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Katy City Council hears animal control update

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council members 
authorized the purchase of a stage 
and contracts for sludge hauling, 
fuel and landscape maintenance 
janitorial services during its Aug. 

9 meeting. Council also heard an 
update from Katy Police Chief Noe 
Diaz regarding ongoing efforts to 
improve Katy Animal Control and 
the implementation of the City 
of Katy Animal Advisory Group’s 
recommendations. 

“The advisory group did a 
phenomenal job,” Diaz said. “They 
volunteered and I just can’t thank 
them enough and we plan to meet 
again in September.” 

Diaz said the advisory group 
had recommended eight actions 
be taken at Katy Animal Control 
to improve operations there. The 

group’s recommendations include 
reinstating the 72-hour stray hold 
policy established before its ten-
ure began, establishing a written 
euthanasia policy, purchasing a 
cat cage, requiring vaccinations 
for all animals taken into the 
shelter, modernizing the shelter, 
finding a coordinator to manage 
relationships with animal rescue 
organizations, establishing a pet 
wellness program and improving 
public outreach. 

Katy Animal Control has 

CITY OF KATY

Katy Police Chief 
Noe Diaz briefs 

Katy City Council 
regarding 

ongoing 
improvements 
to practices at 

Katy Animal 
Control as 

recommended 
by the Katy 

Animal Control 
Advisory Group. 

Katy’s Pappa Gyros looks to open second location
BY MEGAN BIASIOLLI
EDITORIAL INTERN

Pappa Gyros is a small, Katy-based au-
thentic Greek restaurant which serves Greek 
and American food. George Batsios and his 
son, Chris Batsios, first opened Pappa Gyros 
in 2016. They also own Sapore Detroit Pizze-
ria. Their goal is to provide authentic food that 
makes their customers happy, they said.

“We want our guests to feel 
welcome and at home from 
the moment they come in and 
while they’re dining with us; 
we make sure that we provide 
that every time,” Chris said. 

Pappa Gyros is located at 
23255 Kingsland Blvd, Katy, TX 
77494. It has been their only 
location since they opened. 
However, recently they decided 
to build their second location 
at the northwestern corner of 

Mason and Franz roads. The new 
Pappa Gyros location will debut 

this fall. They are looking forward to the open-
ing of their newer, bigger place to serve more 
customers.

COURTESY CHRIS BATSIOS

Pappa Gyros, best-known for their authentic Greek-style gyros, uses family recipes and knowledge of other cuisines in their dishes. 
Chris Batsios greets customers at the door and goes out of his way to know the name of the customer he is serving. Pappa Gyros 
strives to serve each customer with Greek hospitality. See GYROS, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Officials in Fort Bend, 
Harris and Waller counties 
as well as at the state level 
are urging the community to 
exercise extra caution as data 
shows the SARS-CoV-2 Delta 
variant spreading rapidly 
across the state, including the 
Katy area. Officials noted that 
hospitalizations in Great-
er Houston are increasing 
rapidly.

“When you look at week 
to week trends, the seven-day 
average of new cases is up 
92% from last week,” said 
Department of State Health 
Services Director of Media 
Relations Chris Van Deusen 
during an Aug. 4 press con-
ference briefing the public on 
statewide trends. “Hospital-
izations are up 49%. Fatalities 
are up 15%, so all of these are 
going in the wrong direction, 

See COUNCIL, page A3

DSHS

Dr. Jennifer Shuford, Texas’s chief epidemiologist with the Department of State 
Health Services, speaks during an Aug. 4 press conference. Over the last week, health 
officials at the state and county levels have expressed concern about a wave of 
infections caused primarily by the Delta variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus which causes 
the COVID-19 disease. Shuford said the rapid spread of the virus is the worst she’s 
seen since the pandemic struck Texas last year.

Officials urge caution 
in light of the Delta 
variant's rapid spread

Council members 
also authorize 
various contracts

RISING CURTAINRISING CURTAIN

BY MELANI ALANIS
EDITORIAL INTERN

While COVID-19 may 
have shut a lot of things 
down, there are a few 

things that rose from the ashes of 
the pandemic, as is the case with 
the Rising Curtain Community 
Theatre group who recently put 
on their first production.

“The theater group allowed 
me to have a unique experience 
in our small town of Brookshire,” 
Vladimir Moreno, an understudy 

with the acting troupe, said.
Originating from Brookshire 

and Pattison, the new theatre 
company was started up by Zoe 
Buller, age 17, and Noel Medi-
na, age 19. The pair had missed 
theater class after school let out. 
They said they’d had ideas brew-
ing since early May and used 
that month to set everything up 
and practice for the play that 
they set for July.

“I started thinking to myself 
what if we started doing produc-
tions and learned more of the 

behind-the-scenes stuff instead 
of just the acting and tech, and 
so I went to (Medina) and asked 
him if he wanted to do it because 
I know that he did it in the past,” 
Buller said.

With support from family, 
friends and their high school 
and junior high directors Ray-
mond Callies and Brittany Beall, 
the Rising Curtain team was able 
to put on its first production, the 
“Romanium Uranium Mystery.” 

COMMUNITY THEATRE TAKES COMMUNITY THEATRE TAKES 
THE SPOTLIGHTTHE SPOTLIGHT

COURTESY MICHELLE CONCEPCION

From left to right is Alexza Orduna as Dee Livery, Zoe Buller as Buffy Beaumont, Kyndalynn Hulse as The Countess, Fernando 
Solorio as Inspector Clueless, Maria Flores as Juliet Redheart, and Noel Medina as Goldie Digger. Together each had a part 
to play in the “Romanium Uranium Mystery,” the first play put on by The Rising Curtain Community Theatre troupe.

See THEATRE, page A3

See DELTA, page A3
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Older adults who have paid off their mortgage, without 
plans to apply for car loans or credit cards may assume 
they can relax about their credit score, but credit scores can 

affect retirees in the following ways:
• Existing lines of credit can be reduced or closed, and interest rates can be
 increased if credit scores decrease dramatically.
• Insurance expenses such as premiums can be set based in part on your credit 

score.
• Security deposits from rental equipment to vacation homes can be higher for 

those with lower credit scores.
Maintaining a good credit score can ensure quality of life.
Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization
committed to a fully transparent approach to money management.  
daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Meet Tim Davis CLU,
Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how 
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
assure your retirement will be guaranteed.

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Calls balls and strikes
  4. Turkish officer
  9. Repaired shoe
14. Grass genus
15. Small, sealed vial
16. Primp
17. Immoral act
18. A tool to communicate
20. Crumbles away
22. Egg-like
23. Districts (abbr.)
24. Dressed
28. Small island (British)
29. Dialect of Chinese
30. Force unit
31. Borderlines
33. Norse gods
37. Morning
38. Fiddler crabs
39. Tell a story
41. Consumed
42. Atomic #58
43. About old Norse poems
44. Fencing swords
46. One-time Tigers third
      baseman
49. Southpaw (abbr.)
50. Neither
51. Conversations
55. Distinctive manner or
      pronunciation
58. Cyprinids
59. Appropriate to a festival

60. Pearl Jam frontman
64. Wrath
65. Italian city
66. A way to get there
67. A nose or snout
68. German seaport
69. A horse for riding
70. Airline representative (abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
  1. Unhappy
  2. Silk fabric
  3. Unbroken view of a region
  4. Middle Eastern territory
  5. __ and Andy, TV show
  6. Central processing unit
  7. Department of Housing and
      Urban Development
  8. Midcentury newspaper
      columnist
  9. Weapon
10. Delivered a speech
11. Probably going to happen
12. Midway between northeast
      and east
13. Danish krone
19. Synthetic resin (abbr.)
21. Fall slowly in drops
24. Bestow an honor upon
25. Childishly silly
26. Related on the mother’s side
27. Populations of related plants
31. Coherent

32. Tribe of ancient Britons
34. Financial firm Goldman __
35. Stephen King thriller
36. Went in again 
40. Commercial
41. Poking holes in the ground
45. Prisoners of war
47. Pursued pleasure
48. “Seinfeld” character
52. Body of water

53. Hovering vehicle (abbr.)
54. People who utilize
56. Nostrils
57. Inner mass of some fungi
59. Honor lavishly
60. Midway between east and
      southeast
61. Turn down
62. Small round mark
63. Expected at a certain time

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

COMMUNITY

The Hangar 
Unity Center 

BY MELANI ALANIS
EDITORIAL INTERN

The Hangar Unity Community 
Center is a place where people 
from all over the community can 
find help and a safe place to go, 
said Ryan Orbin, cofounder of the 
center. The local nonprofit offers 
programs for teens, families and 
support for the community.

“Whether its people that don’t 
know God to bring them a rela-
tionship with God or of different 
races and different denomina-
tions or different economic sta-
tuses, we want to be able to bring 
people together,” Orbin said. “God 
has designed them with a purpose 
and destiny and we want people 
to be equipped and to know in 
the fullness of what God created 
them to be and so that’s what the 
Hangar is, a place where life takes 
flight.”

Nine years ago Bobby Herring, 
a Christian rapper that goes by the 
name Tre9, got a call that there 
were two suicides and a bunch of 
overdoses in the high school in 
Brookshire. Orbin said Herring, 
who is a cofounder of The Hangar, 
reached out to the school and 
helped students address the 
stresses of those issues and began 
helping students regularly.

“They did an assembly after 
school, and that got a really good 
response,” Orbin said. “They 
shared the gospel, and about 125 
people accepted Jesus. Then they 
started a Thursday after school 
mentor program called HD Men-

toring, and on Thursday evening 
they would do an outreach called 
Hip Hop Hope.”

Herring started Eyes On Me 
whose mission is to mentor disci-
ples and serve at-risk youth and 
their families. But it wasn’t until 
later that the founders of the Han-
gar would meet to create a facility 
that would be a part of Eyes on Me.

Orbin said he’d never heard 
of Brookshire before he went to a 
rehab program there eight years 
ago. While in rehab he found his 
faith and was inspired to stay.

“God, through a passage in 
the Bible, said ‘Pray for the city 
where I sent you into exile for in 
its welfare you’ll find your welfare.’ 
That’s in Jeremiah 29, and I saw 
that passage and I felt like God was 
keeping me here in Brookshire.” 

Herring had been praying to 
God to send him someone that 
would help catalyze things in the 
community, when he met Orbin 
who started helping out at the hip 
hop events.

Orbin moved into a permanent 
home in Brookshire and began 
working at the Hangar.

“(Herring) and I had been 
praying and doing outreach and 
we felt like God said that he was 
believing in a community center 
and so we started that process,” 
Orbin said.

Orbin and Herring raised 
money to try to establish The 
Hangar, but weren’t able to raise 
enough funds to buy the prop-
erty they needed. Fortunately, 
Orbin said, The Hangar’s landlord 

offered to lease the 5 and a half 
acres and building for the non-
profit for $1 a year, which allowed 
them to establish the community 
center.

“We called it a community 
center when God first gave us the 
vision and as we came in here 
and we decided to name it The 
Hanger. God told us the Hangar 
Unity Center because we want 
to be a bridge not only to have 
a relationship with God and 
introduce people to Jesus but to 
bring people together because we 
believe that God wants us to write 
a story of transformation here in 
Brookshire,” Orbin said.

The Hangar hosts mentor pro-
grams for teen girls each Wednes-
day, teen boys on Tuesdays and 
for all teens on Thursdays. The 
Thursday night events are called 
The Takeoff, Orbin said. The Han-
gar is a Christian organization.

“My favorite thing is to just be 
able to come every day and see 
people who don’t know God come 
into a relationship with God and 

begin to understand that there is a 
God that loves them and that it is 
not conditional,” Orbin said. 

The Hangar’s service to 
the community includes 
helping people recover 
from Hurricane Harvey and, 
more recently, Winter Storm 
Uri this last February. Orbin 
said being able to pivot to 
handle tragedies that impact 
the community is a key part 
of The Hangar’s mission. 

During the pandemic, 
the Hangar distributed food 
to 450-500 families every Friday. 
As the pandemic slowed, they 
did it twice a month and then 
monthly, Orbin said. So far, the 
non-profit has hosted more than 
25 food distributions.

“With COVID-19 … we had to 
be quick and figure out how we 
could be of service to the commu-
nity and so when it first came out 
there were a lot of unknowns, but 
we saw quickly that there was a 
need for food here in the commu-
nity,” Orbin said. 

FOCUSES ONcommunity
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY EYES ON ME, INC.

The Hangar Unity Community Center in Brookshire offers a variety of services to the area including 
activities for teens, resources for families in need and a variety of local events throughout the year for 
residents of southern Waller County. Right, Ryan Orbin helps distribute food at one of the recent events 
hosted by The Hanger Unity Community Center. Orbin helped cofound the facility after finding his 
faith in rehab and connecting to Houston-area Christian rapper Bobby Herring, also known as Tre9. 

THE HANGAR 
UNITY CENTER
4010 Fourth Street, 

Brookshire, TX 77423
Web: www.eyesonmeinc.com/
     brookshire-hhh.html
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
     Thehangarbrookshire
Phone: 713-878-0278
Email: the_orbination@icloud.com 
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Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036

NEW STORE HOURS effective 8/1!
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Closed Sundays and Mondays

EXTRA DISCOUNTS
for TEACHERS – AND STUDENTS!

(Students must show student ID)

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

DISCOUNTS
FOR FIRST

RESPONDERS

1222 Park West Geen Dr.
Katy, Texas 77493

www.vibralifekaty.com

For more information please 
contact Lashawn Cook  at 
346.762.6300 or 
lcook@vibralifekaty.com

From June 1st 
until August 31st

Summer 
Admission 
Specials!
• $1,500 Admission 

Community Fee Waived

• 3rd Month’s Rent Free

• 6th Month is 50% Off

I’m afraid to say.” 
Both Fort Bend and Harris 

counties have set their COVID-19 
threat level to their respective 
systems’ highest threat levels 
given the increase in cases. 
Waller County Judge Trey Duhon 
said that, while it is each person’s 
right to make the decisions right 
for them and their families, he 
encouraged caution and for all 
people to wear masks and get 
vaccinated if they have not al-
ready done so. He said physicians 
with Memorial Hermann have 
told him they are seeing young-
er patients being hospitalized, 
including those in the 20-30 age 
range. They also told him more 
younger people are now dying 
from COVID-19 than previously 
seen. Doctors agreed that more 
than 99% of the deaths seen are 
among those that have not been 
vaccinated, which lines up with 
DSHS and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention data.

“The vaccine is not a guaran-
tee,” Duhon said via Facebook. 
“Remember it’s only 95% effec-
tive. But in general, those who 
are vaccinated (or have had the 
virus) are far less likely to end up 
seriously ill or hospitalized if they 
get re-infected (what is called a 
“breakthrough” case).”

Fort Bend County Judge KP 
George raised his county’s threat 
level to “significant” on Aug. 4. 
George said at the time that at 
least 84% of the cases in his coun-
ty were identified as the Delta 
variant of the virus. 

Dr. Jennifer Shuford, the chief 
epidemiologist for the state of 
Texas with DSHS, said identifying 
Delta variant cases is a two-
step process. First, the standard 
COVID-19 test is performed. 
If that test results in a positive 
case, the second step is to send 
the sample to another lab that 
then performs a genome test to 
determine which variant of SARS-
CoV-2 is present in the sample. 

Shuford also encouraged all 
Texans that are eligible to get 
vaccinated. She said the vaccines 
currently available protect against 
all variants of the disease and that 
breakthrough cases are generally 
milder and do not usually require 
hospitalization. She said getting 
fully vaccinated is important. 
For those who have gotten the 
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, two 
doses are necessary to be fully 

vaccinated. For those who receive 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 
only one dose is required for full 
effect. 

Harris County officials said 
the problem is getting particular-
ly concerning there. Hospitals are 
seeing hours-long delays in some 
instances in getting patients 
brought in by ambulance trans-
ferred to the hospital’s care. 

“We are experiencing higher 
wait times, but are working with 
the hospital systems and medical 
direction team to work and have 
reduced that time and improved 
a patient transfer processes,” said 
Harris County Emergency Services 
District 48 EMS Chief Eric Bank.

Health officials encouraged 
the public to avoid unnecessary 
use of emergency rooms to help 
manage the workload for staff at 
area hospitals. They recommend-
ed non-life-threatening injuries 
and illnesses prompt a visit to 
urgent care facilities or their 
primary care physicians’ offices 
rather than emergency rooms.

Harris County Judge Lina 
Hidalgo said the pandemic is 
ramping up out of control in her 
county. 

“Right now, every indicator we 
rely on to measure the severity 
of the situation is barreling in 
the wrong direction,” Hidalgo 
said. “The numbers are extreme-
ly frightening. … If they keep 
increasing at this rate, this could 
be the worst wave of (COVID-19) 
we’ve had in our community.” 

City of Houston Health Au-
thority Dr. David Persse said he is 
concerned about measured levels 
of viruses shed into the region’s 
wastewater. That level is currently 
2,500% of what it was when first 
measured at the height of the 
pandemic last year. The wastewa-
ter virus counts generally indicate 
health system workload associat-
ed with the virus two weeks from 
the date of measurement, he said. 

This was one factor taken 
into account when raising Harris 
County’s threat level, Hidalgo 
said. 

“This level signifies severe 
and uncontrolled spread of 
COVID-19 in Harris County. That 
means outbreaks are present and 
worsening, and our public health 
capacity is strained or exceeded,” 
Hidalgo said. “Now, the last time 
we shifted to red was in June of 
2020.”

from page A1
DELTA

already reinstated the 72-
hour hold time which allows 
staff to move animals to 
rescues more quickly, Diaz 
said. Weekends do not count 
toward that time, he said. 
The shelter has also adopted 
Harris County’s euthanasia 
policy as its own. Two cat 
cages have been purchased 
for a total of $5,000 which al-
lows staff to ensure animals 
are separated and prevents 
the spread of illnesses. Vac-
cinations have been stan-
dardized for animals taken 
into the shelter following 
policies sourced from the 
Houston Humane Society, 
Diaz said. 

Processes at the shelter 
have been modernized 
with animals being posted 
promptly to the shelter’s 
website, Diaz said. Only 
self-surrendered animals 
are not posted to the website 

out of consideration for the 
privacy of the pet owners 
who found it necessary to 
give up their pets, he said. 

Council Member Dan 
Smith said he feels the prac-
tice of not posting self-sur-
rendered animals should 
be reconsidered in the best 
interest of the animals.

A new dog run has also 
been added to the shelter, 
Diaz said. The Rotary Club 
of Katy and other local 
organizations donated funds 
and materials to improve the 
shelter, he said. Additional 
improvements have been 
added to the city’s Capital 
Improvement Plan, he said. 

The recruitment of a 
coordinator to manage rela-
tionships with nonprofit res-
cues has been passed to city 
staff for review, Diaz said. 
The pet wellness program 
has also been referred to city 

staff to determine budgeting 
and a plan to implement 
such a recommendation, if 
approved.

Public outreach has 
already begun with visits to 
homeowners associations, 
pet registration events 
and adding an option for 
residents to donate to the 
shelter to forms used when 
registering pets in the city.

Per the city’s website, 
all pets in the city must be 
registered and the cost for 
registration is $2. 

Animal control officers 
are also now using body-
worn cameras so their 
behavior while on duty can 
be monitored, Diaz said. 
Calls for service are also 
being documented in a 
standardized manner, which 
had been an issue in the 
past according to a recent 
investigation. 

Practices at the city’s 
shelter came under question 
early this year when part-
time Animal Control Officer 
Chelsea Gerber released 
videos and other documents 
which appeared to show in-
appropriate conduct on the 
part of Animal Control Offi-
cers David Brown and Spen-
cer Antinoro at the facility. 
A Katy Police Department 
Internal Affairs investigation 
later cleared them of most 
of the accusations, though 
all staff, including Gerber, 
were determined not to have 
followed policies, especially 
regarding record keeping. 

Council approved an 

agreement with Wastewater 
Transport Services, LLC. out 
of Houston to haul sludge 
for the city. The contract has 
an estimated value of about 
$199,000. The fuel con-
tract was authorized with 
Colorado County Oil out of 
Columbus, Texas for fuel 
for city vehicles. The city’s 
landscaping will now be 
taken care of by EarthFirst 
Landscapes, LLC. of Katy. 
Ambassador Services, LLC. 
of Houston will now be per-
forming janitorial services 
for the city. About $6.57 
million in bond sales by the 
Fort Bend-Waller Counties 
MUD 2 were authorized for 

improvements in the West 
10 Business Park. 

Council also authorized 
the purchase of a stage for 
the Katy Downtown Plaza 
adjacent to City Hall. The 
stage will cost about $24,000 
with electrical infrastruc-
ture to support it coming in 
at just more than $21,000. 
Council Member Janet Corte 
of Ward A said she was 
excited about the ongoing 
improvements to the plaza. 

“I cannot wait to have the 
first concert in the plaza,” 
Corte said. “This is a great 
step forward to trying to get 
our downtown going and 
drawing people into it.” 

from page A1
COUNCIL

The interactive play was held 
outdoors from July 23-25at the 
Chocolate Buddha Outdoor Stage 
located on 35814 Royal Road in 
Pattison.

“The play put up by the com-
munity theater was really good, I 
loved the idea of having the actors 
interact with their audience,” 
Moreno said.

The directors and actors, 
Buller and Noel Medina, had a 
lot of participation in the Rising 
Curtain’s first production, with 
Fernando Solorio, Frankie Foller, 
Maria Flores, Litzie Gonzales and 
Alexza Orduna, Kyndalynn Hulse 
as their cast. Soren Alberico, Mi-
chelle Concepcion, Stephanie De 
La Rosa, Moreno, Alexis Ibarra, 
Melani Alanis, and Kara Alberico 
worked as stage hands and in 
other roles to help out as well. 

“I really enjoyed all of our cast 

and crew and everybody that 
showed up, we loved seeing ev-
erything come together from the 
beginning to end, and really the 
final week was the most fun and 
most stressful,” Medina said.

Preparing for the play, the cast 
practiced every day leading up to 
opening night at the Chocolate 
Buddha.

“Practice consisted of us 
running through the script or us 
figuring out blocking and lighting 
and just making sure that every-
thing was refined,” Buller said.

The company is trying to ex-
pand and has been fundraising for 
their plays, as well as selling ads for 
their programs to fund their pro-
ductions, and according to the di-
rectors, Medina and Buller, the next 
play that they have in the works has 
to do with Edgar Allen Poe.

“We are still open to anybody 

who would like to join, and our 
biggest castmate right now is our 
lead, Vladimir Moreno, who is 
going to be the lead in the next 
one,” Medina said.

Feeling the stress from their 
endeavor, the community theater 
hopes to be able to get their own 
space in the future and be able 
to do workshops and expand 
their company to get a board of 
directors, as well as get non-profit 
status.

“I honestly have to say that the 
stress is somehow fun, what I like 
about theater is that the stressful 
parts still turn out to be some of 
the best moments,” Buller said.

from page A1
THEATRE THE RISING CURTAIN 

COMMUNITY THEATRE
Email: 

therisingcurtain@gmail.com

Website: 
www.therisingcurtain.com

The Batsios family has been 
in the restaurant business since 
the 1960s, George and Chris 
said. George worked in the diner 
business in Michigan until he was 
transferred to Houston because 
of his job. He worked in Hous-
ton for a few more years before 
retiring. A few months after he 
retired, his son approached 
him about getting back into the 
restaurant business. Chris saw 
an opportunity to bring their 
type of food to the Houston area. 
They opened Sapore Ristorante 
Italiano in 2014, which has now 
been rebranded as Sapore Detroit 
Pizzeria. 

A couple years into their 
Italian restaurant, they wanted 
to bring more variety to Katy, the 
father-son pair said. They have 
a wide knowledge of different 
cuisines they learned from the 
restaurants they ran in Michigan. 
One of those businesses was a 
Greek-American diner. So, they 
decided to open up Pappa Gyros 
because there was nothing in Katy 
offering authentic Greek food.

The name Pappa Gyros has a 
special meaning for George and 
Chris, they said. They came up 
with the name in honor of a fami-
ly member, Pappa George.

“He was quite the gentleman 
and had very strong beliefs,” 
George said. 

Pappa Gyros prides itself on 
serving authentic food. They 
accomplish this by using family 
recipes which have been passed 
down by Chris’ grandmother, 
Flora Batsios. Pappa Gyros sells 
Greek dishes like gyros and Greek 
salads. The dressing used in the 
Greek salad is Flora’s recipe. The 
tzatziki sauce they use for their 
Greek-style gyro is a family recipe, 
and their gyro meat is custom to 
them because of the spices they 
use. 

Pappa Gyros also serves Amer-
ican food such as cheeseburgers 
and hotdogs. 

The restaurant also focuses on 
giving their customers the best 
service. The two most popular 
dishes are their gyro and their 
Chicago Italian beef sandwich. 
The Bastioses said Pappa Gyros is 
the first to bring the Italian beef 
to Katy.

Pappa Gyros has a crew who 
does a deep cleaning of their 
restaurant every night, the own-
ers said. They sanitize regularly 
and clean during the day. The 
employees wash their hands 
regularly and wear gloves. Hand 

sanitizer is available for custom-
ers to use. 

Hub Randel is a regular cus-
tomer of Pappa Gyros. He said the 
customer service Pappa Gyros of-
fers is not seen very often. His first 
impression of the restaurant was 
that it had a personal atmosphere 
and the smell of the food was 
heavenly, he said. He also said it 
is a unique place and uncommon 
in the world we live in. 

Randel’s favorite dish is the 
Pappa Taki’s Burger. When he 
wants a healthier alternative, he 
asks for the Pappa Taki’s Burger 
without the bun. 

Chris said he calls the healthi-
er alternative the Hub Cap. 

“(Chris) and his employees all 
really care about you, care about 
your comfort and care about the 
quality of the food,” said Randel.

Chris Bowman is another 
repeat customer of Pappa Gyros. 
Bowman said Pappa Gyros 
reminds him of his hometown 
of Detroit, Michigan. He said his 
favorite thing about Pappa Gyros 
is the customer service.

“I would say that if you’re 
looking for authentic Greek, 
Chicago, Detroit food  - you need 
to check out Pappa Gyros,” said 
Bowman. 

from page A1
GYROS



Rep. Lizzie Fletcher recently 
told a congressional 
committee that “there are 

costs to doing nothing.”
She was absolutely right — in 

the targeted context of mitigating 
the damages of a disastrous storm 
surge along the Texas Gulf Coast.

But the inverse is true as well; 
as we’re seeing with President Joe 
Biden’s so-called infrastructure 
scheme, there are costs to trying to 
do too much.

The current price tag of the 
“hard” and “human” joining of 
the administration’s “American 
Jobs Plan” and “American Families 
Plan” is $4 trillion, nearly as much 
as the entire federal government’s 
spending in the last pre-pandemic 
fiscal year. 

To go along with the largest 
spending bill in American history, 
the president has also proposed 
the largest tax hike in a generation 
to partially pay for it, more than $2 
trillion. 

What are we getting for the 
money? Only about 5 percent of 
the supposed “infrastructure” 
proposal would actually go toward 
traditional infrastructure. The 
vast majority would fund wasteful 
partisan wish lists related not to 
roads and bridges but to special 
interest projects that serve the 
well-connected few.

More than $1 trillion is slated 
for sweetheart deals to favored 
businesses and industries, giving 
politicians more federal control 
of the health care, manufacturing, 
and energy sectors.

You’ll read about negotiations 
for a smaller package. But the tax 
increases and other spending 
isn’t disappearing. It’s just being 

shifted to other legislative vehicles. 
It’s a shell game to make the 
“infrastructure” package appear 
more affordable. Don’t buy it.

All this spending would, 
proponents claim, create 2.7 
million new jobs. The chances of 
the federal government fulfilling 
such a promise of job creation is 
slim to none, but even so, simple 
math reveals each job would cost 
taxpayers more than $800,000.

There’s no question we 
need infrastructure reform. We 
especially need it here in Texas, 
where we’ve welcomed thousands 
of new friends and neighbors 
escaping their former states’ 
high taxes and wasteful spending 
practices.

But getting there shouldn’t 
require tax hikes for working 
Americans or trillions of wasted 
dollars on political favors. Nor 
should a magical dollar figure on 
its price tag be the sole focus of our 
elected leaders.

Switching gears on how Texas 
spends gas tax revenue is one good 
starting point. Nearly 46 percent 
of Texas’ federal gas tax allocation 
goes toward things other than 
roads and bridges. That’s on top 
of the 24.7 percent of state gas tax 
dollars we divert.

On that note, having 
Washington call all the shots 
on our policymaking has never 

been part of the Lone Star State’s 
collective DNA. Federal officials 
don’t know better than Texans 
how to best spend transportation 
dollars to fix the roads we drive 
every day. State and local decision-
making is a sensible, cost-effective 
way to drive economic growth and 
job creation from the ground up 
rather than the top down.

We also need to wipe needless 
restrictive regulations and labor 
rules off the books. Repealing the 
Davis-Bacon Act alone is a broad-
based, bold reform that would 
save almost $11 billion over 10 
years and provide a freer economic 
backdrop for our state and national 
workforces.

These are just a few of the 
effective, bipartisan ideas that can 
set our lawmakers on the right 
track to improve our infrastructure 
without bankrupting future 
generations of Americans and 
without undermining the freedom, 
innovation, and ingenuity that 
nurtures American success. 

With the prospect of higher 
taxes and more debt stretching to 
our children and grandchildren, 
it’s encouraging that “protecting 
infrastructure funds from being 
looted for other purposes” 
is among the infrastructure 
priorities of the New Democrat 
Coalition. Fletcher is a member 
and serves on the group’s 
infrastructure task force. We urge 
her to live up to that priority by 
opposing the president’s wasteful 
proposal and working for real 
reforms.

Lee Vigil is director of 
grassroots operations at 

Americans for Prosperity-Texas. 
He lives in Houston.
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Wasting trillions is not how 
we'll get better infrastructure

Recently, I made the pun-
ishing three-hour drive 
through endless miles 

of desolate Texas wasteland 
(otherwise known as nature) 
between Longview and College 
Station to a horse show for 
my eldest and most expensive 
daughter, Ally. Just outside the 
fair city of Madisonville, there 
arose out of the horizon the 
towering Buc-ee's sign. A visit to 
Buc-ee's is an event that I find 
almost as disconcerting as a 
horse show.

Whenever my family stops 
at Buc-ee's, the kids rush for 
the doors like it's Christmas 
morning — if Christmas was 
held in a cavernous gas station 
convenience store and Santa 
was a massive hillbilly rodent, 
the Buc-ee's mascot — a beaver, 
I've been told. But Buc-ee's isn't 
just any gas station convenience 
store. It's like a redneck Neiman 
Marcus.

One of the main draws of 
Buc-ee's is the immaculate 
condition of the entire facility, 
something I truly appreciate. 
Unfortunately, this attracts oth-
er people besides me, hordes 
of other people. And while I 
am thankful to have a men's 
room available on the highway 
that doesn't look like a murder 
scene, there is a certain sterile, 
assembly-line quality to the 
place, like a medical research 
facility, but with pecan logs and 
Corn Nuts.

To maintain this disarming 
cleanliness, Buc-ee's employs 
a fleet of janitorial staff, the 
Buc-ee's Secret Service, each 
armed with a broom and dust 
pan. These ubiquitous employ-
ees lurk around the property 
watching your every move. A 
parking-lot diaper doesn't have 
a prayer at Buc-ee's.

When you walk into Buc-ee's, 
the cashiers closest to the doors 
purport to greet you with a 
friendly "Welcome to Buc-ee's!" 
but it usually comes across as 
a 500 decibel accusation. "You 
mean you haven't bought any-
thing, yet?!!!!"

Along with this ear-
drum-shattering welcome, your 
nose is immediately assailed 
with marvelous aromas. Appar-
ently, the Buc-ee's policy is only 
to sell food that is cheap and 
completely void of any nutri-
tional value, which means it's 
delicious-and will likely kill you.

As I was trying to avoid being 
trampled near the fudge display, 
the employee behind the count-
er, adorned with shower-cap, 
plastic gloves, and a hazmat 
suit, insisted that I choose a 
sample. The Buc-ee's fudge 
counter is like the Baskin Rob-
bins of fudge. The choices are 
endless, and a little ridiculous. 
Green fudge, really? I hesitated 
as the fudge lady wielded her 
fudge slicer like a battle axe 
and awaited my choice. I finally 
chose a flavor that sounded 
edible (the soft praline), and 
received my precious sliver. 

The only exceptions I've 
found to the mouthwatering 
choices at Buc-ee's are the 
Beaver Nuggets, which taste like 
a cross between Kellogg's Corn 
Pops and packing peanuts, and 
the jerky. Apparently jerky has 
become chic these days, and 
Buc-ee's has a veritable jerky 
boutique. 

A visit to Buc-ee's is never 
complete without at least one 
restroom visit. Even if you 
don't need to "go," you go for 
the spectacle, if nothing else. 
The men's room at Buc-ee's 
is like an airport hangar, and 
it's clean enough to eat off the 
floor. (I think they serve nachos 
in there.) The only complaint I 
have is that the 200 urinals are 
packed so closely together that 
you're wearing the deodorant 
of the guy next to you when you 
step away.

On the way out of Buc-ee's, 
I'm always amazed by the stag-
gering selection of merchandise 
emblazoned with Buc-ee the 
beaver's smiling face. They have 
everything from baby bibs to 
underwear. Yes, gas station un-
derwear! The last time I bought 
underwear at a gas station . . . . 
Well, never mind.

I recently read that more Buc-
ee's are in the works, and be-
cause of my family's fondness for 
stopping there, it looks like there 
will likely be many more visits in 
my future. So I guess I'll put on 
my big boy, gas station under-
wear and order some jerky.

Buc-ee’s 
for beginners
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Where Christian businesses meet
281-560-3898 (Text or Call)

Monthly networking breakfast on 3rd Friday
of each month at 7 am. Open to the public.
Visit our website or like us on Facebook for 

event information and registration.
Katychristianchamber.com

Chamber of Commerce

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS
KATY BIBLE CHURCH

2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273
WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
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Joseph W Hegar, Jr., 88, 
of Katy, Texas, died July 29, 
2021. Big Joe, as called by 
his family, was a strong and 
determined man as shown 
by his positive, never give 
up attitude while battling 
numerous health issues in 
recent years.

Joe was born in Houston 
on June 17, 1933 to Joseph 
(Sr.) and Lydia Hegar. He 
married Marilyn on January 
29, 1955 at St. Paul’s Meth-
odist Chapel in Houston 
and together they enjoyed 
fried chicken and strawberry 
shortcake as their first meal 
after the wedding, an annual 
anniversary tradition they 
continued for the following 
66 years.

Joe graduated from 
Southwestern University in 
Georgetown in 1957, earn-
ing a B.A. degree in speech, 
drama and sociology. Joe 
performed in many plays, 
perfecting his amazing 
speaking voice.  He was a 
member of Blue Key Nation-
al Honor Fraternity, Mask 
and Wig, Honor Council 
and Kappa Alpha frater-
nity. While at SU, he was a 
radio announcer for KTAE 
in Taylor, TX. After moving 
to Houston in 1958, Joe be-
came a newsman and radio 
DJ for KILT radio station. He 
was a popular DJ for many 
sock hops in the Houston 
area. In 1960, Joe became 
a TV newscaster for KPRC, 
Channel 2. He graduated 
from South Texas College of 
Law and was admitted to the 
State Bar of Texas in 1969. 
He moved his family to Katy 
in 1971 and practiced law 
in Katy from 1971-2010. Joe 
served as Katy Municipal 

Court Judge for several 
years, and in 1979, he was 
appointed Katy City Attor-
ney, a position he held for 31 
years. Joe served as a direc-
tor of the Katy Chamber of 
Commerce. For many years, 
he thoroughly enjoyed 
being a judge and then an 
announcer for the Katy FFA 
Rodeo Parade. Joe was a 
member of Katy First United 
Methodist Church where he 
served in numerous church 
leadership positions, sang 
in the choir and narrated 
many cantatas. He used his 
strong voice to record books 
for Houston Taping for the 
Blind. It brought him great 
pride and joy to write all 
16 “Game Day” prayers for 
the 2012 Katy High School 
State Football Champions 
of which his grandson, Kyle, 
was a team captain.

An avid reader, Joe could 
often be found reading 
books about the history of 
anything and everything. He 
was a walking encyclope-
dia. Joe’s creativity could be 
seen in the beautiful glass 
artwork he designed using 
his kiln. Joe loved to travel 

the world and enjoyed tak-
ing road trips, discovering 
unique and out-of-the-way 
places. His favorite activity 
was spending time with 
family and friends. His sense 
of humor made every gath-
ering one to remember.

Joe is survived by his 
wife, Marilyn; his children 
Joe and Sandra Hegar of San 
Antonio, Lois and James 
Lebow of San Saba and Jana 
and Frank Miller of Katy; 
grandchildren Josh and 
Leah Hegar, James and Ve-
ronica Hegar, Mitch Hering, 
Marilyn Cook, Cody Miller 
and Kyle and Paige Miller; 
great-grandchildren Russell, 
Kaitlyn, Madelyn, Erik, 
Lydia, Alyssa and a soon to 
be born baby girl; extended 
family and friends.

Joe is preceded in death 
by his parents, Joe and Lydia 
Hegar and his sister and 
brother-in-law Georgia and 
Robert Koenig and a host of 
family and friends.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating Joe’s life was held 
on Sunday, August 8, 2021 at 
3:00 p.m. at Katy First United 
Methodist Church, 5601 5th 
St., Katy, TX 77493.

Those who wish may 
make gifts in Joe’s name to 
The Brookwood Communi-
ty, 1752 FM 1489 Brookshire, 
TX  77423 or The Brookwood 
Community, 905 N Church 
St., Georgetown, TX  78626 
or Katy First United Method-
ist Church Music Ministry, 
5601 5th St., Katy, TX  77493.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue
Katy, Texas  77493 

(281) 391-2424

JOSEPH W. HEGAR JR.
1933-2021

June 8, 1943, Myra Jo 
Putman was born to Joseph 
Caton Putman and Eva 
Gist Putman in Clarksville, 
Texas. When she was five 
years old, the family made 
the decision to relocate to 
Houston, and it was there 
that Myra grew up. Upon 
graduating from Galena 
Park High School, where 
she was a member of the 
Jacketeers Drill Team as well 
as the choir, she received 
scholarships for music and 
academics.  She graduated 
from East Texas Baptist 
University in 1964 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Edu-
cation. She returned to her 
hometown to teach middle 
school reading and math. 
She sang in the church choir 
and was active with the 
Order of the Eastern Star. 

In 1969, she met her 
husband, Donald R. Koehn 
of Houston. They married 
in 1970 and welcomed their 
daughter, Kathryn Elizabeth, 
in August of 1976. Shortly 
thereafter, they moved to 
Beaumont, Texas, and it was 
there that their son, Daniel 
Joseph, was born in 1978. 
The oil and gas industry 
moved them once again to 
West Monroe, LA in 1984, 
where she was blessed to 
continue teaching junior 
high students at St. Paschal’s 
Catholic School. In 1990, 
they made their final move 
to Katy, Texas. Myra taught 
Math at Memorial Parkway 
Junior High in Katy ISD for 
20 years and was happy to 
retire in 2010 after a lifetime 
of serving students. 

Myra was a devoted, life-
long Bible scholar. She was a 
member of a Katy Women’s 

Bible Study Fellowship 
group and Women’s Bible 
Study at Memorial Lutheran 
Church. An avid music lover, 
she attended concerts rang-
ing from Jon Bon Jovi to Josh 
Groban and everything in 
between. Myra loved being 
Nanny to James and Laurel, 
her dogs, her Bunco group, 
and gardening, especially 
her prized rose bushes.

 Myra succumbed to 
Dementia and Parkinson’s 
Disease on August 4, 2021. 

 Myra is preceded in 
death by her parents, JC 
and Eva; her baby sister, 
Janet Ruth Clark of Katy; 
and husband, Don Koehn of 
Katy. She is survived by her 
daughter, Kate; son, Daniel 
and his wife Natalie Kubik, 
and their children, James 
Patrick and Laurel Janet; 

her brother, Caton Putman 
of Granbury, Texas; as well 
as a host of cousins, nieces, 
nephews, and special family 
friend, Barbara Crowley. 
The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
to Jasmine Hill, who was a 
devoted caretaker in Myra’s 
final days. 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that me-
morial donations be made 
to PM Pals, a kids’ night 
out program for families 
of children with special 
needs. Donations can be 
made payable to St. Luke's 
United Methodist Church 
with “PM Pals” noted in the 
memo of the check.  You can 
mail your donation to St. 
Luke's UMC, P.O. Box 22013, 
Houston, TX 77227-2013.   
You may also call 713-402-
5026 to make a donation by 
phone.

A memorial service 
was held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, August 10, 2021, at 
the Schmidt Funeral Home 
Grand Parkway Chapel, in 
Katy, with Rev. John Nance 
officiating.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of:

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway 

South
Katy, Texas 77494 

(281) 391-2424

MYRA JO KOEHN
1943-2021
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Notice of Public Hearing
on Tax Increase

A tax rate of $0.10 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of Harris 
County Emergency Services District No. 48.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.100000 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.091503 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.095067 per $100
DE MINIMIS RATE $0.095234 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2021 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48 from the same 
properties in both the 2020 tax year and the 2021 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that Harris County Emergency Services District 
No. 48 may adopt without holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate, unless the de 
minimis rate for Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48 exceeds the voter-approval 
rate for Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48.

The de minimis rate is the rate equal to the sum of the no-new-revenue maintenance and 
operations rate for Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48, the rate that will raise 
$500,000, and the current debt rate for Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the voter-approval tax rate and the de minimis rate. If 
Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48 adopts the proposed tax rate, Harris 
County Emergency Services District No. 48 is required to hold an election so that the voters 
may accept or reject the proposed rate. If a majority of the voters reject the proposed tax rate, the 
tax rate of the Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48 will be the voter-approval 
rate of the Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON August 18, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m, at District Administration Building, located at 21201 Morton Road, Katy, Texas 77449.

Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48 may take action on the proposed tax rate 
on August 18, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., following the hearing to be held.

The election will be on November 2, 2021. You may contact the Harris County Clerk’s Office – 
Election Department for information about voting locations. The hours of voting on election day 
are 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES
MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

The members of the governing body voted on the proposal to consider the tax increase as follows: 

FOR: Bret Fossum, Sam Henderson, Marshall Kramer,
 Russell Solomon and Michael Fleming
AGAINST: None
PRESENT AND NOT VOTING: None
ABSENT: None

The 86th Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit 
the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by Harris 
County Emergency Services District No. 48 last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the 
average residence homestead by Harris County Emergency Services District No. 48 this year.

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the District Counsel for Harris County 
Emergency Services District No. 48 at (713) 984-8222 or pierce@coveler.com or visit 
www.hcesd48.org for more information.

 2020 2021 Change
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.099394 $0.100000 increase of 0.000606, or 0.61%           
Average homestead taxable value $248,298 $263,178 increase of $14,880, or 5.99%
Tax on average homestead $246.79 $263.18 increase of $16.39, or 6.64%
Total tax levy on all properties $13,204,919 $14,784,396 increase of $1,579,477, or 11.96%

TRIBUTES

Jack M. Battle of Houston, 
TX passed away peacefully 
at the age of 72 on June 21, 
2021. Born in Denver, CO to 
Foster and Peggy Battle, Jack 
called Colorado, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, California, and 
Texas home over his lifetime. 
He graduated OU with a BS 
in Radiology and Imaging in 
1974 and for three decades 
was a Radiology Tech and 
Radiology Supervisor at 
Spring Branch Medical 
Center and Westbury Mental 
Health Hospital in Houston 
until his retirement. (https://
everloved.com/life-of/
jack-battle/)

Jack loved the Galveston beachfront, the 
Fredericksburg art and crafts festivals, the 
Baltimore harbor, and the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains in CA. He loved crafting, antiqu-
ing, movies, musicals, classical piano music, 

and pipe organs. 
He is survived by his two 

children Kristy Bowman and 
Eric Battle; grandchildren 
Ben Battle and Matthew and 
Cortney Bowman; brother 
Tim Battle and sister Sally 
Leppla; nephews Michael 
and Steven Battle and Mat-
thew Leppla; dear, lifelong 
friend Karrie Newby and her 
children (Jack’s godchildren), 
Leine van der Vossen and 
Rique Newby-Estrella; and 
partner Joey Rodriguez and 
his beloved Pug, Sparty. 

Your sense of humor, 
laughter, and smile are missed! Rest well, 
dear Jack. Donations in Jack’s honor can be 
made to Pug Hearts Houston Pug Rescue 
(http://www.pughearts.com/ph_donate.
aspx)

JACK M. BATTLE
1949-2021

Del Webb has bro-
ken ground on Del Webb 
Fulshear, a new 55-and-up 
community for adults just 
west of Fulshear on FM 359 
near Rogers Road. The new 
subdivision will feature 725 
single-family homes and 
several community ameni-
ties at build-out. 

“This community will 
offer a fresh approach to 
authentic Texas living with 
floor plans from our con-
sumer-inspired GenYou col-
lection that will allow buyers 
to design their perfect 
home,” said PulteGroup’s 
Houston Division President 
Lindy Oliva. 

The GenYou collection is 
trademarked by Pulte and is 
based on user feedback from 
consumers across Pulte’s 
customer base, according 
to a Del Webb press release. 
The homes will offer large 
kitchen islands, sliding glass 
doors to maximize natural 
light and traffic flow be-
tween outdoor and indoor 

spaces, spacious master 
suites and plenty of storage 
space. 

The site is close to 

downtown Fulshear and 
a few minutes away from 
shopping at Katy Mills and 
LaCenterra. 

Del Webb breaks 
ground near Fulshear

COURTESY DEL WEBB

Del Webb and PulteGroup representatives were joined by Fulshear Mayor Aaron Groff (fourth from left), and Fulshear City 
Manager Jack Harper (far right) for groundbreaking of their new community, Del Webb Fulshear on Aug. 3. 

SUSAN ROVEGNO, KATY TIMES PUBLISHER

Equipment was ready Aug. 3 to start work laying out the new subdivision of Del 
Webb Fulshear north of FM 1093 on FM 359.

DEL WEBB DETAILS
Web: https://www.delwebb.com/homes/texas/
           houston/fulshear
Phone: 281-626-8839
Address: 7733 Lifestyle Blvd., Fulshear, TX 77441
Twitter: @PulteGroupNews
Facebook: https://bit.ly/3AuDyVc

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Ben Rolens, Katy ISD’s 
general manager of facilities, 
corporate sponsorships 
and marketing, has been 
recognized by The National 
Center for Spectator Sports 
Safety and Security – also 
known as NCS4 – as its 2021 
Professional of the Year, 
according to a KISD press 
release.

“Katy ISD has worked 
closely with the NCS4 over 
the past several years to help 
develop national standards 
and best practices related 
to sports and special events 
safety and security,” Rolens 
said.

According to the press 
release, the award recogniz-
es managers in the field that 
demonstrate leadership in 

addressing and improving 
safety and security at sport-
ing events and venues. 

Rolens has worked with 
NCS4, KISD’s Athletics De-
partment and the KISD Po-

lice Department to improve 
practices throughout the 
district. Rolens also helped 
ensure staff and facility 
workers received training 
to support the security and 
safety measures. He also 
coordinated messaging on 
digital videoboards related 
to safety.

The award will be pre-
sented to Rolens during the 
2021 National Sports Safety 
and Security Conference & 
Exhibition held November 
9-10. 

“We want our Katy ISD 
school community to feel 
safe when entering our 
events or athletics venues.  
From graduation ceremo-
nies, sporting events and 
after-school gatherings and 
activities – safety is para-
mount,” Rolens said.

Ben Rolens, Katy ISD's general 
manager of facilities, corporate 
sponsorships and marketing, was 
recognized for his work over the last 
year in improving safety at district 
facilities.

KISD employee earns NCS4's 
Professional of the Year award

NEWS

James Gardner Wilson, 
a proud veteran of The 
United States Army, 
passed away peacefully to 
Heaven on July 28th, 2021 
at the age of 97.

Born July 16th, 1924 
in Wharton, New Jersey 
to James Gardner Wilson 
Sr. and Margaret Skelly, 
James grew up during 
the Great Depression but 
that didn’t stop him from 
thriving. He became a 
well-known singer at an 
early age in his area of 
Jersey and performed reg-
ularly on the local radio 
shows. In his late teenage 
years, he joined the military and served 
during World War II. After leaving the 
military and returning to New Jersey he 
would do many things including meeting 
the love of his life Marjorie Delp and 
starting a family, serving at the local fire 
department, and becoming a Freemason 
at his local lodge where he held many 
positions. Eventually, he would leave the 
garden state and relocate with his family 
calling Houston, Texas home.

James is survived by his sisters, Joan 
Gunby and Muriel Chipoletti; three 
children, James Gary Wilson Sr. and wife 
Dawn, Donna Lee (Wilson) Downes, 
and Kevin Edward Wilson and wife 
Nayeli; grandchildren, Amber Wood, 
James Gary Wilson Jr., Charles Wilson, 
Morgan Wilson, Zachary Wilson, Kelsey 
Wilson, Kobe Wilson, Jacquelyn Thelen, 
David Thelen, Scott Davis; numerous 
great-grandchildren; and many fami-
ly-like grandchildren, including Angela 
Lozzi, Kimberly Matthews, and Joshua 
Easto.

He is preceded in death by his loving 
wife of 69 years, Marjorie Jane Wilson; 
along with his parents James and Marga-

ret; sisters, Sarah Wagner 
and Margaret Caporaso 
and grandchildren, Erin 
Wilson, Nikki Thelen, and 
Michael Lozzi.

Sergeant James G. 
Wilson was one of the 
greatest men from the 
greatest generation. James 
served as a sergeant for 
the United States Army 
proudly during World War 
II as a combat engineer. 
James stormed Omaha 
Beach, D-Day June 6th, 
1944 and one of his great-
est achievements of that 
time was bringing all 13 
men he was in charge of 

home safely to their families.
Jim, as most knew him, was born a 

survivor, a grab life by the horns in-
dividual, he made the most of every 
opportunity and not only worked hard to 
give his family a good life but also knew 
how to slow down and enjoy life with 
those around him. In his leisure time, 
Jim enjoyed spending time with family 
at various events, trips to the beach with 
his caretaker and friend, Terry Johnson, 
and treating everyone he loved to a 
good meal. His family and friends will 
always remember the love he showed 
for others, his positive attitude towards 
life, and never being able to say ‘no’ to a 
dessert. Jim was the definition of a kind 
soul, never meeting a stranger. He always 
made an effort to brighten up someone's 
day and had no problem with cracking a 
joke in order to get the job done. He was 
a role model to those around him and his 
infectious smile and personality will be 
missed by so many.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE.
The service for Mr. James G. Wilson 

will be held at Memorial Oaks Cemetery, 
Saturday, August 14th, 2021 at 11:30 a.m.

JAMES GARDNER WILSON
1924-2021
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BVS Home Experts, will provide up to $3,759$3,759 in discounts and rebates toward the purchase and 
installation of a new BVS Home Comfort System
Your energy savings could even pay for your new system!

CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* With approved credit. Not combinable with other offers. Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement  
 by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Some restrictions may apply. Not valid on prior installations. Offer expires 06/12/2021

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E
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BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

J Jensen couldn’t sleep last Sunday night.
Even though he has been the head coach 

of Mayde Creek since March, he couldn’t 
help but be excited for his first official prac-
tice as head coach of his alma mater.

“I’m pumped, I tossed and turned all 
night. I came out on this field today and got 
down and prayed and said, ‘man it’s awe-
some, it’s come full circle,’” Jensen said. “It’s 
definitely an emotional day for me this first 
practice and being back here. The spring, 
the strength and conditioning, all that stuff 
was good but the actual start of fall camp, it 
just felt something different.”

Jensen and the Mayde Creek coaching 
staff spent the first day of practice going over 
the basics and formations as they work to 
install a new offense and defense before the 
start of the season.

“We’re teaching them how to pick their 
teammates up and how to be leaders,” Jen-
sen said. “It’s hard enough to beat another 
team if we’re all fighting amongst each oth-
er. That’s my culture is play the next play and 
be positive. The biggest thing is we all are 
going to learn. I’m going to make mistakes 
and so are they, but we have to learn from it. 
That’s how you continue to get better.”

The intensity was there during the first 
day of practice and the team only expects 
things to get better.

“Everyone was going at it, it was pretty 
high intensity,” said James Rhodes, a senior. 
“It is the first day so there’s going to be a lot 
of mistakes, but as we go along it will just 

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tamyra Mensah-Stock couldn’t help 
but break down after winning a gold 
medal.

The 28-year-old Morton Ranch 
graduate always believed she could 
become an Olympic champion, but it was 
overwhelming for her when that finally 
became a reality on Tuesday at Makuhari 
Messe Hall in Chiba, Japan.

“I knew I could do it from when I first 
started wrestling,” Mensah-Stock told 
NBC. “I felt that I could be an Olympic 
champ so I kept going… I did it.”

Mensah-Stock beat Nigeria’s Bless-

ing Oborududu 4-1 to claim the Olym-
pic gold medal in the women’s 68 kg./ 
149.5-pound class.

“I surprised myself,” she said. “I pray 
that all the practice and the hell that I go 
through and that my coaches prepare 
me for pays off, and it every single time it 
does. I keep getting better and better. It’s 
so weird that there is no cap to the limit 
that I can push myself to. I’m excited to 
see what’s next.

Mensah-Stock’s journey to Olympic 
champion started in Katy, when her 
twin sister Tarkyia convinced her to join 
Morton Ranch’s wrestling program as a 

Morton Ranch graduate wins Olympic gold

TIGERS MISSION

COURTESY TONY ROTUNDO

 Former Morton Ranch Maverick and Olympic gold 
medalist Tamyra Mensah-StockSee OLYMPIAN, page B2

Mayde Creek 
striving for 
new heights 
under Jensen

TYLER TYRE

Jordan Kelly fights through defenders during a practice at 
Mayde Creek.

STATE CHAMPS RETURN 
TO PRACTICE, SEEK 
TO REGAIN DISTRICT TITLE

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy High may be reigning state 
champs, but the team is as motivated 
as ever.

The Tigers come off a season in 
which they did not win a district 
championship for the first time in 12 
years, and the team is determined to 
get back atop District 19-6A.

“It’s on our mind every day,” said 
senior safety Hamilton McMartin. 
“It wasn’t a good feeling losing our 
district championship last season so 
that’s something we are definitely 
striving for. We all want that and are 
pushing every day.”

The Tigers took the field for the 
first time this season Monday at Tiger 
Stadium for their first practice. 

It’s a new year with new leaders 
and new faces on the team, but at 
Katy High, the expectations remain 
the same.

“We have to go out and perform 
at our best every practice,” McMartin 
said. “The intensity was there today, 
people were flying around and I was 
just impressed with the amount of 
intensity we had. We have to keep 
that momentum going.”

Katy High went through condi-
tioning to start the day and then went 
into drills as the Tigers got reaccli-
mated to practice.

Head Coach Gary Joseph was 

See TIGERS, page B3

Caleb Koger prepares to 
make a pass during Monday's 
practice at Tiger Stadium. 

TYLER TYRE

TYLER TYRE

Chad Gasper breaks 
a tackle during a 
Jordan practice.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

There’s a feeling of competi-
tion everywhere you look when 
you go to a Jordan practice. 

With varsity competition on 
the horizon for this year, the 
Warriors are doing everything 
possible to put the best team on 
the field, and every freshman, 
sophomore and junior is fighting 
to get a shot at playing time.

“It’s getting intense between 
the offense and defense," said 
sophomore quarterback Colin 

Willetts. “The defense 
has been doing a great 
job and it’s just really 
fun to go back and 
forth with them.”

Willetts is in a battle 
with Deuce Barrington 

for the starting quarterback posi-
tion, and the two have made the 
most of the opportunity.

“We’re great friends and we 
just push each other every day,” 
Willetts said. “We come out 
and do our best every day, we 
compete and knowing that the 
other one is there helps us be at 
our best.”

With no seniors and no play-
ers with varsity experience, the 
Jordan squad will need to learn 
quickly, but head coach Mike 
Rabe thinks they are up to the 
challenge. 

“They’ve been doing good,” 
Rabe said. “They get it that they 
are competing against each other 
right now but there’s opponents 
coming up. They’re focused on 
that and getting better every day.”

Through his first year at the 

school, Rabe has built a culture 
of hard work at the school. The 
players have responded, and 
since last year have practiced 
with the same intensity, knowing 
that the end goal would be varsi-
ty games this year before district 
realignment next year gives the 
team a chance to play their way 
into the playoffs.

“They’ve been going hard 
since midseason last year,” Rabe 
said. “That’s kind of how they 
practice and operate. It doesn’t 
really change any, they aren’t 
really emotional, they’re just a 
really steady group.”

Rabe was happy with how the 
first week of practice is going.

“It’s always fun when football 
season starts up,” he said. “You 

Jordan preparing for first varsity season

See MAYDE CREEK, page B6

See JORDAN, page B5
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NEWS EDITOR

The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 
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NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.
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A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.
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sophomore. 
While she didn’t take to the 

sport immediately, Mensah-Stock 
stuck with it and won two state 
championships in 2010 and 2011 
before going to Wayland Baptist 
and winning a women’s collegiate 
wrestling national championship 
in 2014. 

But that whole time, it was 
Tarkyia that was her biggest moti-
vator.

“My twin sister got injured our 
first year of wrestling and then as 

seniors after two years of not wres-
tling, she became the second state 
champion at our entire school after 
I was the first,” Mensah-Stock said. 
“Just looking at a family member 
do that, I was like ‘this girl is just 
so strong, so powerful and just a 
comeback kid’ and she was inspir-
ing to me.”

With the win, Mensah-Stock 
became the first American black 
woman to win a wrestling gold 
medal. She has made it a point 
to be a role model for younger 

generations.
“It’s amazing because it means 

that they see someone like them-
selves on that podium, someone 
like me and Helen (Maroulis) 
on that podium, showing them 
that just because you’re female it 
doesn’t mean you can’t accom-
plish the biggest of goals. Being an 
Olympic champ is one of the hard-
est things I have ever done in my 
entire life and I have to say it’s well 
worth it. Now I just can’t wait to be 
at home with my husband and my 

dogs celebrating with them.”
While she was dominant on 

the wrestling mat, Mensah-Stock 
had her fair share of pre-match 
jitters.

“I watched everyone on the 
USA team this morning and it just 
made me even more jittery,” she 
said. “There was just a lot of nerve 
wrecking moments where it was 
almost impossible to stay calm. I 
don’t even know how I did it. I kept 
telling my coaches ‘I’m nervous, 
I’m scared, I’m nervous and I’m 

freaking out here, help me. It 
wasn’t pretty.” 

Mensah-Stock can’t wait to get 
home to her family and plans on 
using some of her winnings as an 
Olympic champion to help her 
mother start a business. 

“I wanted to give my mom 
$30,000 to get a food truck because 
that’s her dream. I told her five 
years ago I was going to do it so my 
mom’s getting a food truck. She’s 
going to have a little cooking busi-
ness. She can cook really well.”

from page B1
OLYMPIAN

Dynamo fall to Austin FC in first Texas Derby
BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Head coach Josh Wolff promised 
physicality and fireworks in the first ri-
valry game for Austin FC, and Wednes-
day night certainly delivered.

Austin snapped a three-game losing 
streak and scored for the first time in 
more than a month in its 3-1 win over 
the Houston Dynamo Wednesday night 
at Q2 Stadium.

"It would be arrogant to say that I 
knew we were going to win the game, 
but we feel good about each game we 
go into," Wolff said. "These guys have a 
great mentality. Tonight, our urgency 
to play and do the things we want to do 
were on display."

As has been the case all season, 
Austin FC dominated the possession, 
holding the ball nearly 70% of the 
match. Austin outshot Houston 14-9 
and had a 5-3 advantage in shots on 
goal.  

Austin capitalized on a Houston 
own goal less than 10 minutes into the 
game. Despite a red card in the 21st 
minute, the Dynamo fought back to tie 
the game when Tyler Pasher scored in 
the 26th.

Tomás Pochettino scored his first 
goal in an Austin FC jersey just before 
the break.

"You want players like him to have 
a level of freedom," Wolff said. "But it's 
still got to fit into the context of how we 
play. He's growing into that."

Cecilio Dominguez got Austin FC 
off to a flying start less than 10 minutes 
into the second half when he headed 
home a cross from Diego Fagundez.

Fafà Picault took advantage of a 
rare mistake by Austin goalkeeper 
Brad Stuver very late to provide some 
breathless moments for the home 
team, but Austin was able to hold on 
for the much-needed three points.

"I wouldn't say I knew we had it 
until the final whistle blew," Wolff said. 
"We made it a lot more interesting than 
we ever needed to. It forced us to grind 
and stress a little bit." 

Newly-signed attacker Sebastián 
Driussi wasn’t in the Austin FC squad 
but can expect to put on the jersey 
for the first time Saturday against FC 
Dallas.

Dani Pereira returned after missing 
the last few matches with an injury. 
Nick Lima came on as a second-half 
sub for the second straight game as he 
continues to work his way back from a 
major knee injury.

Man of the Match
Tomás Pochettino — For the first 

time in a Verde and Black jersey, the 
playmaker was the best player on the 
pitch for Austin FC. His initial shot led 
to the opening goal, and he scored just 
before the half to all but put the game 
on ice. He finished with five shots and 
two on goal. Playing next to Domin-
guez did wonders for his game, and 
with Sebastián Driussi coming into the 
fold this weekend, perhaps this is just 

the beginning.
"It was great for me to be able to 

score," Pochettino said. "It helps you 
build your trust, and I certainly feel 
more trust after scoring."

Scoring
Own Goal, 7th minute: Midfielder 

Sebastian Berhalter centered a ball to 
Julio Cascante, who knocked the ball 
towards goal. Pochettino’s original shot 
bounced off the post, and a Houston 
defender was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time to deflect it in.

Tyler Pasher, 27th minute: Austin 
FC defender Julio Cascante’s poor 
clearance was gobbled up by the Hous-
ton attack. Pasher — fresh off his time 
with Canada at the Gold Cup — fin-
ished after the initial Houston shot was 
saved by Stuver.

Tomás Pochettino, 45th minute: An 
initial shot from Diego Fagundez was 
saved, but Pochettino was right in front 
of goal to poke in his first goal in an 
Austin FC jersey.

Cecilio Dominguez, 56th minute: 
Hector Jimenez fed Diego Fagundez 
down the right side. Fagundez centered 
the ball, and Dominguez came flying in 
to head it home.

Fafà Picault, 86th minute: An un-
characteristically bad giveaway from 
Brad Stuver led to an odd-man rush 
for Houston inside the Austin FC box. 
Picault finished from the left side to 
pull one back late for the visitors.

Key Plays of the Match
Austin FC, Alex Ring, 16th minute: 

Jon Gallagher passed along a ball to 
Ring, who volleyed it from inside the 
box and slammed the

Houston Dynamo, Darwin Ceren, 
21st minute: Ceren swung his elbow 
at Sebastian Berhalter on the far side 
of the field. Berhalter went down like 
a sack of potatoes but was able to 
continue. Houston shifted to a 4-4-1 
formation.

Austin FC, Cecilio Dominguez, 26th 
minute: Dominguez had one of his 
best looks in a few games. A foul just 
outside the box left a free-kick, which 
Dominguez whipped just over the top 
corner.

Austin FC, Diego Fagundez/Tomás 
Pochettino, 52nd minute: Fagundez 
wasn’t corralled by the Houston Dy-
namo keeper, and Tomás Pochettino 
was right there for the rebound, but his 
close-range shot rolled wide left.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Dynamo midfielder Joe Corona (14) heads the ball during a Major League 
Soccer match between Austin FC and Houston Dynamo on August 4, 2021 in 
Austin, Texas. Austin won 3-2.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Houston Dynamo defender Zarek Valentin (4) challenges Austin FC forward Cecilio Dominguez (10) during a Major League Soccer match between Austin FC and Houston Dynamo on August 4, 2021 in 
Austin, Texas. Austin won 3-2
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TYLER TYRE

Katy High added the 
2020 Class 6A, Div. II state 
championship to its wall 
of state championships on 
both the high school and 
Tiger Stadium walls. Katy 
has won nine football state 
championships overall in 
its history.

KATY HIGH ADDS TO WALL OF CHAMPIONSHIPS

happy with what he saw from the 
team on Monday.

“It’s been great because we had 
a good summer and it’s good to 
finally get them back for more than 
an hour,” Joseph said. “We gave 
them a week off before we started 
so they could get their legs back and 
they did really well today. They have 
to learn how to grind a little bit now 
and getting them that repetition is 
a big thing. They’re learning what 
to do and it’s always exciting to get 
started.”

Katy will return starting quarter-
back Caleb Koger and running back 
Seth Davis, who was named the 
offensive MVP of the Class 6A, Divi-
sion II state championship game.

Davis played an important part 
on last year’s team, but will truly 
take over as the lead back this year 
with the graduation of his brother, 
Jalen Davis. 

“I’m just listening to my coaches 
and trying to be prepared,” Davis 
said. “They told me that my brother 
led me and that now I’m ready to 
take over at that spot. I know I’m 
ready now, he taught me everything 
I need to know about how to play 
on the varsity level and I’m just 
ready to go and show what I can 
do.”

Davis has a good relationship 
the offensive lineman on the team 
and said the group has looked great 
throughout the summer.

“There were some new guys in 
the spring, but they really put that 
work in,” Davis said. “They’ve got 
way better and they’ve been so 
good in the summer, I’m glad I get 
to run behind them.”

Joseph is taking things day by 
day, pushing the group to get better 
in every practice.

“It’s just about getting our timing 
back down and understanding what 
we are doing and why we are doing 
it,” Joseph said. “That’s the biggest 
thing for us right now. It’s not what 
the coaches know, it’s what the kids 
know, and we have to get them to 
understand why they’re doing this 
stuff. Once they get that down, we’ll 
be OK.”

Davis is amped and ready for the 
season to start.

“I love it, I love football season 
and I was so happy to put the hel-
mets on today,” Davis said. “I can’t 
wait to put on full pads and I can’t 
wait for our first game.”

from page B1
TIGERS

TYLER TYRE

Katy High's offense lines up to run a play during Monday's practice at Tiger Stadium.

TYLER TYRE

Offensive lineman go through drills during Monday's practice at Tiger Stadium.
TYLER TYRE

Seth Davis turns upfield on a toss play during Monday's practice at Tiger Stadium.
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620
HOUSES FOR SALE

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an inten-
tion or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

ADVERTISE!
281-391-3141

Dental Assistant needed for busy Katy 
area pediatric dental practice. Mon-
Thurs 7:00am-4:30pm. Will train highly 
motivated individual. Send a resume 
and cover letter telling us a little about 
yourself to jobs@katykidsdentist.com

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Board of Directors, 
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be 
received in the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 
712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002, until 2 p.m. 
Local Time, Thursday, September 2nd, 2021, at which time 
all bids will be opened and publicly read for the furnishing 
of all material, equipment, labor and supervision necessary 
or incidental for Construction of “Elyson Village Way 
Landscape”, Harris County, Texas.  

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited 
to, the construction of sprinkler irrigation, lighting, grading, 
grassing, planting, and landscape maintenance.     

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened.  
A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on August 
19, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, at the Elyson Welcome 
Center, 23623 Elyson Falls Dr, Katy, TX 77493.  Bid will not be 
opened unless the bidder or a representative was present at the 
pre-bid conference. 

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or 
cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less 
than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as a guarantee 
that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract and 
execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and provide the 
required insurance certificates within seven (7) days after the 
date Contract Documents are received by the Contractor. 
Copies of the bidding documents may be obtained from www.
CivcastUSA.com: search the Project name. Bidders must 
register on this website in order to view and/or download bid 
documents for this Project.  There is NO charge to view or 
download documents. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to 
waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding process 
except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful Bidder, if any, 
will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s judgment 
will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best 
and most economical completion of the Project. 

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government 
Code, may apply to this Bid and/or Contract and the 
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if the 
Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

HARRIS COUNTY MUD 171

LAKE
MANAGEMENT
Company in Katy

seeking
FIELD SERVICE

TECHNICIAN.
Outside work, hands

on training, no
experience necessary.

Benefits available.
Pay depends on
previous work

experience. Apply in
person - Mon-Fri:
9am to 3pm @

4110 Katy Hockley
Cut-Off Rd, 77493.

281-391-3688

HELP 
WANTED

YARD WORK
EVERY SATURDAY
$15.00 PER HOUR

CALL
713-249-5154

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals addressed to the City of Katy will be 
received at the City of Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, 
Texas 77493, attention Becky L. McGrew, City Secretary; 
for furnishing all necessary materials, equipment, 
superintendence, and labor for the construction of the 
Carson Drive Drainage Improvements, until 2:00 
pm Tuesday August 31, 2021. Bids will, immediately 
thereafter, be publicly opened and read aloud in the City 
of Katy Council Chambers. Any bids received after closing 
time will be returned unopened.

The project involves the installation of 24-inch diameter 
storm sewer located within a rear-lot drainage easement on 
Carson Drive. The proposed storm sewer pipe will extend 
from an existing outfall ditch to 2914 Carson Drive. The 
project also includes all labor, equipment, materials, and 
incidentals required for the project.

Each proposal shall be accompanied by a bid guarantee of 
not less than 5% of total bid amount, as a guarantee that the 
bidder will enter into a contract and execute the required 
bonds within ten days after notice of award. At the option 
of the bidder, the guarantee may be one of the following: 

a. Cashier’s check or certified check upon a national or 
state bank, payable to the City of Katy.

b. Bid bond from a surety company listed in the latest 
issue of U.S. Treasury Circular 570, such bid bond 
being within the maximum amount specified for 
such company in that publication.

Bids without such guarantee will not be considered.

Award of this contract will be made on the basis of the 
lowest responsive responsible bid and references. The right 
is reserved as the interest of the Owner may require, to 
reject any or all bids, and to waive any informality in bids 
received. The successful bidder must furnish Performance 
Bond and Payment Bond on the forms provided in the 
amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the total 
contract price from a Surety acceptable to the Owner. 
Owner reserves the right to award the contract at any time 
within ninety (90) days after bid opening.

A Non-Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held to 
review the scope of work. The Pre-Bid Conference will 
be held on Tuesday, August 24 at 2:00 pm via the Zoom 
Meeting invite below.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83330971503?pwd=L2V0QzVy
bVl0RFlRWjhQdnpIUlRZZz09

Meeting ID: 833 3097 1503
Passcode: 077232

Equal Opportunity in Employment – all qualified 
applicants will receive consideration for employment 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap 
or national origin. Bidders on this work will be required to 
comply with the President’s Executive Order No. 11246, as 
amended by Executive Order 11375, and as supplemented 
in Department of Labor regulations 41 CFR Part 60.

A Complete set of the bidding documents are on file at www.
civcastusa.com. There is no cost to view or download the 
plans. Complete sets of Bidding Documents shall be used 
in preparing Bids; neither Owner nor Engineer assumes 
any responsibility for errors or misinterpretations resulting 
from the use of incomplete sets of Bidding Documents.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Harmoni Towers LLC is proposing to construct a 157-foot 
monopole telecommunications tower at 20210 Morton 
Road, Katy, Harris County, TX 77449 (29 48 57.4 N / 95 43 
23.0 W). The tower is anticipated to have no lights. Interested 
persons may review the application for this project at www.
fcc.gov/asr/applications and entering Antenna Structure 
Registration (ASR) Form 854 File Number “A1197989” 
and may raise environmental concerns about the project 
by filing a Request for Environmental Review with the 
Federal Communications Commission. Requests for 
Environmental Review must be filed within 30 days of the 
date that notice of the project is published on the FCC’s 
website. The FCC strongly encourages interested parties 
to file Requests for Environmental Review online at 
www.fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest. Parties wishing 
to submit the request by mail may do so by addressing 
the request to: FCC Requests for Environmental Review, 
Attn: Ramon Williams, 45 L Street NE, Washington, DC 
20554. Public comments regarding potential effects on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30 days from 
the date of this publication to: EBI Consulting, c/o Project 
#6121005857-SLG, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, 
PA 17403, or via telephone at 802-578-7030.

HARRIS-WALLER COUNTIES 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 5

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF 
RULES AND PENALTIES

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of 
Harris-Waller Counties Municipal Utility District No. 5 
(the “District”), at a meeting held on July 15, 2021, adopted:

1. Regulations Governing Water and Sanitary Sewer 
Lines and Connections, which provides rules and 
regulations for connection to the District’s sewer 
system; and 

2. a Rate Order providing rules and regulations for 
connection to the District’s water, sewer and drainage 
system as well as charges for these services.

Violation of any of the rules contained in the District’s 
Rate Order and Regulations Governing Water and Sanitary 
Sewer Lines and Connections will subject the violator to 
penalties, which includes a fine of up to $5,000 per breach 
and/or day, disconnection of water and sewer service, 
payment of any costs or damages resulting from the 
violation, and civil and criminal legal action.

Copies of the Rate Order and Regulations Governing 
Water and Sanitary Sewer Lines and Connections are 
on file at the principal office of the District, Allen Boone 
Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 
2600, Houston, Texas  77027, where they may be read in 
full.
 /s/ Christie Leighton 
 President, Board of Directors

TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY
DIVISION OF CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

ROYAL ISD
(Public Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and 

Technical Education Programs for SY ’21-‘22)

Royal ISD offers career and technical education programs 
in Agricultural Science, Arts & Audio/Visual Media 
Technology, Business, Health Science, Human Services, 
Manufacturing, Technical Applications and Transportation.  
Admission to these programs is based on interest and age 
appropriateness.

It is the policy of Royal ISD not to discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in its 
vocational programs, services or activities as required by 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

Royal ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English 
language skills will not be a barrier to admission and 
participation in all educational and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, 
contact the Title IX Coordinator, Damion Hopkins, at P.O 
Box 489, Pattison, Texas 77466 * 281-934-2248, and/or the 
Section 504 Coordinator, Tonya Gage, at 3714 FM 359, 
Pattison, Texas 77466 * 281-934-1826. 

TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY
DIVISION OF CAREER AND 
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

ROYAL ISD
Notificación Publica de No Discriminación

en Programas Vocacionales
(Career and Technical Education Programs

para SY 2021-2022)

Royal ISD ofrece programas vocacionales en Ciencias 
Agriculturas, Artes y  tecnología de audio/visual, 
Instrucción en Negocios, Ciencias sobre salud y enfermería, 
Manufacturación, y Transportación. La admisión a estos 
programas se basa en interés y edad apropiada.

Es norma de Royal ISD no discriminar por motivos de 
raza, color, origen nacional, sexo o impedimento, en sus 
programas, servicios o actividades vocacionales, tal como 
lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles 
de 1964, según enmienda; el Título IX de las Enmiendas 
en la Educación, de 1972, y la Sección 504 de la Ley de 
Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Royal ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que 
la falta de habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo 
para la admisión y participación en todos los programas 
educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos 
para quejas, comuníquese con el Coordinador del Título 
IX, Damion Hopkins, en P.O. Box 489, Pattison, Texas 
77466 * 281-934-2248 y/o el Coordinador de la  Sección 
504, Tonya Gage, en  3714 FM 359, Pattison, Texas 77466 
* 281-934-1826.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Board of  Directors Harris County 
Municipal Utility District 165, will be received, until 2:00 
p.m. Local Time, Tuesday, September 7th, 2021, and 
then publicly opened and read at the office of SWA Group 
Landscape Architects, 712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston, 
Texas 77002 for Construction of “Avalon at Cypress West 
& Mason Road Softscape” for Harris County Municipal 
Utility District 165, Harris County, Texas”.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: 
Concrete Trails, grading, sprinkler irrigation, planting, 
grassing, and landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. 
A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held by 
teleconference on Tuesday, August 24, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. 
Local Time. To join call Telephone Number 877-853-5257, 
and use Passcode: 749926 or https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/
91490401962?pwd=dUZBNkhnR1lKK0R3aHBPaVFXeUJ
PZz09

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and 
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search SWA project 
name. Bidders must register on this website in order to 
view and/or download specifications, plans, and associated 
documents for this Project. There is NO charge to view or 
download documents.

A Bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid 
and bid securities in compliance with Owner’s Order 
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and 
all electronic Bids and bid securities must be submitted 
through www.civcastusa.com. Bidder must register on this 
website in order to submit a Bid and bid security.

By submitting a Bid, Bidder acknowledges and agrees 
that the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed 
or agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, 
as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic 
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid. The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, 
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or 
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract 
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or 
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of that 
subchapter.

HC MUD 165
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August 5
Puzzle Answers

look forward to it all year and it’s 
finally here. This is everything we have 
worked towards.”

With such a young group, Rabe is 
excited to get back on a regular sched-
ule this year, barring any setbacks, 
and the players are excited for the 
opportunity in front of them.

“We have to keep pushing ourselves,” 
said freshman wide receiver Andrew 

Marsh “Keep working, keep getting 
better and pushing our hardest.”

“We keep focusing on each indi-
vidual and pushing ourselves to get 
better and better,” Willetts said. “The 
most important thing is to focus on 
each other and keep fighting until we 
get to the end. Our first game is on 
the 27th and we are going to be ready, 
we’re all excited for it.”

from page B1
JORDAN

TYLER TYRE

Deuce Barrington prepares to throw a pass during a Jordan practice.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy Independent School 
District announced a new way to 
purchase tickets for select athletic 
events Friday called Pay N’ Go Tix. 

Pay N’ Go Tix will allow for 
people to purchase tickets elec-
tronically in advance of Katy ISD 
events. Spectators will have two 
way to purchase passes. 

Anyone can visit katyisd.org 
and click the A+ Pay N’ Go icon 
on the upper right-hand corner 
of the website. From there, select 
the Pay N’ Go Tix logo, choose 
your event category and then 
select ‘book now’. You can also 
scan a QR code found across 
district campuses and displayed 
on facility signage located near 
an event entrance and follow the 
same directions. 

Pay N’Go Tix is limited to 
only high school and junior high 
athletic events, with the exception 
of varsity football. Athletic tickets 
will no longer be sold at events 
and must be purchased online 
with a credit card.

Katy ISD 
launches 
new sports 
ticket site

Austin FC stumbles in match at FC Dallas
BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

FRISCO — Josh Wolff’s 
tactical gamble blew up in 
his face.

Any momentum Austin 
FC gained from its midweek 
win was flushed away after 
a deflating 2-0 loss Satur-
day night against FC Dallas 
at Toyota Stadium. The 
three players that scored 
in Wednesday's win over 
Houston started Saturday on 
the bench.

"We'll take the criticism 
for the lineup and the choic-
es that we weren't able to 
get the result tonight," Wolff 
said. "We have to make de-
cisions based on the health 
of our players. and the long-
term goals."

Saturday’s starting lineup 
featured a totally different 
lineup than Wolff’s ‘nor-
mal’ 4-4-3. The FC Dallas 
saw Austin line up with five 
defenders, three midfielders 
and a pair of forwards.

Dani Pereira returned 
to the starting lineup after 
a lengthy spell on the side-
lines with a knee injury. All 
three DPs, Tomás Pochetti-
no, Cecilio Dominguez and 
Sebastián Driussi, started 
the game on the bench.

All three designated 
players came in during 
the second half but failed 
to really have much of an 
attacking impact.

As usual, Austin FC had 
an advantage in possession, 
holding a 53% advantage. 
Austin outshot Dallas 12-11, 
but Dallas had a 5-2 advan-
tage in shots on goal.

Austin FC definitely had 
its chances in the first half.

Manny Perez and Diego 
Fagundez each had close-
range shots saved in the first 
10 minutes, and the duo 
combined with a couple of 

passes at the top of the box, 
but Aedan Stanley couldn’t 
get on the end of the pass. 
FC Dallas came out in the 
second half with some 
urgency, and Ryan Holling-
shead gave the hosts a 1-0 
lead with a left-footed finish 
from inside the box.

"When we come out at 
halftime, we need to be 
stronger, because as soon 
as one goal goes in, it's hard 
for us to come back in," 
Fagundez said. "We have to 
stick together and grow as a 
team."

Less than 15 minutes later, 
moments after Driussi made 
his debut alongside the two 
other DPs, Szabolcs Schön 
squared a ball to Jesús Ferrei-
ra, who scored an easy tap-in 
goal to double the lead.

Austin FC  
Man of the Match
Diego Fagundez — It was 

hard to pick one player on a 
night when the whole team 
struggled mightily. Fagun-
dez was the best player on 
the field in the first half. He 
finished with a team-high 
four total shots and one on 
target. Perhaps the Austin 
FC player with the highest 
work rate, he went the full 90 
minutes after playing 77 in 
the 3-2 win against Houston 
on Wednesday.

Scoring
FC Dallas, Ryan Holling-

shead, 50th minute: A failed 
clearance led to a pass 
from Szabolcs Schön to 
Hollingshead at the top of 
the box. He calmly slotted a 
left-footed shot past Stuver’s 
far post.

FC Dallas, Jesús Ferreira, 

63rd minute: Just after Aus-
tin FC shifted its formation 
by making a quartet of subs, 
Szabolcs Schön squared 
a ball in the middle of the 
Austin FC box for the easy 
tap-in finish.

Moments of the Match
Austin FC, Manny Perez, 

7th minute: The young 
forward got in behind the FC 
Dallas defenders for perhaps 
the best chance of an early 
spell of pressure for Austin. 
He slid as he shot right in 
front of goal.

FC Dallas, Ricardo Pepi, 
25th minute: One of the 
hottest goalscorers in the 
league chested down a pass 
right in front of Brad Stuver 
in the Austin FC goal and 
tried a shot on the half-vol-
ley. But his attempt sailed 
over the bar.

Austin FC, Jhohan 
Romaña, 39th minute: The 
ever-dangerous FC Dallas 
counter was in full sprint. 
But like a five-star middle 
linebacker, Romaña sprinted 
back to snuff out any threat.

Austin FC Diego Fa-
gundez, 44th minute: Dani 
Pereira drew a foul just out-
side of the FC Dallas penalty 
box, and the ensuing free 
kick from Fagundez took a 
deflection and bonked off 
the crossbar.

Austin FC, Sebastián Dri-
ussi, 62nd minute: The Ar-
gentinian has the potential 
to be one of the most lethal 
goalscorers on the Austin 
FC roster. He didn't record a 
shot on target and took one 
corner. Hopefully, we look 
back at this moment as one 
bright spot in an otherwise 
dreary game.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Austin FC midfielder Tomas Pochettino (7) fights for the ball during a Major League Soccer match between FC Dallas and Austin 
FC on August 7, 2021 in Frisco, Texas. FC Dallas won 2-0.
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get better and get more 
intense. I’m excited for it.”

Jensen’s culture has re-
ceived lot of buy in from the 
players, and junior corner-
back and safety Tay’Shawn 
Wilson says it has made a 
difference.

Wilson will be a big piece 
for the Rams this season as he 
will be used in a hybrid role at 
both cornerback and safety. 

“I’m just trying to be flex-
ible and play wherever they 
need me,” Wilson said. “I 
just want to be versatile and 
be anywhere the team needs 
me to help us succeed.”

Another important player 
will be Jordan Kelly, a senior 
wide receiver who also plays 
safety.

“We just need more 
guys, we’re bringing them 
along and they’re learning 
and when those guys are 
ready we’ll be more ver-
satile offensively and help 
us. I’m trying to help the 
younger guys know how the 

plays work and make sure 
they know what’s going on 
and have good communi-
cation. On defense I’m also 
trying to be one of those 
leaders and help out. We 
have to know what coverage 
we are in and everyone has 
to know what’s going on as 
far as calls go.”

Mayde Creek went 4-5 
overall and 1-5 in District 
19-6A play last season, and 
the team is determined for a 
better year this year.

“I’m hyped up, I’m ready 
to play right now,” Wilson 
said. “We want to prove our-
selves and show everyone 
what we can do.”

from page B1
MAYDE CREEK
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Manuel Acosta takes a drink of water during a practice at Mayde Creek.
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Devon Perkins hands the ball off 
during a practice at Mayde Creek.

University of Texas president defends SEC move
BY HEIDI PÉREZ-MORENO
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

University of Texas at Austin 
President Jay Hartzell on Monday 
publicly defended the school’s 
decision to leave the Big 12 for the 
Southeastern Conference along 
with the University of Oklahoma 
in 2025 and denied Texas lawmak-
ers’ claims that the school violated 
Big 12 bylaws in doing so.

“This future move is the right 
thing for our student athletes for 
our student athletes, our programs 
and our University in the face of 
rapid change and increased un-
certainty,” Hartzell said.

Hartzell’s comments came 
during the first hearing of a special 
Senate committee created to study 
the conference shakeup’s impact 
as it became apparent the flagship 
university was maneuvering to 
leave the Big 12 Conference. The 
move could drastically affect the 
remaining Texas schools that are 
part of the Big 12 — Texas Chris-
tian University, Baylor and Texas 
Tech.

Since news broke this summer 
that UT was going to join the SEC, 
lawmakers have worried about the 
impact on other Texas universi-
ties. But they have had few tools 
to block the move. On Monday, 
lawmakers criticized the president 
of the flagship school’s decision as 
being a calculated choice meant to 
avoid intervention from legislators 
during this year’s regular legisla-
tive session.

A group of Texas lawmakers last 
month filed legislation that would 
prohibit Texas public colleges and 
universities from switching their 
conference affiliations without 
legislative approval. But it was ef-
fectively a symbolic move because 
Gov. Greg Abbott didn’t place uni-
versity conference affiliations on 
the special session agenda, which 
means the bill is ineligible to be 
passed into law.

But in regular legislative 
sessions, like the one that ended 
in May, lawmakers can pass bills 
about any topic they choose.

“It is timed to avoid the leg-
islature in its legislative session, 
where it is structured with the 
power to make decisions,” said 
Sen. Brian Birdwell, R-Granbury.

Hartzell said that he initiated 
discussions with the SEC in the 
spring — while the regular legisla-
tive session was going on.

He disputed claims made by 

lawmakers and Big 12 Commis-
sioner Bob Bowlsby that the Texas 
school violated the league’s bylaws 
by not giving advance notice of 
their departure.

“I want to set the record 
straight — we have and will con-
tinue to honor all agreements,” 
Hartzell said. “We have not violat-
ed any Big 12 bylaws.”

Lawmakers argue that the 
process was done in the dark and 
would have far-reaching effects 
on the remaining schools in the 
conference, notably the three that 
are in Texas.

“We need to make sure that 
when these processes go down 
that they're not done in the dark 
of night with no consideration for 
other affected parties,” said state 
Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock.

State Rep. Dustin Burrows, 
R-Lubbock, noted two provisions 
in the Big 12’s bylaws: a commit-
ment to be part of the conference 
for 99 years if it lasts that long and 
that members should not be en-
gaged with discussions or conduct 
that go against the best interest of 
the conference.

He insinuated that a member 
planning to leave the conference 
behind closed doors doesn’t 

represent a decision in the Big 12’s 
best interest, to which Bowlsby 
agreed.

“They’ve been doing this for 
weeks, if not months, behind your 
back,” Burrows said. “Behind the 
backs of the other members and 
maybe even behind the backs of 
the Legislature while we were in 
session.”

Bowlsby noted that, following 
the decision, the best approach for 
the remaining eight members is to 
stick together. But the two flagship 
schools’ departure represents a 
major blow to the conference: 
They represent nearly 50% of the 
value in the Big 12’s television 
rights agreement.

The commissioner also said he 
isn’t aware of other schools look-
ing to follow in the footsteps of UT 
and OU. If made aware of similar 
actions, Bowlsby said they could 
expect a similar letter that UT and 
OU received on possible violations 
to the conference’s bylaws.

“The innate co-dependencies 
that are present in college athletics 
conferences extend far beyond the 
playing fields,” Bowlsby said. “Not-
withstanding the obvious breach 
of trust, [OU and UT] have violated 
the very bylaws they helped to 

construct.”
Hartzell said the decision to 

leave was motivated by a multi-
tude of factors, including the coro-
navirus pandemic that has up-
heaved the stability and financial 
prospects of college athletics and 
a recent Supreme Court decision 
allowing athletes to profit based 
on their name, image and likeness. 
The changing landscape of college 
athletics is leading schools to find 
new methods of revenue.

“We came to view that due to 
the changing landscape of college 
athletics and the strong position of 
the Southeastern Conference, that 
the SEC might be a better home 
for the University — providing 
us with greater certainty and less 
risk,” Hartzell said.

He said that joining the SEC 
would provide the highest level 
of visibility for athletes, tougher 
athletic competition and stadiums 
that closely resemble the size and 
capacity of Texas. He also noted 
that the decision can reignite the 
school’s athletic rivalry with Texas 
A&M, which declined to provide 
testimony at the hearing.

But Perry argued that UT 
should have stuck around to 
strengthen the Big 12.

“If you’re as big and great as 
you think you are, you should have 
made the Big 12 equal or better 
than the SEC, and you didn’t do 
it,” Perry said.

Officials from the three Texas 
schools also part of the Big 12 
— Baylor University, Texas Tech 
University and Texas Christian 
University — spoke during the 
hearing Monday afternoon. All 
three emphasized the toll this de-
parture would take on the schools 
and surrounding communities.

Baylor President Linda A. 
Livingstone said her focus is to 
ensure the athletic and academ-
ic strength for the state, the Big 
12 conference and the schools 
affected.

She said these schools losing 
Power 5 status threatens the live-
lihoods of the communities they 
represent, noting a study from 
the Perryman Group last week 
that said thousands of jobs could 
be impacted by the departure, 
regardless of whether the confer-
ence dissolved.

The report was paid for by Lub-
bock’s Chamber of Commerce.

“Many of these businesses 
rely on those types of activities in 
our communities to carry them 
through the year financially and 
successfully,” Livingstone said. 
“So, the prosperity of many Texans 
is at stake as we think about this.”

Disclosure: Texas Christian 
University and University of Texas 
at Austin have been financial 
supporters of The Texas Tribune, a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news orga-
nization that is funded in part by 
donations from members, foun-
dations and corporate sponsors. 
Financial supporters play no role 
in the Tribune's journalism. Find a 
complete list of them here.

Join us Sept. 20-25 at the 2021 
Texas Tribune Festival. Tickets are 
on sale now for this multi-day cel-
ebration of big, bold ideas about 
politics, public policy and the 
day’s news, curated by The Texas 
Tribune’s award-winning journal-
ists. Learn more.

This article originally ap-
peared in The Texas Tribune 
at https://www.texastribune.
org/2021/08/02/ut-austin-sec-de-
fend-legislature/. The Texas 
Tribune is a member-supported, 
nonpartisan newsroom inform-
ing and engaging Texans on state 
politics and policy. Learn more at 
texastribune.org.

SCOTT WACHTER/USA TODAY SPORTS/REUTERS VIA THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Texas Longhorns’ marching band cheers on their team in the first half of the game against the Texas Tech Red Raiders at Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium in 2019.
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