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Child sex trafficking still a major concern in Katy area
BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Debi Tengler is the chief relations 
officer of Arrow Child & Family 
Ministries and she wants Katy area 
residents to know that child sex 
trafficking is alive and unfortunately 
well in the Katy area. With its posi-
tion over the I-10 corridor – iden-
tified by the FBI as a major hub for 
human trafficking of all sorts – the 
Katy area is an ongoing home for 
child sex trafficking and forced sex 
trafficking in general, Tengler said at 
a June 18 meeting of the Katy Chris-
tian Chamber of Commerce. 

Arrow Child & Family Ministries 
is social services organization that is 
also a foster care agency. 

“I’m here to tell you that all 
what’s going on in our very own 
backyards,” Tengler said. “This 
is now the second-largest reve-

nue-generating industry in the 
nation.” 

Tengler said that each child 
that is trafficked generates about 
$360,000 per year on average for 
the person who is trafficking him 
or her. The average age for a victim 
of sex trafficking is between 13 and 
15-years-old and most only live 
seven or eight years after they begin 
being trafficked. About 40% of those 
trafficked are males and 88% are 
current or former foster children, 
Tengler said.  The trend is for boys 
and young men to be victimized 
more, Tengler said.

“When I first began discussing 
this topic about six years ago and 
presenting on it, (males) were only 
3%,” Tengler said. “It is estimated 
that by the end of the year, this statis-
tic will change to 50% of all traffic 
victims will be males.” 

Tengler said that stereotypes keep 

people from realizing the threat of 
sex trafficking and other forms of 
human trafficking in their commu-
nities. Area residents in a place like 
Cinco Ranch or other portions of 
the Katy area picture low-income 
streets with blatant prostitution near 
intersections and dark alley deals, 
but the reality is much different, 
she said. Places such as Katy Mills 
and even Katy ISD campuses are 
often the starting points for a child 
being recruited as a victim of human 
trafficking. 

One 13-year-old student who at-
tended Katy Junior High School was 
recruited by a 54-year-old trafficker, 
Tengler said. The adult predator had 
groomed the girl over a three-year 
period online and through a groom-
er that had been planted at the 
school, she said. He had then given 
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Debi Tengler, chief relations 
officer of Arrow Child & 
Family Ministries, speaks at 
a June 18 meeting of the 
Katy Christian Chamber of 
Commerce. Tengler said that 
Katy, with the I-10 corridor 
passing directly through it, is 
a major hub of sex trafficking 
and that residents need to 
educate themselves on the 
issue to raise awareness and 
prevention efforts in the 
community. 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Council members 
approved the purchase of a 
new Gradall brand land-
scaping machine, similar to 
a backhoe during their mid-
June meeting last Thursday. 
They also approved two tax 
abatement agreements with 
Warefor Solutions, LLC. 
and Duro Hilex Poly, LLC in 
separate resolutions. 

“These are tax abate-
ment agreements that 
we’ve been working on for 
several months, if not close 
to a year,” said City Attorney 
Justin Pruitt. 

The Warefor Solutions 
agreement will provide 
a tax abatement for the 
company to move into the 
Stream Realty development, 
Brookshire Economic Devel-

COURTESY ASCO EQUIPMENT

During their June 17 meeting, Brookshire City Council members approved the 
purchase of a new Gradall machine which will help the city’s Public Works 
Department maintain ditches and hard-to-reach landscaping throughout the city 
with a digging bucket and three other attachments. The purchase was made with 
the recommendation of Public Works Director Earnest Kelley. 

Brookshire approves 
Gradall purchase, 
tax abatement deals

BROOKSHIRE

See BROOKSHIRE, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Harris County Emergency Services 
District 48’s new fire chief, George 
McAteer, said he’s excited to return 
to serving the community he lives in 
after spending more than 30 years 
with the Houston Fire Department. He 
said he’d been with the Houston Fire 
Department a long time and wasn’t 
looking to move.

“Then I heard this spot became 
available and this is really the only job 
I would have left HFD for because I 
loved my HFD job,” McAteer said.  

He began his career in the 1980s in 
what was then known as the West I-10 
Fire Department, now HCESD 48, and 
said he’s impressed with how the de-
partment has evolved over the years, 
and with the level of organization 
and programs offered throughout the 
community served by HCESD 48. The 
department serves an area between 
Fry Road and the city of Katy from an 
east-to-west perspective and from 
Clay Road in the north to Westheimer 
Parkway to the south.

McAteer said he is also grateful 
to be walking into a department that 
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George McAteer is the new fire chief at Harris County Emergency Services District 48. He brings with 
him about 36 years of experience as a first responder and a love of firefighting, he said. He grew up in 
Texas and Montana and has lived in the Katy area most of his adult life.

HCESD 48 
fire chief 

comes home 
to a new 

West I-10

See SEX TRAFFICKING, page A3

BY R. HANS MILLER, NEWS EDITOR 
AND SUSAN ROVEGNO, PUBLISHER

As Fort Bend County Precinct 
3 continues to grow, the commis-
sioner’s office for Precinct 3 is fo-
cused on addressing transporta-
tion infrastructure in the district, 
said Robert Pechukas, manager 
of policy and administration for 
Fort Bend County Commissioner 
Andy Meyers, during a recent 
Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
forum. 

Pechukas said the current 
population of the precinct is 
about 300,000 residents making 
it the most populous precinct in 
the county. Even after expected 
redistricting as a result of the U.S. 
Census and other factors, the pre-
cinct is still expected to be more 
than 225,000 people. That means 
a lot of cars and a lot of people to 
move around, especially along 
and between major corridors 
such as FM 1093 in the south 
and I-10 and the north. Fortu-
nately, he said, improvements 
are coming to thoroughfares that 

move people between those and 
other east-west thoroughfares 
in the area. The Grand Parkway 
is expected to be expanded with 
additional access lanes and the 
main roadway being expanded to 
three lanes between I-10 and FM 
1093, he said. 

“I-10 is an absolute necessity 
for the state,” Pechukas said. 

Pechukas said that, while the 
project is a state-funded project, 
the county has pushed the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
on the issue. Funding for TXDoT 
is tight due to most of its fund-

ing coming from fuel taxes, but 
partnership between Precinct 3 
and its community partners at 
the state level helped move the 
project up. 

According to Assistant County 
Engineer Ike Akinwande, the 
county expects the first portion 
of the Grand Parkway access road 
expansion to begin just north of 
Cinco Ranch Boulevard and run 
to just south of Westheimer Park-
way. The second stretch is further 
south and will also be on the west 
side of the parkway, beginning 
just north of S. Fry Road and 
extending to the Westpark Toll-
way. The project will be paid for 
primarily by the state with about 
$4.9 million in matching funds 
from a 2017 bond authorization. 

The much-anticipated Texas 
Heritage Parkway will extend 
from FM 1093 near Fulshear and 
go north through 10 roundabouts 
to I-10 just west of Katy Creek 
Estates. The roadway is expected 
to have a staged opening 

'Round we go: Katy area to see more traffic circles

STOCK PHOTO BY KELLY LACY VIA PEXELS

The Katy area will soon see more roundabouts similar to this one installed over the next few 
months as the Texas Heritage Parkway opens in stages from early July through the end of the 
year. Experts say that, while there are more minor accidents at these types of intersections, the 
accidents generate much fewer fatalities overall. 

See TRAFFIC, page A3

See FIRE CHIEF, page A3
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The Waller County Com-

missioners Court tabled con-

sideration of an agreement 

between the county and the city 

of Brookshire which would have 

seen Brookshire paying $500 per 

month plus boarding and care 

fees for the county to provide 

animal control services to the 

city. Commissioners expressed 

concern that the costs would ex-

ceed the amount paid by the city 

and doubt that Brookshire City 

Council would address animal 

control improvements in a timely 

manner.

“If we say (the agreement 

goes) to the end of the year, your 

council will wait until the end of 

the year,” Precinct Four Commis-

sioner Justin Beckendorff said, 

addressing Brookshire Alderper-

son Kim Branch who represented 

Brookshire at the meeting. 

Beckendorff also praised 

Branch for her proactive ap-

proach and described her as the 

defacto animal control person for 

the city. Branch has long worked 

with Belle’s Buds Rescue which 

works to assist the city whenever 

possible, as well as with other 

community members to try to 

address animal control. 

Waller County Sheriff Troy 

Guidry, who oversees animal 

control in all unincorporated 

portions of Waller County, said 

the $500-plus-expenses agree-

ment was not sufficient to cover 

the costs of the program for his 

department. He currently has 

two animal control officers and, 

especially if other cities through-

out the county asked for similar 

arrangements, the department 

would need to add more animal 

control officers in order to meet 

demand. He estimated that, with 

benefits and salary, personnel 

alone could add another $60,000 
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Katy City Council 

members tabled a budget 

amendment which would 

have added $7,000 for a pilot 

program to focus on animal 

care at Katy Animal Con-

trol’s shelter. In a 3-2 vote 

most councilmembers voted 

to give a recently formed ad-

visory committee more time 

to come up with a detailed 

plan for improvements to 

the department. 

“I don’t want the (Animal 

Welfare Advisory Commit-

tee) to feel pressured to – I 

mean, yes, we’re all anxious 

to see a plan with associated 

costs – but I don’t want them 

to feel pressured that they 

may take any shortcuts,” said 

Councilmember Janet Corte. 

Councilmembers Jenifer 

Stockdick and Rory Rob-

ertson argued in favor of 

moving forward with the 

pilot program to begin vac-
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NEWS EDITOR

O
nline content creation has become big 

business, whether that content is silly videos 

on TikTok or professionally produced video 

game streams on platforms such as Twitch or Xbox 

Live. Three Katy area video gamers, Veronica Ander-

son, Alek Farren and Devon Hatton, are working on 

tapping into the content creation market profes-

sionally. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that it takes hard 

work to do this,” Hatton said. “And it takes a really 

good support system – your community becomes 

your support; your friends become your support, 

and the people that are entertained by you become 

your support.” 

Hatton, Anderson and Farren – who go by the 

online names Panduhdon, WhosVron and Farren-

heights, respectively – are all professional streamers 

to some extent. Hatton works at it as a part-time job 

while Anderson and Farren are full-time content 

creators. While all three focus on video games, 

cooking videos, question-and-answer livestreams, 

other content is peppered across their channels 

as well. While they haven’t had the big breaks like 

super-streamer Richard Tyler Blevins – also known 

as Ninja on his streaming channels – who has 

reportedly made millions of dollars, all three have 

garnered sponsorships with local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming. Farren and Anderson have also 

gotten sponsorships from the gaming drink GFuel, 

which is popular among streamers. Meanwhile, 

Hatton streams part-time after his job working with 

developmentally disabled students. 

All three said there’s no magic formula to make 

it as a professional streamer with enough income to 

live on through streaming. 

“It can be hit or miss, but it can be a combina-

tion of grinding and putting in the work and luck, 

because you can grind and put in the work for five 

years, 10 years and never hit, you know,” Farren 

said. “Or you could grind for five years, then finally, 

you get a raid from a big streamer (and it) can 

change your life overnight.”

Farren was a safety superintendent in the 

petrochemical industry before the pandemic 

but was laid off last April after the oil market 

destabilized due to the pandemic. He had a bit of a 

safety net and took a leap of faith to try streaming 

full time rather than just as a hobby. Anderson 

took similar steps and moved from New England to 

become Farren’s roommate and began streaming 

full time herself. 

While the streamers did not want to talk about 

their incomes because it is a private matter, CNBC 

reports that the average full-time streamer can 

earn between $3,000 and $5,000 a month. However, 

all three Allegiant-sponsored streamers said it’s 

still a full 40-hour a week job, albeit a fun one. 

It is a career that takes social media marketing 

skills, dedication to putting out content regularly, 

computer skills and initial investment in a gaming 

rig that must be maintained and upgraded 

regularly. A gaming computer can run anywhere 

from the high hundreds of dollars to well over 

$5,000 – just for the PC itself. HD monitors, lighting 

and other accessories add several hundred dollars 

on top of that – part of the reason sponsorships are 

important for gamers. 

The industry has a culture that streamers have to 

plan for, the three said. Many streaming platforms 

have live chats appearing next to the main portion 

of the video. That chat must be moderated and 

maintained for a variety of reasons including pro-

fanity, racism and sexism, they said. However, there 

are digital tools that help monitor and eliminate 

those items from being seen, they said. 

City Council 

tables animal 

control pilot

BY R. HANS MILLER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy ISD trustees appointed Nathan Fuchs as executive 

director of the Maintenance and Operations Department 

and Richard Merriman as principal for Raines Academy 

Monday night. Trustees reviewed results of a survey to gauge 

interest in a permanent virtual high school and approved a 

one-time lump sum payment to staff. 

For the one-time lump sum payments, full-time em-

ployees will receive a $500 check while part-timers will 

receive $250. The bonus comes as trustees recognized the 

challenges that faculty and staff during the district have 

faced throughout the 2020-21 school year. 

Trustees make staff 

moves, examine 

virtual high school
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County considers Brookshire animal control agreement

COURTESY VERONICA ANDERSON

Veronica Anderson – also known online as Whosvron – plays a “Call of Duty” game on the Twitch streaming 

platform. Anderson is a full-time streamer who has earned sponsorships from local gaming boutique 

Allegiant Gaming and from the energy drink company GFuel. She is one of many gamers making a living 

entertaining others through content creation which often involves witty commentary while playing. 

WALLER COUNTY/SWAGGIT

Brookshire Alderperson Kim Branch spoke before the Waller County Commissioners Court during 

the court’s April 21 meeting regarding the city’s animal control needs. The city has been without 

proper animal control services for years and Branch has often volunteered her time to address 

strays within the city.
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A budget 

amendment to 

vaccinate and 

provide veterinary 

care for more 

strays was debated 

heavily during 

Monday’s Katy City 

Council meeting. 

The measure 

was eventually 

postponed.

BROOKSHIRE/WALLER CO.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. College group
  5. Small morsels of food
11. Actress Dunham
12. Puts a limit on
16. Used for baking or drying
17. Commercial
18. Zookeeper Bindi
19. Walk in one’s sleep
24. The Great Lakes State
25. Winter sport
26. A thin layer on something
27. Peacock network
28. Give birth to a lamb or kid
29. “Too Scared to Cry” author
30. Nose
31. Friend
33. Country music legend
      Haggard
34. Curved
38. More deformed
39. Bleated
40. Set on its end
43. An aspect of Ra
44. Releasing hormone (abbr.)
45. Harsh, grating noise
49. __ Francisco
50. Common Japanese
      surname
51. Punish with an arbitrary
      penalty
53. Football position (abbr.)
54. Not in the know
56. African antelope
58. Popular tech (abbr.)

59. Baseball teams get three of
      them
60. Make up one’s mind
63. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
64. Martens
65. Susan and Tom are two

CLUES DOWN
  1. Excessively showy
  2. Put an end to
  3. Blood disorder
  4. Ingredient in wine
  5. Shellfish
  6. Made smaller
  7. We
  8. The Treasure State
  9. __ Ekland, actress
10. Male parent
13. One hundredth of a watt
      (abbr.)
14. Dish of minced meat
15. Smothered laugh
20. Article
21. Atomic #12
22. Small parrot
23. Fictional “Star Wars” planet
27. French wine grape
29. Football stat (abbr.)
30. Sound unit
31. Where you sleep
32. University of Dayton
33. Miller beer offering
34. Feel embarrassed
35. Able to be estimated
36. Commune in NW France

37. Adult female chicken
38. Intergovernmental
      organization
40. Archaic term for until
41. That which is not sacred
42. Sound made in speech
44. Handgun (slang)
45. Fill up again
46. Evoke or awaken
47. Beam Me Up, __!

48. Spider wasp genus
50. Headdress
51. Exclamation of surprise
52. Of I
54. Figures
55. Men’s fashion accessories
57. Indicates position
61. Megabyte
62. The Prairie State

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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JULY 1
JAZZ THURSDAY AT THE ROUXPOUR

Fire NR Bones, an innovative, low-vol-
ume jazz trio will entertain patrons of 
The Rouxpour from 6-9 p.m. The venue 
is fashioned after New Orleans’ historic 
French Quarter and works to provide a 
genuine NOLA atmosphere for visitors 
to enjoy. Meal costs vary. 2643 Com-
mercial Center Blvd. Ste. A300, Katy. 

JULY 3
FREEDOM PARADE, FESTIVAL  

& MOVIE NIGHT
The Katy Heritage Society is hosting 
this event at Katy Heritage Park – 
5990 George Bush Drive, Katy – from 
6-10 p.m. on the first Saturday in July. 
The event will feature a parade of 
bikes, strollers and scooters decorat-
ed for our nation’s birthday. A petting 
zoo, face painting, snow cones, hot 
dogs and crafts will also be available. 
$5 admission. 

FULSHEAR FREEDOM FEST
The city of Fulshear, Walmart and 
the Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce are co-hosting the 2021 
Fulshear Freedom Fest. The event 
will feature a carnival with vendor 
booths and food trucks as well as 
live music from The Spazmatics, a 
Fulshear favorite for years now. The 
festivities will be held in front of 
Fulshear High School at 9302 Charger 
Way in Fulshear. Good times begin at 
6 p.m. and end at 9:30 p.m. after the 
fireworks show. www.fulshearkaty.
com/events-calendar 

JULY 4
KATY FREEDOM CELEBRATION

Step out for the city of Katy’s annual 
Fourth of July fireworks display 
starting at about 9 p.m. in the Katy 
Mills area between the mall and 
Typhoon Texas. While the city is not 
doing the regular parade and such 
due to ongoing community projects, 
fireworks are still on. Come out and 
celebrate. https://bit.ly/3qgECbI

JULY 7
TRANSPORTATION TALK  

WITH CONGRESSMAN TROY NEHLS
The Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce hosts this event at Perry’s 
Steakhouse and Grille in LaCenterra 
– 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Ste. Q100. 
Nehls, a freshman congressman who 
previously served as Fort Bend Coun-
ty Sheriff, will discuss the ins and outs 
of transportation in the area and how 
what happens in Washington D.C. 

impacts the Katy area. Tickets are $50 
and include lunch. 832-600-3221. 
https://bit.ly/3xAfCyj 

JULY 8
CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE  

WITH TROY NEHLS
Join the Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce for a discussion with 
Nehls focused on how Congress’s 
actions in the nation’s capital affect 
local residents and what he is doing 
during his first term in office. This 
event will be held at Perry’s Steak-
house – 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
Katy – from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $50 
for individuals. $500 for a corporate 
table of six. Sponsorships available. 
www.katychamber.com 

JULY 9
Step out for some live music as The 
Sammy Jo Band takes the stage at Bak-
er Street Pub – in LaCenterra at 23502 
Cinco Ranch Blvd Ste. A150, Katy, TX 
77494 – from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. on a Fri-
day night. Enjoy some classic pub grub 
while you listen to music spanning 
nearly the whole of the last century. A 
little 40’s big band here, some 80s pop 
hits there and a fun show all around. 
No cover. Drink specials available. Meal 
prices vary. https://bit.ly/3vDQC7X 

JULY 10
3 DOORS DOWN AND SEETHER, LIVE

Head to the Smart Financial Centre in 
Sugar Land for 3 Doors Down’s twen-
tieth-anniversary celebration of their 
“The Better Life” album. The band will 
be playing the full album in its entirety 
along with many of their other hits. 
Seether will open for them as they tour 
to support their album “Si Vis Pacem, 
Para Bellum” which was released last 
year. All ages show. 18111 Lexington 
Blvd., Sugar Land. Doors open at 8 
p.m. $30-432. Ticket prices subject to 
change. https://bit.ly/3gPTtFp

JULY 10, 17, 24, 31
SHOP THE SHIRE 

Head to downtown Brookshire each 
of the last four Saturdays in July for 
Shop the Shire. Hosted by the Bloom-
in’ 90 General Store at 3719 Hwy. 
90 in Brookshire, this event features 
several vendors selling crafts, treats 
and a family-friendly farmers’ market. 
Join the fun from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
each Saturday the market is open. 

JULY 17
KATY MARKET DAY

Step out for this summer’s round of 

Katy Market Day. This monthly farm-
ers market features a variety of craft 
vendors, food trucks, live entertain-
ment and a chance to support local 
businesses in Katy’s historic down-
town. The market occurs on Second 
and Third streets and between 
avenues B and C in downtown, right 
by The Limited Edition Art & Antiques 
whose owner hosts the monthly craft 
fair. The fun starts at 10 a.m. and ends 
at 4 p.m. https://katymarketday.com/

MIDSUMMER FESTIVAL 
Head out to support local nonprofits 
at the first annual Midsummer Festival. 
The carnival features live music from 
Midnight Express, Tejano Music Award 
Winner Crystal Torres and led Zepagain 
– a Led Zeppelin tribute band from L.A. 
which Jimmy Page has called “as close 
as you’ll ever get to the real deal.” The 
event features food trucks, games, a 
kids’ zone, a fireworks show and other 
family-friendly activities. Proceeds 
benefit Christ Clinic, Compassion Katy, 
Hope Impacts, Katy Christian Ministries, 
the Pregnancy Help Center of West 
Houston and The Ballard House. 
$10-$100. (See website for details.) 
2-10 p.m. 700 Westgreen Blvd. www.
midsummerfestkaty.com 

ADOPTIVE PARENT TRAINING 
Adoption Choices of Texas hosts this 
free online course to help hopeful 
parents figure out the path to adopt-
ing a child in the Lone Star State. The 
training takes an in-depth look at lo-
gistics, birth family relations, adoption 
counselor communication, hospital 
etiquette, newborn education, special 
needs children and children born with 
addictions as well as interracial adop-
tions. This event is free and runs from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. https://bit.ly/3vIxhTa

JULY 29
THE IMPACT OF LEARNING LOSS

Four education experts will come 
together from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. to 
discuss the challenges facing students 
and the adults who help them with 
their educations after the learning 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
hosts this event featuring Neuhaus 
Education Center CEO Tracey Weeden, 
Katy ISD Chief Academic Officer 
Christine Caskey, Royal ISD Associate 
Superintendent Kendra Strange and 
Lamar Consolidated ISD Chief Aca-
demic Officer Terri Mossige. Members 
$25. Nonmember $50. Sponsorships 
available. 814 East Ave., Ste. H, Katy. 
281-391-5289. www.katychamber.com 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Harris County Constable Ted 
Heap has announced that six offi-
cers in his department have been 
promoted. Combined, the promoted 
officers have more than half a centu-
ry of experience among them. 

“The sergeants went through a 
rigorous promotional process which 
includes a writing exercise, a written 
test, an oral interview assessment like 
process. Forty-eight candidates start-
ed the process after each phase those 
who scored high enough moved on 
to the next phase after oral interview 
these were the top candidates,” said 
Precinct 5 Chief Deputy Brian Harris. 

Frank Salas was promoted to ser-
geant. Salas has been with Precinct 
5 for 17 years and has served mostly 
with the department’s strategic re-
sponse unit. After his promotion, he 
will be taking a supervisory position 
in the Energy Corridor. 

Bobby Ferguson has been in law 
enforcement for 14 years and after 
his promotion to sergeant will be 
serving as a district sergeant for the 
evening shift. 

Robert Felix, an 18 year veteran of 
Precinct 5, has also been promoted to 
sergeant. He will serve as a day shift 
supervisor in the Nottingham Country 
portion of the precinct situated be-

tween I-10 and the Barker Reservoir. 
Daniel Keeton (not pictured 

above) has also been promoted to 
sergeant and will supervise activi-
ties on the toll road and serve as an 
incident manager as needed. 

Investigator Kayla Fesperman has 
been promoted to corporal and will 
now be a supervisor in the Animal 
Crimes Unit. 

Deputy Courtney Reyes has been 
promoted to corporal as well and 
will serve Harris County Municipal 
Utility District 165. As part of her du-
ties, she will serve as a field training 
officer, teaching new deputies in the 
department’s Patrol Division. 

Harris said the department has 
worked hard to ensure that its depu-
ties are well-trained and reflects the 
community it serves which is made 
up of about 78% minorities. Only one 
in 12 applicants make it through the 
hiring process, he said. 

Five deputies were sworn in June 
18. These include deputies David 
Ventura, Emmanuel Gonzalez-Sosa, 
Cody Lindsey, Yaribette Torres and 
Eric Yanes. The new deputies will 
ride with a field training officer for 
some time before serving the com-
munity on their own. 

“The standards are high,” Harris 
said. “Constable Heap continues to 
have a department that reflects the 
diversity of the precinct.”

(From left 
to right) 
Deputies Frank 
Salas, Bobby 
Ferguson, 
Kayla 
Fesperman, 
Courtney 
Reyes and 
Robert Felix 
all received 
promotions for 
their work in 
Harris County 
Constable for 
Precinct 5 Ted 
Heap’s (far 
right) office. 

Heap promotes 6 
in June 18 ceremony

COURTESY HARRIS COUNTY CONSTABLE PCT. 5

JULY 2021  
KATY AREA EVENTS



beginning the week of July 
5 when the section from 
Kingsland Boulevard to 
Tamarron Crossing will 
open. Shortly after during 
the week of July 12, the 
southernmost section from 
FM 1093 to Fulshear Bend 
will open. In early August, 
the entirety from FM 1093 
to Kingsland Boulevard will 
then open. Construction 
on the last section between 
I-10 and Kingsland 
Boulevard is expected to 
start construction by the end 
of June and be completed 
this coming December, 
according to Gary Gehbauer, 
an engineer with BFE, 
Inc., one of the companies 
involved in the project. 

Pechukas said Precinct 
3 staff will continue to work 
toward ensuring safe and 
efficient travel is available 
for the precinct’s residents. 

He said that, while he knows 
not everyone buys in on the 
concept of traffic circles, 
the chance of a major 
accident at an intersection 
is decreased and the traffic 
circles save taxpayer dollars, 
being must less expensive 
than a $350,000 average cost 
for a traffic light at a four-
way intersection.

“With roundabouts, 
they’re safer. They help con-
trol speed and they help lim-
it the amount of accidents 
that are fatal accidents,” 
Pechukas said. “… I will 
concede that there are more 
minor accidents (such as) 
sideswipes, but that’s not a 
kind of accident that we see 
more fatalities on.” 
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The Katy Times will be closed on

July 2, 2021
in observance of Independence Day. 

The deadline for all advertising and editorial copy
in the July 8 edition is 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 1.

Have a safe and happy holiday from The Katy Times staff

Family Life Assembly of God
will host a

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
For the

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center
Sunday, June 27th | 12:30 pm – 4:30 pm

24911 Roesner Rd, Katy
For more information or to make an

appointment to donate, sign up online at
www.CommitForLife.org with sponsor code U261

A voucher for a FREE short stack of IHOP
pancakes will be given for all successful donors

Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie 
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

@BEGDbyRoxie BrownEyedGirlDesignz

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
832-419-9272
Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm
Sunday 12:30pm - 4pm

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Hand Carved Boxes
• Original Water Colors
• Wood Sculptures
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies,
 Refinishing and Custom Shutters
 

Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

from page A1
TRAFFIC

opment Corporation representative Mike Barnes. 
The company, which is based out of Dallas, intends 
to bring in a roughly 161,000 square foot warehouse 
facility to the city near the Empire West development 
which is expected to provide jobs and tax revenue, 
Barnes said.  

The agreement was initially proposed with a 
clawback clause allowing the city to recover the tax 
abatement if the company wasn’t able to meet all of 
its commitments under the plan, including facility 
improvements and job production requirements.  
However, Steve Robinson, an attorney and partner at 
the Allen Boone Humphries Robinson law firm based 
in Houston, said his client had some concessions in 
the clawback clause that it would like implemented. 

The concessions would have incorporated a pro-
rated clawback rather than a 100% clawback allowed 
under state law. Robinson and Barnes, who also 
worked on the agreement, said the request was being 
made due to the uncertain state of the economy given 
the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting economic 
uncertainty. 

Both measures were unanimously approved as ini-
tially presented, though an amendment to the Duro 
Hilex Poly agreement may be developed and brought 
before council at a later date. 

The purchase of the new Gradall machine – as rec-
ommended by Public Works Director Earnest Kelley 
– was also approved unanimously. Skipper Robinson, 
a sales representative with ASCO Equipment, said his 
company had reviewed the city’s needs with Kelley 
and had suggested that the excavator be purchased 
with the bucket attachment and three others which 
would help the city keep ditches maintained and 
debris free. While the cost for the additional attach-
ments increased the overall price, he said, it would 
save the city more than $100,000 in the long run in 
comparison with buying additional machines that 
would serve the same functions as the added at-
tachments. The overall cost of the Gradall was about 
$457,000 with all of the attachments, Robinson said.  

 The purchase will be financed via a loan that will 
be paid off in annual payments over a three-year 
term. 

Council also requested that Pruitt and city staff 
prepare and distribute a requisition for mowing 
services for the city to help Public Works keep up 
with mowing needs during the summer. According to 
Alderwoman Kim Branch, who proposed the solution, 
the idea would be for the temporary contract which 
would be expected to run July through October to 
allow Public Works to focus on street repairs which 
are needed throughout the city. 

The end of the meeting became slightly heated 
as Branch, who is married to Mayor Darrell Branch, 
accused fellow council member Lee Nelson Jones of 
defaming her on social media – a violation of the code 
of conduct approved by council some time ago. The 
complaint alleges that Nelson made false remarks on 
social media related to a May 2020 incident in which 
Jones has accused the alderwoman of swearing at a 
Brookshire PD officer during an incident. The Katy 
Times has reached out to the city for records related 
to the incident and will provide additional informa-
tion as it becomes available.
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the young girl a burner cell 
phone, told her to get a bus ticket 
to come to meet him, then swiped 
her away and forced her into 
prostitution in Mexico City. While 
the girl was later rescued from the 
situation, Tengler said, she never 
quite recovered. 

A friend had notified Tengler, 
who had then been able to use 
her contacts to help locate the 
trafficking victim.

Tengler said the girl had par-
ents that cared for her and had 
been fighting to keep the girl safe, 
but had been unsuccessful.

“These rumors (of child sex 
trafficking) are real. These parents 
had been a stable family, they’d 
been fighting to take out WiFi, 
and remove all resources,” Tengler 
said. 

But the payoff from human 
trafficking makes it worth the 
relatively low risk for the mod-

ern-day slavers, Tengler said.
According to the National 

Human Trafficking Hotline, there 
have 

There are ways for the com-
munity to help, Tengler said. She 
said the first step is for residents 
to be informed and aware of what 
is going on in the community. 
Additionally, parents should be 
informed about the dangers and 
processes associated with human 
trafficking so that they can protect 
their children from it. 

“Everyone has to have a con-
versation about this,” Tengler said. 
“It’s no longer something that we 
can scoop out, but I want to tell 
you, there’s hope. … I need you to 
start knowing what the red flags 
are of human trafficking. I need 
you to know that when something 
doesn’t look right or the hair on 
the back of your neck stands up – 
pay attention.” 
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is well-staffed with team members 
that have received training above and 
beyond what many departments can 
boast. The department has invested 
in not only having enough people but 
training them to perform at a higher 
level than the average fire department 
– from both firefighting and medical 
perspectives, he said.

“The paramedics here are au-
thorized to do a lot more advanced 
procedures than our paramedics in 
Houston,” McAteer said. 

The community outreach pro-
grams McAteer sees at the ESD are 
impressive, he said. The department’s 
efforts to reach out to the commu-
nity through its annual Safetyfest 
event, the Community Paramedi-
cine Program, smoke alarm blitzes 
– events where firefighters select a 
neighborhood and perform smoke 
alarm checks for the community – and 
HCESD 48’s social media footprint are 
all notable, McAteer said.

“The community involvement is 
just – I’ve never, never seen that in a 
fire department before,” McAteer said. 
“The community medicine, the com-
munity risk reduction – there’s close 
to two dozen different community 
involvement programs.”

McAteer said the presence in 
the community lets taxpayers in the 
district know how their tax dollars are 
being spent. They can see members 
of the department in the community 
first-hand and through social media 
as the first responders work to make a 
difference in the community. 

That doesn’t mean McAteer is go-
ing to simply rest on the department’s 
laurels though. McAteer said there is 
still a lot of work to be done in the de-
partment. The HCESD 48 service area 
contains tens of thousands of homes 
and McAteer said he expects that the 
portions of the service area that are 
now vacant will soon hold homes and 
businesses as the Katy area continues 
to grow. 

There is still a lot of vacant land 
between Fry Road and Katy City limits 
north of I-10 and businesses are cur-
rently being built near the intersec-
tion of Morton Road and The Grand 
Parkway. Apartment complexes are 
being built within the area and just 
last October, HCESD 48 was the lead 
department at a fire near Katy Asian 
Town that destroyed an apartment 
complex that was still under construc-
tion. 

The focus for McAteer continues 

to be assessing the department in the 
short term as he moves into long-term 
preparations to get the next fiscal 
year’s budget prepared. He hopes 
to standardize salaries throughout 
the department, clarify career and 
training progression for staff and 
make sure that his first responders 
have what they need to ensure that 
HCESD 48 is successful in keeping the 
community safe.

“That’s really what my job is, to 
provide whatever the firefighters and 
paramedics need,” McAteer said. 

He went on to say that he loves 
firefighters and paramedics who go 
into dangerous and unpredictable 
situations every day, hoping to make 
people’s lives better. 

“They’re just high-energy prob-
lem solvers,” McAteer said. “And they 
take pride in being there to help the 
public on their worst day ever. We 
never know what we’re rolling up 
on. It might be as simple as helping 
someone up, you know, to multiple 
shootings and trapped people and 
that’s why I’m just really proud to 
be associated with firefighters and 
paramedics who accept that part of 
the job.” 
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TRAFFICKING PREVENTION 
RESOURCES

NATIONAL:
•  National Human Trafficking Hotline
    888-373-7888
    Text: 233733

•  National Human Trafficking 
    Family Support Line
    833-274-8433

LOCAL:
•  Childproof America
   www.childproofamerica.org 

•  Elijah Rising
   www.elijahrising.org 
   832-628-3439

•  2nd Cup
   1111 E. 11th Street, Houston
   www.a2ndcup.com 
    832-962-7656

•  Demand Disruption
   www.demanddisruption.org 
   281-826-1351

•  Redeemed Ministries
   www.redeemedtx.org 
   832-447-4130



It’s so hot. So humid. And 
so hard to change the 
subject when Texans are 

worried about whether there’s 
enough electricity for their air 
conditioners.

Gov. Greg Abbott wants to talk 
about building a wall between 
Texas and Mexico — a top 
concern for the Republican voters 
whose favor he hopes to enjoy 
in next year’s GOP primary and 
general election. He’s bringing 
former President Donald Trump 
to the state this month for a visit 
to the border, a way to showcase 
the problems there and also to 
show those Republican voters 
that their most popular national 
leader is pals with their governor.

But the weather is in the 
way. More to the point: Doubts 
about the reliability of the state’s 
electric grid — there to protect 
all Texans from the weather — is 
in the way. The grid seems a little 
too wobbly in the face of early 
summer heat, after it failed in 
cold weather earlier this year. 
Having elected officials patting 
you on the head and telling you 
not to worry is less effective when 
your electric company is urging 
you to move the thermostat up to 
82 degrees.

The weather right now 
in Texas is not unusual, but 
our readiness is suspect. 
Temperatures are rising to levels 
that also raise the eyebrows of 
electric companies and their 
regulators. With air conditioners 
running almost full time, demand 
for electricity is alarmingly 
close to supply. That raises the 
prospect of brownouts, when the 
power cycles on and off in parts 
of the state to cut demand, and 
blackouts, when the power shuts 
down completely.

That’s not a happy situation in 
normal times, but after hundreds 
of Texans were killed by statewide 
blackouts during a winter storm 
in February, people are jittery 
— for perfectly understandable 
reasons. Many Texans had no 
electricity for more than half 
a week at a time when outside 

temperatures were well below 
freezing. People died, some from 
the cold and some from ill-fated 
attempts to stay warm.

The rest of us lost faith in 
the state’s electric grid — in the 
ability of the people who operate 
and regulate the electric industry 
in Texas to keep the power on 
when it’s most needed.

Summer heat is just as 
dangerous as winter cold. It’s 
the more familiar peril of the 
Texas climate — the one our 
electric grid was presumably 
built to withstand. One refrain 
in legislative debate after the 
freeze was that power plants 
and natural gas suppliers should 
fortify themselves against winter 
weather; the line that often went 
along with that was that the 
Texas grid was built for summer 
weather, but not for cold.

But here we are. It’s not 
the first time hot weather has 
taxed the grid to its limits. And 
it’s true that we hit 100-degree 
temperatures in some parts of 
the state earlier than normal this 
year. The really hot weather is 
still ahead.

Lawmakers made some big 
changes this session to address 
the problems that left the state 
vulnerable to winter weather. 
The governor signed the bills 
this month, proclaiming the grid 
fixed. “Everything that needed 
to be done was done to fix the 
power grid in Texas,” Abbott said 
last week.

But this week, everybody 
has had their eyes on ERCOT — 
the Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas — to watch a daily 
competition between the amount 
of electricity available and the 
amount of electricity demanded. 
They’re rooting for “available,” 

too aware after February of the 
scary things that can happen 
when demand wins the race and 
Texans who need power can’t 
get it.

It’s a trust thing. At the 
beginning of February, it’s safe 
to assume that most Texans had 
no idea what ERCOT is, what 
it does or why it’s important. 
And because the state’s electric 
generators couldn’t produce 
the power they were obligated 
to produce during that storm, 
forcing ERCOT to order 
blackouts, we’ve all got the 
fidgets.

What wasn’t even entering our 
minds a few months ago is now 
front and center. We’re not taking 
our electricity for granted at the 
moment. ERCOT’s forecasts for 
this summer were that heat-
related blackouts were possible. 
Now the prospect is real: The 
heat and the air conditioners and 
our memories of February are 
making it hard for the governor 
to direct our attention to his 
efforts to deal with an increase in 
migrants at the border.

He insisted Wednesday — 
emphatically and in a raised 
voice — that his call for a border 
wall isn’t driven by politics, and 
that anyone who says otherwise 
doesn’t know what they’re talking 
about.

Texans might be distracted 
by thoughts of losing the flow of 
electricity that runs our coolers 
and fans, our homes, businesses, 
hospitals and all the other things 
that help keep us alive. But 
Abbott dismissed anxiety about 
electricity, saying, “The energy 
grid in Texas is better today than 
it’s ever been.”

See? All better.
This article originally 

appeared in The Texas Tribune 
at https://www.texastribune.

org/2021/06/17/texas-greg-
abbott-ercot/. The Texas 

Tribune is a member-supported, 
nonpartisan newsroom informing 

and engaging Texans on state 
politics and policy. Learn more at 

texastribune.org.
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Abbott feels the heat

BY JASE GRAVES
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

With the easing of 
COVID-19 restric-
tions over the past 

few months, Texas weather 
has been releasing its pent-up 
energy like a post-quarantine 
exhibitionist with multiple 
personality disorder.

This winter, we had not one, 
but two snowfalls in Northeast 
Texas – a region of the country 
where a snowflake is usually 
defined as a hipster with a 
phobia of full employment and 
brash ex-presidents with spray 
tans.

One of our snow events 
amounted to almost a foot 
of white powder that forced 
our doglets to re-evaluate 
their methods for destroy-
ing my lawn. Our Maltese 
mix even threatened to file 
cruelty-to-an-animal’s-un-
dercarriage charges against us 
the first time we let her out to 
potty in the permafrost.

Then spring arrived with 
a pant-soaking vengeance. 
It rained almost daily at our 
house throughout the month 
of May and the first week of 
June, to the point that I won-
dered whether I should force 
my daughters to accessorize 
their crop tops with arm float-
ies when they made their daily 
runs to Target and Starbucks.

Seriously, though, the con-
stant rain has had some signif-
icant economic consequences. 
Despite a regional surge in 
snorkel sales, the precipitation 
and overcast skies stunted the 
growth of locally-grown crops 
like watermelons, the taste of 
which is like a sweet herald 
to summer for me. I’ve been 
known to make a nutritious 
meal of a whole watermelon 
in one sitting–seeds and all–
followed by a sleepover in the 
men’s room. I guess this year I 
might have to get my vitamins 
from one of those ridiculous 
fruit cups at Chick-fil-a, with a 
side of large waffle fries and a 
milkshake (for my veggies and 
calcium).

I’ve also taken a personal 
financial hit due to my gen-
erously supplying the nearest 

storm drain with landscap-
ing topsoil and mulch from 
Lowe’s. Because my inundated 
yard has taken on the consis-
tency of those makeup sponge 
thingies that my daughters 
leave strewn through the 
house, I’ve resorted to wearing 
tall black rubber boots for rou-
tine outdoor tasks like taking 
out the garbage or fetching my 
designer underwear orders 
from the mailbox. My daugh-
ters especially appreciate it 
when I pair the rubber boots 
with my bathrobe – just as 
their boyfriends arrive to pick 
them up.

And speaking of my daugh-
ters, the swimming pool we 
installed a few years ago to in-
crease their tolerance of shar-
ing oxygen with us became 
just plain redundant, acting as 
the neighborhood retention 
pond and often featuring water 
the color of those vegetable 
cleansing smoothies. I’ve had 
to apply so many chlorine 
shock treatments to the pool 
water that my youngest daugh-
ter and her friends recently 
received free hair highlighting 
treatments when they came to 
swim. Unfortunately, you can 
now see through their skin.

Although the rain has been 
a nuisance lately in East Texas, 
the current extended forecast 
shows conditions that promise 
to make us all feel like we’re 
wearing woolen long johns 
inside an active volcano. We’ll 
almost certainly be praying 
for rain come August – when 
our car interiors turn into air 
fryers, and the only moisture 
we get is the sweat dripping 
from our navels.

Until then, I think I’ll keep 
greeting my daughters’ boy-
friends in my rubber boots, 
bathrobe and snorkel – just 
for fun.

Everything's
wetter 

in Texas
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship
BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

FAITH & COMMUNITY
TRIBUTES

Mary Jo Dewees Elkins 
was born to Joe B. and 
Mary Crowhurst Dewees on 
October 29, 1924 in Hemp-
stead, Texas, and passed 
away at her home in Katy, 
Texas on Tuesday, June 15, 
2021 at the age of 96 years 
old. On August 9, 1942, she 
wed James Kenneth Elkins 
in Hempstead. They were 
blessed with three daugh-
ters, Marilyn, Elizabeth and 
Deborah.

She was the oldest child 
born to parents deeply 
involved with evangelism 
work and preaching the 
gospel throughout southeast 
Texas. Mary Jo was saved 
at the early age of five and 
continued to live out her life 

pursuing Jesus by serving in 
her home church teaching 
Sunday school, at youth 
camps in the pop stand and 
in revivals as an altar worker 

along with her husband, 
Kenneth. 

Mary Jo was an avid 
quilter and an incredible 
seamstress, cook and floral 
designer. She loved fishing, 
the Astros, the Frio River, 
Matagorda, and traveling 
to several countries and 
states with her husband 
and friends throughout the 
years. Mary Jo had impec-
cable handwriting and she 
wrote her children and 
grandchildren monthly 
letters for years. You might 
recognize her from her sig-
nature red hair and lipstick 
and her famous teacakes! 
Mary Jo was a member 
of the Katy Literary Club, 
Garden Club, Twentieth 

Century Club and Chris-
tian Neighbors as well as a 
long-time member of Trinity 
Faith Church, in Katy.

Her greatest earthly 
treasures are her family 
members who fondly called 
her “Mamoo”. She is sur-
vived by her three daughters 
and sons-in-law, Marilyn 
and Bill Madsen, Elizabeth 
“Liz” and Raymond Dollins, 
and Deborah and Rich 
Lamkin; eight grandchil-
dren, Polly Dollins Barker 
and her husband Tim, J.R. 
“Joey” Dollins, Harris Lam-
kin, Chris Madsen and his 
wife Kami, Heather Dollins 
Metzgar and her husband 
Jarrod, Joanna Madsen 
Edinger, Jake Lamkin and 

his wife Amanda and Ken 
Madsen; great-grandchil-
dren, Tara Barker Collins, 
Trey Barker, Cinco Dollins, 
Carmen Dollins, Braedon 
Metzgar, Bryson Metzgar, 
Dean Madsen, Grady Mad-
sen, Ace Edinger, Lulanna 
Edinger, Jordan Lamkin, 
Jack Lamkin, Emma Varela, 
and Chandler Lamkin. She 
is also survived by her sister 
Elva Dean Dewees Mathis 
and her husband Donald of 
Hempstead and her brother 
John Wesley Dewees and 
his wife Carol Faye of Joplin, 
Missouri; as well as many 
nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death by 
her husband James Ken-
neth Elkins on February 24, 

1996; her parents; and three 
brothers, Parham, Claude 
and James Dewees.

The family received 
friends from 9:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. on Monday, June 
21, 2021, at the Trinity Faith 
Church, 5900 10th Street 
in Katy, where the funeral 
services were held at 10:30 
a.m. with Rev. Tim Barker 
officiating. A graveside ser-
vice was held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Monday at Salem Cemetery, 
42607 Henson Road, Hemp-
stead, Texas 77445.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue  ~  Katy, 

Texas  77493  ~
(281) 391-2424

MARY JO DEWEES ELKINS
1924-2021

Tal Shan “Papaw" 
Martin, Sr., of Katy, Texas, 
passed away Saturday, June 
19th at home after a long 
medical battle, comforted 
by his wife.

Tal was born on October 
24th, 1954 in Ironton, Ohio. 
He is preceded in death by 
both his parents, Elmer and 
Christine Martin. Tal leaves 
behind his loving wife 
Brenda Martin; son Tal Shan 
Martin, Jr.; daughter The-
resa Ann Heneberry with 
grandchildren Xavior, Izaic, 
and Skylar; step-daughter 
Lyn Hunter Sullivan and her 
husband Aryn Lerman with 
grandchildren Hunter and 
KayLee Belle; sister Sandy 
Walter; niece Kimberly 
Clampett; and nephew Josh 
Roberts.

Tal graduated from John 
H. Reagan High school in 
the Houston Heights in 1974 
and was a proud member 
of the ROTC. Shortly after 
high school, Tal joined the 

United States Marine Corps 
and served in the Vietnam 
War as a radio operator.

This strong work ethic 
continued into Tal’s civilian 
life and in the most recent 
years he never let his illness 
keep him from a job for very 
long. Tal worked on oil rigs, 
as a tractor trailer driver, 
a truck driver delivering 
medical supplies, and lastly 
at Acme Brick. However, his 
busy work life didn’t deter 
him from enjoying every day 
to the fullest with his family 
and friends; whether it was 
sneaking into the NICU to 
peek at his grandson during 
a late-night hospital deliv-
ery, or one of the numerous 
weekends out on the lake 
cranking up classic rock 
with friends.

Tal was an avid boater 
and fisherman, and he loved 
spending time with Brenda 
at their cabin in Lake 
Somerville. He was so proud 
of their place and the two 
celebrated many holidays, 
birthdays, and anniversaries 
at their little getaway. Tal 
also had such a passion for 
Nascar and Dale Earnhardt 
that he purchased his prized 
#3 Monte Carlo from a 
friend. He loved watching 
races and enjoyed a very 
large collection of Nascar 
memorabilia.

Tal took pride in his 
community and enjoyed 
volunteer work as well. He 
participated in the Relay for 
Life every year and fund-
raised for Team KT, named 
in his honor. Other notable 

volunteer roles included 
Texas Special Olympics, 
Katy Elementary, and Girl 
Scouts; as anyone who has 
picked up those addicting 
cookies at Tal and Brenda’s 
front door can attest to.

Tal will be greatly missed 
by all who knew and loved 
him, but can take great 
comfort that he spent his 
last day doing what he 
loved best; an evening with 
friends and family, being 
entertained by his grand-
children, and getting to 
enjoy the family pets.

All services will be 
held at Schmidt Funeral 
Home,1508 East Avenue, 
Katy, Texas.

Visitation will be held 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
on Monday, June 28th, 2021. 

Brenda and Lyn ask attend-
ees to wear their favorite 
graphic t-shirt in honor of 
Tal (PG, please!)

Funeral services will be 
at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
June 29, 2021 with Pastor 
John Crowe officiating. 
Interment will follow at 
Magnolia Cemetery.

The family will receive 
guests at their home follow-
ing the burial.

Condolences may be 
expressed at www.Schmidt-
FuneralHome.net

Funeral services held 
under the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue  ~  Katy, 

Texas  77493  ~
(281) 391-2424

TAL SHAN MARTIN, SR.
1954-2021

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

Find out what all your 
friends are talking about

TheKatyTimes

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Katy 
Times!
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BY FARAH ELTOHAMY
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

A bill to recognize Juneteenth 
as a federal holiday led by Repub-
lican U.S. Sen. John Cornyn and 
Democrat U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee, of Houston, was signed into 
law by President Joe Biden last 
week.

The bill was passed in the 
Senate June 15 and the House the 
next day and signed into law by 
President Joe Biden on June 17.

Lee said the House version of 
the bill has over 160 cosponsors 
and wide bipartisan support. 
Now, that bill has “legs and life” 
following the Senate’s unanimous 
approval, she said.

“What I see here today is racial 
divide crumbling, being crushed, 
under a momentous vote,” she said 
at a June 16 press conference.

Cornyn, who was also present 
at the conference, said he looked 
forward to seeing the House pass 
the bill and send it to the presi-
dent’s desk.

Juneteenth commemorates 
June 19, 1865, the day that slavery 
officially came to an end in Amer-
ica when the last enslaved people 
in Galveston received an order 
informing them they were finally 
free — more than two years after 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
was signed.

Texas was the first state to 
recognize Juneteenth as a state 

holiday in 1980, then D.C. followed 
and 46 other states.

The bill to make Juneteenth a 
federal holiday first gained its foot-
ing last summer during the height 
of the Black Lives Matter protests 
and racial reckoning in America.

As House members debated 
the bill the evening of June 16, 
several members from both sides 
of the aisle praised both Cornyn 
and Jackson Lee for their efforts to 
push the bill through.

Jackson Lee presided over the 
House chamber for most of that 

debate.
U.S. Rep. Randy Weber, a 

Friendswood Republican, voiced 
such sentiments and delivered 
remarks supporting the bill, noting 
that he represents Galveston in his 
14th District.

"It's long overdue to be recog-
nized as a federal holiday," said 
Weber. "I've been working on it 
myself...with my friend Sheila 
Jackson Lee and John Cornyn and 
others."

The legislation was endorsed 
by major civil rights organizations 

such as the National Juneteenth 
Observance Foundation, the Lead-
ership Conference on Civil Human 
Rights and NAACP.

As the bill began to gain trac-
tion last year, a Republican senator 
from Wisconsin stood in the way of 
what would have been a unani-
mous motion.

Sen. Ron Johnson said at the 
time he was concerned about cre-
ating an additional paid holiday for 
2 million federal employees would 
come at a cost of $600 million per 
year.

But on the Tuesday the bill 
passed, Johnson issued a state-
ment saying he would no longer 
oppose another unanimous con-
sent motion this year despite still 
standing his ground on financial 
concerns.

“While it still seems strange that 
having taxpayers provide federal 
employees paid time off is now 
required to celebrate the end of 
slavery, it is clear that there is no 
appetite in Congress to further 
discuss the matter,” Johnson said 
in a statement. “Therefore, I do not 
intend to object.”

Some House Republicans 
voiced similar concerns on that 
Wednesday over the economic 
cost of a new federal holiday while 
also stating they supported the 
legislation. U.S. Rep. Chip Roy, an 
Austin Republican, one of the Tex-
as Republicans who voted against 
the bill, chided Democrats for 

bypassing the normal process for 
moving a bill through the House. 
He suggested that had the bill gone 
through the regular order, then it 
would have passed unanimously.

U.S. Rep. Ronny Jackson of 
Amarillo also voted against the bill. 
Rep. Dan Crenshaw, R-Houston, 
did not vote.

U.S. Sen. Cory Booker, D-New 
Jersey, who sponsored the bill, 
called Tuesday’s Senate passage a 
significant moment in American 
history.

“Although our nation still has 
a long way to go to reckon with 
and overcome the dark legacy of 
slavery, the passage of the June-
teenth National Independence Day 
Act represents a meaningful step 
forward in the journey of healing 
America is still reckoning with,” he 
said in a statement.

Cornyn echoed those same 
sentiments, calling the passage of 
the bill “a big step in our nation’s 
journey toward equality” in a state-
ment Tuesday.

Abby Livingston contributed to 
this report.

This article originally appeared 
in The Texas Tribune at https://

www.texastribune.org/2021/06/16/
juneteenth-congress-john-cornyn-

sheila-jackson-lee-texas/. The Texas 
Tribune is a member-supported, 
nonpartisan newsroom inform-

ing and engaging Texans on state 
politics and policy. Learn more at 

texastribune.org.

PU YING HUANG FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

The Juneteenth historic marker is located on Strand Street in Galveston. The marker commemorates 
June 19, 1865, the day that Union soldiers arrived in Galveston to inform enslaved black Texans that 
slavery had ended, two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation.

Texans led effort to make Juneteenth a federal holiday

BY GARY BORDERS
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

The Electric Reliability Council 
of Texas urged Texans to cut back 
on power usage last week when an 
unusually large number of power 
plants shut down for unexpected 
repairs as temperatures soared. ER-
COT officials announced Friday that 
Texans could resume normal levels 
of electricity use, however.

ERCOT came under fire after 
widespread outages during the win-
ter storm in mid-February, resulting 
in the CEO being forced out and 
much of the board replaced.

Saturday marked the official first 
day of summer.

Abbott appoints 
Cobos to PUC

Abbott last week ap-
pointed Lori Cobos to the 
Public Utility Commis-

sion. She fills a term scheduled to 
expire on Sept. 
1, although 
she could be 
reappointed. 
Senate confir-
mation is not 
required since 
the Legislature 
is not in ses-
sion. The PUC 
will have a full 
complement 
of commissioners for the first time 
since February.

“I am proud to appoint Lori Co-
bos to the Public Utility Commission 
of Texas, and I know that she will 
draw upon her wealth of experience 
and knowledge to faithfully serve 
the people of Texas,” Abbott said.

Cobos has served in several 
senior-level posts at the PUC and 
ERCOT, including as chief executive 
and public counsel for the Office of 
Public Utility Counsel. As a com-
missioner, she will draw a salary of 
$201,000 annually.

STAAR tests show 
drop in math results

Results from the State 
of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness, 

which measures students’ knowl-
edge of several subjects, shows a 
sharp drop in math scores, the Texas 
Standard reported last week. The 
new scores came after a school year 
unlike no other, with many students 
taking classes online at home be-
cause of the pandemic.

Only 42% of high school students 
who took the primary high school 
math test were considered to be “at 
grade level,” down from 66% last 
year. This year’s STAAR results don’t 
include all students, since some did 
not return to school in-person to 
take the exam.

Vaccine rate 
continues  

to slow
The number of Texans 

who are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 has hit 11.4 million, 
about 39% of the state’s population, 
according to Texas Department of 
State Health Services.

Across the United States, 45% of 
the population is fully vaccinated. 
Texas ranks in the lower tier of states 
in percentage of population that is 
fully vaccinated. However, the num-
ber of new COVID-19 cases in Texas 
dropped considerably from the 
previous week, with 8,414 reported 
by the Coronavirus Resource Center 
at Johns Hopkins University, along 
with 186 deaths. Hospitalizations 
dropped slightly, with 1,564 lab con-
firmed COVID-19 patients in Texas 
hospitals, according to DSHS.

Border wall 
construction plan 

unveiled
Gov. Gregg Abbott 

last week announced 
several key facets of his plan for the 
state to build a wall on its border 
with Mexico. Abbott and other state 
leaders signed a letter during a press 
conference, allowing the transfer of 
$250 million to begin construction 
and to hire a program manager and 
contractors. The program manager 
will hire contractors and subcon-
tractors needed to build the wall and 
will identify available state land, as 
well as private land whose owners 
are willing to volunteer space for the 
wall.

Meanwhile, Land Commissioner 
George P. Bush announced approxi-
mately 591,595 acres of state-owned 
land will receive emergency authori-
zation to be used to build part of the 
wall. Texas and Mexico share 1,254 
miles of common border, according 
to the Texas Department of Trans-
portation.

The governor is also seeking do-
nations for building a wall via www.
borderwall.gov. State lawmakers al-
located $1 billion for border security 
in the recently passed budget, but 
Democratic officials have pointed 
out most of that money goes to the 
Texas Department of Public Safety.

Forest service 
firefighters sent to 

aid other states
Texas A&M Forest 

Service has sent 25 fire-
fighters, including two engine crews, 
to wildfires in Colorado, Alaska, 
Arizona, New Mexico and Florida.

“Texas state resources are sup-
porting wildfire suppression efforts 
in multiple roles, including fire-
fighters, engine support, prevention 
team members, aviation operations 
and support roles,” TFS said in a 
press release. The release said TFS 
remains dedicated to protecting 
the state’s natural resources from 
wildfire while assisting other states, 
a common practice. 

Across Texas, the potential for 
wildfires remains low due to the 
copious amounts of rain this spring. 
For current conditions, visit the 
Texas Potential Outlook site: https://
tinyurl.com/3j84srd7

Gary Borders is a veteran 
award-winning Texas journalist. He 

published a number of community 
newspapers in Texas during a 30-
year span, including in Longview, 

Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and 
Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texas-

press.com.

Heat wave 
prompts call for 
conservation and 
5 other Texas issues
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Texas Governor Greg Abbott signs bills at the Texas Capitol. Abbott, however, did not sign off on funding for the Texas Legislature or its staff 
and indicated rejection of legislator pay was a direct result of a walkout staged by Democrats in protest of an elections bill near the end of 
this year’s legislative session. 

Abbott vetoes funding for 
Texas Legislature and its staff

BY CASSANDRA POLLOCK
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Gov. Greg Abbott followed 
through Friday on a threat to 
veto a section of the state bud-
get that funds the Texas Legis-
lature, its staffers and legislative 
agencies.

The governor’s move target-
ing lawmaker pay comes after 
House Democrats walked out 
in the final days of the regular 
legislative session, breaking 
quorum, to block passage of 
Senate Bill 7, Abbott’s priority 
elections bill that would have 
overhauled voting rights in 
the state. The move also killed 
bail legislation that Abbott had 
earmarked as a priority.

In a statement, Abbott said 
that “funding should not be 
provided for those who quit 
their job early, leaving their 
state with unfinished business 
and exposing taxpayers to 
higher costs for an additional 
legislative session.”

“I therefore object to and 
disapprove of these appropria-
tions,” the governor said.

House Democratic Caucus 
Chair Chris Turner of Grand 
Prairie called the move by 
Abbott an "abuse of power" and 
said the caucus "is exploring ev-
ery option, including immedi-
ate legal options, to fight back."

"Texas has a governor, not 
a dictator," Turner said in a 
statement. "The tyrannical veto 
of the legislative branch is the 
latest indication that [Abbott] is 
simply out of control."

Since Abbott issued his 
threat earlier this month, other 
lawmakers and political leaders 
have raised concerns over how 
the move could impact staffers 
and legislative agencies that 
are funded by Article X, which 
is the section of the budget he 
vetoed, such as the Legislative 
Reference Library and the Leg-
islative Budget Board.

“I’m just concerned how 
it impacts them because they 
weren’t the ones who de-
cided that we were going to 
break quorum, it wasn’t their 
decision, right?,” said House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, R-Beau-
mont, in an interview earlier 
this month.

Questions have also been 
raised about the constitutional-
ity of the move, which accord-
ing to the Legislative Reference 
Library is unprecedented.

Meanwhile, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick, who heads the Senate, 

expressed support for Abbott’s 
proposed veto, saying the move 
could force Democrats to come 
back for a special session.

The biennial budget at hand 
covers the fiscal year beginning 
Sept. 1. If lawmakers are back 
in Austin for a special session 
before then, they could pass a 
supplemental budget to restore 
that funding.

Lawmakers are paid $600 a 
month in addition to a per diem 
of $221 every day the Legisla-
ture is in session, during both 
regular and special sessions.

The Legislature is expected 
to convene for at least two spe-
cial sessions, Abbott has said in 
interviews. One, set for Septem-
ber or October, will focus on the 
redrawing of the state’s political 
maps and the doling out of $16 
billion in federal coronavirus 
relief funds. Before that, the 
governor has said he will call 
lawmakers back to work on the 
elections and bail bills, as well 
as other issues he has not yet 
announced.

This article originally 
appeared in The Texas Tribune 

at https://www.texastribune.
org/2021/06/18/greg-abbott-ve-

to-legislature-democrats/. The 
Texas Tribune is a member-sup-
ported, nonpartisan newsroom 
informing and engaging Texans 

on state politics and policy. 
Learn more at texastribune.org.

Rejection of bill 
punishment for 
Democrats’ walkout 
on elections bill

“I’m just concerned how it impacts [staffers] 
because they weren’t the ones who decided that 
we were going to break quorum; it wasn’t their 

decision, right?”
HOUSE SPEAKER DADE PHELAN, R-BEAUMONT
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BY ZACH SMITH
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Austin has always been 
a soccer city, but Christen 
Press made it official on 
Wednesday night.

The U.S. Women’s team 
forward scored the first goal 
in Q2 Stadium history in 
front of a sold-out crowd of 
20,500 fans as the four-time 
World Cup champions broke 
in the $240 million stadium 
with a 2-0 win over Nigeria.

“It was a dream playing 
here,” Press said. “It’s been 
so long since we’ve played 
in a packed stadium. We 
missed the fans so much. 
It was truly special to get 
a match on this beautiful 
pitch and play in front of all 
our fans.”

It took until stoppage 
time in the first half for Press 
to break through on an assist 
from Carli Lloyd. Lynn Wil-
liams added a second goal 
for the U.S. Women’s team 
after a fantastic through ball 
from Press in stoppage time 
in the second half.

Wednesday was the first 
time the U.S. had played in 
front of a full crowd since 
March 2020, when it was 
coming off a World Cup 
victory and preparing for the 
Olympics.

“It was electric,” Becky 
Sauerbrunn said. “It was 

U.S. blanks Nigeria in first-ever game at Q2 Stadium

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

United States midfielder Lindsey Horan (9) challenges Nigeria forward Ijeoma Esther Okoronkwo (12) during the first half of the USA’s 2-0 win over Nigeria in an international friendly match on June 16, 2021 in 
Austin, Texas.

'IT WAS ELECTRIC'

See SOCCER, page B6

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

When Mayde Creek High School Athletic 
Coordinator and Head Football Coach J Jensen 
started at Mayde Creek as head coach last year 
after working at Taylor 
High School as defen-
sive line coach for the 
seven years prior, he 
said it was “a dream 
come true.” 

Now Jensen is 
pushing his student 
athletes to make their 
dreams come true on 
the field and off as he 
moves into summer 
training. Jensen says 
he and his coaching 
team are pushing 
the young athletes in 
the weight room and 
focusing on bringing 
home a state champi-
onship trophy to put 
in the Rams’ trophy 
case. Jensen agreed to 
answer some ques-
tions regarding what 
summer training is 
looking like for the Rams and what Rams fans 
should expect as the season begins this fall.

Q: This upcoming year will be your first to 
lead the Rams’ football team as head coach. 
What were you able to do during the 2020-21 

BY R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

After a very successful 2020-21 
football season with the Katy High 
School Tigers bringing home the 
Class 6A-Division II state champion-
ship, KHS Athletic Coordinator and 

Head Football Coach Gary Joseph 
says he and his team are prepared to 
work hard and as a team to move for-
ward with a similar level of success. 

Q: Which student athletes are 
staying with the team for next year 
and what do they bring to help you 
continue the Tigers’ success? 

A: The 2021 Katy Tigers return 
24 letterman, including five starters 
on offense and six on defense. They 
bring a good work ethic, along with an 
unselfish attitude that will help them 
continue the success we have had.

Rams’ J Jensen 
pushing players 

for success over the 
summer

FILE PHOTO BY DENNIS SILVA II

J Jensen is head football coach 
and athletic coordinator for 
the Mayde Creek High School 
Rams. He started with Mayde 
Creek in March and is intent on 
preparing his student athletes for 
a championship. 

SUMMER PREP: WHAT'S NEXT FOR LOCAL TEAMS

Katy HS football summer prep 
discussion with Coach Joseph

FILE PHOTO BY RAMS REYNA

Katy players celebrate their 51-14 win over Cedar Hill at AT&T Stadium on Jan. 16. Katy won the Class 6A-Division II state championship during the 2020-21 
season. KHS Head Football Coach Gary Joseph hopes to continue with the Tigers’ winning streak when football starts up again this fall. 

See KATY, page B3See MAYDE CREEK, page B3
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SPORTS COMMENTARY

BY BILL MADDEN
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS (TNS)

NEW YORK — They’re dropping 
like flies again.

For anyone who’s been watching 
baseball games night after night and 
holding their breath every time a 
baserunner running all-out to first 
suddenly pulls up lame, or when two 
fielders converge and collide under 
a pop fly in shallow right-center, it 
should come as no surprise that trips 
to the MLB injured list — not includ-
ing COVID-19 cases — are up 30% 
from this same time in 2019.

It’s long been said that injuries 
are a part of the game but in the last 
few years they’ve been way too much 
a part of the game, to the point that 
they’ve become an epidemic, costing 
the owners millions of dollars and 
wreaking havoc on so many clubs’ 
best-laid plans for a World Series 
run. Going into the Memorial Day 
weekend, many of the game’s biggest 
stars and gate attractions — Mike 
Trout, George Springer, Luis Robert, 
Byron Buxton, Corey Seager and Pete 
Alonso — were on the injured list and 
there was hardly a team in baseball 
playing with a full-strength regular 
lineup.

But as one AL team exec sur-
veying the carnage observed the 
other day: “Thank god for the overall 
mediocrity of baseball and the fact 
that nobody’s very good this year. It’s 
saving us.”

Indeed. There is no better 
example of that than the Mets who 
went into the holiday weekend in 
first place in the NL East despite 
having 17 players on the injured list, 
including five regulars — Alonso, 
Michael Conforto, Brandon Nimmo, 
J.D. Davis and Jeff McNeil — while 
their two biggest offseason acquisi-
tions, Francisco Lindor and James 
McCann, were both hitting under the 
Mendoza Line. Similarly, the Tampa 
Bay Rays have 12 pitchers — 12! — 
on the injured list and they too were 
leading their division going into the 
weekend. And then there are the 
White Sox who have somehow been 
maintaining their lead in the AL 
Central in the absence of two of their 
best three hitters, Robert and Eloy 
Jimenez, for what will be most of the 
season.

Go figure on all of them.
Of all the injuries so far, none was 

more confounding than Cleveland 
No. 2 starter Zach Plesac putting 
himself out of commission for at least 
a month by aggressively tearing off 
his shirt in the locker room last week 
and breaking his thumb on a chair. 
But most symbolic of what is going 
on in baseball was the fact that, as of 
Friday, the biggest division lead of 
any of the six first-place teams was 
the Mets’ 2 1/2 games over the Braves 
and Joe Girardi’s Phillies. A prime 
reason for that are the half dozen 
truly awful teams — Orioles, Pirates, 
Rockies, Diamondbacks, Tigers, and 
(so far anyway) Twins — along with 
the mostly bad Angels and Rangers, 
that keep showing on the schedule 
as welcome refuge for the beaten up 
far better teams. (Example: the Mets’ 
three out of four wins against the 
hapless Rockies this week, after a 3-6 
road trip, that vaulted them into first 
place.)

On Thursday, it was particularly 
apparent the Phillies’ rash of injuries 
— in which the team was mostly 
without the services of Bryce Harper 
(forearm/shoulder), Didi Gregorius 

(elbow) and J.T. Realmuto (left hand 
bone bruise) during a 4-8 stretch 
from May 15-27 — was taking a toll 
on Girardi, who snapped at report-
ers for daring to ask why he didn’t 
let Jean Segura (with whom he’s 
been privately feuding) stay in the 
game as part of a double switch after 
pinch hitting. Was he hurt? Girardi 
wasn’t saying. Instead he said: “We’re 
going to approach this different. I’ve 
talked to people in our organization. 
A manager’s decision, that’s how 
we’re going to handle it, a manager’s 
decision, and I’m not going to share 
anything.” This was a few days after 
Girardi had lied to the media about 
Harper’s bruised left forearm, saying 
his slumping $330 million right field-
er was out of the lineup “for competi-
tive reasons.”

Most problematic with all these 
injuries is that no one in baseball has 
been able to come up with a plausi-
ble explanation for them or a remedy. 
“You hear all these theories, weight 
lifting, hitters swinging too hard and 
taking an over-abundance of reps in 
the batting cages to cause all these 
obliques,” said another exec, “but if 
you ask me the players and the times 
are just different today. Years ago, the 
Mickey Mantles, Stan Musials and 
Pete Roses played with their inju-
ries. Today, the slightest twinge and 
they’re off to get an MRI and on to 
the injured list.”

And replacements are harder and 
harder to find. Sandy Alderson has 
especially had to scramble, bringing 
in faded retreads Brandon Dru-
ry, Cameron Maybin and now the 
much-traveled lifetime .226-hitting 
Billy McKinney to fill in the deplet-
ed Mets outfield. At the same time, 
with Aaron Hicks now down for the 
season with wrist surgery, Brian 
Cashman knows he can’t possibly 
think of making it to October without 
a center fielder. But where is he going 
to get one? This is one of the biggest 
challenges he’s ever faced as Yankee 
GM, at the same time he’s back to 
a patch-work Yankee rotation after 
Corey Kluber’s latest shoulder injury.

Cashman’s only consolation, as 
the Yankees get to spend the holiday 
weekend in Motown against the 
dreck Tigers (who they nevertheless 
lost to in extra innings Friday night), 
is that for all the absence of produc-
tion at first base and the outfield, 
they have never been further out of 
first place than 2 1/2 games since 
May 11. As the man said, everybody’s 
banged up and nobody’s really that 
good this year.

Baseball in 2021, when 
everyone’s banged up 
and nobody’s very good

PHOTO BY DILIP VISHWANAT/GETTY IMAGES/TNS

Francisco Lindor #12 of the New York Mets 
celebrates after singling against the St. Louis 
Cardinals in the ninth inning at Busch Stadium on 
May 6, 2021 in St Louis, Missouri.

BY JOE GUZZARDI
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

For the first time since 
1960, no new player was add-
ed to Cooperstown Baseball 
Hall of Fame. Based on the 
voting, Barry Bonds and Roger 
Clemens, players associated 
with performance enhancing 
drugs, are stuck in place, and 
have diminishing chances of 
ever gaining admission.

But the Baseball Writers 
Association of America should 
reconsider another notorious 
player: Pete Rose.

The debate about whether 
Rose belongs in the Hall of 
Fame has been going on since 
Major League Baseball banned 
him from the game for life in 
1989. Two years later, the Hall 
of Fame passed a new rule that 
no player on the MLB lifetime 
ineligible list could appear on 
a ballot. The rule was specifi-
cally written to punish Rose.

The problem that many 
fans have is the sanctimony 
with which the two organiza-
tions treat Rose, yet willfully 
dismiss much more egregious 
cheating charges against PED 
cheats and an entire MLB 
team – the 2017 World Series 
champion Houston Astros.

Rose admitted that he 
wagered on baseball, includ-
ing the team that he managed, 
the Cincinnati Reds. When the 
ban was handed down, Rose 
accepted his fate. But Rose has 
petitioned for re-instatement 
several times, including his 
most recent effort after infor-
mation became public that 
electronic sign stealing helped 
the Astros win the World Se-
ries three years ago.

Rose’s lawyer argues that 
baseball is hypocritical to have 
what amounts to two sets of 
rules regarding cheating – 
one cast iron regulation that 
applies exclusively to Rose 

while looking the other way at 
the Astros, and according to 
indisputable evidence, PED 
abusers like Clemens, Bonds, 
Mark McGuire, Sammy Sosa, 
and Manny Ramirez, who are 
or have been on HOF ballots.

I’m not a lawyer, but I can 
read and understand English. 
Under the Federal Anabolic 
Steroid Control Acts of 1990, 
the possession, distribution 
or use of steroids without a 
valid medical prescription is a 
federal offense punishable by 
up to five years in prison and/
or a $250,000 fine.

Although unindicted, 
players suspended for using 
banned drugs appear to have 
committed federal felonies. 
By comparison, in Ohio 
where Rose placed most of 
his bets, off track gambling is 
most frequently classified as 
a misdemeanor. Again, I’m 
not a lawyer, but that’s how I 
interpret the Ohio statutes.

What the Rose case boils 
down to is that MLB and the 
HOF are willing to give the 
Astros and PED criminals a 
pass, but not one of baseball’s 
all-time greats. Then-Astros 
manager AJ Hinch received 
a one-year suspension, and 
he’s back piloting the Detroit 
Tigers. The Boston Red Sox 
rehired Alex Cora, then-As-
tros coach and identified by 
insiders as the mastermind of 
the Astros’ cheating scandal. 
Manfred didn’t strip the Astros 
of their World Series title. The 
National League’s 2011 Most 
Valuable Player, the Milwau-

kee Brewers’ Ryan Braun, 
admitted that he used PEDs, 
but he still has his award. In 
2015, the Miami Marlins Dee-
Strange Gordon, a PED user, 
won the NL batting title; he’s 
still in the record books.

In November 2018, Man-
fred added another farcical 
layer to the Rose affair when 
MLB announced that MGM 
Resorts had been officially 
designated as its “official gam-
ing partner.” Said Manfred: 
“There’s been a huge change 
in public opinion on sports 
gambling.” Manfred approves 
of the Washington Nationals 
permitting a BetMGM sports-
book at Nationals Park this 
season, but his “huge” tent, 
isn’t big enough to include 
Rose.

Meanwhile Rose, ap-
proaching 80, remains on the 
outside looking in. In addition 
to his 4,256 hits record, Rose is 
the only player in MLB history 
to play more than 500 games 
at five different positions. 
Among Rose also played in 
a record 3,562 games, and 
between 1965 and 1985 he was 
named to the NL All-Star team 
17 times.

Rose reasonably asks that 
his name be placed on the 
writers’ annual ballot or the 
Veterans Committee, which 
will convene again during win-
ter 2023. If writers reject him, 
Rose said that he can live with 
that outcome.

MLB and the HOF are petty 
and vindictive. Giving Rose 
a shot at what he deserves 
would give the two spite-
ful and bitter institutions a 
chance to demonstrate dignity 
and forgiveness.

Joe Guzzardi is a Society for 
American Baseball Research 

and Internet Baseball Writers 
Association member. Contact 

him at guzzjoe@yahoo.com

Put Pete Rose in 
Hall of Fame now!

JOE 
GUZZARDI
SPECIAL 
TO THE 
KATY TIMES



Q: As incoming freshmen 
come into the KHS football 
program, what criteria will 
you be looking at for new 
members of the team? 

A: I will be looking for 
athletes that have respect for 
the game and respect for the 
process of how to get better 
every day, as well as players 
who are not afraid of the great 
tradition of Katy High School.

Q: Katy’s football pro-
gram saw an extraordinary 
season this last school year, 
but several of your seniors 
graduated. How will you 
work to continue the mo-
mentum of the last year to 
maintain the Tigers’ success 
on the gridiron?

A: Tradition and expecta-
tions at Katy High School do 
not change, ‘When Excellence 
Becomes Tradition, Great-
ness has no Limits!’

Q: What are your hopes 
for the seniors that gradu-
ated as they move into their 
college football careers?

A: The ones fortunate 

enough to play at the next 
level, I hope they remember 
their teammates that worked 
so hard to give them the 
opportunity and how we still 
expect them to represent Katy 
ISD in a positive manner.

Katy High School’s football 
team has several teammates 
returning in the fall according 
to a roster sent to the Katy 
Times by Joseph. 

Outside linebacker Carson 
Marshall (Number 21) will 
return as a starter alongside 
quarterback Caleb Koger 
(Number 10), running back 
Isaiah Smith (Number 26), 
offensive linemen Caleb 
Webb (Number 73) and 
Dylan Erickson (Number 78). 
Defensive back Arian Parish 
(Number 6) will return as a 
starter as well with two Divi-
sion I offers under his belt as 
recruiters continue to watch 
his on-field performance. 
Defensive lineman Cayde 
Robertson (Number 97) will 
also be returning as a starter. 

Key returning players 

include Parish, Marshall and 
Koger as well as defensive 
back Hamilton McMartin 
(Number 24), defensive line-
man Malik Sylla (Number 2), 
linebacker Ty Kana (Number 
42), running back Seth Davis 
(Number 23) and wide receiv-
er Nic Anderson (Number 4). 

Joseph’s roster in-
cludes high expectations 
for newcomer to the team, 
Devin Garrison, an offensive 
lineman who will be sporting 
jersey number 74.

school year to lay a foundation 
for success this fall?

A: I was hired in March and we 
have been working in the weight 
room and on the field as much 
as possible. We were able to get 
the offense and defense installed, 
for example we would lift three 
days a week and go outside for 
football the other two days during 
the athletic periods. We start-
ed our character development 
and focused on getting better as 
teammates, students, and athletes.  
We are now in the strength and 
conditioning (SAC) phase where 
we lift for 45 minutes, run for 45 
minutes, and work 30 minutes of 
football skills Monday-Thursday. 
Competition and hard work are the 
foundations of our program. Since 
we did not do Spring Ball we will 
get an extra week of practice and 
two scrimmages before the season 
starts. We will take advantage of 
those practices!

Q: The Rams had a generally 
good year last year. What will you 
be doing to carry that momen-
tum forward as the Rams get 
ready for next year?

A: I will carry lessons learned 
from turning the Taylor High 
program into a state semifinal-
ist as (my coaching team and I) 
head to Mayde Creek High. We 
have program expectations to win 
district, make playoffs and be state 
champions. Those goals will never 
waiver and we will fight as hard 
as we can to win the daily battles. 
Those daily wins lead to big wins 
once the season starts. We preach 
mental toughness, teamwork, and 
the ability to play the next play, no 
matter what happens.

Q: As the Rams see an outflux 
of graduating seniors and an 
influx of new freshmen, which 
of last year’s juniors do you see 
moving into leadership roles on 
and off the field for Mayde Creek 
High?

A: Right now, we have about 
five players who I see quickly 
emerging as our top leaders. 
Leadership is not bound by age, 
but rather respect earned through 
sweat equity. Two of those five 
athletes I am thinking of will be 
seniors, while two will be Juniors. 
One is even a sophomore. We are 
working to develop leadership on 
the field and in the halls, among 

all of our players. One thing I took 
from Taylor is “the way you do 
anything, is the way you do every-
thing.” That means that greatness 
is the expectation at all times. Our 
older guys are doing a great job of 
holding the other players ac-
countable in the hallways and the 
fieldhouse.

Q: With the pandemic slowing 
down and the health safety of stu-
dents more assured, what does 
your summer training program 
look like to get your students 
prepared for the fall?

A: On Monday, we lift upper 
body and have our speed day. We 
run sprints, hills, starts, build ups, 
and ladders. On Tuesday, we lift 

lower body and do an agility day. 
On Wednesday, we lift upper body 
two and have an X factor day. This 
includes line hops, wall swings, 
depth jumps, bounding, and 
stimulus starts. On Thursday, we 
do lower body two and command 
change of direction drills. Our 
workout is designed to challenge 
the body and mind while devel-
oping speed, agility, flexibility, 
strength, and explosion. We want 
our athletes to be able to think 
while they are tired, so we like to 
include a verbal command and 
make them react to it. 

Q: Which players coming in 
as freshmen are you looking 
forward to seeing try out for the 
Rams football program this fall 
and what do you hope they bring 
with them?

A: We are really excited about 
all of our incoming freshman. We 
were able to get over to the junior 
high in the spring to work with 
these young men and they have 
really good football skills. They also 

were district champions in several 
events at the eight-grade district 
meet in track. They are showing up 
on a daily basis and working really 
hard. We are expecting several of 
these young men to be three-year 
varsity players. They bring great 
attitudes and they are used to win-
ning. The expectation is for these 
young men to play in big playoff 
games, play in big playoff venues, 
and leave a legacy at Mayde Creek 
High. We are excited about all of 
them, but several have stood out 
with their hard work and leader-
ship (see sidebar).
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SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

1 MONTH FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with Coupon.  

New move-ins only.  One coupon per 
customer/party.  Not valid with any
other offer.  Subject to availability.
Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

2 MONTHS FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with Coupon.  

New move-ins only.  One coupon per 
customer/party.  Not valid with any
other offer.  Subject to availability.
Restrictions apply.  Call for details.

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

FILE PHOTO BY MARK GOODMAN

Katy High School head football coach 
Gary Joseph is hopeful that the 
upcoming football season will carry on 
the success seen in 2020-21. Joseph 
said that, with 24 letterman returning, 
the team retains a great work ethic and 
an unselfish attitude that will see them 
through the 2021-22 season. 

FILE PHOTO BY COLE MCNANNA

With 2021 graduates like L’den Skinner gone, 
Mayde Creek is looking at several new prospects 

coming in as freshmen and for several of 
Skinner’s former teammates to step up as 

leaders on the field. Skinner committed to 
Estern Illinois on Dec. 6 of last year. 

RAMS TEAM ROSTER 2021-22
Wide Receiver/Defensive Back - Eric Nelson
Wide Receiver/Defensive Back - Zaylen Cormier
Linebacker - Trey Williams
Defensive back - Ansel Carter
Quarterback - Reggie McNeal Jr.
Defensive back - Anthony Aileru
Linebacker - Cole Jensen
Wide Receiver - Lydell Jennings
Wide Receiver - Niko Cervantes
Defensive End/Wide Receiver - Chaz Barley
Defensive Tackle - Riley Robertson
Defensive End - Brock Robertson
Running Back/Linebacker - Zain Hamlin
Defensive Tackle - Steven Polanco

SOURCE: Mayde Creek Athletics

from page B1
MAYDE CREEK

FILE PHOTO BY RAY BORCHERT/RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAILCOM 

Mayde Creek running back Julius Loughridge gains separation from defenders during a match with Tompkins High School’s Falcons Nov. 19 at Legacy 
Stadium. Coach J Jensen is working with the team to ensure they have the speed to break away from defenders or go on the offense as needed when 
football season fires up this fall.

FILE PHOTO BY RAMS REYNA

Katy junior linebacker Ty Kana (42) brings down Cedar Hill quarterback Kaidon Salter during the third quarter of the Tigers' 51-14 win over Cedar Hill Jan. 16. Katy won the 
Class 6A-Division II state championship that day thanks, in part, to players like Kana. Kana has made first team all district twice and is a University of Southern California 
hopeful.

from page B1
KATY
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

FIND US ON
TWITTER

@katytimessports

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an inten-
tion or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

560
WANT TO BUY

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!
CALL TODAY! 281-391-3141

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

900
BUSINESS

OPPORTUNITIES

850
HELP WANTED

850
HELP WANTED
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850
HELP WANTED

June 17
Puzzle Answers

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

Find out what all 
your friends are 

talking about

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to

KATY TIMESTheKatyTimes

WANT TO BUY 
TRAVEL TRAIL-
ER OR POP UP 
CAMPER OR RV.  
CALL FOR JOHN 
832-773-2657.

720
ROOMS FOR RENT

ONE Bedroom/
ONE Bath for 
rent in trailer.  
$675 per month.  
All Appliances/
INCLUDING CA-
BLE.  Good credit 
required.  Please 
text with name if 
interested, 832-
812-7994.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy 
landlord’s lien.

Sale to be held ONLINE AUCTION Storagetreasures.com
The facilities are at Langham Mini Storage, 18619 FM 
529 Rd, Cypress TX 77433  Bidding will open at 10:00 am
on June 17, 2021 and end at 12:00 pm on July 17, 2021. 
Property will be sold to the highest bidder for cash.
Cleanup and removal deposit will be required. Seller
reserves the right to withdraw the property at any time 
before the sale ends. Property includes contents of space 
of the following tenants: Ronald Bartlett, Tatiana Valencia, 
Johnathan Byrne, Brandy Almaraz, Robert  A. Longoria, 
Yolunda Price, Angelo Thompson, Cedric Tudmon, Chris 
Craft, Mark A. Alonzo, Yvette Allen, Adan Duarte, Irma 
Jiminez, Sanji Mulabuh.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WALLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

July 14, 2021, 9:00 A.M.
COMMISSIONERS’ COURTROOM,
WALLER COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The Waller County Commissioners’ Court will conduct a 
Public Hearing under the authority of Chapter 251.152, 
Transportation Code, to consider the establishment of 
speed limits and the installation of speed limit signs 
throughout the following subdivision:

Rolling Hills Colony – All County Maintained Roads,
Entire lengths – 30 mph

All interested persons are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Public Hearing.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WALLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

July 14, 2021, 9:00 A.M.
COMMISSIONERS’ COURTROOM,
WALLER COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The Waller County Commissioners’ Court will conduct a 
Public Hearing under the authority of Chapter 251.152, 
Transportation Code, to consider the establishment of 
Controlled Intersections and the installation of Stop Signs 
throughout the following subdivision:

Rolling Hills Colony

All interested persons are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Public Hearing.

BID NOTICE
The Waller County Road and Bridge Department will 
accept bids on surplus scrap metal. You may inspect the 
scrap metal between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 
the Waller County Road and Bridge yard, located at 775 
Business 290 East, Hempstead, Texas. 

Bids will be received by the Waller County Auditor, Alan 
Younts, until 2:00 p.m. on July 13, 2021. Office hours are 
Monday thru Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to noon. You must mail or deliver 
the bid to 836 Austin Street, Room 221, Hempstead, Texas. 
Plainly mark the sealed envelope on the outside “BID FOR 
R & B SCRAP METAL-2021”. 

Bids will be opened and awarded to the HIGHEST bidder 
on July 14, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. at Commissioners’ Court, 
Hempstead, Texas. The successful bidder must pay Waller 
County the bid amount plus tax within 15 days of award.

All material must be removed with 30 days after bid is 
awarded. Additionally, all material within the marked 
area must be taken.

Bid Form may be downloaded from the Waller County 
website at www.co.waller.tx.us or obtained from the Waller 
County Road and Bridge Department.

All inquiries regarding this bid should be directed to the 
Road and Bridge Department by calling 979-826-7670 or 
via email at roadandbridge@wallercounty.us

UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
COURT EASTERN DIVISION

OF NEW YORK
TARASMATTI NAGESSAR v. NORTHWEST
ALLIANCE MORTGAGE BANKING CORP.

Case No. 1:18-CV-06709-KAM-RER

To: Northwest Alliance Mortgage Banking Corp.
 565 Mason Rd.
 Katy, TX 77459

An [Amended] Petition for Quiet Title has been filed 
against you on 9/16/2020. You and you have 30 days to 
respond.  The [Amended] Petition sets forth that:

1. That Defendant NORTHWEST ALLIANCE
 MORTGAGE BANKING CORP. (“NAMBC”) has
 clouded Plaintiff ’s title and encumbered the property
 without any right to do so.

2. That Defendant NAMBC has recorded fraudulent
 documents against the title of Plaintiff ’s property in
 Kings County (NY) Recorder’s Office thereby
 making the Plaintiff ’s title unmarketable

Plaintiff has asked the Court for an order/judgment: 
1) quieting title against Defendant and in favor of Plaintiff
decreeing and declaring that the Property is owned and 
possessed by Plaintiff TARASMATTI NAGESSAR; and
2) Issue and order/judgment declaring that any and all
documentation recorded by Defendant NORTHWEST 
ALLIANCE MORTGAGE in Kings County Recorder’s 
Office against the Subject Property, be deemed fraudulent, 
invalid and vacated.

Respectfully submitted,
Dated:   9/5 , 2020

By: ___________________________
                Tarasmatti Nagessar

LAKE
MANAGEMENT
Company in Katy

seeking
FIELD SERVICE

TECHNICIAN.
Outside work, hands

on training, no
experience necessary.

Benefits available.
Pay depends on
previous work

experience. Apply in
person - Mon-Fri:
9am to 3pm @

4110 Katy Hockley
Cut-Off Rd, 77493.

281-391-3688

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids in duplicate will be received by Nottingham 
Country M.U.D. in the office of KGA/DeForest Design, 
LLC (L.A. License No. 2602, Texas), 24275 Katy Freeway, 
Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494 until 2:00 P.M. on July 15, 
2021 for Nottingham Country MUD – Greenbelt Park 
Trail Lighting Replacement. 

All bids will be publicly opened and read aloud for 
construction of improvements including demolition of 
existing pedestrian lights and disposal. Addition of new 
control panel, wiring, light fixtures and concrete pedestals. 
Patch and repair damage to existing turf and irrigation. 

Bidders shall submit two (2) copies of the Bid on exact 
copies of the Bid Form provided. A Conflict of Interest 
Questionnaire (Form CIQ) and Certificate of Interested 
Parties (HB Form 1295) must be returned with Bid. (Forms 
are provided with Spec Book)

Bid Documents may be examined without charge in the 
offices of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC, 24275 Katy Freeway, 
Suite 300, Katy, Texas, 77494, or may be obtained upon 
deposit of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each set.  This sum is 
non-refundable and checks should be made payable to 
KGA/DeForest Design, LLC.  Only check or money order 
will be accepted.

A Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s Bond Payable to Nottingham 
Country M.U.D. in the amount of not less than five 
percent (5%) of the bid submitted, outlined in the 
Contract Documents, must accompany the Bid.

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled for July 6, 2021, 
at 2:00 P.M. at the office of KGA/DeForest Design, LLC.

Bidders must have at least five years of confirmed experience
on comparable size projects of a similar scope in the 
Houston Area.

The successful bidder receiving contract award must 
furnish Performance, Payment, and Maintenance Bonds 
in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) each of the 
total Contract price.  Each such bond shall be executed by 
a corporate surety duly authorized to do business in the 
State of Texas.

The winning bid is decided not by low price but by this 
standard:

“The responsible person or persons that, in the Board’s 
judgment, will be most advantageous to the District and 
result in the best and most economical completion of the 
District’s proposed improvements.”    

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and 
to waive bidding informalities. 

06210272-2-BW-
Senior Applica-
tion Engineer 
( B r o o k s h i r e , 
TX) - sought by 
MAN Energy So-
lutions USA Inc. 
responsible for 
providing tech-
nical support 
and training with 
MAN turboma-
chinery core 
products. Trav-
el req (at least 
20%) to various 
unant ic ipated 
locations. Apply 
online at https://
usa.man-es.com/
careers

TexSCAN Week of 
June 20-26, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ANTIQUES
Indian Artifact Show & Old Coins, Abilene 
Convention Center, 1100 N. 6th St., Abilene, TX 
79601. Show time: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat., July 10th. 
Call 979-218-3351.

AUCTION
Guadalupe County/Sheriff’s Annual Surplus 
Auction, Sat., June 26, 10 a.m., 2605 N. Guadalupe 
St., Seguin, TX. 10%-12% B.P. View: Fri., June 
25, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and sale day 8-10 a.m. Bid live 
online or on-site. (2) Caterpillar steel wheel rollers, 
pickups, cars, TVs,  bikes, tools and much more. See 
website: www.siskauction.com, TXS#7425, John Sisk 
Auctioneers, Inc., 361-456-7771.

EVENT
Wylie – Bluegrass on Ballard, Sat. June 26. Music 1-9 
p.m.; Arts & Crafts 10 a.m.-9 p.m. (WylieTexas.gov); 
Classic Car Show 4-9 p.m. (pre-register for car 
show at DiscoverWylie.com). Event will be held in 
Historic Downtown Wylie on Ballard Avenue. More 
information at DiscoverWylie.com.

REAL ESTATE
Kerrville, TX – Grand Opening Land Sale, Sat. & 
Sun., June 26 & 27. 3 to 10 Acre Homesites. Live 
and work from home! Nicely wooded homesites, 
low cost of living, panoramic 30-mile Hill Country 
views, gated entrance w/underground electric & 
internet, situated on the Texas Wine Trail, within 10 
min. of shopping/restaurants in Kerrville “Official 
Capital of Texas Hill Country.” 866-999-6616, ext. 
41, LomaVistaRanchTX.com.

EMPLOYMENT
HOUSE MANAGER: Private ranch near Bastrop, 
Texas. Strong work ethic, good organization skills 
& flexibility required. Work schedule includes most 
weekends & some holidays. Responsibilities include 
supervision of house/kitchen, grounds & maintenance 
employees, managing house & grounds operations, 
purchasing food & operating supplies, menu & meal 
preparation, table service, clean up after meals, general 
house cleaning & doing “what it takes” to ensure the 
ranch house is always ready for family & guests. F/T: 
salary plus housing & benefits (med, dent, life, 401k, 
vac). Relocation considered. HS/equivalent educa-
tion, current driver’s license w/good driving record. 
Background check & drug testing required. Email 
resumes with work history including cooking & serving 
skills, salary requirements & references to HR@eprod.
com with HOUSE MANAGER in the subject line.

The City of Pharr is accepting applications for the 
following positions: Development Services Director, 
Public Safety Communications Director, Public 
Works Director, Public Works Assistant Director, City 
Clerk, EMT-Paramedic, EMT-Advanced, PT EMT-
Paramedic, PT EMT-Advanced. Prior to employment, 
all selected candidates must successfully pass a thor-
ough criminal background check, physical, and drug 
examination. Online application, position qualification, 
and job description are available on our website at 
www.pharr-tx.gov.

TRUCK DRIVERS
We’re Hiring Truck Drivers. Need your CDL? Attend 
our driving school! Delivering Promises and Driving 
Success – CRST – The Transportation Solution. Apply 
now at jobs.crst.com/newspaper.

Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes! 
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all 
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX. Experience 
preferred. Must have DOT physical and be willing 
to keep logs. No DUIs in the last 10 years, clean 
MVR. Quality Drive-Away. Apply online at 
www.qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com..

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
YOUR MESSAGE HERE FOR JUST $40.00 per week

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141 • debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREWINDOW CLEANING

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com

KATY ISD ATHLETICS/MAYDE CREEK HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS

Michelle Castro, a 2021 graduate of Mayde Creek High School, has 
earned a $500 scholarship from Memorial Hermann Hospital. Castro 
will use the funds to study at Baylor University in Waco this fall. 

SCHOLARSHIP

BY KATE MCGEE
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

College athletes in Texas will 
soon be able to receive compensa-
tion from outside businesses that 
want to use their name, image or 
likeness under a new law Gov. Greg 
Abbott signed Monday evening.

State Sen. Brandon Creighton, 
R-Conroe, said he sponsored the 
bill to keep Texas collegiate athletic 
programs competitive as other 
states have passed similar legisla-
tion. At least 15 states have passed 
bills lifting the ban on allowing stu-
dent athletes to be paid by outside 
parties since California was the first 
state to approve the change in 2019.

NCAA rules currently ban 
athletes from receiving any kind of 
compensation other than a schol-
arship for playing college sports. 
This law would not change that 
ban on direct payment by a college 
or university, but would allow 
college athletes to receive payment 
elsewhere.

The bill overwhelmingly passed 
the Texas House and Senate, 
though some lawmakers expressed 
concern it would negatively affect 
college sports, which multiple 
lawmakers said should “be played 
for the love of the game.” Support-
ers said college athletes deserve to 
benefit from the industry in which 
they play a major role.

“The biggest winner in this 
needs to be all of the student 

athletes,” said state Sen. José 
Menéndez, D-San Antonio, on 
the Senate floor in April. “We gain 
entertainment. Universities gain 

revenue, and they need to share in 
that because of their hard work.”

The NCAA Board of Governors 
had voted to allow players to be 

paid for their name or likeness in 
October 2019, but the Division 
I Council postponed a vote on 
specific rules in January as they 

continued discussions with the 
federal government over rules.

In recent months, federal 
lawmakers have rushed to pass a 
federal bill that would provide na-
tional guidance on the issue before 
five state bills across the country 
go into effect July 1. Currently, stu-
dents who accept money for their 
stature as college athletes could 
lose eligibility to play in the NCAA.

Texas’ law also goes into effect 
July 1 because it received two-
thirds of the vote in each chamber.

Under the legislation, college 
athletes also would be allowed to 
hire an agent to represent them. 
And it requires athletes to take a 
financial literacy workshop during 
their first and third years. Student 
athletes still would be barred 
from entering into contracts with 
particular industries, including 
alcohol, tobacco products, casino 
gambling, a firearm the student 
athlete can’t legally purchase or a 
“sexually oriented” business.

Experts say most athletes would 
not see a huge financial windfall 
from the changes, except for star 
football or basketball players.

This article originally appeared 
in The Texas Tribune at https://

www.texastribune.org/2021/06/14/
texas-college-athletes-profit-law/. 

The Texas Tribune is a member-sup-
ported, nonpartisan newsroom 
informing and engaging Texans 

on state politics and policy. Learn 
more at texastribune.org.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texas A&M Aggies quarterback Kellen Mond (11) calls out protections during an NCAA football game between Texas A&M and ULM on Saturday, Sept. 
15, 2018 in College Station, Texas. While Mond won’t benefit from the new rules because he’s already moved on to play for the Minnesota Vikings, Texas 
college athletes will now be able to make money from the use of their likenesses under Texas law. 

Bill allows college athletes to profit off name, likeness

COURTESY ROYAL ISD

Royal ISD announced last week that two of their players were selected 
for the Texas High School Coaches Association Softball Second Team 
All-State Academic Honors. Lorelei Garcia and Perry Hannah Matias 
were selected for the honor. The two student athletes continue with 
a now 4-year tradition of RHS softball players making the All-State 
Academic Team. RHS’ administration wished the two luck as they 
move on to secondary education. 

ALL-STATE  
ACADEMIC TEAM

** Senior Night and Teacher Appreciation

2021 RHS 
VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

Head Coach: Tara Schiller
Assistant Coach: Veronica Webb

Athletic Trainer: Jarryn Rosas

Athletic Director: Damion Hopkins
Principal: Tony Runnels

Superintendent: Rick Kershner
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KATY AREA 2020 FALL SPORTS

PREVIEW
A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO

Katy TimesKaty Times

KATY TIMES — SEPTEMBER 24, 2020

COMING
SOON!

2021 FALL FOOTBALL
PREVIEW SECTION
PUBLISHING 8/26!

To find out how you can advertise and 
support our local coverage,

please contact Susan Rovegno at
susan.rovegno@katytimes.com

or at 281-391-3141

so amazing. It’s been a long time since 
I haven’t been able to hear the people 
yelling five yards away. The stadium is 
beautiful and Austin definitely deliv-
ered.”

Austin FC hosts the San Jose Earth-
quakes in the first MLS game at Q2 Sta-
dium on Saturday at 8 p.m. and follows 
that up by welcoming Columbus Crew 
SC to Q2 Stadium next Sunday night.

The warmup to the rescheduled 
Olympics in Tokyo began last week 
for the U.S. Women’s National Team 
with wins over Portugal and Jamaica in 
Houston.

They will play two games against 
Mexico on July 1 and July 5 before the 
Tokyo Olympic tournament begins 
against Sweden on July 21. The U.S. will 
also face off against New Zealand and 
Australia in group play at the Olympics.

Between now the beginning of July, 
U.S. head coach Vlatko Andonovski will 
narrow the roster from its current 23 
players to the final 18 that will head to 
the Olympics.

“The confidence level going to the 
Olympic games is higher than it was 
before,” Andonovski said. “I feel very 
good about where we’re at and where 
the players are at. In terms of making 
a final decision, I feel pretty good. We 
have a good knowledge of the players.”

Despite holding nearly 70% of pos-
session in the first half, the United States 
had a tough time breaking through. 
Nigeria had a couple of chances late in 
the first half when a shot went just over 
the bar, and a free kick from just outside 
the box dribbled into the hands of U.S. 
keeper Alyssa Naeher.

Lloyd took one touch to get past a 
Nigerian defender two minutes into 
first-half stoppage time, and Press 
finished with a left-footed shot to the 
far post.

Late in the second half, with Nigeria 
pushing forward for an equalizer, Press 
chipped a perfect ball over the top to 
Williams, who ran around the Nigeria 
keeper and passed the ball into the 
back of the net.

“In terms of atmosphere and crowd, 
it was brilliant,” Andonovski said. 
“It was nice to have after 15 months 
(without full stadiums). It was a good 
reminder of how much the fans love 
soccer and how much they love the 
U.S. Women’s National Team.”

It’s hard for Press to compare the 
growth of the U.S. team since the last 
World Cup as they prepare for another 
major tournament with high expecta-
tions.

The last 15 months have not only 
seen massive changes for the U.S. Soc-
cer roster, but the world as a whole as 
the light at the end of the tunnel of the 
COVID-19 pandemic draws ever closer.

It’s put a different perspective on 
what the Olympics mean.

“We were extremely grateful to be 
able to play, and play safely and see 
fans here in Austin,” Press said. “I think 
this is a tournament where we will be 
trying to safely reunite as a global com-
munity and give the world something 
to celebrate after a hard year.”

from page B1
SOCCER

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

The United States women’s national soccer team celebrates a 2-0 win over Nigeria in an international friendly match on June 16, 2021 in Austin, Texas.
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Nigeria forward Ijeoma Esther Okoronkwo (12) heads the ball during the first half of 
the USA’s 2-0 win over Nigeria in an international friendly match on June 16, 2021 in 
Austin, Texas.
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Above, United States midfielder Kristie Mewis (22) pleads for a yellow card to be 
called against Nigeria during the first half of the USA’s 2-0 win over Nigeria in 
an international friendly match on June 16, 2021 in Austin, Texas. Left, Nigeria 
midfielder Rita Chikwelu (10) and United States midfielder Kristie Mewis (22) 
battle for possession during the first half of the USA’s 2-0 win over Nigeria in an 
international friendly match on June 16, 2021 in Austin, Texas.

United States 
forward Christen 

Press (23) 
celebrates with 

forward Carli 
Lloyd (10) after 

Press scored 
a goal in first 

half stoppage 
time during the 

USA’s 2-0 win 
over Nigeria in 

an international 
friendly match on 

June 16, 2021 in 
Austin, Texas.
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United States forward Megan Rapinoe (15) passes the ball to midfielder Kristie Mewis (22) during the first half of the USA’s 2-0 
win over Nigeria in an international friendly match on June 16, 2021 in Austin, Texas.
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