __ or bust
41. Baby product
      manufacturer
44. Monetary unit of Finland
45. Small spherical structures
      in cells
48. Pouches

49. Reached
50. Investment account
51. Oft-repeated slogan

CLUES DOWN
  1. Nuclear undersea weapon
  2. Helps the skin
  3. Evergreen coniferous trees
  4. Relieve of employment
  5. A way to drench
  6. Journalist Tarbell
  7. __ and Venzetti
  8. Alcoholic  liquor
  9. An athlete who plays for
      pay
10. Where to get drinks
11. Japanese art form
12. Baseball great Satchel
14. Winged angelic beings
17. One point south of due
      east
18. Group of islands in
      Polynesia
20. A place to play: __ center
23. Masses of gray matter in
      the brain
24. Belgian city (alt. sp.)
25. Millilitre
26. Beloved Will Ferrell film
29. Railway above ground

30. Satisfaction
31. Aggregate of molecules
32. Type of barometer
35. Type of college teacher
      (abbr.)
36. Long periods of time
38. Native people of
      Nebraska and S. Dakota
40. Deliver

41. Thin, narrow piece of
      wood
42. Modern Israel founder
43. Small NY college
44. Pounds per square inch
45. Veterans battleground
46. Hollywood talent agency
      (abbr.)
47. Popular kids’ channel

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

1222 Park West Geen Dr.
Katy, Texas 77493

www.vibralifekaty.com

For more information please 
contact Lashawn Cook  at 
346.762.6300 or 
lcook@vibralifekaty.com

From June 1st 
until August 31st

Summer 
Admission 
Specials!
• $1,500 Admission 

Community Fee Waived

• 3rd Month’s Rent Free

• 6th Month is 50% Off

COMMUNITY

The Westlake Volunteer Fire De-
partment and Harris County Emer-
gency Services District 47 announced 
via Facebook that it has selected a new 
fire chief. The chosen candidate is 
Richard Shannon Draper. 

“I am humbled to be chosen to 
serve as Westlake’s next fire chief,” 
Draper said. “I look forward to 
working closely with the department 
members and the community as we 
continue the commitment to provid-
ing excellent service.”

More than 50 candidates applied 

for the Westlake VFD chief position. 
Draper won out over the field with 29 
years of fire service experience. He 
has served as a chief since 2012 and 
has extensive experience with training 
and safety. He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Administration and several 
emergency services-specific creden-
tials including those for EMS. He is 
also a public speaker on fire safety and 
similar matters.

Fire Chief Mark Palmer announced 
his retirement earlier this year after 
serving in the position of Westlake 

VFD chief for many years. A retirement 
party is planned for Aug. 27 at 4 p.m. 
Visit https://bit.ly/3jcbSPi for more 
information on the event and to RSVP.

Draper and his family, wife Hajni 
and sons Krisztian, Johnathan and 
Michael, are settling into their new 
home. Once that is finished, Westlake 
VFD plans to have a meet and greet 
with the community.

Westlake VFD is located at 19636 
Saums Road in the Katy area and 
serves an area north of I-10 between 
Fry and Greenhouse roads.

Westlake VFD selects new fire chief

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

A new attraction is coming to the 
Katy Mills area with Dig World, Texas’ 
first construction-themed adventure 
park, set to open later this fall just 
north of the mall, according to a Dig 
World press release. The park will al-
low children and adults to operate real 
construction equipment, the press 
release said. 

“At Katy Mills, we are committed 
to growing, evolving, and supporting 
what the community needs,” said Lisa 
Connolly, Katy Mills Director of Mar-
keting and Business Development. 
“Dig World will surely enhance the 
family-friendly offerings of Katy Mills, 
providing a fun place for families to 

spend time together during their visit 
to the center.”

According to the press release, 
the 3.5-acre park is expected to host 
more than 100,000 people during its 
first year of operation and will provide 
visitors with a hands-on experience. 
Park patrons will be able to operate 
excavators, skid steers, utility terrain 
vehicles and other construction-relat-
ed equipment. 

Park founders Jacob Robinson and 
Rick Bennett said they are excited to 
provide the recreational and educa-
tional opportunities the facility will 
offer to youth and adults alike. Height 
requirements may be in place for 
some equipment, according to the 
press release. 

“We want to create memorable 
experiences for families that last a 
lifetime as well as educate the next 
generation about construction and 
all the possibilities that surround that 
industry," Robinson said.

In addition to the machinery, 
park-goers will be able to enjoy field 
trips, community events, birthday par-

ties and corporate outings. The theme 
park will also feature a playground, 
gem-mining station, turf field with 
outdoor games and other unspecified 
attractions. 

Dig World is partnered with 
Mustang Cat, a construction supply 
company located at 12800 Northwest 
Freeway in Houston, for its construc-
tion equipment. 

“We look forward to partnering with 
Dig World as they showcase our heavy 
equipment in a hands-on experience 
for the entire family,” President & COO 
of Mustang Cat Sam Tucker said.

The facility is also partnering with 
Texas A&M University’s Department 
of Construction Science which will 
provide educational materials for the 
park. 

“The Department of Construction 
Science is excited to partner with 
Dig World to create an educational 
partnership, where future generations 
can experience and learn about the 
dynamic construction industry,” said 
Department of Construction Science 
Head Patrick Suermann.

Dig World set to open this fall

COURTESY DIG WORLD

Dig World, a construction theme park, will open later 
this fall near Katy Mills. The educational adventure 
park will allow young people and adults the 
opportunity to operate construction equipment such 
as this small Cat loader.

Chief Richard 
Shannon Draper 
has been selected 
to serve as the next 
fire chief for the 
Westlake Volunteer 
Fire Department.

COURTESY 
WESTLAKE VFD



A3THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2021

KATYTIMES.COM

Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036

NEW STORE HOURS effective 8/1!
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays

EXTRA DISCOUNTS
for TEACHERS – AND STUDENTS!

(Students must show student ID)

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

DISCOUNTS
FOR FIRST

RESPONDERS

Some retirees are suffering from FOMO.
Many retirees and near-retirees have been enjoying 

watching their retirement funds grow nicely in recent years.  Markets have been
setting all time records.  While there is concern that markets can fall, many are 
experiencing the emotion of the “Fear Of Missing Out”.  Retirees will have to rely 
on those funds to provide income throughout their retirement years.  If income 
withdrawals are made when funds have lost value, chances are increased that they 
might not last.  Safe money plans provide the opportunity to grow when markets 
rise, without the risk of market losses of principal when markets fall.

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization
committed to a fully transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Meet Tim Davis CLU,
Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

will allow the city to plan, design and 
construct a parks administration 
building, upgrade parks throughout 
the city and develop trails and paths 
to improve walkability citywide.

Browne said that process will rely 
heavily on him and his staff in the 
Parks Department. Parks have be-
come a priority in the last year and a 
half as outdoor spaces have become 
an escape during the pandemic, he 
said. The work involved will provide 
a new headquarters for Browne and 
his staff and will examine how to 
connect the parks throughout the city 
so pedestrians can move between 
them safely. Parks staff will need to 
take an inventory of amenities at all 
the city’s parks and see what needs to 
be repaired, what should be upgrad-
ed and balance costs with the goals 
of city leaders and residents. 

“The most important thing about 
the master plan process is it’s going 
to rely heavily on citizen input,” 
Browne said. “It’s about what the 
people of Katy want in their parks 
and what they want to see. So, it’s 
important that they’re engaged and 
involved.” 

Additionally, Browne said, the 
development of Leyendecker Land-
ing at the intersection of Morton and 
Pitts roads will be important. Final 
plans for the park aren’t developed 
yet, but that process is just starting, 
Browne said. 

Keeping heavy traffic away from 
the areas residents walk and off 
smaller streets is important, Hebert 
said. Shifting large trucks to Katy Fort 
Bend Road and widening it north of 
Clay Road after it was designated as a 
truck route earlier this year will help 
that process and improve safety. 

The city will also be looking to 
hire two more police officers soon to 
prevent crime, Hebert said. 

Still, drainage remains the num-
ber one priority for the city. Harris 
said he feels the city had always been 
reactive rather than proactive until 
drainage bonds were approved in 
2018 shortly after Hurricane Har-
vey caused flooding. To better plan 
for drainage, he said, the city will 
continue to engage with experts to 
conduct drainage assessments and 
plan ahead. 

“Costello (Engineering) is 
assigned to drainage,” Harris said. 
“They’re our engineer and they’re 
going to be reviewing all these proj-
ects and they are working with our 
Public Works staff and, of course, city 
council, to identify these areas.” 

Harris and Corte both said that, as 
the city continues to grow, admin-
istrators will work to make sure 
economic opportunities come to the 
city, but come to the city in a way that 
makes sense. The idea is to ensure 
zoning requirements keep industrial 
developments away from the city 
and that drainage is managed as new 
developments come in, they said. 

“Anything large commercial, we 
want to keep it on the outskirts, kind 
of like they did with the industrial 
parks along I-10,” Corte said. “… We 
want to keep more of the mom-and-
pop shops inside the heart of the 
city.” 

from page A1
PLAN

into the Fort Bend County portion 
of the expansion and as soon as 
the remainder of the expansion 
project is completed by Waller 
County - we will make the an-
nouncement on our (Facebook) 
page,” Meyers’ office said.

Texas Heritage Parkway fea-
tures more than half a dozen traffic 
circles which Fort Bend County 

officials say should help prevent 
fatal accidents. Roundabouts, they 
said, still see accidents but those 
accidents are not as lethal accord-
ing to studies. 

The inspections and last-min-
ute touch-ups were expected to 
have the road open late in the 
afternoon on Friday; however, the 
parkway did not open fully until 

about 5:45 p.m. Saturday, Meyers 
said. He and his staff had followed 
up with TXDoT throughout the 
finalization process, he said, and 
he expressed frustration with 
contractors that had failed to meet 
deadlines. Still, he said he was 
happy with the project’s final result 
other than the time, especially 
since it was a project that was 

distinctive. 
Meyers said the parkway 

is a unique project with many 
agencies, private companies and 
government bodies pitching in. 
According to previous reports, 
developers of nearby subdivisions, 
cities, counties and the state as 
well as various private companies 
have all contributed to the project 

financially, through the donation 
of land or via expertise and con-
struction efforts. 

“It's very rare to see so many 
people come together to success-
fully launch such a large mobility 
project, and the THP would not be 
opening today if not for the coop-
eration and partnerships that led 
to this day,” Meyers said. 

from page A1
PARKWAY

to air quality, chilling units, electrical units, 
our plumbing capacities and trying to deter-
mine all the needs that we have and as we 
continue to grow, so we want to make sure 
that we are prepared for that growth to the 
best of our ability,” Kershner said.

Brookshire has been growing on the com-
mercial side along Highway 90 and Pattison 
has a subdivision on Wilson Road with a 
significant number of houses being built in 
the area, Kershner said.

“I think that there could be opportunity 
for the district to double in the size of stu-
dents,” Kershner said. “We ended the school 
year last year with 2,544 students and we are 
up approximately 70 students from last year’s 
school year.”

With the new homes coming in though, 
Kershner said, the district’s demographer 
expects about 800 new students for each 
1,000 homes built in the district’s service 
area. With 2,600 homes projected in just 
the LGI and Land Tejas developments, 
that comes out to an estimated 2,080 new 
students.

The area will be experiencing more traffic, 
a strain in the infrastructure, challenges in 

the school district among other problems 
that usually come with growth in the upcom-
ing years, said Pattison Mayor Joe Garcia. The 
school will have to decide how to manage 
and provide for that education, and concern-
ing the city of Pattison, and it will be up to 
leaders in Brookshire, Pattison and RISD to 
ensure area residents have a high quality of 

life, he said. The growth is not something that 
can be prevented, but it can be managed and 
planned for.

“We're not going to stop the growth, 
and I think we have to do our best to try to 
influence it so that at the end of the day any 
neighbors will be good neighbors,” Garcia 
said.

from page A1
GROWTH

MELANI ALANIS

Royal High School serves the growing cities of Brookshire and Pattison and is Royal ISD’s newest campus. The school board 
recently approved a $99.5 million bond referendum on the November 2021 ballot to address growth and outdated facilities. 

that allowed teachers to utilize online resourc-
es in numerous ways, such as spreading infor-
mation to their pupils, introducing themselves 
and providing students with digital access to 
resources. 

Rankin said that to prepare for the 
shutdown, district officials also ensured all 
students had a device. Earlier, Rankin said, 
multiple students in households could share 
one device since most of their learning took 
place face to face. With the shutdown, it was 
now necessary for each student to have a 
device, and parents couldn’t always buy mul-
tiple machines, prompting the distribution of 
Chromebooks and tablets by the district. 

To get the devices out, KISD staff utilized 
their e-news platform. The communications 
team was essential for informing the commu-
nity. Manager of Media Relations & Multi-
media Maria DiPetta was instrumental in 
contacting and updating parents about device 
distributions and other pieces of crucial infor-
mation, Rankin said. 

“As we learned more information,” Rankin 
said, “We would work with Communications 
to get that information out to our parents, 
and one of those big things was that if you 
needed an additional device or a hotspot, here 
is where you go to complete a form, fill it out 
and someone from (the Technology Depart-
ment) will contact you in order to give you 
instructions on how to get that device.”

As parents filled out the forms, engineers 
in the Technology Department went to the 
school to pick up the devices for distribution. 
A central checkout location was established 
at the administration building where devices 
and hotspots were handed out. The items 
were put in the trunks of the cars to make en-
sure there was no contact involved to reduce 
the risk of COVID-19 exposure. 

Rankin said the whole community helped, 
from Communications spreading the message 
to Technology recovering devices and setting 
up hotspots. Katy ISD police officers even 

helped direct traffic for drive-through com-
puter pickups. Rankin said the drives were a 
huge success, and about 35,000 devices and 
300 hotspots were lent out to families.

KISD also continued its Parent Support 
Center, she said. Parents needed instructions 
on how to access Zoom and Canvas, the 
district’s learning management system. The 
Communications Department again was 
essential, Rankin said, and online meetings 
and seminars were held to help parents and 
students.

“It was a big team effort from Communi-
cations to Technology, to our superintendent 
- the whole team - and I think that’s what Katy 
ISD is best at, whole teams coming and work-
ing together,” Rankin said.

Despite the shift to a completely online 
platform, KISD faced minimal issues regard-
ing technology. However, Rankin said, one 
of the biggest problems was students’ mental 
health. Many felt like they were living a mo-
notonous life, staring at the screen for eight 
hours a day, and faced personal challenges 
at home due to the pandemic. Additionally, 
small children especially had trouble, Rankin 
said, because their parents often had to work 
and care for the family concurrently. 

To combat the mental health concerns, 

Rankin said KISD tried to make virtual 
learning similar to in-person school and 
increased interaction between the teachers 
and students. Online school followed the reg-
ular school bell schedule, and teachers were 
allowed to let students off Zoom after they had 
finished their work to take a break from being 
online. For parents, communication was key, 
and the district tried to make the online learn-
ing platform easy for them.

“I think that the emotional part of this was 
people really experiencing Covid in their own 
households, their families struggling, and we 
were really worried and concerned,” Rankin 
said.

Rankin said that, in order to ensure 
that students were logging on and learning 
properly, the Intelligence Department built a 
dashboard for principals, assistant principals 
and district leaders that allowed them to see 
who wasn’t logging on or didn’t have access to 
information and learning resources. Teach-
ers also had this information so they could 
improve the virtual experience to make it 
smoother for students.

Rankin said all the technological improve-
ments during the pandemic helped strength-
en the foundations of KISD for the future. One 
lasting effect was for absent students. Teach-
ers now knew how to properly teach through 
online platforms. If a student could not attend 
class, teachers could effectively give all the 
information about the topics learned in class 
to the student with no decrease in quality. 

DiPetta the new technology helped to 
further the Strategic Design Plan for Katy 
ISD. The SDP is a roadmap published every 
five years for the district to follow on how to 
improve itself. DiPetta said that with the new 
methods of teaching and information spread-
ing, the SDP saw great leaps and accom-
plished many of the goals outlined in the plan.

“This was such a significant time during 
the pandemic,” Rankin said, “where we all 
worked as a team to help our community.”

from page A1
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“This was such a 
significant time during 

the pandemic, where 
we all worked as a team 
to help our community.”

—DARLENE RANKIN, KISD DIRECTOR 
OF INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY



BY A.J. RODRIGUEZ AND LUIS ACUÑA
TEXAS 2036

$117.5 billion.
That’s the amount 

that Texas state and local 
governments and educational 
institutions are expected to 
receive through federal stimulus 
legislation passed in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The total is 
more than what the U.S. invested in 
the Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe 
after World War II, even adjusted for 
inflation.

This massive investment will not 
only help restore Texas’ economy 
— it also provides a rare chance 
to prepare for the state’s future 
in a way that benefits the next 
generation of Texans.

With billions of dollars available 
for everything from parks to IT needs 
to energy investments, state leaders 
need to create a comprehensive, 
far-sighted strategy that ensures 
Texas can make the most of this 
generational opportunity.

The stimulus funds will flow 
through six Congressional Acts, with 
the lion’s share coming from:

•  The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act,

•  The Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Appropriations 
Act (CRRSAA), and

•  The American Rescue Plan Act.
(Additional funds would come to 

Texas through the infrastructure bill 
that Congress is considering.)

The $1.9 trillion American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is especially 
significant. The legislation 
includes of $350 billion for state 
and local governments that will 
be funded through the State and 
Local Fiscal Recovery Fund. This 
funding is unique in that it comes 
with few strings — state and local 
governments have great flexibility to 
address the pandemic’s effects.

Texas state and local 
governments will receive $26.3 
billion from the Fiscal Recovery 
Fund – $15.8 billion will flow to the 
state, and $10.5 billion will come to 
local governments.

Fiscal Recovery Fund dollars can 
be used for:

1.  Public health emergency & 
economic response

2.  Premium pay for essential 
workers

3.  General government services 
(covering government revenue 
that has been reduced through the 
pandemic); and

4.  Water, sewer, and broadband 

infrastructure.
(They cannot be used for tax cuts 

or pension fund deposits.)
Of those four, the general 

government services category 
offers the most flexibility. It means 
Fiscal Recovery Fund money can 
go toward any service deemed 
appropriate by the government 
that receives it, though the amount 
expended can’t exceed the estimated 
revenue lost to the pandemic.

Of the state’s $15.8 billion Fiscal 
Recovery Fund allocation, Texas 
2036 estimates that up to $12.2 
billion can be used for government 
services. That includes IT needs, 
state parks and facilities, energy 
investments, and other priority areas 
that can help fuel Texas’ economic 
recovery.

It goes without saying that some 
of this money will need to help 
address the current rise in COVID 
cases. In deciding how to deploy the 
amount that remains — and, really, 
in allocating all of the pandemic 
recovery funds that the state has 
direct or indirect discretion over — 
Texas 2036 recommends the state 
adopt these guiding principles:

•  Target Long-Term Solutions: 
Again, this funding presents a 
generational opportunity to solve 
major policy challenges facing 
Texas. State leaders should pursue 
prudent, data-driven investments 
that will positively impact our state 
for decades to come, spur economic 
growth, and reduce future costs.

•  Seek Financial Sustainability: 
This money represents a temporary 

cash infusion, not an ongoing 
revenue source. As such, the state 
should focus on one-time costs 
or expenses that can be covered 
through long-term savings.

•  Coordinate Efforts to Maximize 
Impact: Governments, agencies 
and private sector organizations 
can make the biggest difference 
by working together. Leveraging 
investments across multiple 
jurisdictions — including cities, 
counties, school districts, businesses, 
and the philanthropic community 
— will ensure that coordinated 
strategies can efficiently address 
systemic problems.

These crucial steps will set the 
stage for the state’s future: on March 
2, 2036, the day Texas turns 200, 
there will be nearly 10 million more 
people who call this place home. 
By comparison, about 7.5 million 
people live in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area today. So, Texas has 15 years 
to fold another North Texas — and 
then some —into the economy.

These new Texans will need 
schools, workforce initiatives, health 
care, roads, parks, broadband 
internet connections, and efficient 
government services, just as we 
do today. This funding can help 
meet those needs and provide a 
transformative foundation for our 
state’s future growth.

It just requires good planning 
and a strong focus on the future.

A.J. Rodriguez is Executive 
Vice President of Texas 2036. 

Luis Acuña is a Texas 2036 Policy 
Analyst.
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A historic opportunity 
to shape the future of Texas

According to CNN, 
pandemic fears 
and enhanced 

unemployment benefits have 
left the nation facing a serious 
shortage of qualified school 
bus drivers.

The problem is acute, 
despite districts implementing 
recruitment campaigns, 
offering sign-up bonuses, and 
even fudging on the standards. 
(“Question one. Fill in the 
blank: The wheels on the bus 
go round and…” “Wait, wait. 
Don’t tell me. I got this. Round 
and … covered with sprinkles!”)

I hope the shortage will 
make society stop taking bus 
drivers for granted. (I know 
that I’m right behind the 
drivers. Especially when I’m 
in a hurry to get somewhere 
and it seems like every other 
house has the whole von 
Trapp Family Singers crew 
traipsing out to the bus. “Climb 
every mountain…miss every 
appointment…” But I digress.)

Driving a school bus is still 
a largely thankless job, even in 
the districts where the school 
board publicly recognizes the 
drivers. (“Let’s hear it for our 
drivers. We can’t get along 
without them. Next order of 
business. We have a new low 
bid on urinal cakes. Urinal 
cakes: we can’t get along 
without them.”)

No matter how much newly 
hired drivers love kids, once 
they get behind the steering 
wheel, they flash back to the 
mantra of childhood: “I scream, 
you scream, we all scream for…
no apparent reason. Hey, why 
is the driver always singing ’99 
Bottles of Tylenol on the Wall’?”

The stressful duties of bus 
drivers remind me of the Ann 
Richards quote “Ginger Rogers 
did everything that Fred Astaire 
did. She just did it backwards 
and in high heels.” Similarly, 
a bus driver does a lot of the 
things a principal does, only 
while navigating 10 tons of 
metal through heavy traffic.

Yes, bus drivers are trapped 
in a work environment where 
rubber bands and paper 
footballs fly freely, where No. 
2 pencils are irresistibly drawn 

toward major arteries, where 
first-graders are exposed to 
birds-and-bees lectures by 
sophomores (“If the bee has 
dreamy hair and his own car 
for getting to a hypothetical 
minimum-wage job, just go for 
it”) and where more cheese is 
cut than in a five-star French 
restaurant.

Back in my day, someone 
might smuggle a pocketknife 
or live frog onto the bus. Today, 
you’re just as likely to hear 
someone explain, “I don’t mind 
sitting on the back seat. I have 
to make sure no one goes out 
the emergency exit anyway. 
I don’t know which is worse 
– gym class or running my 
human trafficking operation 
by myself while my brother has 
mono.”

Ideally, drivers are just 
a caring adult performing 
a valuable service. But 
sometimes they get “thrown 
under the bus” by passengers. 
Like when it’s THEIR FAULT 
they hit a few potholes and 
little Gavin can’t start and 
finish his detailed diorama of 
Shakespeare’s London on the 
way to school.

Many drivers go above 
and beyond the call of duty 
– consoling passengers who 
fell asleep and missed their 
stop, collecting Christmas gifts 
for underprivileged children 
and reuniting students with 
backpacks and other items 
they forgot. (“Thank you for 
dropping off my life-size model 
of Henry VIII’s skeleton. Now, 
tell my parents how it wasn’t 
my fault that I forgot it.”)

Hug a school bus driver 
today – unless they’re already 
playing air guitar to a classic 
rock station while driving with 
their feet.

The wheels on the 
ambulance go round and 
round…

Have you 
thanked a school 
bus driver lately?
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BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The Fulshear Church of Christ 
will have a new worship center 
to call home in the late spring of 
2022. 

The project, which had a 
formal groundbreaking ceremony 
Aug. 23, is located just north of 
FM 1093 on Katy Fulshear Road. 
The church has faced delays in 
building its new 12,075-square-
foot home, said Tommy Kuyken-
dall, a deacon at the church and 
chairman of the church’s building 
committee. 

“We’re thankful to our building 
committee, Father, who have been 
very disciplined and diligent to do 
what they can to help make this a 
reality,” said Pastor Charles Aber-
nathy, head minister of the church 
during an opening prayer at the 
groundbreaking.

Church Elders Robert Vaughn 
and Mike Pawlik were present for 
the groundbreaking as well.

Vaughn praised the members 
of the church for their support of 
the project which will provide the 
church with a new, permanent 
home to help the congregation 
serve the community better. 

“We’re so thankful that this 
asset will be a benefit not only for 
the church here, but also for the 
community,” Pawlik said. 

While construction continues 
on the church, the congregation 
will continue to meet at Amy 
Campbell Elementary School at 
3701 Cross Creek Bend Lane in 
Fulshear’s Cross Creek Ranch 
subdivision. Services are held each 
Sunday with Bible classes at 9 a.m. 
and worship services at 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m., Kuykendall said. 

Construction and design for the 
project are both being managed 
by AGCM, Inc. out of San Antonio. 
Locally, First Financial Bank is 
providing the construction loan 
and financing for the project while 
DMAC, Inc. is performing the 
actual sitework, utility installation 

and building construction. The 
design for the building includes an 
all-masonry exterior with concrete 
parking lots which exceed the city 
of Fulshear’s design requirements. 

First Financial Bank Vice 

President of Commercial Lending 
Lance Ramesh said funding the 
project was a distinct pleasure for 
him as a banker. He said he found 
his faith in 2014 and was baptized 
in 2019, so he understands the 
importance of faith in the commu-
nity. 

“It’s a real honor to be part of 
this project,” Ramesh said. “You 
know, it’s rare as a banker that you 
get an opportunity to be involved 
in a project like this. It’s not just 
about a business – there’s actual 
real change going on there – and 
there’s people being saved and 
brought into their relationship 
with Christ.” 
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COMMUNITY & FAITH

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Fulshear church breaks ground on worship center

SOURCE: GOOGLE

The Fulshear Church of Christ’s new facility will be located on the east side of Katy Fulshear Road 
north of FM 1093 near Waggin Tails Pet Ranch. 

FAITHFUL FACTS
Fulshear Church of Christ
Temporary home: 

Amy Campbell Elementary
3701 Cross Creek Bend Lane

Bible study: Sunday 9 a.m.
Services: Sunday 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.

R. HANS MILLER

Members of the Fulshear Church of Christ, a nondenominational congregation, pose for a photo at 
the groundbreaking for the church’s new site. The congregation has about 120 members and has 
been meeting at local schools and a community center for the past six years while waiting to build 
their new worship center.

WAGGIN' TAILS PET RANCH

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
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The Katy Times will be closed on

Labor Day
Sept. 6, 2021

to celebrate the holiday with family and friends. 

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy
in the September 9 edition

is 5 p.m. on Thursday, September 2.

Have a safe and happy holiday from 
The Katy Times staff

(281) 391-3141(281) 391-3141
www.katytimes.comwww.katytimes.com

SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

LIMITED AVAILABILITY!!
CALL AND RESERVE

to secure your unit today!
Thank you, Katy!

of

2021
2nd Place

NEWS

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The halls of Haskett Junior High 
School – Katy ISD’s 17th junior 
high – buzzed with energy after 
the bell between first and second 
periods the morning of Aug. 18. 
Students, faculty, staff and even 
the school’s namesakes, Bill and 
Cindy Haskett, expressed excite-
ment about the district’s new $65.6 
million campus. 

“We’ve been out here all 
morning welcoming the kids in,” 
said Katy ISD Superintendent Ken 
Gregorski. “It’s pretty fantastic.” 

Gregorski 
said the 
campus has 
about 800 
students 
registered 
for classes as 
of opening 
day and 
that things 
for the new 
campus have 
been going 

smoothly overall. He said he was 
able to attend the recent meet-
the-teacher night and parents and 
students had given him positive 
feedback on the new building. 

Many students wore masks in 
the hallways though the school 
district has not mandated such. 
Court battles between Fort Bend 
and Harris counties are ongoing 
with Texas Governor Greg Abbott. 
Gregorski has issued a statement 
encouraging masks but said at 
this time the district will follow 
Abbott’s standing executive order 

until the courts and Texas Edu-
cation Agency have given clear 
guidelines. 

Haskett Principal David Paz 
said he’s excited about the new 
building, but more so the team he 
has been able to put together. Paz 
said hiring the right people, which 
he has referred to as “difference 
makers,” has been important as 
well as getting his new staff togeth-
er over the summer for team build-
ing. The combination has allowed 
him to build a culture at Haskett 
before the doors even opened for 
students, he said. 

“Really, having our workout 
tour that we did and having staff 
socials throughout the summer is 
something that … builds vulnera-
bility,” Paz said. “For them to get to 
know who the leadership team is, 
who their principal is, in a casual 

setting before the work starts – I 
was able to really understand and 
get to know my staff at a deeper 
level.”

Paz said the summer did offer 
up some challenges as the cam-
pus’s construction was finalized. 
The school’s gym is still without 
bleachers, though Paz said he 
hopes that is remedied before 
the Huskies' first volleyball game. 
Texas and American flags are on 
back-order, so while the students 
will still say the pledges to both 
flags, they’re making do with imag-
es on a computer or smartboard in 
the classroom for now. 

Paz said contingency plans are 
in place for temporary bleachers 
if the permanent ones are not in-
stalled before the first home game 
at Haskett. He also praised Katy 
ISD’s administration and mainte-
nance staff for their support and 

ability to provide flexible solutions 
to the challenges of opening a new 
campus. 

Bill and Cindy Haskett, the 
school’s namesakes, were also on 
hand for the campus’s opening. 
Cindy said she was extremely 
proud of the staff and the district 
for the quality and details put into 
the campus. She was especially ex-
cited about some of the faculty she 
was familiar with and other things 
that brought her and Bill joy.

“The fact that the Husky was se-
lected as the mascot since we have 
a husky (is very special),” Cindy 
said. “There are teachers here that 
are former students of mine. There 
are parents here of students that 
the parents are former students of 
mine.” 

Both Hasketts had long careers 
in education, including time serv-
ing in Katy ISD. Bill was principal 

for Katy High School for 15 years 
and Cindy taught math at Katy 
Junior High from 1980 until 2005. 
Cindy said Paz and his staff have 
been welcoming and open and 
both she and Bill said they were 
truly honored to be the namesakes 
for the school. 

“I’m just thinking about the 
fact that there have been so many 
outstanding namesakes in the dis-
trict,” Bill said. “And we’re amazed 
and humbled by the fact that we 
were selected to be the namesake 
of this outstanding facility, and like 
Cindy said, we’re just blown away 
by Dr. Paz and think the enthusi-
asm he exhibits – I can see future 
leaders from this school going to 
other schools because he’s done 
such a great job of putting together 
his staff that they’ll go on and do 
great things beyond Haskett Junior 
High and we’re happy about them.” 

Katy ISD celebrates new school year 
with opening of Haskett Jr. High

FIRST DAY

R. HANS MILLER

Students move between classes in the span between first and second period at Haskett Junior High School. Many of the students and staff wore masks, 
but not all.

DAVID PAZ
Haskett Principal

R. HANS MILLER

Hakett Junior High School namesakes Cindy and 
Bill Haskett said they were impressed not only 
with the Haskett campus, but also with the staff 
at Katy ISD’s newest junior high.

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Memorial Hermann announced Monday that due 
to the continued COVID-19 surge and the strain on the 
hospital system’s operations, it was closing three of its 24-
hour emergency rooms at 5 p.m. Monday evening until 
further notice. 

The three ERs affected at the Memorial Hermann Con-
venient Care Centers in Kingwood, Spring and Sienna. 

“Patients who are currently receiving care inside any 
of these Emergency Rooms will be safely discharged 
or transferred to another Memorial Hermann facility. 
Members of our community who require emergent care 
should proceed to another nearby Emergency Center 
for assistance,” the brief statement from the Memorial 
Hermann Media Relations team said. 

In a statement made to ABC13, Memorial Hermann 
said, “Closing these locations allows us to reassign the 
staff to other Memorial Hermann locations where their 
help is critically needed. It also eliminates the need to 
transfer these patients to the main hospital for admission, 
if necessary.”

As the delta variant continues to prompt increasing 
hospitalizations, hospitals throughout Greater Houston, 
including those in the Katy area have stated that staff are 
exhausted and capacity at hospitals is short or nonexistent. 

More than 350 patients have been admitted to hos-
pitals within the Texas Medical Center for all but two 
days since Aug. 7, according to TMC data as of Monday 
evening.

Memorial Hermann 
closes three ERs 
in Greater Houston

Nehls diagnosed with COVID-19
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Congressman Troy Nehls, 
R – Texas, of Texas’s 22nd 
Congressional District, 
announced Saturday that 
he has been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 just days after 
being near a family member 
who had a mild case of the 
illness. 

“I’m experiencing moder-
ate symptoms, but I am fully 
vaccinated and hope it passes 
soon,” Nehls said in a social 
media statement issued Aug. 
21. “I have been quarantining 
at home and will continue to 
do so for at least the next 10 
days.” 

In a Wednesday state-
ment, Nehls announced that 
a close family member had 

tested positive for COVID-19 
and he had begun clearing 
his calendar to make sure he 
did not spread the virus. In 
that announcement, he also 
said he encouraged vaccina-
tions. 

“Every American is free 
to make their own health 
decisions, but I strongly en-
courage getting vaccinated,” 
Nehls said. 

Former Fort Bend County 
Sheriff and now Congressman 
Troy Nehls has tested positive 
for COVID-19. Nehls is 
recuperating at home and 
isolating while he recovers.

Port Houston volume sets another record in July
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Port Houston reached 
new heights with its big-
gest month ever record-
ed for container twen-
ty-foot-equivalent units, 
according to a press 
release from the port.

This July Port Houston 
recorded 297,621 TEUs, 
an increase of 27% 
compared to July 2020 
and an increase of 224 
TEUs from the previous 
all-time record set in 
March 2021. Year-to-date 
Port Houston reports a 
15% increase in TEUs 

compared to 2020, which 
was a record year for 
containers in Houston 
and surpassed the 3 
million TEU mark.

July is the fifth month 
this year for double-digit 
growth in containers at 
Port Houston. Consum-
ers are spending at un-
precedented levels, driv-
ing an increase in cargo 
across all commodities 
even as the global supply 
chain experiences sig-
nificant challenges like 
schedule disruptions, the 
bunching of vessels, and 
workforce strain.

CONTRIBUTED BY PORT HOUSTON

Hybrid Rubber-Tired Gantry Cranes arriving to Bayport Container Terminal in Port 
Houston. 
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COMMUNITY

SEPT. 1
B2B EXPO

The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce invites 
business leaders to bring their business cards 
and their expertise to the B2B Expo the first 
day of September. This event will feature 32 
companies and organizations exhibiting their 
products and services and more than 125 
business leaders and professionals. Hear from 
business development experts on how to 
grow your enterprise. The event will be held 
at the Embassy Suites – Katy located at 16435 
I-10, Houston. Admission prices are $50 for a 
half-day with meal, $100 for a full day, $250 for 
a vendor booth with a full-day ticket. Spon-
sorships are also available. www.katychamber.
com/events 

TOPGOLF TOURNAMENT CHALLENGE
The Fulshear-Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
hosts this event at Topgolf Katy, located at 
1030 Memorial Brook Blvd, Houston. Swing 
away to have fun and network while sup-
porting local businesses. Event runs from 
noon to 3 p.m. Tickets are $20 per person and 
include lunch and a non-alcoholic beverage 
for networking and spectating only. Entry in 
the tournament which includes 3 hours of 
play, lunch and a non-alcoholic beverage $60. 
Teams of six may register for $300. Sponsor-
ships may be available. https://bit.ly/3sGz1fJ 
or www.fulshearkaty.com 

SEPT. 3
PUDDLE OF MUDD LIVE

Puddle of Mudd and special guests Lucid Illu-
sions and Blackwell will take the stage at the 
Wildcatter Saloon in early September. The rock 
band will perform their hits at this 21-and-up 
event. The concert venue can be found at 
26913 I-10 in Katy on the south side of I-10 
east of Cane Island Parkway. Tickets are $25 for 
general admission, $75 for VIP passes. 

SEPT. 4
THE BREAKFAST CLUB AT KATY VIBES

Step out to catch an 80s tribute band at a local 
eatery on a Saturday evening. Katy Vibes at 
24757 I-10 in Katy in the Katy Ranch Crossing 
shopping center invites the community to 
come out for some favorites from the decade 
of hypercolor and The Brat Pack. No cover. 
832-437-2807. www.katyvibes.com http://the-
breakfastclub.com/page1.html 

SEPT. 4 & 5
TOUR KATY HERITAGE PARK HOMES

The historic park at 5990 George Bush Drive in 
Katy is open the first weekend of each month 
from 12-4 p.m. each day. The park features 
three historic Katy homes, a bandstand and 
Katy’s former Post Office. The homes are 
operated by the Katy Heritage Society which 
was founded in 1979 and works to preserve 
the city’s historic past. Admission is free but 
donations are encouraged. 281-391-8400. 
www.katyheritagesociety.com

HOUSTON WING WARBIRD WEEKEND
The Commemorative Air Force, a nonprofit 
which honors those who built, maintained 
and flew World War II aircraft hosts this event 
to support their work. Flight enthusiasts can 
head to the West Houston Airport at 18000 
Groschke Road and visit Hangar B-5 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $20 per carload. 
www.houstonwing.org. 281-579-2131. Info@
houstonwing.org. 

SEPT. 9
MARKET FESTIVAL AT TODDY OAKS

Toddy Oaks, a distillery, winery and brewery 
at 20120 Franz Road, is hosting an artisan 
market with a variety of vendors. Stop in, grab 
a beverage and shop for jewelry, candles, 
baked goods, home décor, spa products and 
other items. Event runs from 6-10 p.m. Live 
music starts at 7 p.m. No cover. https://www.
facebook.com/ToddyOaks/ 

SEPT. 11
VFW POST 9182 9-11 MEMORIAL

Katy’s Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9182 
and Auxiliary will host a memorial observing 
the twentieth anniversary of the attacks on 
America on Sept. 11, 2001. The memorial 
ceremony will be held from 10-11 a.m. After 
the ceremony, a veterans family picnic held in 
conjunction with American Legion Post 164 
and the Katy Veterans Affairs Clinic will be held 
from 1-5 p.m. The community is welcome to 
help setup from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and clean 
up from 5-6 p.m. 6202 George Bush Drive, 
Katy. 281-391-8387. www.vfw9182.org. www.
legionpost164katytx.org 

SHENANDOAH AT MO’S PLACE
Head out to Mo’s Place at 21940 Kingsland 
Blvd. in Katy to catch country music stars 
Shenandoah in concert. The band will be 
joined by Kenny Orts for this in-person show. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. Mo’s place also features 
a full menu and owner Mo Jeloudarzadeh 
said he and his family are looking forward to 
seeing Katy area residents there. $20 advanced 
tickets. $25 day of show. 21 and up only. mo@
mosplacekaty.com. www.mosplacekaty.com 

SEPT. 11 & 25
FARMERS MARKET AT CENTRAL GREEN

Stop by Central Green at LaCenterra located 
at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. in Katy and find 
a variety of local vendors and artisans selling 
honey, cheese, fresh eggs, vegetables, arts 
and crafts and much more. 281-797-2614. 
customer@yourneighborhoodfarmersmarket.
com. https://bit.ly/3B70lqI 

SEPT. 12
BOLLYWOOD DANCE NIGHT

Spend a fun night at Central Green at LaCen-
terra with a Bollywood Dancing Stars show-
case as well as a Bollywood fashion show, food 
booth, jewelry, clothing, shopping and raffles. 
The fun starts at 6:30 p.m. and goes until 8 
p.m. for this free event. The park is located at 
23501 Cinco Ranch Boulevard in Katy. Parking 
is ample in the shopping center’s parking 
garages and is free. Visit www.bdancingstars.
com for more information. 

SEPT. 17
STATE OF THE SCHOOLS

Katy, Royal and Lamar 
Consolidated ISDs’ 
superintendents will 
provide a breakdown of 
the state of education 
in the Katy area at this 
panel discussion to be held at the Embassy 
Suites Houston west at 16435 I-10, Houston. 
The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce is host-
ing the event from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. with 

networking, lunch and a chance to hear from 
the administrators of the three districts. Mem-
bers $40. Prospective members $50. Corporate 
table of six $500. Sponsorships available. 
www.katychamber.com

SEPT. 18 & 19
HEART OF KATY CRAFT SHOW

Start your holiday shopping early and support 
the Katy Tigers’ Bengal Brigade and cheerlead-
ers at this semi-annual event. The craft show 
features a variety of booths offering crafts, 
baked goods and homemade items of all sorts. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Sunday: 12-5 p.m. 
Event will be held at Katy High School at 6331 
Hwy. Blvd. in Katy. Free entry. Vendors may 
email Patty Harris at heartofkatycraftshow@
gmail.com for more information.

SEPT. 18-NOV. 13
FALL FESTIVAL & PUMPKIN PATCH

Take a short drive south and west of the Katy 
area to Blessington Farms at 510 Chisolm Trail 
in Wallis for the farm’s annual Fall Festival & 
Pumpkin Patch. Hours, dates and costs vary. 
Visit website for details. 832-444-8717. www.
blessingtonfarms.com. 

SEPT 25
BACK TO SCHOOL FUN DAY

The Hangar Unity Center at 4010 Fourth Street in 
Brookshire will host this event to help raise funds 
for local youth programs. The event will feature 
snacks, drinks and games to win prizes. Mostly 
new clothing items will be available for purchase. 
Tickets available by emailing KBOC2021@gmail.
com. The fun runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S 
This annual event to raise money to fight 
Alzheimer’s Disease starts at 7:30 a.m. at La-
Centerra at Cinco Ranch in Central Green Park 
at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. Participants 
should register for the event and will be asked 
to make a donation or otherwise raise money 
for the fight against Alzheimer’s Disease. 713-
314-1330. https://bit.ly/3kflkkl 

PHOTOS BY R. HANS MILLER

Mo Jeloudarzadeh and his sons, Mo Jeloudarzadeh, Jr. (right) and Joe Jeloudarzadeh (left) along with his daughter, Shireen Hovas (not pictured) run Mo’s Place in the heart of the 
Katy area. The night club and concert venue offers community members a chance to get out and enjoy country music and has hosted some of the biggest bands in country and 
western. Mo was inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame in Carthage Texas in August of 2017 for his contributions to the arts.

PHOTOS BY R. HANS MILLER

Katy will be observing the 20th anniversary of the attacks on the U.S. on Sept. 11. Organizations such as American Legion Post 164 and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9182 work to support veterans, including those who have served in the War 
on Terror which the Sept. 11 attacks prompted. Shown here is the June 2021 swearing-in ceremony for Post 164 officers. (from nearest to furthest) Jim McGuire – Post Commander, Robert Armitage – Squadron Commander for the Sons of the 
American Legion, Tracey McDonald – First Vice Commander, Phil Malsbary – Second Vice Commander, William Kennison – Adjutant, Harry Woodstrom – Finance Officer, Ken Trunnell – Chaplain, Butch Sparks – Judge Advocate, Ed Sweat – 
Sergeant at Arms, Andy Valadez – Public Relations Officer, Peter Batura – Executive Committee Member, Mike Callahan – Adjutant for Squadron 164 Sons of the American Legion, Phil Yates – Historian and Frank Morales – Sergeant at Arms for 
Squadron 164 Sons of the American Legion. Lynn Sparks, District Finance Officer for the American Legion officiates.
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GOV. GREG ABBOTT

Governor 
recovers, 
encourages
COVID-19 
vaccinations
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Office of the Governor Communica-
tions Director Mark Miner announced 
Aug. 17 that Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
had tested positive for COVID1-19. Four 
days later, Abbott had recovered from 
the virus and credited his vaccination 
for the short duration of the infection. 

“I am told that my infection was brief 
and mild because of the vaccination 
I received,” Abbott said in a video he 
posted on Twitter Saturday afternoon. 
“So, I encourage others who have not 
yet received the vaccination to consider 
getting one.”

Abbott said he would continue to 
quarantine as recommended by doctors 
and that Texas First Lady Cecilia Abbott 
has not contracted the virus. 

When first reported by the Office 
of the Governor, Abbott was said to be 
asymptomatic. It was unclear whether 
he experienced any symptoms during 
the course of the infection. 

According to a statement from Miner, 
Abbott received Regeneron’s mono-
clonal antibody therapy treatment. The 
treatment is available at no cost to all 
Texans who receive a referral from their 
doctor. 

“It is recommended that Texans 
testing positive for COVID-19 seek this 
antibody therapeutic drug because of its 
effectiveness to help keep people out of 
hospitals,” Miner said.

BY BRIAN LOPEZ
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

"Texas says schools now must notify 
families of positive COVID-19 cases in 
classrooms" was first published by The 
Texas Tribune, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
media organization that informs Texans 
— and engages with them — about 
public policy, politics, government and 
statewide issues.

Sign up for The Brief, our daily news-
letter that keeps readers up to speed on 
the most essential Texas news.

Texas school districts must now notify 
teachers, staff and students’ families 
of positive COVID-19 cases in class-
rooms or extracurricular or after-school 
programs, the Texas Education Agency 
announced in updated public health 
guidance Thursday.

This is a change from the TEA’s pre-
vious guidance, which didn’t explicitly 
require school districts to notify parents 
of a close contact with the virus.

Districts must still report positive cas-
es to their local health departments and 
the state. Local health officials are also 
allowed to investigate COVID-19 cases in 
schools.

While school districts across the state 
issue mask mandates, the TEA maintains 
that it will not issue guidance on mask 
requirements until legal challenges get 

resolved related to Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
order banning such mandates in schools. 
In its guidance, the TEA also states that 
Abbott’s mask order is not being enforced 
because of ongoing litigation. Later Thurs-
day, the Texas Supreme Court cleared the 
way — at least temporarily — for school 
districts to require people to wear masks 
in classrooms.

When the TEA initially released guid-
ance Aug. 5, it was met with backlash 
from parents and health experts who 
didn’t understand why districts wouldn’t 
be required to tell parents about a close 
contact. The agency’s initial reasoning 
was that “the data from 2020-21 showing 
very low COVID-19 transmission rates 
in a classroom setting and data demon-
strating lower transmission rates among 
children than adults.” But this left health 
experts questioning the rationale since 

the more contagious delta variant was 
not prominent last year.

The TEA is also allowing schools to 
conduct rapid tests on staff to mitigate 
the risk of asymptomatic individuals 
being on campuses. With written per-
mission from parents, students also can 
be tested. Parents and school officials 
are to continue keeping students out of 
classrooms if they have COVID-19 or 
are exhibiting symptoms. Parents also 
can choose to keep their kids home for 
10 days after learning their children had 
close contact with someone who con-
tracted the virus, according to the new 
guidance.

The guidance still allows for remote 
conferencing for up to 20 days for stu-
dents who are sick with COVID-19 or 
have been exposed to it. If more time is 
needed, schools can apply for waivers. 
Longer-term remote learning has largely 
been defunded after it was offered at 
the start of the pandemic, and efforts to 
allocate funding for it have so far failed in 
the Legislature this year.

This article originally appeared in The 
Texas Tribune at https://www.texas-
tribune.org/2021/08/19/texas-schools-
covid-19-cases/. The Texas Tribune is a 
member-supported, nonpartisan news-
room informing and engaging Texans on 
state politics and policy. Learn more at 
texastribune.org.

Students arrived at 
Morehead Middle School 
in El Paso on Thursday, 
Aug. 19. School districts 
in Texas must now report 
positive COVID-19 cases 
to students’ families. 
This is a reversal of the 
Texas Education Agency’s 
previous guidance, which 
didn’t explicitly require 
school districts to notify 
parents of a close contact 
with the virus.

IVAN PIERRE AGUIRRE 

FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE 

Schools must notify parents 
of positive COVID-19 cases

CAPITAL  
HIGHLIGHTS

Delta variant continues to spur COVID-19 
case rise, and 3 other Texas-sized issues

BY GARY BORDERS
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

The number of new cases of 
COVID-19 in the state continues to 
rise steeply, with 125,033 reported 
in the past week, along with 937 
deaths. New cases in Texas were 
up 27% compared to the previous 
week and up five-fold in the past 
month, according to the Corona-
virus Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. In Texas, hos-
pitals are nearing capacity, though 
in a number of cases, a shortage 
of nurses and other health care 
workers is forcing facilities to leave 
beds empty. 

Texas Governor Abbott has 
asked hospitals to delay elective 
surgeries during the recent surge 
of cases. 

The number of lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 patients in Texas hos-
pitals reached 12,951 on Sunday 
with 373 intensive care unit beds 
available across the state, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of 
State Health Services. The number 
of COVID-19 hospitalizations is up 
more than four-fold from a month 
ago and is approaching the all-
time high reached in mid-January.

The number of Texans fully vac-
cinated stands at 13.293 million, 
according to DSHS. That’s 45.7% 
of the state’s total population. As 
news of the delta variant spreads, 
the vaccination rate is increasing, 
up more than 20,000 doses daily, 
according to DSHS.

House establishes 
quorum, election 

bill advances
Enough House 

Democrats entered 
the floor Thursday evening for 

Speaker Dade Phelan to announce 
a quorum was present for the 
first time in six weeks. Nearly 50 
House Democrats decamped to 
Washington, D.C. in May to stop 
work in the House. As the Austin 
American-Statesman reported, 
bitterness remains after the walk-
out and Phelan’s attempt to have 
Democrats arrested and forcibly 
brought to the House floor. None 
were arrested.

In addition to the elections bill, 
which would ban drive-through 
voting and other provisions aimed 

at increasing turnout, Abbott 
placed bail reform, distribution 
of federal pandemic relief funds, 
border security and several other 
items on the agenda. This second 
special session ends Sept. 6.

TxDOT launches 
DUI prevention 

campaign
The Texas Depart-

ment of Transportation has rolled 
out a campaign to share stories 
of Texans who must deal with the 

consequences of a drunk driving 
crash. The “Faces of Drunk Driv-
ing” will feature events around the 
state and includes testimonials on 
video from families dealing with 
those consequences.

In 2020, there were 963 alcohol 
related vehicle fatalities — one 
every nine hours. 

“Drinking and driving can lead 
to tragic consequences that are 
100% preventable,” Marc William, 
TxDOT executive director said. 
“These consequences involve indi-
viduals who made the unfortunate 

decision to drink and drive along 
with many innocent victims of 
those decisions.”

One of the “faces” of the cam-
paign is Walter Tidwell, now 25. 
He hopped in his car after a long 
night of drinking and was pulled 
over driving the wrong way down 
a one-way street. Fortunately, 
he was stopped before causing 
a wreck. He recently concluded 
three years of court visits and still 
must take alcohol and drug offend-
er courses, do community service 
and serve a stretch on probation. 
Tidwell is telling his story in hopes 
of convincing others of the dangers 
of driving drunk.

Court issues 
injunction in fight 

over Medicaid 
waiver

A federal district judge last 
week temporarily reinstated a 
10-year extension of a Medicaid 
program worth billions of dollars 
to the state for health care for the 
uninsured. As the Texas Tribune 
and other media outlets reported, 
the U.S. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services wanted the 
state to collect public input before 
negotiating a new extension to the 
agreement, in place since 2011. 

The waiver provides nearly $4 
billion in annual funding for unin-
sured treated in Texas hospitals, as 
well as mental health services.

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journal-
ist. He published a number of 
community newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, including in 
Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.

STOCK PHOTO COURTESY ENERGEPIC.COM

In 2020, there were nearly 1,000 deaths on Texas roadways caused by drinking and driving. The Texas Department of Transportation is launching a 
program to fight the deadly issue on roads in the Lone Star State.
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3

The TEA is also allowing 
schools to conduct rapid 
tests on staff to mitigate 
the risk of asymptomatic 
individuals being on 
campuses. With written 
permission from parents, 
students also can be tested.



BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement  
 by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 06/12/2021

Local owners
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THINGS WE HAVE 
LEARNED FROM 
THE TEXANS' 
TWO PRESEASON 
GAMES

BY TYLER TYRE
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Following a tumultuous offseason, 
the Houston Texans have started out the 
preseason 2-0 and there have been both 
positive and concerning signs from the 
team. 

Surprising pass rush
The Texans pass rush has been a wel-

come surprise to see in the preseason. 
After losing JJ Watt over the offseason, it 
seemed as if there were some questions 
to answer up front, but the team has 
responded. Houston has seven sacks 
over its two preseason games, including 
five against the Dallas Cowboys. Charles 
Omenihu has made a big impact, as he 
had two sacks and a fumble recovery 
against Dallas. 

An improved pass rush would be a 
big step forward for the Texans. Whitney 
Mercilus will be counted on to be a steady 
force while others can hopefully step up. 

Defense forcing turnovers
Through 16 games, the Texans forced 

just nine turnovers last season, the worst 
in the NFL.

Through two preseason games, 
Houston has almost equaled that total, 
with seven takeaways. Four of those have 
been from interceptions, with Lonnie 
Johnson Jr. returning one for a touch-
down. Shyheim Carter, a rookie, also 
came away with an interception during a 
second half in which the Cowboys were 
held scoreless.

It’s a welcome sign of improvement 
and the team will hope to carry over their 
success into the regular season. 

Aggies have high hopes for 2021
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Texas A&M senior kicker Seth 
Small tells a story that might serve as 
a metaphor for the Aggies and their 
prospects for the 2021 season.

Small played his high school ball 
at Katy. Near the Katy High natato-
rium is a pole with a rope. All the 
Katy football players are challenged 
to climb it. When they reach the 
top, they find a bell, which they ring 
and holler, “State!” Small said it’s 
an exercise to help the players keep 
their focus.

When he first tried climbing the 
rope, Small said he had a hard time 
pulling himself up. He didn’t reach 
the top. But he kept at it, worked his 
way up the rope, and rang that bell.

The Aggies hope to reach the top 
and ring their bell this season. Last 
year, they finished 9-1 and defeated 
North Carolina in the Orange Bowl. 
This year’s schedule, at first glance, 
appears favorable. The Aggies have 
seven home games, starting with the 
Sept. 4 season opener against Kent 
State.

Among the other teams vis-
iting College Station this season 

is defending national champion 
Alabama, the only team to beat the 
Aggies last season.

“We feel confident in ourselves,” 
Aggies coach Jimbo Fisher said. “Me 
sitting here saying that doesn’t mean 
it. We want to beat them. They want 
to beat us. Who can do the most 
work and become the best football 

BY TYLER TYRE 
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

It’s the first week of the season and I would like to try 
something a bit new. 

Each week I will post a small preview for every Katy 
ISD football game being played along with some informa-
tion on the game time, location and players to watch for. 
So, following are this week’s games. 

FRIDAY
NON-DISTRICT

Katy vs. Clear Springs, 6 p.m.,  
Legacy Stadium

•  Katy High will face Clear Springs in its first game 
since winning the Class 6A, Div. II state championship 
over Cedar Hill in January. This matchup was the opening 
game of the season for last year's teams as well and Katy 
won 28-13. Clear Springs went undefeated in district play 
last season but lost to Pearland in the bi-district round 

of the playoffs. The Chargers boast an explosive offense, 
returning seven starters, including 6-foot-5 Noah Thomas, 
who caught 40 passes for 833 yards and seven touch-
downs last season. 

Twitter: @tylertyre

Seven Lakes vs. Memorial, 7 p.m.,  
Rhodes Stadium

•  Seven Lakes and Memorial will open the season 
against each other for the second straight year. Last 
season, Memorial won the matchup 20-15 behind 210 
yards rushing and three touchdowns from Carson Zahn 
and a strong defense that forced Seven Lakes into three 
interceptions. Grayson Medford will be the new quar-
terback for Seven lakes this year and will get his first 
varsity action at the position. Memorial returns a strong 
running game, led by Zahn, and offensive line, but does 
have inexperience on defense that Seven Lakes will look 
to exploit.

GRIDIRON

COLE MCNANNA | FILE PHOTO 

Katy High players take the field for a game last season.

KATY ISD WEEK 1 PREVIEWS

See PREVIEWS, page B6

See AGGIES, page B3

See TEXANS, page B6

COURTESY CRAIG BISACRE/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Texas A&M running back Isaiah Spiller #28 lunges 
forward against Florida.

PHOTO BY SAM RICHE/TNS

Indianapolis Colts tight end Eric Ebron (85) tries to elude 
Houston Texans cornerback Lonnie Johnson (32) in 
second quarter action on Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019 at Lucas 
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Ind. 

Tigers sweep Austin in non-district matchup
BY TYLER TYRE
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Katy High is focused on the present.
The team knows there is pressure to 

perform this season after making it to 
the Class 6A regional final last season, 
but the Tigers are taking things one 
game at a time.

“They feel that little bit of pressure, 
especially coming off the type of season 

that we had last year, and I just have 
to keep reminding them that it’s a new 
team and a new season,” said Katy High 
head coach Karen Paxton. “We’re trying 
to get them to where they’re relaxed and 
having fun. This is a new season and we 
have areas of strength that are different 
from last year. We’re building on that 
and the key is just reminding them to 
have fun while they’re playing.”

The Tigers (10-10) handled the pres-

sure fine on Tuesday facing Fort Bend 
Austin (6-12) as they swept the Bulldogs 
in three sets: 25-12, 25-11 and 25-7 at 
the Katy High gym. 

“We really we’re just trying to work 
on things we needed to improve tonight 
and one thing we did was be better with 
our voices,” said senior middle blocker 
Jordan Gamble. “We definitely accom-

See TIGERS, page B8
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are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 
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NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

BY HEIDI PÉREZ-MORENO
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

During football season in 
Lubbock, foot traffic around Texas 
Tech University moves like clock-
work.

Sports fans crowd the bars 
and restaurants, lining streets like 
University Avenue and Broadway 
Street east of campus, and local 
businesses and hotels fill up with 
travelers in town to watch the Red 
Raiders.

Games at the Jones AT&T Sta-
dium are usually packed with fans 
— especially for matchups against 
the University of Texas at Austin 
and the University of Oklahoma. 
At a Texas Tech game against Texas 
in 2018, the stadium was at max 
capacity with 60,454 attendees.

“We’re just extremely busy 
during that period of time,” said 
Lubbock City Council member 
Steve Massengale, who owns a 
Texas Tech athletic merchandise 
store called The Matador. “Those 
games are extremely important 
to businesses that surround the 
university or are impacted during 
those home games.”

But local businesses in the area 
are increasingly worried about 
how profits will fare when Texas 
and Oklahoma officially leave 
the Big 12 for the Southeastern 
Conference, which they’ve said 
they plan to do in 2025. Although 
sales for The Matador typically 
increase tenfold to 15-fold during 
home football games, they often 
skyrocket when the Longhorns or 
Sooners play in Lubbock.

“Our revenue is most likely 
directly proportional to the num-
ber of people in town for a game,” 
Massengale said.

Economists — both in Texas 
and out of the state — have said 
it is unlikely that conference 
realignments will have devastating 
economic effects for college towns 
because athletic revenues have 
historically smaller impacts on the 
local economy as a whole.

But there are indirect effects to 
Lubbock, in particular, because 
college football is so intertwined 
with the area’s culture and pride. 
Lubbock is one of the few sports 
hubs in West Texas, meaning tour-
ists often flock to the area to watch 
games.

“If you ask me about any other 
city, I’m just telling you — the im-
pact is zero,” said Brandli Stitzel, a 
sports economics professor at West 
Texas A&M University in Canyon. 
“But Lubbock is an interesting case 
study for the intensity of prefer-
ence: ‘How much do we like the 
Red Raiders?’ The answer is a lot.”

Texas Tech and local business 
officials have said UT’s and OU’s 
pending departures will have 
devastating effects on Lubbock’s 
economy — and residents say its 
tourism industry greatly depends 
on college athletics.

“Athletics is probably one of 
the most impacts of all the Texas 
Tech regional economic generat-
ing activities,” said Eddie McBride, 
president of the Lubbock Chamber 
of Commerce. “It’s huge.”

He said retail stores, such 
as businesses that sell athletic 
merchandise and clothing stores, 
could take big hits, and stadiums 
could potentially see less atten-
dance, particularly if the Big 12 
doesn’t manage to add a rival like 
Texas and Oklahoma to its roster.

“If you have less people going 
into restaurants or less people go-
ing to shop at retail areas, it’s going 
to have a direct impact on their 
businesses, as well as the people 
they employ and the people that 
can spend tax money — even in 
our community when it’s not a 
football game weekend,” McBride 
said.

Shara Konechney, who owns 
Piper, a women’s clothing bou-
tique in Lubbock about 10 minutes 
from the stadium, said her store is 
usually packed to the brim during 
home games with fans looking to 
buy athletics merchandise or clear 
bags needed in the stadium.

Sales often triple or quadruple 
during these times. She often hires 
an additional two to three staffers 
to help during football season. So 
when she heard Texas and Okla-
homa would be leaving the Big 12, 
she felt “paralyzed,” and imme-
diately thought of how this might 
eventually impact the store.

“It’s a very scary feeling of what 
it could be doing to the university 
and the Lubbock community and 
to the South Plains,” she said.

Shortly after Texas and 

Oklahoma announced their depar-
ture, The Perryman Group in Waco 
released a report that analyzed 
the potential economic impacts 
to remaining Big 12 schools in 
Texas — which also include Baylor 
University and Texas Christian 
University.

The report — paid for by the 
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce 
— said these communities could 
face devastating economic con-
sequences, regardless of whether 
the Big 12 dissolves after UT’s and 
OU’s departures.

It notes that the departures 
could lead to losses in gross prod-
uct and jobs in the area that would 
likely be concentrated in educa-
tional services and retail trade 
industries.

Ray Perryman, president at 
the economic analysis firm, said 
in a statement that, without Texas 
and OU, the rest of the conference 
is undoubtedly facing smaller 
television deals, lower attendance 
and other negative consequences. 
The Lubbock area could also face 
reductions to tax revenue.

“The result would be reductions 
in athletic revenue, tourism and 
economic benefits for affected 
communities,” he said.

UT and OU represent about 
50% of value for the Big 12’s 
television rights contract, Big 12 
Commissioner Bob Bowlsby said 
at a Texas Senate select committee 
hearing on UT’s departure earlier 

this month.
But Stitzel said the broader 

economic impacts to the city are 
minimal at most. Lubbock is by no 
means a small town. With a little 
over a quarter-million residents 
living there, it’s the 11th-largest 
city in Texas, according to Texas 
Demographics.

And its overall economy is also 
supported by other industries, 
such as educational services, agri-
culture and manufacturing.

“Its industrial mix is not partic-
ularly vulnerable,” Stitzel said.

Cullum Clark, director of the 
George W. Bush Institute and 
Southern Methodist Universi-
ty’s Economic Growth Initia-
tive, agreed. He said football in 
Lubbock is seasonal and wouldn’t 
necessarily have a drastic impact 
on the economy.

“I would think that effect — I 
don’t want to say zero, that would 
be a bit of an extreme claim — but 
I think it would be rather small,” 
Clark said.

He added that employment 
during football season is typi-
cally reserved for low-wage jobs, 
and therefore doesn’t add onto 
a long-term economic boost for 
Lubbock.

“All work is honorable, but 
this is not the kind of work that 
makes people sort of seriously 
upwardly mobile and embraces 
the wealth level of the whole place 
very much,” Clark said. “I think 

probably there is an effect — you’d 
probably rather host the football 
games than not in your town, all 
things equal — but I think it’s 
probably a pretty minor effect.”

Clark added that what could 
impact the stability and scope of 
Texas Tech University is whether 
the school is financially stable.

“The key thing is that Texas 
Tech be a healthy institution,” he 
said.

The school’s athletic program 
is greatly dependent on Big 12 
funds. Financial data from Texas 
Tech shows that media rights from 
the Big 12 are the largest income 
stream for the program, making 
up about one-third of its total 
earnings.

Daniel M. Pope, the mayor of 
Lubbock, said in a letter to Gov. 
Greg Abbott that a strong Big 12 is 
crucial to the area.

“The small, locally owned 
businesses that benefit from this 
activity create the jobs that fuel our 
city,” Pope wrote.

Disclosure: Baylor University, 
the George W. Bush Institute, 
Southern Methodist University, 
Texas Christian University, Texas 
Tech University, the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin and West 
Texas A&M University have been 
financial supporters of The Texas 
Tribune, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news organization that is funded in 
part by donations from members, 
foundations and corporate spon-
sors. Financial supporters play no 
role in the Tribune’s journalism. 
Find a complete list of them here.

This article originally ap-
peared in The Texas Tribune 
at https://www.texastribune.
org/2021/08/18/texas-tech-lub-
bock-financial-impact-big-12/. The 
Texas Tribune is a member-sup-
ported, nonpartisan newsroom 
informing and engaging Texans 
on state politics and policy. Learn 
more at texastribune.org.

MICHAEL C. JOHNSON/USA TODAY SPORTS VIA TEXAS TRIBUNE

A Texas Tech cheerleader enters the field before a game against Texas Christian University at Jones AT&T Stadium in Lubbock. 

Businesses near 
Texas Tech worry 
Big 12 shakeup 
will stir trouble

Big 12 fallout: Will economy suffer?

“If you ask me about any other city, I’m just telling 
you — the impact is zero. But Lubbock is an interesting 
case study for the intensity of preference: ‘How much 
do we like the Red Raiders?’ The answer is a lot.”

— BRANDLI STITZEL, WEST TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
SPORTS ECONOMICS PROFESSOR
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WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TAX RATE
The  FORT BEND COUNTY M.U.D. #185   will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2021 on  September 15, 2021 at 12:00 p.m.  at  9 Greenway 
Plaza, Suite 1000, Houston, TX 77046. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater 
or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the 
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value 
of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax 
burden among all property owners.

FOR the proposal: Allen Thomas, Wesley Noonan, Al Menconi
 and Terrell Berger

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Scott Donahue
The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ .93000/$100  $ .89000/$100
 Adopted       Proposed

 
Difference in rates per $100 of value  $ .04000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates(+/-)  -4.30%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $  347,434  $  357,749

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older
      or disabled person’s exemptions)  $             0     $    17,887       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $  347,434  $  339,862

Tax on average residence homestead $3,231.13  $3,024.77

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $    -206.36
    and percentage of increase (+/-)                -6.38%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and 
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead 
increasing by more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to 
approve the operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bob Leared Interests 713-932-9011

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The FORT BEND COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 58 will hold a 
public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2021 on Tuesday, September 
14th, 2021 at 1:00p.m. at the office of Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 
3200 Southwest Freeway, STE 2400, in the Guadalupe Conference Room, and by 
teleconference at (877-402-9753) Access Code:  7731329 for members of the public 
who prefer to participate by telephone due to the COVID-19 epidemic emergency and 
the high threat level warnings issued by various governments and agencies. Your 
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on 
the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable 
value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other 
property determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

FOR the proposal: Chris Colihan, Stephen Andrew Mount,
 Gina Cummings, Ryan Vogler, Stephen Atwell

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.90000 /$100  $0.88000 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed
 
Difference in rates per $100 of value  $-0.02000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -2.22%

Average appraised value $408,829.00  $418,022.00

General exemptions available
    (excluding senior citizen’s or
    disabled person’s exemptions) $0.00  $0.00      

Average taxable value $408,829.00  $418,022.00

Tax on average residence homestead $3,679.46   $3,678.59 

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $-0.87
  and percentage of increase (+/-)  -0.02%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 
281-482-0216.

BY TYLER TYRE
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

The Rockets are in a rebuild, and 
that was made clear with the release 
of the 2021-22 NBA schedule on 
Friday. 

Houston, which has enjoyed many 
national televised games over the 
past decade, only will play in four this 
season, tied for the fewest in the NBA, 
and will only play one game on ABC/
ESPN, Nov. 10 against the Detroit 
Pistons. 

That game will be an intriguing 
matchup as it will feature the top two 
picks of the 2021 NBA draft in the 
Pistons’ Cade Cunningham and the 
Rockets’ Jalen Green. 

The other nationally televised 
games for Houston will be Oct. 14 
against the Boston Celtics, Nov. 4 
against the Phoenix Suns and Jan. 9 
against the Minnesota Timberwolves.

James Harden will return to the 
Toyota Center on Dec. 8 when the 
Brooklyn Nets face off with the Rock-
ets. 

Houston opens the season at 
Minnesota on Oct. 20 before traveling 
back to Houston to face the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder in the Rockets home 
opener Oct. 22. 

This season will be the return of a 
regular 82 game schedule after both 
of the previous two seasons were 
shortened because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Houston will play in 13 
sets of back-to-back games through-
out the season. 

Along with the regular season 
schedule the preseason schedule was 
also released. 

It will be a four-game set for the 
Rockets, the first two of which will be 
played at the Toyota Center, against 
the Washington Wizards on Oct. 5 
and the Miami Heat on Oct. 7. Hous-
ton will then travel to Toronto on Oct. 
11 to face the Raptors and will end the 
preseason at the San Antonio Spurs 
on Oct. 15.

Rockets release 
schedules for
preseason,
regular games

team until then is what’s going to make the 
difference.”

The Aggies return four offensive starters. 
They must find a quarterback to replace 
Kellen Mond, who is now in the NFL. Com-
peting for the job are freshman Haynes 
King and sophomore Zach Calzada.

“When you talk about those two guys, 
Zach is a very talented man, can throw 
the football very well, but everybody gets 
caught in his arm,” Fisher said. “Zach is a 
really good athlete and can run around. I 
think Zach is an NFL talent. I think Haynes 
King is an NFL talent. Haynes can really 
throw the football. He’s smart, he’s compet-
itive, he can run, just like Zach is.”

Fisher said he was pleased with both 
quarterbacks during spring drills.

“They have great knowledge of what 
we’re doing,” Fisher said. “They can get 
the ball to all parts of the field, deep, short, 
understand what we’re doing, understand 
protections. They have the willingness and 
capability. They have creativity.”

The running game looks to be solid, as 
All-SEC running back Isaiah Spiller returns. 

Spiller, a junior, had 1,036 yards on 188 car-
ries, which was third highest in the country. 
He scored nine touchdowns.

The Aggies must also find four new 
offensive linemen. Despite this, Fisher said 
he was confident in the returning linemen, 
who he described as very talented.

“We lost some linemen,” Fisher said. 
“We had one come back, one of the best 
ones in the country, if not the best, in (ju-
nior tackle) Kenyan Green on that side.”

Defensively, the Aggies return seven 
starters, leading some observers to draw 
comparisons to the “Wrecking Crew” 
defenses of Texas A&M football lore. Senior 
linebacker Buddy Johnson, who led the 
team with 86 tackles, returns, along with 
senior linebacker Aaron Hansford, who 
had 49. Yet when considering compari-
sons with the Wrecking Crew-era teams, 
sophomore defensive lineman DeMarvin 
Leal, who had 37 tackles last season, said 
it’s a new era.

“I have all respect for the Wrecking 
Crew, and I would say that this generation 
is different,” Leal said. “So I would say 

taking their name, that’s not something we 
should do. It’s a new generation. It’s a new 
full tour. It’s a new Aggieland. So I would 
say that there is a name that we’re going to 
come up with, but it’s not The New Wreck-
ing Crew.”

Fisher said he was also excited about 
the Aggie special teams. Small returns as 
kicker, and sophomore Nik Constantinou 
returns as punter.

“Our specialists returned,” Fisher said. 
“Our returners returned. We’ve got a great 
job of stepping, kicking, punching, all re-
turning. We got a great group of great guys 
that can affect the football game and a lot 
of ways over there.”

Expectations are high in Aggieland. So is 
the pressure, which Fisher said he tells the 
players is a privilege. But time will tell if the 
Aggies get to ring that proverbial bell.

“It means that what you do matters and 
that you’re playing at the highest levels, 
and you learn to embrace those things,” 
Fisher said. “The way you deal with pres-
sure is create day-to-day habits that allow 
you to deal with that.”

from page B1
AGGIES

Texas A&M’s defense makes a play 
against LSU. 

COURTESY BAILEY ORR/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS



WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an inten-
tion or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

850
HELP WANTED

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

ARE YOU ADVERTISING?
Your business is open. Your lights are on.

INVITE PEOPLE IN.
To advertise, call us at

281-391-3141

680
COMMERCIAL

PROPERTY FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR sublease 
1200 sq. ft. 
through April 2022.  
Prime location  99 
and Kingsland. 
4 offices, lobby, 
kitchenette, rest-
room and storage 
closet. Call Mary 
(347) 247-7000.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Precision Welding Academy, 18830 Gummert Rd. 
Katy, Texas 77449 is applying to become a candidate 
for accreditation with the Commission of the Council 
on Occupational Education. Persons wishing to make 
comments should either write to the Executive Director 
of the Commission, Council on Occupational Education, 
7840 Roswell Road, Bldg. 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, 
GA 30350, or submit comments on the Council’s website 
(www.council.org). Persons making comments must 
provide their names and mailing addresses.

GRAND LAKES MUNICIPAL 
UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 2

NOTICE OF DESIGNATION
OF MEETING PLACE OF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OUTSIDE THE DISTRICT
TO THE RESIDENTS AND TAXPAYERS OF GRAND 
LAKES MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 2 AND 
TO ALL OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS:

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Grand 
Lakes Municipal Utility District No. 2 (hereinafter called 
“District”), at a meeting of said Board held on August 
16, 2021, established a regular meeting place of said 
Board outside the boundaries of the District at Municipal 
Accounts & Consulting, L.P. located at 1281 Brittmoore 
Road, Houston, Texas 77043.

All residents and taxpayers of the District and all other 
interested persons are invited to attend all meetings of the 
Board of Directors, including those at said location.

The mailing address for correspondence directed to the 
District is 1300 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1400, Houston, Texas 
77056.

 /s/ Greg Henry        
 Secretary
 Board of Directors

CITY OF WEIMAR, TEXAS 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

(IT) INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 

SERVICES
Proposals will be received by the City of Weimar for 
Information Technology Support Services.

Interested vendors should submit one (1) original and two 
(2) copies of the proposal response documentation in an 
envelope marked as follows: “IT SUPPORT SERVICES 
PROPOSAL: DO NOT OPEN UNTIL SEPTEMBER 8, 
2021 AT 10:00 A.M.” Please submit sealed proposals to:

David Mason, Finance Director
City of Weimar
106 E Main Street
Weimar, Texas 78962

Sealed proposals must be received by Wednesday, 
September 8 at 10:00 a.m., at which time proposals will be 
publicly opened and read aloud. Vendors are required to 
provide as much detail as possible in this proposal regarding 
scope of services, approach to protecting and securing the 
technology used by City users, and their capability and 
experience. The City of Weimar will utilize evaluation 
and selection criteria to determine an acceptable vendor. 
The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals 
or to accept any proposal considered most advantageous, 
regardless of price. Copies of the Request for Proposal are 
available electronically at www.weimartexas.org under 
“Legal Notices.” Proposals will be public information after 
they are opened. Please direct all inquiries to David Mason 
at citytreasurer@weimartexas.org or 979-725-8554. Any 
changes or clarifications to the Request for Proposal will be 
posted exclusively on the City’s website.

Call Debbie at 281-391-3141
or visit us online at
www.katytimes.com

Showcase your stuff
for sale in the Classifieds!

August 12
Puzzle Answers

Join us Wednesday, Sept. 1, for a hiring event in Katy, 
Texas! We are seeking assembly line leads and assembly 
operators in manufacturing. Multiple shift opportunities 

are available. Apply online or meet us in person at
The Hangar Unity Center to learn more about these 

positions: https://bit.ly/2TIs7cT
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREWINDOW CLEANING

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Senior kicker Seth Small is one 
of four players from Katy-area high 
schools who expect to make their 
mark on this year’s Texas A&M 
football season.

Last year, Small, a Katy High 
graduate, played in all 10 of the 
Aggies’ games last season, making 
11 of 13 field goal attempts. In 
his 2018 freshman season, Small 
made 20 of 28 attempts, including 
a 52-yarder.

Aggies coach Jimbo Fisher said 
he and Small came to Aggieland 
together.

“He has been a tremendous 
weapon for us in the kicking game 
and just keeps getting better,” 
Fisher said. “I expect him to have a 
great senior campaign.”

Katy coach Gary Joseph said 
Small’s success doesn’t surprise 
him or anyone on the Tigers staff.

“Seth was such a well-ground-
ed, polite young man that he had 
great work habits, a positive per-
sonality, faith and strong self-con-
fidence to what he was doing,” 
Joseph said. “Seth, during his years 
at Katy High School, set the stan-
dard for all kickers and punters 
by his commitment and ability to 
make his teammates respect him 
for who he was and what he stood 
for. Seth does keep in touch with 
Katy High School and all coaches 
and former players.”

Small was born in Houston and 
spent his early childhood in Den-
ver. His family moved to Katy when 
he was in the seventh grade, and 
he thought he’d become a soccer 
player. He found himself playing 
football instead.

Small has plenty of Tiger 
memories. He said his favorite 
came in Katy’s first game in Legacy 
Stadium, in 2017, against The 
Woodlands. Hurricane Harvey hit 
the Texas Gulf coast a couple of 
weeks earlier, and Small and his 
teammates helped people clear 

out their houses after the 
flooding.

The game itself had 
its own highlights. Small 
said he put one of his 
kickoffs seven or eight 
yards deep in the end 
zone, but the Highland-
ers’ returner, KeSean 
Carter, returned it for a 
touchdown. Carter today 
plays at Texas Tech. The 
Tigers were behind 21-7 at half-
time, but came back to win, 24-21, 
on Small’s first game-winning field 
goal.

Small continues to follow the 
Tigers. Last season, Small and a 
former teammate, Connor Galvin, 
traveled to Arlington to watch the 
championship game, which Katy 
won. Galvan, an offensive lineman, 
today plays at Baylor.

Small got married last month 

and plans to graduate in 
December with a degree 
in business adminis-
tration with emphasis 
on entrepreneurial 
management. He said he 
hopes to go into business 
or become a franchise 
owner, and expressed 
admiration for Chick-
fil-A.

Of the four Katy-area 
players on the Aggies roster, Max 
Wright enjoys the distinction of 
playing on defense, offense, and 
special teams. Wright is a Taylor 
graduate. He joined Texas A&M 
as a defensive player but switched 
to tight end in 2020. He played in 
three games last season, making a 
42-yard touchdown catch against 
South Carolina.

“Max Wright made the switch 
from the defensive side of the ball 

to tight end and has continued to 
improve each year,” Fisher said. 
“He is a valuable member of our 
special teams units as well.”

Taylor coach Chad Simmons 
said Wright was a senior when he 
came to Taylor in 2018, but was 
around the program a bit and they 
came to know each other.

“I always heard very positive 
things about him from coaches 
and teachers who were here,” 
Simmons said. “He came across 
as a leader and does still come by 
the Fieldhouse to visit when he’s 
in town.”

Redshirt freshman defensive 
lineman Braedon Mowry, also a 
Taylor graduate, joins the Aggies 
for his first season in College 
Station. While at Taylor, Mowry 
was named Houston-area UIL 
Defensive Player of the Year by the 
Houston Touchdown Club.

Simmons described Mowry as 
a special talent that doesn’t come 
around very often.

“Braden was a defensive end 
with a really good defensive back’s 
speed and agility,” Simmons said. 
“He was a very fluid athlete. He 
was all but impossible to block 
one-on-one, particularly rushing 
the quarterback, while also playing 

very disciplined technique versus 
the run.”

Simmons had a particular 
memory of Mowry’s senior season.

“One of the most impressive 
things that Braden did his senior 
year was to go from struggling in 
Spanish to being named the student 
of the year in that subject,” Simmons 
said. “He still comes around here 
to work out and visit when he’s in 
town. I actually talked to him today 
(Monday, August 2). He still has a 
younger brother playing offense of 
line here at Taylor High.” 

Freshman defensive lineman 
Tunmise Adeleye enrolled at the 
university in the spring. He is a 
Tompkins graduate. Fisher said 
Adeleye made an impact during 
spring drills.

“He is a young man that I see 
contributing this year and has a 
bright future,” Fisher said.

Fisher had praise for all the 
Aggie players from Katy.

“Let me just say that all of these 
players from the Katy area have 
received tremendous coaching 
and are outstanding young men,” 
Fisher said. “They are excellent 
representatives of Katy and great 
teammates at Texas A&M. They 
help make our team better.”

Katy-area players make mark at Texas A&M

“All of these players from the Katy area have received tremendous coaching 
and are outstanding young men. They are excellent representatives of Katy 

and great teammates at Texas A&M. They help make our team better.” 
—JIMBO FISHER, TEXAS A&M FOOTBALL COACH

COURTESY CRAIG BISACRE/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Texas A&M defensive lineman Max Wright #93 during the Texas A&M-Clemson game last September. 

TUNMISE ADELEYE
Texas A&M 

defensive lineman

COURTESY CRAIG BISACRE/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Texas A&M defensive lineman Braedon Mowry #46 at a football scrimmage at Kyle Field in College 
Station. 

Texas A&M kicker Seth Small #47 during the 
Florida-Texas A&M game last October. 
COURTESY CRAIG BISACRE/TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

No answer  
at quarterback

With Deshaun Watson out of 
the picture, it seems as if this is 
Tyrod Taylor's team, but he hasn’t 
done much to inspire confidence 
this preseason. Taylor went 4-for-
4 for 40 yards against the Packers 
and 2-for-5 against the Cowboys 
for 10 yards and has yet to throw 

for a touchdown this preseason. 
The 11-year veteran has always 

been known as an efficient player, 
but someone who wasn’t willing 
to push the ball downfield, and 
that is how he has looked for the 
Texans as well.

Davis Mills has gotten lots of 
run against backups but has not 
wowed many. The team will need 
a step up at the position during 

the regular season as Taylor con-
tinues to learn the offense.

Efficient offense
Through two games, the Texans 

have committed just one turnover, 
an interception by Mills against 
the Packers in the team's first 
game. 

It looks like the calling card for 
this offense will be to wear teams 

down with a methodical approach 
that leans on a rushing attack 
including Mark Ingram II, Phillip 
Lindsay and Rex Burkhead. 

Every offensive touchdown 
for Houston has come on the 
ground thus far and the team has 
struggled when facing third downs 
as they went 0-10 against the 
Cowboys, but the plus will be that 
the team has not generated many 

turnovers and has played safe.

Up next
The Texans return to NRG 

Stadium on Saturday for the first 
and only time this preseason to 
play the Tampa Bay Bucaneers at 
7 p.m. After a week off, the Texans 
will open the season against the 
Jaguars at home on Sept. 12 at 
noon. 

Mayde Creek  
at Conroe High,  

7 p.m., Moorehead Stadium
•  Mayde Creek were 24-14 winners over 

Conroe in last year’s season opener as Jace 
Wilson passed for two touchdowns and 
Julius Loughridge rushed for two scores. 
It will be a new look for Mayde Creek this 
year as the Rams are a very young team, 
but do have promising pieces on both sides 
of the ball. Conroe went winless in District 
13-6A last year but have 13 returning 
starters and have the potential to be an 
explosive offense. Louis Williams III is 
6-foot-1 and a very dangerous deep threat, 
and Mayde Creek will need Tay’Shawn 
Wilson, Jordan Kelly and the rest of the 
secondary to play well to counter Conroe’s 
explosive players.

Cinco Ranch at College Park,  
7 p.m., Wood Forest Stadium
•  College Park came out 20-13 winners 

in last year’s matchup against Cinco 
Ranch as Ty Buckmon threw for 210 yards 
and three touchdowns. The Cavaliers went 
undefeated in District  13-6A play and 
have the looks of a good team this year 
with Buckmon back to lead the offense 
and a very good secondary on defense. 
It will be a good test for Cinco Ranch, as 
they have the makes of a very good pass 
game as they return Gavin Rutherford 
who threw for 1,372 yards last year and 

both Seth Salverino and Noah Abboud at 
receiver.

Paetow at Barbers Hill, 7:30 p.m., 
Eagle Stadium

•  Paetow narrowly defeated Barbers 
Hill last year, 21-20, C.J. Dumas threw 
for 136 yards and two touchdowns as the 
Panthers outlasted the Eagles in a thrilling 
game. Paetow returns a very strong de-
fense, including eight starters on that side 
of the ball and will need to be at their best 
to slow down Barbers Hill’s Brent Holdren, 
who passed for 1,404 and 19 touchdowns 
and rushed for 918 yards and 16 touch-
downs last season. The biggest question 
for Paetow is on both the offensive and 
defensive line and this will be a good test to 
see how both units look. 

Jordan at Waco La Vega,  
7:30 p.m., Willie Williams Stadium

•  Jordan’s first ever varsity game will 
come against no slouch of a team. Waco 
La Vega finished second to Midlothian 
Heritage in District 5-4A, Div. I and made 
it to the Class 5A, Div. I regional semifi-
nals before losing to Argyle. The Pirates 
have a physical defense led by Darion 
White. Jordan will get a good first taste of 
varsity football and it will be interesting 
to see what quarterbacks Colin Willetts 
and Deuce Barrington can do against the 
Pirates.

SATURDAY
NON-DISTRICT

Tompkins vs. Magnolia, 6 p.m., 
Legacy Stadium

•  The reigning District 19-6A champs 
will face off against Magnolia to start the 
season. The Falcons were 24-21 winners 
over the Bulldogs last season. Tompkins 
is tasked with replacing Jalen Milroe and 
it will be a very big test for Cole Francis 
in his first varsity start. Josh McMillan 
and Matthew Ogunrin will be good 
targets for Francis to take the pressure 
off and Tompkins defense should be 
deep with talent. William Alexander and 
Harrison Hefner are key players for the 
Magnolia defense.

Twitter: @tylertyre

Taylor at Cypress Springs, 6 p.m., 
Cy-Fair FCU Stadium

•  Taylor handily beat Cy-Springs in last 
year's season opener, 37-0 and it shouldn’t 
be much different this year. The Panthers 
are in the midst of a rebuild with a new 
coach and have not had a winning season 
since 2003. Taylor will use the game to get 

experience for new players after graduat-
ing a strong senior class last season. Joe 
Jefferson will get a chance to show his 
skills at the quarterback position and will 
be helped out by Hollis Robinson, Michael 
Whitaker and Tyler Irving along with Nolan 
Hay on the offensive line. Players to watch 
on the Panthers side are Jemari Seals, who 
is a Division I prospect, Terrill Curtis and 
Cameron White. 

Morton Ranch vs. Cypress Lakes, 
7 p.m., Rhodes Stadium

•  Morton Ranch won 24-14 over Cy-
Lakes last season in a strong second half 
performance from the Mavericks as they 
scored three touchdowns in the fourth 
quarter. Morton Ranch will try out two 
quarterbacks in the game as both Josh 
Johnson and Mike Gerald will play while 
Gerald will also play at receiver. Karsten 
Christopher will be their partner in the 
backfield and was the teams leading rusher 
last year. David Hicks will lead the Morton 
Ranch defense. Cy-Lakes went winless last 
season and returns just four starters and 11 
total letterman. Amir Turner and Darnel 
Green are the biggest players to watch for 
the Spartans.

Paetow players line up on the sidelines before a game last season, above. Right, Taylor players take the 
field before a game last season.

from page B1
PREVIEWS



BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Julia Grosso’s momentary panic 
very quickly turned to relief.

When the Texas Soccer senior 
shot what turned out to be the 
goal-medal winning penalty kick 
for Canada at the Tokyo Olympics, 
she first thought the Swedish goal-
keeper saved it, but her shot had 
enough power to squeak through 
and make history for Canada.

“I knew that as the final kick, 
but it took me a second to realize 
we won gold,” Grosso said. “It was 
a sign of relief because of all the 
hard work we’d put in. It was the 
craziest moment ever.”

Grosso made five appearances 
for Canada at the Tokyo Olympics, 
facing Great Britain, Chile, Brazil, 
Sweden and the United States. She 
now has 29 caps for Canada.

She is also the first soccer 
Olympian in Texas history and 
now owns the first medal of any 
type for the Longhorns’ soccer 
program.

“It was pretty cool to be at the 
Olympic village with all the other 
athletes because they all knew we 
won and were very supportive,” 
Grosso said. “But it really set in for 
me when we landed in Canada. 
There were people waiting at the 
airport.”

Canada made the first PK 
but missed the following three. 
Sweden made two of its first three 
attempts but missed three straight 
to allow the Canadians to get right 
back in it and set up Grosso’s his-
toric moment.

The 20-year-old midfielder 
didn’t feel any pressure when she 
stepped up to the spot.

“I tried not to think it was the 
Olympic gold medal match, I just 
tried thinking I was at practice,” 
Grosso said. “If I thought about it, I 

would be nervous.”
The Olympic Tournament was 

a breakthrough for Canada, which 
beat the defending champions and 
top-ranked U.S. Women’s National 
on the way to its first major tourna-
ment win.

Captain Christine Sinclair has 
played in five World Cups and four 
Olympics for Canada. The 38-year-
old is by far the most decorated 
Canadian soccer player, leading 
the country in caps (304), goals 
(187).

Sinclair was one of the first peo-
ple Grosso celebrated with after 
scoring the winning PK.

“I’ve been looking up to her 
ever since I’ve been playing soc-
cer,” Grosso said. “She’s paved the 
way for so many females around 
the world. It’s a crazy feeling to 
know I had the honor to be with 
her when we got that gold medal.”

Grosso is a key part of the Texas 
Soccer program and has 15 goals 
and 12 assists in 42 career matches 
with the Longhorns. She was a 
USC preseason All-American and 
an All-Big 12 selection this season.

Freshman forward Holly Ward, 
senior midfielder Carlee Allen and 
junior forward Sydney Nobles all 
scored Texas rolled to a 3-0 win 
over Abilene Christian in an exhi-
bition match on Friday night.

The regular season gets under-
way with back-to-back road games 
in Florida against UCF on Aug. 19 
and at Florida on Aug. 22. The first 
home game for Texas is Aug. 29 
against Georgetown.

“I just think I want to switch my 
mindset that I want to win with my 
college team now,” Grosso said. 
“We want to win the Big 12 and 
an NCAA Championship. Right 
now, I’m celebrating that we won, 
but as soon as I get to Texas, I’ll be 
focused.”
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BY R. HANS MILLER 

NEWS EDITOR

The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 
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BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.
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A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.
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IRE, page A3
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SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texas Longhorns midfielder Julia Grosso (7) moves the ball during an NCAA women's soccer match between Texas and Texas Tech at Mike A. Myers 
Stadium in Austin, Texas, on Oct. 27, 2019.

Texas senior Grosso wins Gold in Tokyo

“It was pretty cool to be at the Olympic village with all the 
other athletes because they all knew we won and were 
very supportive. But it really set in for me when we landed 
in Canada. There were people waiting at the airport.”

—JULIA GROSSO, OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALLIST AND LONGHORN SENIOR

BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Cade Brewer and the rest of the Texas 
tight ends are ready to make an impact.

With a new offense under first-year 
head coach Steve Sarkisian, the group 
is expected to play a bigger role. And 
as the unquestioned leader in a room 
that has three freshmen, Brewer is 
prepared to step up.

“We the do-it-all guys on offense,” 
Brewer said. “(Tight Ends coach Jeff 
Banks) said the other day that it's the 
toughest position to play on this team, 
especially on offense. It’s a lot on our 
plates, but we’ve got the guys to do it.”

Brewer has been the pinnacle of 
consistency over the last two seasons, 
catching 15 passes for 169 yards and 
two touchdowns in 2020 and finishing 
with 11 receptions for 159 yards and a 
score in 2019.

Texas started its second full week 
of practice on Monday, will hold an 
open practice at DKR on Wednesday 
and will play another scrimmage on 
Saturday as the regular season quickly 
approaches.

The Longhorns are ranked No. 21 in 
the AP Top 25 poll released Monday, 
the fifth straight season Texas is in 
the preseason poll. Texas begins the 
regular season at 3:30 p.m. on Sept. 4 
at home against No. 23 Louisiana.

Texas held its first scrimmage on 
Saturday, and because of NCAA rules, 
it was really the second time the Long-
horns’ have practiced with full pads 
on, according to Sarkisian.

The first-year head coach was 
happy with the sound play defensively, 
which he said didn’t give up any big 
plays. Offensively, he said there were 
some missed opportunities, but it was 
good to get used to the heat at DKR.

“It was a good first week and a good 
start to it all, but we have a lot of work 
to do to get to where we want to be,” 
Sarkisian said.

The battle for the starting quar-
terback position rages on for Casey 
Thompson and Hudson Card. Thomp-
son had one turnover on Saturday.

Sarkisian didn’t want either quar-
terback to play conservatively in the 
scrimmage, he wanted to push the 
decision-making and see if the things 

they’ve been implementing in practice 
carried over to a game-like format.

It didn’t.
“Neither guy played up to the stan-

dard that I view as acceptable and I 
think what they view as acceptable,” he 
said. “That’s part of the process.”

Sarkisian said he feels good about 
the defensive front anchored by Keon-
dre Coburn on the line and DeMarvi-
on Overshown at linebacker, as well as 
the running backs with Bijan Robinson 
and Roschon Johnson.

He also said the tight ends and 
secondary are coming along as he 
expected. The other position groups 
are still finding consistency.

Training camp is for building 
consistency, and the Longhorns have 
started the process to get to when they 
need to be. But there’s a long way to go 
before kickoff in less than a month.

“We were trying to push the guys 
and understand that you’ve got to 
push through the adversity and ulti-
mately perform,” Sarkisian said. “There 
were moments when we did that, but 
not nearly consistent enough to do it 
at a high level come the season.”

Cade Brewer, Texas tight end group 
ready to step up for Longhorns

COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS ATHLETICS

Cade Brewer caught two touchdowns last year for Texas and has three in his career with the 
Longhorns. He's hoping to have a bigger impact this season.
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Convenient Locations — Close to Home
Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a  
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

• Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy 
• Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist  

West Hospital, should you need it
• A team of experts using the newest technologies
• Personalized care tailored to your unique needs 

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety  
is our priority.

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.
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TIGERS

plished that tonight, we communicated, 
we made the right calls and just did a 
much better job on it than we had been.”

Katy High started slowly in the first 
set, but kicked it into gear and pulled 
away after letting the Bulldogs hang 
around for the first half of the set. 

The Tigers found their groove in the 
second set and kept that going into the 
third as the team ran away with the 
match in the final two sets with a strong 
serve receive game and defense.

“We served really aggressively tonight 
and were able to move the ball around 
really well tonight,” Paxton said. “We 
weren’t simple with things and we were 
able to make things a little bit more 
complex. A lot of that had to do with our 
defense doing a great job putting us in 
the transition and then our setters did a 
good job as well.”

The Tigers have key players that re-
turn from their deep playoff run but also 
have a mixture of newcomers.

Mixing and matching who to play and 
when has been a key early in the season. 

“Even with the amount we have 
returning we lost a lot of seniors last 
year, so it’s been different getting to 
know everyone and seeing everyone play 
together on the court,” said  But it’s been 
really nice to see people step out of their 
comfort zone and get out of their shells 
as we’ve grown together as a team.”

The Tigers have two weeks until the 
start of district and are looking to keep 
the chemistry and improvement going 
everyday to get to the level they need to 
be.

“I think that this team is capable of 
anything,” Gamble said. “We already 
have a lot of talent and we have new 

talent coming in. I think we can do big 
things this year.”

Katy High 3, Fort Bend Austin 0
Katy High  25, 25, 25
FB Austin  12, 11, 7
Highlights: (K) Maddie Waak 15 

assists, 7 digs, 4 kills, 2 aces, 1 block; 
Jordan Gamble 9 kills, 4 blocks; Maddy 
Chappel, 8 kills, 1 block, 1 dig; Addison 
Chapman 4 kills, 1 block; Avery Prater 2 
aces; Brooke Pagle 4 digs, 1 ace; Chan-
dler Lee 6 kills, 2 digs, 1 block; Charlize 
Reyes 5 digs, 1 ace; Izabela Denton 11 
digs, 2 assists, 3 aces; Jessie Leach 9 digs, 
1 assist, Kailey Wyckoff 8 assists, 4 digs, 3 
aces; Kaylea Marhofer 4 assists; Kennedy 
Pike 3 kills, 1 block.

Records: Katy High 10-10; Fort Bend 
Austin 6-12

PHOTO BY TYLER TYRE

A number of Katy High players go up for a block attempt against Fort Bend 
Austin during Tuesday’s match at the Katy High gym. 
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