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KISD board 
modifies book 
policy, approves 
lower tax rate

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees 
made slight modifications to its 
book policy for elementary school 
students at its meeting on Monday, 
September 25th.

“The amendment is meant to 
clarify one simple clause,” said 
board president Victor Perez.  “The 
board’s intent was never to remove 
well-known cartoon-like children’s 
books just because they showed a 
drawing of a little boy’s rear end.  
The only change [to the policy] 
is to provide more specificity as 

See KISD, page A3

Katy ISD accepting name 
nominations for High 
School #10, Junior High #18
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

  
Katy Independent School 

District is now accepting 
name nominations for 
High School #10 and Junior 
High #18. Both campuses 
will open for the 2024-2025 
school year.  

High School #10 is located 
at 7800 Katy Hockley Road 
while Junior High School #18 
is located at 25747 Longen-
baugh Road.  

Individuals interested 
in submitting a name are 
asked to review the Katy ISD 
Board Policy CW(LOCAL) 
for facility naming guidelines 
and submit a completed 
nomination form which 
can be found on the Katy 
ISD website at katyisd.org/
Page/7715.

The form and all sup-
plemental materials may 
be submitted by any of the 
methods below:

By email: schoolnaming 
@katyisd.org 

By mail: Katy ISD School/
Facility Naming School & 
Community Engagement, 
P.O. Box 159, Katy, TX 77492-
0159

Delivery:   Education Sup-
port Complex (ESC) School 
& Community Engagement, 
6301 S. Stadium Lane,          
Katy, TX  77494 

  
Submissions for High 

School #10 must be received 
no later than 4 p.m. on Oc-
tober 27, 2023 while submis-
sions for Junior High #18 must 
be received no later than 4 
p.m. on November 1, 2023. 

TxDOT presentation shows new 
plan for Katy-Brookshire area

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Attendees at the September 
19th General Assembly meeting of 
the Katy Area EDC got a glimpse 
into the REAL future of transporta-
tion in the Katy-Brookshire area.

Featured speaker Catherine 
McCreight, director of Transporta-
tion Planning for the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation’s (TxDOT) 
Houston District, unveiled the 
agency’s bold new plan to improve 
the movement of people and goods 
in the I-10 corridor serving Katy 
and Brookshire.  The Regional 
Express Access Lanes (REAL) 2.0 
Brookshire-Katy Implementation 
Plan is designed to connect clus-
ters of residential and employment 
activity centers and freight centers 
identified as part of the REAL Plan 
that are located in the western 
section of the TxDOT service area 
including areas between Brook-
shire, Pattison and Katy.

According to materials provided 
at the meeting by TxDOT officials, 
REAL is more than just “express 

Katy City Council approves budget, 
tax rate and Franz Court rezoning
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

During Monday night’s city 
council meeting, the 2023-2024 

budget was unanimously ap-
proved, along with tax rates, 
following a public hearing.

The tax rate of $0.067024 on 
each $100.00 of assessed valuation 

was approved for Debt Service, 
and the tax rate of $0.362976 on 
each $100.00 of assessed valuation 

Seven Lakes grad testifies before House Judiciary 
FROM STAFF REPORTS

A local Katy ISD graduate gave Witness 
Testimony to the U.S. Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary for a hearing of the Full 
Committee on "Book Bans: Examining How 
Censorship Limits Liberty and Literature" in 
Washington, D.C., on September 12th.

Cameron Samuels, a 2022 graduate of 
Seven Lakes High School and now currently 
a college student at Brandeis University, is 
the executive director and co-founder of the 
nonprofit Students Engaged in Advancing 
Texas, known as SEAT.  Samuels prefers the 
gender-neutral pronouns “they/them.”

In testimony before the committee, Sam-
uels described their firsthand experience in 
Katy ISD, beginning in Fall 2021 when a few 
parents sought to remove Jerry Craft's New 
Kid from school libraries and cancel his au-
thor visit. “Eventually, I could no longer watch 
board members speak for me without hearing 
my concerns, so I decided to sign up to speak 
at a meeting,” Samuels testified.

“Over the following months, I continued 
standing up for my freedom to read, but my 
school district continued removing books 

from shelves at record pace. Nearly all these 
books were targeted for identity – such as 
LGBTQ+ themes, racial diversity, religion, or 
addressing gender-based violence,” Samuels 
continued. “These books represent our diver-

sity as a student body and give us an oppor-
tunity to learn beyond classroom curriculum. 
When students found themselves more repre-
sented in books being challenged than books 
left in school libraries, I gathered student 
groups to lead efforts to distribute hundreds 
of banned books to students district-wide. We 
packed school board meetings with commu-
nity members who knew we deserved better.”

“From a historical lens, censorship has 
never been on the right side of history,” said 
Samuels in their testimony. “Furthermore, 
censorship most certainly is a slippery slope. 
In Katy, they have even banned children's 
books like Wacky Wednesday by Dr. Seuss 
and No, David by David Shannon for comical 
reasons. Next door, the state of Texas has con-
verted many libraries in the Houston school 
district into discipline centers. Discipline 
centers, where bookshelves have been turned 
around to face the wall. Censorship like this 
sounds satirical, but it's our reality in Texas.”

“Censorship is undemocratic when it 
suppresses the marginalized and silences 
the vulnerable,” Samuels said.  “Libraries 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAMERON SAMUELS

Cameron Samuels, currently a student at Brandeis University, is 
a graduate of Seven Lakes High School.
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The Katy ISD school board added the singing of 
the national anthem to its meeting agenda on 
Monday, September 25th.  Performing is Micah 
Marsh, a junior at Cinco Ranch High School.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

COURTESY OF TXDOT



“Nowhere But Up” to perform  
at Central Green Park at LaCenterra  

on September 29th
Enjoy live music from “Nowhere But Up” 

on Friday, September 29th from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Central Green Park at LaCenterra.  Free ad-
mission.  The venue is located at 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd. in Katy.

Public reading of Scripture  
featured every Monday at noon  

at The Bible Seminary
Join the staff of The Bible Seminary for 

Public Reading of Scripture each Monday 
from noon to 1 p.m. in Classroom 270 on 
campus of The Bible Seminary, 2655 S. 
Mason Road, Katy. In-person attendees will 
enjoy free lunch and fellowship. A Zoom link 
is available for online attendees. RSVP at 
info@TheBibleSeminary.edu to let organiz-
ers know that you plan to attend and how 
you plan to participate.  For more informa-
tion, call 281-646-1109.

“Nature’s Ways” story time  
for children offered Tuesdays at 3 p.m. 

at John Paul Landing
Children can explore the world of nature 

Tuesdays at 3 p.m. as they read a nature 
story together and do an activity or explore 
outside.  Parents and caregivers are invited 
to participate.  Best suited for children ages 
2-5. Register at hcp4.net/events.  Classes 
held at the John Paul Landing environmental 
Education Center, 9950 Katy Hockley Road, 
Cypress.  For more information call 713-274-
3131.  

Focus on “Hocus Pocus 2” at LaCenterra 
on October 6th

The popular film “Hocus Pocus 2” will be 
shown at dusk October 6th.  Time is approxi-
mately 8 to 10 p.m.  Free admission.  Central 
Green Park at LaCenterra is located at 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd. in Katy.

Katy AARP Chapter Meeting  
October 10th

The Katy chapter of AARP will meet 
Tuesday October 10th, at Midway BBQ, 
6191 Highway Blvd in Katy. The meeting 
will start at 6:30 p.m. with a short meeting 
and announcements.  Afterwards, 
entertainment will be provided by The 
Larry Glass Band.  The group plays a variety 
of the most requested songs from country 
and pop/rock classics from the 1930s to 

1970s.  The audience can listen, dance, or 
sing along. Visitors are welcome.  Allow 
time to purchase any food before the 
meeting starts.   

St. Edith Stein Catholic Church 
celebrates Founders Day October 7-8

Fun for all ages can be found at the St. 
Edith Stein Catholic Church’s Founders Day 
Festival on October 7th and 8th.  Open noon 
to 10 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, the festivities include children’s 
activities such as inflatables and games and 
prizes, and for adults -- a silent auction, 
bingo and a country store with both vintage 
and new items.  There will also be a raffle 
drawing offering gift prizes totaling over 
$6000.00; raffle tickets are $5.00 each or five 
for $20.00.  Live music and folk dancing will 
be featured, along with great international 
foods, beer and wine, and a sweet shop.  
Admission is free. Proceeds from the festival 
benefit the St. Edith Stein building fund.  The 
church is located at 3311 N. Fry, Katy.

City of Katy hosts 22nd annual  
Senior Health and Wellness Fair  

on October 20th
The annual Senior Health and Wellness 

Fair is coming back to Katy, on October 20th.   
Attendees can meet local senior service 
providers and receive health screenings 
and valuable education, as well as purchase 
crafts, engage in interactive activities, win 

door prices and more!  The free event takes 
place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the VFW Hall, 
6202 George Bush Dr., Katy.  Prospective 
vendors who wish to purchase a booth/table 
for $25.00 (including lunch) may contact 
Amanda Di Dio at adidio@cityofkaty.com by 
October 6th.

Naomi’s Grace to hold third annual 
Naomi’s Race October 21st  

at No Label Brewery
Naomi’s Grace will host Naomi’s Run on 

October 21st, featuring a 5K run, a 5K walk 
and a 1K walk/run.  The fundraising event 
will be at No Label Brewery, 5351 1st St., 
Katy,  from 8 to 11 a.m. The nonprofit’s mis-
sion is to provide water-safety and drowning 
prevention resources and programs to the 
community.  To register, go to https://www.
naomisgracetx.org/register. For more infor-
mation, please contact info@naomisgracetx.
org.

PUCCI Café to present Paws Fest 2023 
on October 28th

Enjoy dog jumps, competitions, dog 
vendors and pet adoptions along with food 
and live music on October 28th at Pucci Café 
in LaCenterra.  The fun begins at 10 a.m. and 
lasts until 3:30 p.m. at 23501 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd, Ste N200, Katy.  Paws Fest is a free 
event which is jointly sponsored by PUCCI 
and Dock Dogs.  For more information, go to 
puccicafe.com/calendar/.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Outsourcing (abbr.)
  4. Post
  8. German city on edge
      of Black Forest
10. “__, but goodie”
11. Spiced stew
12. Passionately
13. Monetary units
15. Group of living
      organisms
16. Organic compound
      derived from ammonia
17. High honors
18. 5-year-olds’ classes
21. Swiss river
22. Old woman
23. Cash machine
24. A way to soak
25. Hair product
26. Deride
27. “The Blonde
      Bombshell”
34. Cause to become
      insane
35. Bluish greens
36. Supported with money

37. Type of equation
38. Court officials
39. Indian god
40. Rids
41. Leak slowly through
42. Units of ionizing
      radiation
43. Midway between south
      and southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Native of Slovakia
  2. Deli meat
  3. Fibrous substance in
      fungi
  4. Cutting
  5. Vedder and Van Halen
  6. Horror comic novelist
  7. Rulers of Tunis 
  9. Shaped like a circle
10. Make a pig of oneself
12. Aphorism
14. Witness
15. Single Lens Reflex
17. Freshwater North
      American fish
19. Nautical ropes

20. Leg (slang)
23. Pokes holes in
24. Moved quickly on foot
25. Fix-it shops
26. Type of bread
27. Repaired
28. Synthetic diamond
      (abbr.)

29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. German city along the
      Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martini necessities
33. Get away from
34. Village in Mali
36. Djibouti franc

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!
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MEET
SEVEN!

Seven is a 1.5 year 
old Pitbull mix who is 
super-friendly and who 
loves to play with pup-
pies.

Make Seven YOUR 
LUCKY CHARM by 
adopting today!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

COMMUNITY

The Katy Branch Library, a division of 
the Harris County Public Library System, 
has announced its events for the first half 
of October.  The library is located at 5414 
Franz Road, Katy and is open Monday 
11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Tuesday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Wednesday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thursday 10 
a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday 1-6 p.m.; Saturday 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. and closed on Sunday.

• BABY TIME 11:30 AM-12 PM  (Every 
Tues.) This is a ticketed story time for 
non-walking babies. Arrive 15 minutes 
early to receive a ticket at the front desk.

• KNOTTY & NICE 1-3 PM  (Every 
Wed.) Knit, crochet, craft, or just come 
and socialize. On Oct. 25, this program 
will take place at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church (5373 Franz Rd)

• MUSES ACROSS KATY 4:30-5:30 PM 
(Oct. 2) This fun arts and crafts program 
is designed for 7-11 year olds/2nd-5th 
grade children.

• FAMILY PLACE WORKSHOP 10 
-11:15 AM   (Oct. 4, 11) This ticketed 
program is designed to be a resource for 
parents and guardians to connect and 
play with their children, other families, 
and the greater Katy community.

• SPOOKY CRAFTS 4:30-5:30 PM (Oct. 
5)  An hour of making candy catapults, 
ghost hands, and spooky jars! Must be in 
Grades 6-12/age 12-17 to attend.

• SAHAJA YOGA MEDITATION 6:30-
7:30 PM (Oct. 5, 12, 19) This instructor-led 
session provides holistic healing and 
health benefits including stress, anxiety, 
and depression relief.

• FIESTA HISPANA 2-4 PM  (Oct. 7)  
Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month.

• BIG KID STORY TIME 4:30-5:30 PM  
(Oct. 9) This story time is for elementary-
aged children and will include fun books, 
songs, and more.

• BASIC COMPUTER CLASS 6-7 PM 
(Oct. 10) Improve your computer skills 
for free.

• GARDEN CLUB 1 PM- 2 PM  (Oct. 
12)  Presentations, plant and seed swaps, 
socializing and occasional field trips for 
all gardeners, novice or expert. 

• ANIME 4:30-5:30 PM (Oct. 12) 
Anime-related crafts, snacks, and more 
-- must be in Grades 6th-12th/age 12-17 
to attend.

• BOARD GAME NIGHT FOR ADULTS 
5-7 PM  (Oct. 17) Enjoy a come-and-
go board game night for adults. Bring 
games to share, or use those available at 
the library. Snacks will be provided.

LIBRARY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

SUSAN ROVEGNO

PUCCI will host Paws Fest at LaCenterra on Oct. 28th.



to nudity, and we have deleted the term 
‘implied nudity.’ “

The changes, which were unanimously 
approved in a 7-0 vote by board members, 
include a reversal on the ban on visual 
depictions of nudity or “implied nudity,” 
among other changes.

The change would appear to clear the 
way for some banned books – including 
the award-winning “No, David!” and 
books by Dr. Seuss -- to be returned to 
Katy ISD school libraries.  “No, David!” 
contains an illustration of a child who has 
shed his clothes.

Via consent agenda, the board unan-
imously approved the adoption of the 
2023-2024 Maintenance and Operations 
tax rate and the 2023-2024 Debt Service 
tax rate.  The rates are an M&O rate of 
72.94 cents per $100.00 valuation and a 
debt service rate of 39 cents per $100.00 
valuation, totaling $1.1194.  

At the September 18th meeting of the 
board, district CFO Chris Smith said that 
this new rate would be a reduction of 
18.5 cents, due to the actions of the state 
legislature putting money toward tax com-
pression and tax relief, and the anticipated 
voter approval of the increased homestead 
exemption.

Also approved via consent agenda 
was the authorization for the superinten-
dent to form naming committees for the 
district’s newest schools opening next year 
(see sidebar on A1).

Public comments at the beginning of 
the meeting were almost equally divided 
between agenda items and non-agenda 
items.  Of the 13 people who spoke on 
agenda items, all but one spoke on the 
book policy.  Of the 11 people who spoke 
on non-agenda items, five were students 
from Cinco Ranch High School, who 
spoke on a variety of issues including re-
cycling, the attendance policy and the cost 
of health insurance for district employees, 
among others.
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Annual Fall Vegetable &Annual Fall Vegetable &
Herb Plant SaleHerb Plant Sale

of Fort Bend County Master Gardeners
Saturday, Oct. 7, from 9 a.m. - noon

or until sold out
at the

Bud O'Shieles Community Center, 1330 Band Rd, Rosenberg

are for learning about 
oneself through the lens 
of literature. Libraries are 
not for certain people to 
challenge identities they 
disagree with, at the expense 
of the broader community. 
Censors create silence 
when they diminish our 
education, deplete our 
libraries, deprive students 
of our rights, and discredit 
educators. You may not see 
eye-to-eye with me, but as a 
student, I must tell you that 

we are facing a students' 
rights crisis in Texas and 
nationwide. It should not 
have been my responsibility 
as a 17-year-old to defend 
my rights and challenge 

bigotry. Protecting children 
requires empowering us 
students, not allowing one 
or two parents to dictate 
the policies of an entire 
community.”

from page A1
TESTIFY

lanes” or “high occupan-
cy vehicle” lanes; it is an 
improved and scalable mo-
bility concept that starts in a 
neighborhood and provides 
users with a multimodal in-
terconnected transportation 
system to get them to their 
destinations more safely and 
more reliably.

There are two compo-
nents of the REAL system 
-- a “People System” and a 
“Goods System.” Each “sys-
tem” has two components 
-- multimodal hubs and a 
network of REAL lanes and 
connections. The “People 
System” of mobility hubs and 
passenger network and the 
“Goods System” of freight 
centers and freight networks 
will overlap, said McCreight.

The “People System” will 
have three types of mobility 
hubs:

• Primary, which con-
nects regional trips, plays an 
important role in the net-

work and is directly served 
by express lanes, express 
bus, fixed guideway, and lo-
cal transit.  It is designed to 
foster additional surround-
ing development.

• Secondary, which is 
served by local transit and 
may be served by express 
lanes, express bus, fixed 
guideway transit, connect-
ing to local and regional 
system

• Local, which is served by 
micro transit, bike/pedestri-
an modes and may be served 
by local transit, enabling 
Intra-neighborhood trips 
and connecting the neigh-
borhood to regional system

The Freight Network prior-
itizes freight traffic into “tiers” 
of high, medium and low 
demand. It allows for more 
reliable freight movement 
throughout the system and 
potentially provides direct 
ramp connections into the 
more intense Freight Centers, 

facilitating more efficient 
regional movement of freight.

• Primary and secondary 
“freight villages” will offer 
direct ramp connections, 
enhanced truck parking 
areas, roadway geometry 
improvements and alterna-
tive fuel availability 

• Unified Distribution 
Systems will have unified 
delivery policies, parcel 
lockers, smart loading 
zones, and alternative deliv-
ery vehicles 

McCreight said that 
TxDOT had finished its 
data collection process and 
analysis of existing condi-
tions and was now in the 
“scenario development and 
evaluation” phase of the 
project, which will result in 
a recommended concept.  
Meetings with stakeholders 
are planned to take place 
during this time.  The im-
plementation of the plan is 
scheduled for fall 2024.

from page A1
TXDOT

to fund Maintenance and 
Operations expenditures 
was also approved.

In response to a previous 
request submitted by coun-
cil members Janet Corte and 
Gina Hicks, a representa-
tive from LJA Engineering 
provided an update on the 
renovations to Town Square.  
He assured council mem-
bers that most of the work 
would be completed in time 
for the Rice Harvest Festival 
in October.  Work on the 
square includes:

• Underground utilities, 
including electrical and 
water

• Structures and founda-
tions:  three shade structures 
have been erected along 
with a series of rectangular 
concrete seat walls

• Structures around the 
water tower are still in prog-
ress and the mural panels 
are still being worked on by 
the artist.  A November 16th 
unveiling of the murals is 
planned.

• Electrical building

• Hard scaping and 
paving including installation 
of restored clay pavers and 
commemorative bricks

• Landscape, 
irrigation and lighting:  the 
existing drought has result-
ed in the delay in installing 
landscaping.  Live oak and 
cedar elm trees will be 
planted in time for the Rice 
Harvest Festival.  Mulch will 
be placed in areas not yet 
landscaped.  In place of the 
main lawn, some temporary 
flooring will be installed for 
placement of the stage.

Council members also 
voted unanimously for re-
zoning of Franz Court from 
a C-1 commercial district to 
an R-1 residential district.  
A city spokesperson said 
that the goal of the rezoning 
was the containment of  the 
commercial development 
to the frontages of Avenue D 
and Franz Road and to have 
only residential properties 
accessing Franz Court.  The 
issue provoked passionate 
public comment, includ-

ing feedback from some of 
Katy’s legacy families and 
long-time residents support-
ing the measure, and from 
Dr. Michael Lindsay, senior 
pastor of Today’s Living 
Word Church, who opposed 
the measure. Dr. Lindsay, 
who also oversees OnTime 
Home Care Solutions, said 
that he spent over $1.2 mil-
lion acquiring the property 
at 6002 Franz Court about a 
month ago, and that he had 
no idea that a change from 
the current C-1 zoning was 
forthcoming.  He is seeking 
to open a licensed foster 
care facility at the location, 
he said.

Mayor Dusty Thiele 
also recognized October 
as Domestic Violence 
Awareness month and 
presented a proclamation 
to Deysi Crespo and 
staff members from Katy 
Christian Ministries.

The next city council 
meeting is scheduled for Oc-
tober 9th at 6:30 at City Hall, 
901 Avenue C in Katy.

from page A1
COUNCIL

KATY ISD BOOK POLICY

FUTURE MEETINGS  
OF THE BOARD INCLUDE:

• Special board meeting -- strategic 
planning on October 5th

• Special board meeting – team 
building on October 16th

• Board work study meeting on October 
23rd

• Regular board meeting on October 
30th

from page A1
KISD

KISD Community Education courses open for registration
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Registration is now open for 
Fall 2023 Community Education 
courses through Katy ISD.

The Katy ISD Community Ed-
ucation Program is conducted for 
the benefit and enjoyment of com-
munity patrons. Classes are held at 
District campuses and are offered 
for non-credit. Payment for classes 
must be received before students 
can attend classes. Children are 
not allowed in class. Students will 
be notified of time or date changes, 
as well as class cancellations or 
schedule changes.

For the past 33 years, the Katy 
ISD Community Education Pro-
gram has grown to include almost 
2,000 participants per semester. Its 
purpose is to provide the general 
public with learning opportunities 
that include self-improvement, en-
richment, recreation and academic 
courses. 

Classes are offered in:

• Art
• Dance
• Music
• Culinary
• Health & Wellness
• Home & Garden
• Business

• Finance
• Retirement & Long-term 

planning
• Computer skills
• Spanish
• Personal safety
Online registration is offered 

through Katy ISD Pay N' Go. Classes 
are limited to ages 18 and up. 

Refund Policy 
The Katy ISD Community Ed-

ucation Program is funded solely 
by tuition. Once a class has formed 
or is in progress, expenses for the 
teacher and materials are set. 
Therefore, the following proce-

dures must be followed:
• For classes canceled because 

of lack of enrollment, 100% of the 
tuition will be refunded.

• For students who withdraw 
from a class after registration and 
before the second class meeting, 
75% of the tuition will be refunded.

• No refund will be given after 
the second class meeting (whether 
the student has attended or not).

A refund request can be made 
by contacting the Katy ISD Com-
munity Education Office at (281) 
396-6365. Credit card refunds can 
be processed within three working 
days of the request.

Canceled Classes 
If Katy ISD cancels regular 

school classes due to inclement 
weather or other reasons, Commu-
nity Education classes are can-
celed as well. Every effort will be 
made to contact the student if class 
is canceled. Therefore, an accurate 
phone number and email address 
on file with the district. To update 
your information, please contact 
the Katy ISD Community Educa-
tion Office.

For more information, contact 
CommunityEd@katyisd.org or call 
(281) 396-6365 with any ques-
tions. 

The complete text of Samuels’ testimony may be found 
at https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/

doc/2023-09-12_-_testimony_-_samuels.pdf?fbclid=
IwAR0OFYfqGKl18wnjYmgxe7ewPE28sqIfxKP9H3w9D6

Bb0-91GlCkLGxs55o
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Dewberry Farms Fall Festival has it all 
from now until November 12th

At Dewberry Farms the entire family 
can enjoy a day filled with fun, pumpkins, 
great food, and over 40 rides and attractions. 
Their Fall Festival offers a pumpkin patch to 
explore, the chance to paint pumpkins, and 
to follow a trail of glowing Jack-o-Lanterns 
inside "Pumpkin Hollar."  Take photos by 
the life-sized Pumpkin House or spin out on 
the new Jumping' Jacks ride. Meet friendly 
barnyard animals or get lost in the eight-acre 
Houston Astros-themed corn maze.  Stay 
late for the evening hours spooky event, 
BOOriffic Nights (no extra ticket needed).  
Tickets from $31.95 and up. For hours and 
more information, go to dewberryfarm.com/
fall-festival.  Visit Dewberry Farms at 7705 
FM 362, Brookshire.

Blessington Farms’ Pumpkin Patch 
open now through November 19th
Join Blessington Farms in Simonton 

this fall for their annual Pumpkin Patch 
from September 23rd through November 
19th. The Pumpkin Patch is included in the 
general admission to the farm and pump-

kins are sold per pound. The Pumpkin 
Patch contains several unique varieties of 
pumpkins along with more than 25 photo 
opportunities. The Sunflower Field is also 
available during the Pumpkin Patch.  Tickets 
from $21.00 up with additional options for 
bird feeding and camel feeding.  No pets or 
alcohol permitted, and smoking/vaping are 
prohibited.  NO admittance an hour before 
closing.  Please check the Farms’ website at 
blessingtonfarms.com before heading out.  
Blessington Farms is located at 510 Chisolm 
Trail in Simonton.

ROSE Therapeutic Farm & Goat Yoga 
reopens September 30th with Fall 

Celebration 2023
Snuggle with goats and enjoy family time 

on the farm at ROSE Therapeutic Farm’s  
Annual Fall Celebration this Saturday, 
September 30th from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Enjoy goat yoga and mimosas, momma goat 
snuggles and “Chicken Poop Bingo” which 
starts at 12:30 p.m.  A tap truck offering 
beer and wine will be there, along with BBQ 
and lemonade.  Meet  Equine Therapist 
Lauren Curtis.  Enjoy lots of treats to feed 

the animals; fun crafts for kids and adults 
will also be available.  The farm is at 1324 
Peach Ridge Rd , Brookshire. For more 
information, go to goatyogakaty.com/grand-
opening.

St. Peters UMC presents its Fall Festival 
on October 14th and Pick-A-Dilly 

Market on October 21st
Hosted by the St. Peter’s ECDC, the 

church’s Fall Festival will be held on Octo-
ber 14th from 3 to 6 p.m. at the campus at 
20775 Kingsland Drive, Katy.  Attractions 
include balloon artists, bounce houses, face 
painting, a petting zoo, a bake sale, games 
and more.  The popular Pick-A-Dilly Market, 
to be held on October 21st from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., will feature nearly 100 vendors.  New 
at the market this year is an indoor eating 
area, musical entertainment and games and 
raffles in the Pumpkin Patch.  Proceeds from 
the market benefit St. Peter’s missions min-
istry.  For more information go to stpkaty.
org/piccadilly.

Cross Creek Ranch offers “Trail of 
Treats” on October 21st

Visitors can get a taste of the Cross Creek 
West lifestyle during a Western-themed Trail 
of Treats, 3 to 6 p.m. Saturday, October 21st. 
The event features a food truck, inflatables, 
photo opportunities and more. Builders will 
hand out candy and other treats to children 
visiting the models.  Cross Creek West is 
located on FM 359 and Cross Creek West 
Boulevard in the City of Fulshear’s extra-ter-

ritorial jurisdiction. Award-winning Cross 
Creek Ranch is located west of the Grand 
Parkway off FM 1093 in Fulshear. For more 
information about Cross Creek West, visit 
www.crosscreekwesttx.com.  For more infor-
mation about Cross Creek Ranch, visit www.
crosscreektexas.com.

Miller Career Center hosts  
“Monster Mash” on October 25th
The Miller Career & Technology Cen-

ter will be offering opportunities to “trick 
or treat” and to receive free candy at its 
“Monster Mash” event on October 25th from 
5 to 7 p.m. Free admission; children must 
be accompanied by an adult.  Enter through 
the east doors of the facility located at 1734 
Katyland Drive, Katy.  Free parking available 
at Rhodes Stadium.

Howl O Ween returns to Katy Dog Park 
on October 28th

A project of the City of Katy Parks Depart-
ment, Howl O Ween returns to Katy’s city 
dog park at 5414 Franz on October 28th from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., benefitting local animal 
shelters in Katy. There will be vendors, raf-
fles, a costume contest and more. Entry into 
the event is a donation of pet food OR a cash 
donation for the local shelters. The costume 
contests will start at 11:00 a.m. There will 
be three categories to compete in this year: 
best group costume (dog(s)+owner or 2+ 
dogs); funniest costume and most creative 
costume.  For more information, go to face-
book.com/katyparksandrec. 

Katy area fall events feature pumpkin patches, 
pumpkin smashing — and a few monsters too

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Fall is finally here and with its 
arrival, there are a variety of ways 
to celebrate in the Katy area.

First Christian Church holds 
11th annual Pumpkin Patch Sep-
tember 25-October 31

Families – including the 
four-footed members – are wel-
come at First Christian Church’s 
annual Pumpkin Patch, now in its 
11th year.  The Patch is open daily 
through October 31st, from 12 
p.m. until dark on Monday-Fri-
day and from 10 a.m. until dark 
on Saturday and Sunday.  Free 
admission.  The church is located 
at 22101 Morton Road in Katy.  

For more information, go to 
fcckaty.org.  In addition to the 
pumpkin patch, the church has 
scheduled other festivities during 
October:

• Outdoor Movie Night, 7:30 
p.m. on October 21st, featuring 
Disney’s “Coco.”  An indoor 
sensory alternative will also be 
available.

• “Pup or Treat” and the Bless-
ing of the Pets on October 22nd 
from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.  Rescues 
and retailers will be on-site.

• Pumpkin smashing on 
October 28th from 4 to 6 p.m. 
and on October 29th from 2 to 4 
p.m. Two pumpkins for $5.00; five 
pumpkins for $10.00. 
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By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Harris County Commission-

er for Precinct 3 Steve Radack 

will not be seeking reelection in 

2020, he 

confirmed 

by phone 

on Friday. 

Radack said 

he would 

be leaving 

the position 

after more 

than 30 

years to try 

to get voters 

more energized and informed 

about issues facing the county.

“I plan on being involved 

in public service. For 46 of the 

last 50 years I’ve been involved 

in public service. Frankly, I’m 

going to be working hard to try to 

inform the voters of how critical a 

situation we have with the [Harris 

County] Commissioners Court.”

School districts such as Katy 

ISD need the commissioners 

court to create infrastructure that 

will lead to their success such as 

roads and solid law enforcement, 

Radack said. He also expressed 

concern regarding County Judge 

Lina Hidalgo and the rest of the 

commissioners court pulling 

about $4.8 million combined 

from Precinct 3 and Harris Coun-

ty Commissioner Jack Cagle’s 

Precinct 4 and giving those funds 

to Precincts 1 and 2 in August of 

this year for mobility projects. 

Radack and Cagle teamed up 

in October to block a quorum 

in the commissioners court and 

force a tax rate decrease, ac-

cording to county records. State 

law requires that at least four 

commissioners be present when 

a tax increase is being discussed. 

Radack and Cagle both missed 

the meeting in order to allow the 

law to push forward a tax rate 

decrease for the county. 

“[The other commissioners] 

tried to raise taxes as high as they 

could without requiring a vote 

by the people,” Radack said. “I 

saw people really concerned by 

the tax increase. We go into the 

year 2020 with Cagle and I doing 

Radack  
leaving 
county 
position

STEVE  
RADACK

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Katy Area Retired Educators hosted Morton Ranch 

High School’s JaZZ’d show choir in their Dec. 11 

monthly meeting. The education retirees group is 

also moving forward with a book drive program and 

collecting money to distribute to Katy ISD seniors 

through its scholarship program.

“When I retired from Katy ISD, I wanted to still stay 

in touch with the students,” said KARE’s community 

service chair Jamie Wolman. “I was a mentor in the 

Keys mentor program for Katy ISD at the elementary 

level. Today, I had the pleasure of seeing one of the 

students I mentored, at the KARE meeting, as she sang 

in the Morton Ranch High School JaZZ’d Choir.”

The choir performed a variety of acapella holiday 

classics in different styles including “Baby it’s Cold 

Outside.” The choir was directed by David VanWyk.

KARE pushes for books and scholarships

COURTESY KARE

The JaZZ’d show choir from Morton Ranch High School provided entertainment at the Dec. 11 Katy Area Retired 

Educators monthly meeting. Retired teachers were excited to see former students singing in the choir and enjoyed a 

medley of Christmas classics.

See KARE, page A5

UPGRADES
Katy ISD appoints 2 principals and approves bus initiatives

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

The Katy ISD Board of Trustees 

passed two measures related to bus-

ing services at its Dec. 16 meeting. 

The board also appointed principals 

to head Fielder Elementary at 2100 

Greenway Village Drive, Katy and 

elementary #43 at 6631 Greenwood 

Orchard Drive, Katy.

 
A matter of principals

“It is an honor to be a principal in 

Katy ISD. It is an even bigger privi-

lege to have the opportunity to open 

a brand-new school. I look forward 

to connecting with the families in 

the elementary #43 community,” 

Euberta Lucas said. 

Lucas was appointed by unan-

imous vote to run elementary #43 

while Marc Kampwerth was ap-

pointed to head Fielder Elementary 

school. 

Lucas is leaving her job as princi-

pal of Creech elementary, a position 

she has held since 2010 according to 

a district press release. She has more 

than 20 years of experience as an 

educator, including a stint at Round 

Rock ISD as a fifth-grade teacher 

and time at Mayde Creek Ele-

mentary school in Katy ISD 

as a technology facilita-

tor and principal. 

“I will do my 

part to work 

hard and diligently as a team with 

parents, staff and students to create 

and nurture a learning atmosphere 

that exudes warmth, compassion 

and a growth mindset,” Lucas said.

Elementary #43 is the district’s 

newest campus. 

Kampwerth has nearly 20 years 

in the education field, according 

to the press release. He began his 

career teaching math, science and 

social studies in Cy-Fair and Lamar 

Consolidated ISDs. He later moved 

into administration and became 

assistant principal at Morton Ranch 

Elementary within Katy ISD. 

Kampwerth attended Southern 

Illinois University and received his 

bachelor’s degree in Elementary 

Education, according to the press 

release. He later went on to pursue a 

Master of Education in Educational 

Leadership from the University of 

Houston, Clear Lake. 

I will miss Morton Ranch Ele-

mentary, as we have built a wonder-

ful learning community,” Kampw-

erth said. “I am excited to start this 

new chapter in my career as a Fielder 

Falcon.” 

Rolling with initiatives

Bus initiatives included an agree-

ment with Safety Vision Mobile Vid-

eo Surveillance Solutions to equip 

every bus in the Katy ISD fleet with 

eight cameras, allowing the district 

to better monitor activities on and 

around buses. The bus has 330 regu-

lar education buses, 241 special edu-

cation buses and will be purchasing 

100 buses. The camera systems and 

new buses will be paid for using 2017 

EUBERTA  
LUCAS

MARC  

KAMPWERTH

See UPGRAD
ES, page A5
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

KEVIN DRURY

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kdrury@enerconnex.com  
Local, Live and Professional

Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

COMMUNITY & FAITH
TRIBUTES

Jo Marie Hestilow, a 
cherished member of the 
Katy community, passed 
away on September 17, 
2023, at the age of 91. She 
was born on September 8, 
1932, in Katy, Texas, to her 
loving parents Maryland 
and Margaret Hestilow. 
Jo Marie's life was deeply 
rooted in Katy, where she 
made lasting contributions 
to both her church and her 
community.

Born in her grandpar-
ents' home near the Humble 
Oil recycling plant, Jo Ma-
rie's journey with First Bap-
tist Church began when she 
was just a month old. Miss 
Alta Peck came to visit and 
enrolled her in the "cradle 
roll" department, marking 
the beginning of a lifelong 
commitment to her faith. 

As a child, Jo Marie 
cherished the simple joys 
of life, including visits to 
her grandmother's house, 
playing with paper dolls, 
and savoring homemade 
ice cream - a specialty of the 
Longenbaugh. Family eve-
nings often revolved around 
board games, with "Polly-
anna" being a particular 
favorite. She and her grand-
dad even crafted their own 
ropes for swings and jump 
ropes, using his rope-making 
machine. She fondly recalled 
the days of 5-cent popsicles 
and neighborhood bike 
rides.

Every Sunday, she contin-

ued a tradition she shared 
with her grandfather by 
providing rides to friends in 
need to attend First Baptist 
Church. Her commitment to 
her faith led her to become 
an active member of the Joy 
Sunday School Class, where 
JOY stood for "Jesus first, 
others second, and you last."

In 2010, Jo Marie's selfless 
spirit shone brightly when 
she was nominated by her 
friends for the City of Katy's 
Senior Citizen of the Year 
award. Her passion for serv-
ing others extended beyond 
the church walls.

 Jo Marie earned her 
bachelor's and master's 
degrees from Sam Houston 
State University. Her teach-
ing career began in 1960, 
extending 30 years dedicated 
to teaching fourth and fifth 
graders.

After retiring from teach-

JO MARIE HESTILOW
1932-2023

ing in 1990, Jo Marie contin-
ued her commitment to the 
community by working at the 
City of Katy's social services 
building in 1992, where she 
handled office work and drove 
the city van. Throughout her 
retirement, she remained 
active, despite physical 
limitations resulting from her 
diagnosis of Parkinson's dis-
ease. She expressed her love 
for being around people and 
engaging in various activities.

Jo Marie Hestilow is 
survived by her sister, Norma 
Jean Mahler; her niece, Kerri 
McCain and her husband 
Gene; her cousins, Mark 
Longenbaugh and his wife 
Leslie, Iris Hymel and her 
husband Bruce and Grace 
Lindsey; as well as other family 
members and many friends 
who will forever cherish her 
memory.

The family received friends 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on 
Friday, September 22, 2023 at 
the Schmidt Funeral Home 
Grand Parkway Chapel, in 
Katy, where funeral services 
were held at 3:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 23, 
2023 with Mr. Randy Jones 
officiating. 

To express condolences, 
please visit www.SchmidtFu-
neralHome.net

Funeral services held under 
the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway South  

~  Katy, Texas  77494  ~   
(281) 391-2424

In Loving Memory of 
Ronald Eugene Rivers

Ronald Eugene 
Rivers, a devoted hus-
band, loving father, and 
distinguished engineer, 
passed away peacefully 
on September 15, 2023, 
in Katy, Texas, sur-
rounded by his cher-
ished family and friends.

Ronald “Ronnie” 
Rivers was born on 
August 10, 1938, in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 
where he lived with his 
mother, Delma Rivers, 
his father, Eugene Riv-
ers, his brother Warren 
Rivers and sister, Beth 
Rivers until he graduated 
high school at Ponca City 
Senior High School.

He proudly served 
his country as an Army 
Ranger, before he 
pursued higher education 
and earned a master's 
degree in petroleum and 
chemical engineering 
from Oklahoma State 
University. Ronald held 
his alma mater in high 
regard, and he remained 
a proud and enthusiastic 
alumni throughout his 
life.

His career as an en-
gineer took him and his 

family on a remarkable 
journey that spanned the 
globe. Ronald's work with 
Amoco and Exxon led 
him to various corners of 
the world, including West 
Texas, Chicago, Cairo, 
Egypt, Tripoli, Libya, 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
various countries in Africa 
eventually settling in Katy, 
Texas in 1987.

Ron’s death follows 
the passing of his beloved 
wife, Alice Eve Thompson 
Rivers, on September 22, 
2017, and his cherished 
granddaughter, Kacy 
Elizabeth Rivers, on July 

9, 2022.
He is survived by 

his son, William “Bill” 
Eugene Rivers, and 
William's wife, Katy 
Rivers, along with their 
son, William Cole Rivers. 

Ron's daughter, 
Caroline Elizabeth 
Rivers San Andres, and 
her husband, Alexander 
San Andres, along with 
their children, Scarlett 
Eve San Andres and 
August San Andres, also 
carry on his legacy. 

Additionally, he 
leaves behind his sister, 
Elan Ri Shakti (Beth 

Rivers).
Ron will be remem-

bered not only as a 
dedicated professional 
but also as a devoted 
husband, loving father, 
cherished friend, a lover 
of baseball and OSU and 
as a passionate animal 
lover. 

He was laid to rest next 
to his beloved wife, Alice, 
on Friday, September 
22, 2023 at Oakwood 
Cemetary in Hickory, 
North Carolina. 

Ronald Rivers' legacy 
lives on in the hearts of 
those he touched.  May he 
rest in eternal peace.

RONALD EUGENE RIVERS
1938-2023

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

Find out what all 
your friends are 

talking about

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to

KATY TIMESTheKatyTimes
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 449 will hold a public hearing on a
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2023 on Thursday, October 12, 2023 at 8:00 a.m., at Allen 
Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2600, Houston, TX 77027. 
Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the 
tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: J. Beavers, M. Willett, H. Tolleson & C. Gabriel

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: T. Crist

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $      1.16 /$100  $       1 .03 /$100
      Adopted            Proposed
 
Difference in rates per $100 of value  -$0.130 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -11.2069%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $300,697  $337,965

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) $          0   $          0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $300,697  $337,965

Tax on average residence homestead $3,488.09   $3,481.04

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  ($7.05)
  and percentage of increase (+/-)  -0.2021%
 

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more 
than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election 
be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-
approval tax rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 287 will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2023 on Monday, October 16, 2023 at 12:00 noon, at Allen Boone 
Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2400, Houston, TX 77027. Your 
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax 
rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about 
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: F. Sheehy, C. Pacioni, A. Juarez, A. Secor & D. Fontaine

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $      1.000  /$100  $    0.940  /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  -$0.060 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -6.0000%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $253,771  $279,273

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) $           0   $           0      

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $253,771  $279,273

Tax on average residence homestead $2,537.71  $2,625.17

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $87.46
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  3.4464%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more 
than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and 
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

BY SHERREL ROGERS
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

On September 16th, more than 16 volun-
teers came together to help out Brookshire 
residents with minor yard work, tree trim-
ming, maintenance lawn work, and disposal 
of items no longer used by the residents.

On September 23rd several organizations 
known as the Community Service Crew, along 
with Mayor Darrell Branch and also Mayor 
Pro Tem Jeremiah Hill, came together to do 
outside house work for two of local Brook-
shire residents.  The Service Crew worked on 
removing boards right below the base of roof 
all around one of the resident’s home. While 
one crew removed all the boards, the second 
crew were measuring the length of the footage 
for the board to be replaced. The third crew 
was receiving the proper measurements of the 
boards which had to be cut, assembled and 
nailed back onto the resident’s home.  Trees 
were trimmed in the second resident’s yard 
front and back. 

Organizations that were in attendance 

included the City of Brookshire, Greater Mt. 
Zion, Word of Promise, All Thread Tires Katy, 
and other community members. 

Local volunteers tackle
community projects

BROOKSHIRE

PHOTOS BY SHERREL ROGERS

Butterfinger, Kroger head 
to Houston on gaming tour
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

 
Calling all gamers! As part of Butter-

finger and Kroger’s gaming partnership, 
gamers can get a crispety, crunchety 
look at how they can Game Better 
with Butterfinger through a multi-city 
national tour. Game lovers nationwide 
who pull up to select Kroger supermar-
kets will have a chance to interact with 
popular video games including Monster 
Supercross and Hot Wheels. Attendees 
will also receive branded Butterfinger 
gaming merchandise and peanut-but-
tery chocolate bars to accompany them 
while they game.  

Additionally, Kroger members 
who participate in the Points Rewards 
Plus program, will receive automated 
rewards points. By creating an account, 

participants can redeem Rewards Points 
for gamer-favorite Rewards* such as 
digital video games, Xbox gift cards, 
PlayStation gift cards, Nintendo gift 
cards and more downloadable content. 

The free program is available at select 
Kroger grocery stores in the Houston 
area including these in the Katy area: 

• Wednesday, October 4th (4pm – 
7pm): 1712 Spring Green Blvd, Katy, TX 
77494 

• Thursday, October 5th (4pm – 
7pm): 2700 West Grand Parkway N, 
Katy, TX 77449 

• Friday, October 6th (10am – 1pm): 
9703 Barker Cypress Rd, Cypress, TX 
77433 

For more information on the points 
rewards plus, please visit kroger.com/f/
gaming. 

Blinn College District to 
open new location in Waller
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The Blinn College District is opening 
a new location in Waller this fall that will 
bring its nationally recognized, highly 
transferable courses to college students 
in the greater Waller and Harris County 
region.

Blinn will begin offering classes Mon-
day, Oct. 23, at Waller ISD’s W.C. Schultz 
Junior High School, formerly known as 
Waller High School, located at 20950 
Field Store Road in Waller. This expan-
sion will provide greater accessibility for 
college students in Waller, Harris County, 
and the surrounding region. 

At this new site, Blinn will offer an 
array of transferable academic core 
courses, providing the community with 
an affordable pathway to their college 
degree. Blinn already partners with 
Waller ISD to provide high school du-
al-credit courses at the high school.

“We are excited to bring the educa-
tional excellence that has defined Blinn 
College to this vibrant region,” said Dr. 

Mary Hensley, Chancellor of the Blinn 
College District. “We look forward to 
bringing the same exceptional instruc-
tion, innovation, and commitment to 
student success that has made Blinn 
the state’s academic transfer rate leader 
and allowed us to guide thousands of 
students each year to the state’s leading 
university programs.”

The new Waller location demonstrates 
Blinn’s commitment to student growth 
and achievement and its responsiveness 
to the evolving educational landscape. 
Blinn will begin by offering academic core 
courses during the fall second 8-week 
term, including English, government, 
history, math, philosophy, and speech.

In addition to Blinn’s highly trans-
ferable classes, students attending 
Blinn’s Waller location will have access 
to Blinn’s online academic resources, 
including tutoring and library services.

For more information regarding 
course offerings, registration details, 
and other updates, please visit www.
blinn.edu/waller. 
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Nottingham Country Municipal Utility District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax 
rate for the tax year 2023 on Monday, October 16, 2023 at 11:30 a.m., at Allen Boone Humphries 
Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2600, Brazos Conference Room, Houston, TX. 
Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the 
tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: R. Hudson, V. Brown, A. Wiggins, W. Skelton &
 D. Moon

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $      0.275 /$100  $      0.275 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  0.0000%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $502,370  $554,277

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $           0     $           0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $502,370   $554,277

Tax on average residence homestead $ 1 ,381.52  $ 1,524.26

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $142.74
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  10.3321%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than
3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

Notwithstanding the above, the Water Code permits the district to include any unused
increment rate in calculating the maximum rate allowed without an election. After
including the unused increment rate that maximum rate is $0.275 and, therefore, no election 
is required.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Harris County Utility District No. 6 will hold a public hearing on a proposed
tax rate for the tax year 2023 on Tuesday, October 17, 2023 at 5:00 p.m., at the
Jackrabbit Road Public Utility District Wastewater Treatment Plant, 16720 Pine
Forest Lane, Houston, TX 77084. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or 
lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the 
change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value 
of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax 
burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that 
taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: J. J. Sugg, D. Durgin, A. Grzanka & R. W. Schmitz

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: R. L. Watkins

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $  0.2350 /$100 $0.28200 /$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.047 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  20.0000%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $199,773  $221,332

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) -$39,955   -$44,266      

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $159,818  $177,066

Tax on average residence homestead $375.57  $499.32

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $123.75
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  32.95%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The purpose for the tax increase is to pay debt service requirements and operations 
and maintenance of the utility district.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval 
tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Questions regarding this notice can be directed to the tax office at (281) 499-1223.

EDUCATION

Local STEM students attend summer Tapia Camps at Rice University
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Katy ISD has several students 
kicking off the school year with 
newfound skills and confidence in 
the classroom thanks to a summer 
of learning and growth at Rice Uni-
versity’s prestigious camps hosted 
by The Tapia Center for Excellence 
and Equity in Education. 

The Tapia Camps, supported in 
part by ExxonMobil, are avail-
able to rising 8th-12th graders 
and feature a five-night, six-day 
residential experience with a 
challenging STEM (science, tech-

nology, engineering and math) 
curriculum. Campers experiment 
with hands-on STEM projects that 
simulate real world problems. This 
summer, campers completed a 
brand-new project developed by 
the Tapia Center and ExxonMobil 
that explored safe storage of car-
bon dioxide underground in order 
to slow climate change. Another 
project challenged students to 
design their own computational 
algorithm for equitable college ad-
missions. During camp, students 
also enhance their communication 
and team building skills by learn-

ing how to simplify complicated 
STEM ideas through completion of 
an end-of-camp oral presentation 
– all while experiencing life on a 
college campus. 

“The Tapia Camps deliver 
high quality education and 
mentorship to students of all 
backgrounds. We help them 
develop their STEM skills, improve 
their communication abilities, 
build confidence, and connect 
with peers and role models who 
share their backgrounds and 
interests,” said Dr. Paul Hand, 
director of the Tapia Camps at 

Rice University. “Additionally, we 
provide professional development 
programs to equip educators 
with tools and skills to be 
more successful with student 
engagement in the classroom, 
promoting a more impactful 
educational experience for all.”

The professional develop-
ment camp for educators of all 
subjects and levels provides 
participants the tools to imple-
ment project-based learning—a 
set of techniques that encourage 
hands-on, engaging experienc-
es—in their classrooms. Teachers 

who complete the program earn 
Continuing Professional Education 
(CPE) hours. 

This summer, more than 500 
students and educators from 
across Texas and beyond attended 
the camps. Individuals or school 
districts looking to register for 
summer 2024 can reach out to The 
Tapia Center at tapiacenter@rice.
edu or 713-348-5182. Corporations 
and charitable foundations 
interested in sponsorship 
opportunities may also reach 
out to The Tapia Center for more 
information. 

PHOTOS  COURTESY RICE UNIVERSITY

(L-R) Danni Zheng, Maxwell Yu, Melinda Zhu, Jessica Xu, Ayla 
Arslan, Charles Shi, Angeli Fetizanan, Adithi Arun, Xinyuan Liu

(L-R) Aarna Shukla, Andrew Wu, Andrew Liu, Charles Han, 
Katherine Gao

(L-R) Whitney Xiu, Hannah Liang, Melody Jin, Ryan Du, Sean Lu FRONT (L-R): Lily Zhang, Jessica Fan, Alejandra Moscoso, 
Isabella Cooley, Jade Davidson. BACK (L-R): Matthew Wei, 
Amen Frankfort, Eric White

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

DICK’S Sporting Goods hosted 
a private in-store meet and greet 
with Houston Texans’ Defensive 
End, Will Anderson Jr., at the 
DICK’S House of Sport location in 
Katy, on September 19th to cele-
brate Anderson’s new partnership 
with New Balance. The event ben-
efitted the Royal ISD High School 
Falcons Varsity Football team, 
who received the surprise gift as a 
result of a collaboration between 
DICK’s and the Katy Christian 
Chamber of Commerce.  Upon 
arrival, each Royal High School 
player was given a pair of brand-
new New Balance shoes as well as 
a bag containing T-shirts, hoodies, 

a water bottle, and related gear. 
Dick's House of Sport also present-
ed the team with a $1,000 grant. 

An autograph session was 
preceded by a private training ses-
sion led by Anderson, consisting 
of three types of drills. Royal ISD 
Head Football Coach/Athletic Co-
ordinator Theadis Reagins said he 
welcomed the opportunity for his 
players to receive advice from an 
NFL professional.  Anderson also 
spoke to the team following the 
drills and challenged each player 
to be a positive role model and to 
“coach each day” – particularly to 
coach each other and to prepare 
their teammates to assume leader-
ship roles. DICK’s House of Sports 
is located at 24600 Katy Fwy, Suite 
1100 in Katy.

Royal Falcons receive surprise from DICK’s, Texan Will Anderson Jr.

A spokesperson for DICK’S House of Sports presents a $1000 check to the 
Royal ISD Football team; accepting are RISD Assistant Superintendent Duana 
Brashear and Coach Theadis Reagins.  At far right is Nicole Martin of DICK’s, 
who orchestrated the event.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Houston Texans Defensive End Will Anderson Jr. greets a Royal player.
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Scores
• Tompkins 42, Seven Lakes 0
• Katy 59, Mayde Creek 7
• Cinco Ranch 49, Morton Ranch 42
• Jordan 26, Paetow 8

Thursday
• Mayde Creek vs. Cinco Ranch, 6:30 p.m., 
   Rhodes Stadium
• Tompkins vs. Taylor, 7:15 p.m., 
   Legacy Stadium

Friday
• Jordan vs. Katy, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
• Morton Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 6:30 p.m., 
Legacy Stadium

Friday
• Cinco Ranch vs. Tompkins, 4:30 p.m.
• Katy vs. Morton Ranch, 4:30 p.m.
• Seven Lakes vs. Taylor, 5:30 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Paetow, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
• Tompkins vs. Seven Lakes, 5:30 p.m.
• Mayde Creek vs. Katy, 5:30 p.m.
• Morton Ranch vs. Cinco Ranch, 5:30 p.m.
• Jordan vs. Paetow, 5:30 p.m.

Friday
• Morton Ranch and Seven Lakes 
   at Klein Bearcat meet, 8 a.m.

Saturday
• Cinco Ranch, Jordan, Katy, Paetow,
   Mayde Creek, Seven Lakes, Taylor and 
   Tompkins at Nike South Invitational, 8 a.m.

SCHEDULES

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 29

VOLLEYBALL

FOOTBALL

SCORES &

CROSS COUNTRY

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Davis Roup was thrown into the fire last 
week.

The sophomore quarterback was tasked 
with a big job, jumping up from junior varsity 
to starting for the varsity team with little 
time to get ready for the jump. Making things 
harder, the sophomore would be doing it as 
Cinco Ranch was going right into the heart of 
District 19-6A play.

But Roup didn’t blink — last week the 
sophomore mounted a 21-point comeback 
against Tompkins with a big performance and 
this week, he stepped up even further, putting 
together a record-tying performance in Cinco 
Ranch’s 49-42 win over Morton Ranch.

The sophomore was phenomenal leading 
the Cougars to their second straight win, 
completing 23 of 27 passes for 388 yards and 
tying Gavin Rutherford’s single game school 
record by throwing for six touchdown passes.

“Davis is such a smart kid, and he’s 
obsessive about the quarterback position 
and it shows because he’s so good with the 
details,” said Cinco Ranch head coach Chris 
Dudley. “He’s really taken advantage of this 
opportunity he has right now and even with 
some of the hits he’s taken, he gets right back 
up and makes big time throws — some of 
those throws he made tonight we really diffi-
cult. This is a kid who was playing freshman 
football last year and he’s stepped in and 
not missed a beat. He didn’t even need time 
to get in sync with his receivers and it just 
speaks to his preparation.”

Roup got started on the first drive of 
the game, taking Cinco down the field and 
throwing a 38-yard touchdown to Matthew 

Courtois. He added to it just minutes later, 
throwing an 11-yard touchdown pass to 
Gavin Beavers before Morton Ranch an-
swered back with a 1-yard touchdown run. 

The teams traded scores in the second 

quarter — Cinco scored three times, with 
throws from Roup to Nathan Olivier and 
Taytum Johnson and a Tessiah Young touch-

Roup steps up in Cinco Ranch 
victory over Morton Ranch

Tompkins 
tops Seven 
Lakes for 
first win 
in district
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins needed a 
bounce back performance.

The Falcons started off 
district 0-2 this year, putting 
together strong performanc-
es at time, but being unable 
to put together a complete 
game, falling short in both 
games.

This week could have 
gone one of two ways for the 
Falcons. They could have 
been down on themselves 
after the losses or picked 
themselves back up to try 
and climb back into things 
in the district race. Every 
member of the team chose 
the latter and it led to big 
things with Tompkins (2-3, 
1-2) coming out 42-0 win-
ners over Seven Lakes (1-3, 
0-2) on Thursday at Legacy 
Stadium. 

“They didn’t live in that 
loss and they bounced back 
tonight, I’m proud of the 
guys for that,” said Tompkins 
head coach Todd McVey. 
“We had an opportunity to 
grow as a football team and 
these guys took it. We played 
a half last week and we grew 
and put together a full game 

See TOMPKINS, page B6

Jordan stays 
unbeaten 
with win 
over Paetow
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan has continued to im-
prove this season.

The Warriors have gone week 
to week and stepped up each time 
so far in their undefeated start, 
finding ways all around the ball 
to get better no matter who their 
opponent is.

While it’s evident all around 
the field, where it's really started 
to show up is on the lines. Jordan’s 
(4-0, 2-0) defense has made leaps 
and strides going into this year and 
it showed again on Saturday with a 
26-8 win over Paetow (0-5, 0-3).

Jordan’s defense was strong all 
day in the win, allowing less than 
110 yards of total offense to Paetow 
for what ended up being a comfort-
able victory. 

“These guys have made a step 
each week and it continued today,” 
said Jordan head coach Mike Rabe. 
“We were a little upset early to give 
up a touchdown, but they also 
started that drive with good field 
position and that was the only pos-
session they were able to move the 
ball. Besides one drive these guys 
played exceptional all night and I’m 
proud of those guys.”

Jordan came out right away and 
pushed ahead, with Chad Gasper 
running in a 3-yard score. 

Paetow though, came out fired 
up in the game and answered right 

See JORDAN, page B2

Above: Van Keith Brown 
gets past the Paetow 
defense during Saturday's 
game between Jordan 
and Paetow at Legacy 
Stadium. Left: Colin 
Willetts and Andrew 
Marsh celebrate after 
a touchdown during 
Saturday's game between 
Jordan and Paetow at 
Legacy Stadium.

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | 
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Davis Roup takes a hit from Kevin Schneider-Young after throwing a pass during Friday's District 19-6A game between Cinco 
Ranch and Morton Ranch on Friday at Rhodes Stadium.

See CINCO, page B3
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WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TAX RATE
The FRY ROAD M.U.D. will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate for the
tax year 2023 on October 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. at Fry Road District
Administration Building, 20111 Saums Road, Katy, TX 77449. Your individual taxes 
may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that 
is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your 
property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines 
the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that 
taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: James Roadarmel, David Buxkamper, James Teal,
 Marcy Martinez and Michael Kramm

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None
The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ .36300/$100  $ .32782/$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $-0.03518/$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)   -9.69%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $ 188,603   $ 208,841 

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $   37,721     $   41,768 

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $ 150,882   $ 167,073 

Tax on average residence homestead $   547.70  $   547.69 

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $       -.01
    and percentage of increase (+/-)          .00%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and 
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead 
increasing by more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to 
approve the operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code. 
An election is not required if the adopted tax rate is less than or equal to the voter-
approval tax rate.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bob Leared Interests 713-932-9011
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back. Paetow got the ball with good field 
position off a kick return and capped the 
drive off with a 15-yard touchdown run by 
Javaughn Waldron, taking an 8-7 lead after a 
two-point conversion.

From that point on though, it was all 
Jordan. The Warriors went back ahead on a 
field goal by Wilson Kalvass and cemented 
their lead going into halftime by getting a 
touchdown on a 41-yard pass from Colin 
Willetts to Andrew Marsh. 

“We knew we couldn’t overlook this week,” 
Gasper said. “This is 6A and the competition 
is very good. Paetow fought hard tonight, and 
we knew we couldn’t look past them. You 
have to work every week to get better no mat-
ter who it is you’re playing and that’s what we 
did this week. I’m just happy to have helped 
the team and that we got this win.”

The second half was dominated on de-
fense by Jordan but the offense made plays 
as well, with Kalvass hitting another field 
goal in the third quarter and Gasper running 
in a 6-yard touchdown in the fourth to seal 
the game.

Gasper finished the night with two 
touchdowns runs and 83 yards on 13 carries, 
adding 31 more yards in the receiving game. 
Colin Willetts threw for 230 yards on 18 of 
22 completions while Andrew Marsh caught 
seven passes for 97 yards and a score and 
Van Keith Brown added three catches for 64 
yards.

“Chad is such a big piece of this offense,” 
Rabe said. “He can do everything. We can 
hand it to him, we can split it out and throw 
it too him because he runs great routes and 
he also blocks really well for us. Running 
and passing he is an integral part of our 

offense.”
Jordan, the last undefeated team in Dis-

trict 19-6A, will take on the district favorite 
in Katy next. It’s a matchup that the Warriors 
have had marked on their calendars since 
before the season started and they can’t wait 
to get to Friday night.

“We have to just hit it hard and practice 
with even more tenacity,” Dallas-Patrick 
Alo-Suliafu said. “This is a team you want 
to test yourself against. You want to play the 
best and this is a team that is known to dom-
inate district and Texas. We have to prepare 
better than we have before and be more 
locked in that we have. I’m excited for it.”

from page B1
JORDAN

JORDAN 26, PAETOW 8
Paetow 8 0 0 0  -- 8
Jordan 7 9 3 7  -- 26

First quarter
J: Chad Gasper 3 run (Wilson Kalvass kick) 5:23
P: Javaughn Waldron 15 run (Devon Perkins 
run) 3:17

Second quarter
J: Kalvass 26 field goal, 9:53
J: Colin Willetts 41 pass to Andrew Marsh, 7:19

Third quarter
J: Kalvass 28 field goal, 7:20

Fourth quarter
J: Gasper 6 run (Kalvass kick) 10:21

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Jordan: Chad Gasper, 13-83-
2; Colin Willetts, 7-46; Ifeanyi Monye, 7-24; 
Tanner West, 6-22; Jeremy Alo-Perry, 1-1; 

Paetow: Javaughn Waldron, 7-36-1; Kaleb 
Molina, 4-12; Devon Perkins, 9-(-13); 

Passing – Jordan: Colin Willetts, 18-22-230-
1-0; Paetow: Devon Perkins, 10-15-64-0-0

Receiving – Jordan: Andrew Marsh, 7-97-1; 
Van Keith Brown, 6-64; Chad Gasper, 4-31; 
Deacon Stanfield, 1-20; Zechariah Sample, 
3-18; Paetow: Markel McNeal, 5-133-1; Tyler 
Williams, 5-83; Kelvin Malone, 1-42;Jabari 
Bush, 4-19; Carmelo Wilson, 1-17; Joshua 
Scott, 1-14; Kaleb Molina, 2-12; Javaughn 
Waldron, 1-5; Carlon Nichols, 1-(-3);

Team stats
  PAETOW JORDAN
  First downs 5 20
  Yards rushing 20-35 35-188
  Yards passing 64 230
  Passes 10-15-0-0 18-22-1-0
  Punts 2-39 N/A
  Fumbles-lost 2-1 0-0
  Penalty-yards 3-25 5-24

Find out what all your
friends are talking aboutYOURYOUR  NEWS.

YOURYOUR  WAY. Follow us on Facebook for easy access to KATY TIMES

TheKatyTimes

OMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Andrew Marsh catches a pass during Saturday's game 
between Jordan and Paetow at Legacy Stadium.

Van Keith Brown makes 
a cut as he runs upfield 
during Saturday's 
game between Jordan 
and Paetow at Legacy 
Stadium.

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL 
 TO THE KATY TIMES
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The INTERSTATE MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT will hold a public hearing on 
a proposed tax rate for the tax year 2023 on Tuesday, October 10, 2023 at 11:30AM at 
the office of Allen Boone Humphries Robinson, 3200 Southwest Freeway, STE 2600, 
Houston, TX 77027. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or 
even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the 
taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other 
property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change 
in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden 
among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity 
that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: James P Ellis, Joe Mattingly, Kevin Atkinson,
 Michelle Shen
AGAINST the proposal: None
PRESENT and not voting: None
ABSENT: James Kennedy

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.34250 /$100  $0.32000 /$100
 Adopted  Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $-0.02250 /$100 

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -6.57%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value  $205,698.00    $226,602.00

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $41,140.00    $45,251.00

Average residence homestead
    taxable value  $164,558.00    $181,351.00

Tax on average residence homestead $563.61    $580.32

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $16.71 
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  2.97% 
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 
281-482-0216.

 Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the top-right
    corner
OR
 Call 281-391-3141
OR
 Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678, Katy,
    Tx 77492-0678

STAY AHEAD
OF THE
GAME
With news and sports
coverage from the

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
JUST $35.00 per YEAR!

down run while Morton Ranch stayed in 
fighting distance with touchdown runs 
from Ryan Hall and Mike Gerald, with 
Cinco going into half leading 35-20. 

“This team has really just treated me 
like family,” Roup said. “I came in and 
immediately all of these guys believed 
in me, the coaches, the players — all of 
them. They’ve loved on me and even when 
I threw an interception tonight, they just 
calmed me down and told me we were 
good — they knew we would win this 
game and told me not to worry about it. 
It’s just been really welcoming and its 
made this transition so easy for me.”

Roup ran into trouble early in the sec-
ond half, throwing an interception that was 
returned for a touchdown by Dai’Shawn 
Overstreet. But Cinco came right back with 
a scoring drive, with Roup finding Johnson 
for the second time in the game. 

Morton Ranch though wasn’t done. 
The Mavericks mounted a comeback with 
Mike Gerald throwing a 41-yard touch-
down to Markel McNeal and Hall running 
in a 3-yard score before Morton Ranch got 
the ball back with under two minutes to 

go, having a chance to tie the game. 
But it was Cinco Ranch’s defense that 

stepped up, stopping the drive by forcing 
a fumble, recovering it and being able to 
kneel out the clock for the win.

“The goal was to get that takeaway and 
get the offense off the field, cause it would 
end the game,” Johnson said. “Our offense 
held it down the hold game and it was 
time for the defense to do its part. They 
scored two times back to back so we knew 
it was important for us to step up. Thank-
fully we took advantage of it and sealed 
the win.”

Cinco will take on Mayde Creek next 
with a chance to start to cement them-
selves in a good position with a win. The 
Cougars though, know you can’t take 
anything for granted in District 19-6A.

“It’s the toughest district in the state 
of Texas and you have to take this thing 
one game at a time,” Dudley said. “We’re 
going to enjoy this one, but we’re going to 
get right back to it and prepare for Mayde 
Creek. We’ve got some good momentum 
but there are no gimmies — we have to 
bring it and not look ahead.”

from page B1
CINCO

CINCO RANCH 49, MORTON RANCH 42
Morton Ranch 7 14 7 14  -- 42
Cinco Ranch 14 21 7 7  -- 49

First quarter
CR: Davis Roup 38 pass to Matthew Courtios (Noah 
Machart kick) 10:00
CR: Roup 11 pass to Gavin Beavers (Machart kick) 
7:03
MR: Ryan Hall 1 run (Kason Martinez kick) 4:09

Second quarter
CR: Tessiah Young 7 run (Machart kick) 10:35
MR: Mike Gerald 21 run (Martinez kick) 8:12
CR: Roup 3 pass to Nathan Olivier (Machart kick) 
4:25
MR: Ryan Hall 1 run (Martinez kick) 8:12
CR: Roup 13 pass to Taytum Johnson (Machart kick) 
4:25

Third quarter
MR: Dai’Shaun Overstreet 41 interception return 
(Martinez kick) 4:30
CR: Roup 12 pass to Johnson (Machart kick)

Fourth quarter
CR: Roup 24 pass to Beavers (Machart kick) 9:05
MR: Mike Gerald 41 pass to Markel McNeal (Gerald 
pass to Jerome Ryans) 8:06
MR: Hall 3 run (Machart kick) 5:28

 
Team stats

  MORTON CINCO RANCH
 RANCH
  First downs 14 30
  Yards rushing 28-117 40-125
  Yards passing 258 388
  Passes 11-14-1-0 23-28-6-1
  Punts 2-40 1-40
  Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0
  Penalty-yards 4-50 6-36

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Cinco Ranch: Tessiah Young, 23-71-1; 
Davis Roup, 11-25; Marcus Gadlin, 6-29; Morton 
Ranch: Ryan Hall, 17-59-3; Mike Gerald, 11-58-1; 

Passing – Cinco Ranch: Davis Roup, 23-28-388-
6-1; Morton Ranch: Mike Gerald, 11-14-258-1-0

Receiving – Cinco Ranch: Gavin Beavers, 9-167-
2; Matthew Courtois, 3-72-1; Scott Eckel, 4-63; 
Taytum Johnson, 3-49-2; Tessiah Young, 1-20; Kellen 
LeCronier, 1-9; Drew Tureau, 1-5; Nathan Olivier, 
1-3; Morton Ranch: Markel McNeal, 5-133-1; Tyler 
Williams, 5-83; Kelvin Malone, 1-42;

Above: Tessiah Young runs through the Morton Ranch defense during Friday's District 19-6A game between Cinco Ranch 
and Morton Ranch on Friday at Rhodes Stadium. Right: Kellen LeCronier and Nathan Olivier celebrate after Olivier scored 
a touchdown during Friday's District 19-6A game between Cinco Ranch and Morton Ranch on Friday at Rhodes Stadium.

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE of property to satisfy landlord’s 
lien.
Sale to be held ONLINE at storagetreasures.com
The facility is BEAR CREEK MINI STORAGE 17730
Kieth Harrow Blvd, Houston, TX 77084. Bidding will open
at 10:00 am on September 25, 2023, and end at 12:00 pm
on October 2, 2023. Cleanup and removal deposit will
be required. The seller reserves the right to withdraw the
property at any time before the sale ends. Unit items are
sold as-is to the highest bidder for cash. The property
includes contents of space of the following tenants: Jesus 
Castillo, Cedric Tudmon, Rick Barker, Meagan Cooper, 
Diane Crane.

TWO SPACES 
AT Memorial 
Oaks Cemetery 
Houston, Sec 2, 
Lot 31, Sp 11 & 
12, for $5500. Call 
512.415.2130 for 
more info.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for
BG by Em’s Vietnamese 
Cuising LLC, to be located
at 6420 FM 1463, Suite 800, 
Katy, Fort Bend, Texas 77494. 
Mai Le is the Owner.

Application has been made 
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for
a MB, FB, LH by Gunby
Enterprises, LLC dba Crafted 
Kitchen and Taps, to be located
at 1443 FM 1463, Suite 100, 
Katy, Fort Bend, Texas. Officers
of said corporation Joseph 
Plant and Kevin Hough are 
Co-Owner Operator/Owner.

Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed
Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain and Floodway

To:  All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

This is to give notice that the City of Katy has conducted an evaluation as required by Executive 
Order 11988, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for 
Making Determinations on Floodplain Management Protection.  The activity is funded under 
the HUD CDBG Disaster Recovery Program under DR# 20-065-137-C503 / B-17-DM-48-0001.  

Project Name: Katy - 20-065-137-C503 - Street-Bridge-EA

Project Location:
All work will occur within the City of Katy or its extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ), Waller
County, Texas in the following locations:

Detention Pond:
• Pitts Road Detention Pond - Area East of Pitts Road and North of Morton Road 

(29.820445, -95.83901)
Street/Bridge:

• 10th St. - Bartlett Street to the Waller County Line (29.794843, -95.829851)

The project is located in two (2) separate areas of the City. The new Detention Pond will be
constructed in a developed part of the community on disturbed property that is currently
considered vacant undeveloped. The area is relatively flat and appeared to have recent
groundwork as only scattered native grasses existed and small piles of dirt were present. An
existing detention pond exists within a few feet northeast of the proposed project site and the 
proposed site, at a two-lane paved roadway, borders the west side of the property and similar
vacant undeveloped land exists to the south. Residential neighborhoods exist within a few
hundred feet of the property in all directions. Overhead utilities exist. The bridge/street
improvements will occur along a paved, two-lane roadway in a developed, residential area of the 
City. The roadway crosses a waterway and is bordered by fairly dense residential neighborhoods 
with scattered trees. Three detention ponds exist within a few feet to the north of the project area 
and both overhead and underground utilities exist. Bar ditches also exist along both sides of the 
roadway.

Description:
Flood and Drainage Facilities
Detention Pond: Subrecipient shall create a detention pond, and shall complete all associated 
appurtenances. Street/Bridge: Subrecipient shall replace storm sewer culverts, regrade roadside 
ditches, install outfall ditches with associated pavement repair, replace and elevate an existing 
bridge, and shall complete all associated appurtenances. 

Projects in a FEMA Floodplain or Special Flood Hazard Area:
According to FEMA floodplain map #48473C0375E (Effective Date 2/18/09), portions of the
project will occur within a 500-year floodplain (Zone X), 100-year floodplain (AE) and a
Regulated Floodway. 

The portions of the project in the 100-year floodplain and 500-year floodplain (AE):

•  Detention Pond: Pitts Road Detention Pond - Area East of Pitts Road and North of
 Morton Road (29.820445, -95.83901)
•  Street/Bridge: 10th St. - Bartlett Street to County Line (29.794843, -95.829851) 

Area of 100-year floodplain disturbance; 8 acres. Area of 500-year floodplain disturbance: 7 
acres.

The portions of the project in the floodway: Bridge: 10th St. - Bartlett Street to County Line 
(29.794843, -95.829851) 

Area of Floodway Disturbance: 5.8 acres

The drainage improvements and bridge replacement are considered functionally dependent
activities and will occur within the floodway and extend out of the floodway to meet the roadway
in Zone AE. This will allow the road improvements to transition the roadway in order to
accommodate the bridge elevation, which is being increased.

According to the project engineer, only bridgework will occur within the floodway and street 
transition work will occur outside the floodway.

Wetlands and WOTUS:
According to a wetlands delineation of the area, it was determined that no wetlands will be
disturbed as a result of this project. However, according to the USACE, WOTUS were confirmed 
to potentially be impacted by the project and that NWP 43 pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act must be followed for such disturbance.

Natural Values of Floodplain:  
The natural resources of the floodplain/floodway include water, biological, and societal
resources. The proposed project will have minimal adverse impacts to the
floodplains/floodways. Temporary disturbance will occur during construction but the
cumulative impact will be less localized flooding within the floodplain/floodway which will
result in better protection of the floodplain/floodway. All activities taking place in the
floodplain/floodway will meet Federal, State and Local floodplain requirements.

Alternatives: The City of Katy has considered the following alternatives and mitigation
measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and
beneficial values: 

1. Do only work outside the floodplain/floodway. - Neither the bridge nor detention
 pond can be completed without encroaching on the 100-year floodpain or floodway
 respectively. (Not Viable)
2. Obtain a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) or Letter of Map Revision (LOMR). - It 

was determined that neither a LOMA nor a LOMR was likely nor practical for the project 
area. (Not Viable)

3. Other infrastructure considered. - After considering other potential projects in the City, 
it was determined that of the eligible projects, this project was of the highest priority.

However, if funding is available, additional facilities may be considered. (Potentially
 Viable if Funding Allows)
4. No Action or Alternative Actions that Serve the Same Purpose. - The current storm 

drainage system is inadequate for the area and must be addressed to prevent public health 
hazards. (Not Viable)

Determination of No Practicable Alternative: It is our determination that there are no practical 
alternatives for locating the project in the floodplain/floodway.

Mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve 
natural and beneficial values:

1. A floodplain Development Application must be Submitted.
2. Preserving Property: Project designs should, to the best extent possible, incorporate 

measures to reduce the risk of damage to the new infrastructure via another flood. 
3. Preserving Natural Values and Minimizing Impacts: After construction is completed, the 

disturbed area will need to be immediately re-vegetated with native grasses. Only native 
plants are to be used in the floodplain, floodway and on the site.  

4. Deposition and excavation of materials will need to be performed in such a manner that 
erosion and sedimentation will be controlled. 

5. Precautions will need to be taken in the handling of fuels or other hazardous materials to 
prevent discharge or spillage resulting in lower groundwater quality.  

6. Erosion control measures such as hay bales or silt screen barriers will need to be
 implemented and maintained during construction as required. 
7. The project engineer will need to incorporate best management practices into the
 specifications and plans.
8. All activities taking place in the floodplain/floodway must meet Federal, State and Local 

floodplain requirements.

The City of Katy has reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain/floodway and has 
determined that it has no practicable alternative.  Environmental files that document compliance 
with steps 3 through 6 of Executive Order 11988, are available for public inspection, review and 
copying upon request at the times and location delineated in the last paragraph of this notice for 
receipt of comments.  

There are three primary purposes for this notice.  First, people who may be affected by
activities in floodplains/floodways and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural
environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information
about these areas. Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public
educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public comment about
floodplains/floodways can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and impacts 
associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of 
fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in 
floodplains/floodways, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the City of Katy at the following address on or before
October 6, 2023 a minimum 7 calendar day comment period will begin the day after the
publication and end on the 8th day after the publication: Byron J. Hebert, City Administrator, 
City of Katy, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493 and (281) 391-4800. A full description of the 
project may also be reviewed from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm from the previously mentioned address.  
Comments may also be submitted via email at lkerr@cityofkaty.com.

Date: September 28, 2023

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
REGARDING BOUNDARY
EXTENSION AND TERM

EXTENSION OF, AND 
AMENDMENT TO PROJECT 
PLAN AND REINVESTMENT 

ZONE FINANCING PLAN FOR, 
REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER 

ONE, CITY OF KATY, TEXAS
The City Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Conduct 
a Public Hearing To Be Held At Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue 
C, Katy, Texas.

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, October 9, 2023

The Hearing Is Being Conducted In Connection With 
A Proposed Boundary And Term Extension Of, And 
An Amendment To The Project Plan And Reinvestment 
Zone Financing Plan (The “Plan”) For, Reinvestment 
Zone Number One, City Of Katy, Texas (The “Zone”).  
At The Hearing, All Interested Persons May Be Heard 
Regarding The Proposed Boundary Extension And Plan
Amendment.  Following The Conclusion Of The
Hearing, The City Council Will Consider Adoption Of 
An Ordinance Approving The Boundary Extension And 
Plan Amendment.  Copies Of The Updated Boundary 
Map And Proposed Plan Amendment Are On File In 
The Office Of The City Secretary For Public Inspection.

Katy ISD Provides Evaluations
for Students

 with Suspected Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Department of
Special Education provides evaluations for students with
suspected disabilities to identify every student with a
disability living within the district’s boundaries. These 
evaluations are designed to help identify children who may 
qualify for the district’s special education or Section 504 
program.

Students with all categories of disabilities between the 
ages of 3 and 21 can be provided with services to ensure 
their success in school. These services and supports may 
be provided through Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
or through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 
Special Education services are also available to children 
who are visually and/or auditory impaired starting at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be challenged with 
a disability, please contact the Katy ISD Department of 
Special Education at 281-396-2066. The Department of 
Special Education will coordinate efforts to evaluate the 
student and, if eligible, ensure that the student is provided 
with supports and services needed to obtain academic and 
non-academic benefit. Please do not hesitate to call should 
you have any questions.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
employer. The Board of Trustees, and its agents, officers, 
and staff members shall not discriminate based on gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

PUBLIC NOTICE
ROYAL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT is
requesting proposals for Construction Manager-at-Risk
RFP 23RISD-B01 for the 2023 Bond Projects at Royal
Independent School District. Proposals will be Hand
Delivered to Royal  ISD, Attn:  Bids and Proposals, 3714
FM 359 Pattison, Texas 77466, until 2:00 PM, Wednesday,
October 18, 2023.  RFP documents may be obtained by
contacting the Program Manager, Gallagher Construction
Services, Attn: Kristin Howard, 214-240-2661 or via e-mail 
at  khoward@gallaghertx.com.  

Find out what all your
friends are talking about

YOUR YOUR NEWS.
YOUR YOUR WAY. THE KATY TIMES

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access to

THETHE
KATY TIMESKATY TIMES
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Puzzle Answers

WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WALLER COUNTY

Waller County (County) is seeking to contract with a
qualified consultant to update its Hazard Mitigation Plan.
Please submit one (1) original, three (3) copies, and one
(1) electronic response on CD or flash drive.  CD or flash
drive must contain only one (1) file in PDF format and
must match the original and copies of the response
identically. Failure to provide proper electronic response
may be cause for disqualification. Confidential information
is to be placed in a separate envelope denoted as
“confidential.” Proposals shall be submitted to the
County no later than 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 17,
2023. Response shall be signed in ink, by a person
having the authority to bind the firm in a contract.
Complete Proposal packets must be remitted to Alan
Younts, Waller County Auditor, 836 Austin Street, Suite
221 Hempstead, TX 77445. Please clearly mark the
following on the envelope: RFP Project Number:
230927-14. for Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. Waller
County reserves the right to negotiate with any and all
individuals or firms that submit proposals. Section 3
Residents and Business Concerns, Minority Business
Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises and Women
Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Vendors are
encouraged to submit proposals.  Waller County is an
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.
Servicios de traducción están disponibles por peticion.

Aviso final y explicación pública de una actividad
propuesta en Una llanura aluvial y un canal

de inundación de 100 años
Para: Todas las agencias, grupos e individuos interesados

Esto es para dar aviso de que el ciudad de katy ha realizado una evaluación según lo
exige la Orden Ejecutiva 11988, de acuerdo con las regulaciones del HUD en 24 CFR 55.20
Subparte C Procedimientos para tomar determinaciones sobre la protección del manejo de 
llanuras aluviales. La actividad está financiada por el Programa de Recuperación de Desastres 
CDBG de HUD bajo DR# 20-065-137-C503 / B-17-DM-48-0001.  

Nombre del proyecto: Katy - 20-065-137-C503 - Calle-Puente-EA

Localización del proyecto:
Todo el trabajo se realizará dentro de la jurisdicción extraterritorial (ETJ) de la ciudad de Katy, 
condado de Waller, Texas, en las siguientes ubicaciones:

Estanque de detención:
• Estanque de detención de Pitts Road: área al este de Pitts Road y al norte de Morton Road 

(29.820445, -95.83901)
Calle/Puente:

• 10th St. - Bartlett Street hasta la línea del condado de Waller (29.794843, -95.829851)

El proyecto está ubicado en dos (2) áreas separadas de la Ciudad. El nuevo Estanque de
Detención se construirá en una parte desarrollada de la comunidad en una propiedad
perturbada que actualmente se considera vacía y no desarrollada. El área es relativamente plana
y parecía tener trabajos preliminares recientes, ya que solo existían pastos nativos dispersos y
pequeños montones de tierra. Existe un estanque de detención a unos pocos pies al noreste
del sitio del proyecto propuesto y el sitio propuesto, en una carretera pavimentada de dos
carriles, bordea el lado oeste de la propiedad y existe terreno baldío no desarrollado similar al
sur. Existen vecindarios residenciales a unos pocos cientos de pies de la propiedad en todas
direcciones. Existen servicios públicos aéreos. Las mejoras del puente/calle se realizarán a lo 
largo de una carretera pavimentada de dos carriles en una zona residencial desarrollada de la 
ciudad. La carretera cruza un canal y está bordeada por barrios residenciales bastante densos 
con árboles dispersos. Existen tres estanques de detención a unos pocos pies al norte del área del 
proyecto y existen servicios públicos aéreos y subterráneos. También existen zanjas de barras a 
ambos lados de la carretera.

Descripción:
Instalaciones de inundación y drenaje
Estanque de detención: El subreceptor creará un estanque de detención y completará todos
los accesorios asociados. Calle/Puente: El subreceptor reemplazará las alcantarillas pluviales, 
renivelará las zanjas al borde de las carreteras, instalará zanjas de desagüe con reparación de 
pavimento asociada, reemplazará y elevará un puente existente y completará todos los accesorios 
asociados. 

Proyectos en una llanura aluvial de FEMA o un área especial con riesgo de inundación:
Según el mapa de llanura aluvial de FEMA #48473C0375E (fecha de entrada en vigor 18/02/09), 
partes del proyecto se llevarán a cabo dentro de una llanura aluvial de 500 años (Zona X), una 
llanura aluvial de 100 años (AE) y un cauce de inundación regulado. 

Las partes del proyecto en la llanura aluvial de 100 años y la llanura aluvial de 500 años (AE):

•  Estanque de detención: Estanque de detención de Pitts Road: área al este de Pitts Road y 
al norte de Morton Road (29.820445, -95.83901)

•  Calle/Puente: 10th St. - Bartlett Street hasta la línea del condado (29.794843, -95.829851) 

Área de perturbación de la llanura aluvial durante 100 años; 8 hectáreas. Área de perturbación 
de la llanura aluvial durante 500 años: 7 acres.

Las partes del proyecto en el cauce de inundación: Puente: 10th St. - Bartlett Street hasta la línea 
del condado (29.794843, -95.829851)

Área de perturbación del cauce de inundación: 5,8 acres

Las mejoras al drenaje y el reemplazo del puente se consideran actividades funcionalmente
dependientes y ocurrirán dentro del cauce de inundación y se extenderán fuera del cauce de 
inundación para encontrarse con la carretera en la Zona AE. Esto permitirá que las mejoras de la 
carretera hagan la transición para dar cabida a la elevación del puente, que se está aumentando.

Según el ingeniero del proyecto, solo se realizarán obras de puentes dentro del cauce y los
trabajos de transición de calles se realizarán fuera del cauce.

Humedales y WOTUS:
De acuerdo con la delimitación de humedales del área, se determinó que ningún humedal será 
perturbado como resultado de este proyecto. Sin embargo, según USACE, se confirmó que
WOTUS podría verse afectado por el proyecto y que se debe seguir la NWP 43 de conformidad 
con la Sección 404 de la Ley de Agua Limpia para tal perturbación.

Valores naturales de la llanura aluvial:  
Los recursos naturales de la llanura aluvial/cauce de inundación incluyen recursos hídricos,

biológicos y sociales. El proyecto propuesto tendrá impactos adversos mínimos en las
llanuras aluviales y los canales de inundación. Se producirán perturbaciones temporales durante 
la construcción, pero el impacto acumulativo será una inundación menos localizada dentro de 
la llanura aluvial/canal de inundación, lo que resultará en una mejor protección de la llanura 
aluvial/canal de inundación. Todas las actividades que se lleven a cabo en la llanura aluvial/canal 
de inundación cumplirán con los requisitos federales, estatales y locales de la llanura aluvial.

Alternativas: El ciudad de katy ha considerado las siguientes alternativas y medidas de
mitigación a tomar para minimizar los impactos adversos y restaurar y preservar los valores 
naturales y beneficiosos: 

1. Trabaje únicamente fuera de la llanura aluvial/canal de inundación. - Ni el puente ni 
el estanque de detención se pueden completar sin invadir el canal de inundación de 100 
años o el cauce de inundación, respectivamente. (No es viable)

2. Obtenga una Carta de Enmienda del Mapa (LOMA) o una Carta de Revisión del Mapa 
(LOMR)). - Se determinó que ni una LOMA ni una LOMR eran probables ni prácticas 
para el área del proyecto. (No es viable)

3. Otras infraestructuras consideradas. - Después de considerar otros proyectos
 potenciales en la Ciudad, se determinó que de los proyectos elegibles, este era el de
 mayor prioridad. Sin embargo, si hay fondos disponibles, se pueden considerar
 instalaciones adicionales. (Potencialmente viable si la financiación lo permite)
4. Ninguna acción o acciones alternativas que sirvan el mismo propósito. - El actual
 sistema de drenaje pluvial es inadecuado para el área y debe abordarse para evitar riesgos 

para la salud pública. (No es viable)

Determinación de alternativa no practicable: Es nuestra determinación que no existen
alternativas prácticas para ubicar el proyecto en la llanura aluvial/canal de inundación.

Medidas de mitigación a tomar para minimizar los impactos adversos y restaurar y
preservar los valores naturales y beneficiosos:

1. Se debe presentar una Solicitud de desarrollo de llanura aluvial.
2. Preservación de la propiedad: Los diseños de los proyectos deben, en la mejor medida 

posible, incorporar medidas para reducir el riesgo de daños a la nueva infraestructura a 
través de otra inundación.

3. Preservar los valores naturales y minimizar los impactos: una vez finalizada la
 construcción, será necesario revegetar inmediatamente el área perturbada con pastos 

nativos. Sólo se deben utilizar plantas nativas en la llanura aluvial, el cauce de inundación 
y en el sitio.

4. La deposición y excavación de materiales deberá realizarse de tal manera que se controle 
la erosión y la sedimentación.

5. Será necesario tomar precauciones en el manejo de combustibles u otros materiales 
peligrosos para evitar descargas o derrames que resulten en una menor calidad del agua 
subterránea.

6. Será necesario implementar y mantener durante la construcción medidas de control de la 
erosión, como fardos de heno o barreras de pantalla de sedimento, según sea necesario.

7. El ingeniero del proyecto deberá incorporar las mejores prácticas de gestión en las
 especificaciones y planes.
8. Todas las actividades que se llevan a cabo en la llanura aluvial/canal de inundación deben 

cumplir con los requisitos federales, estatales y locales de la llanura aluvial.

El ciudad de katy ha reevaluado las alternativas a la construcción en la llanura aluvial/canal
de inundación y ha determinado que no tiene ninguna alternativa practicable. Los archivos
ambientales que documentan el cumplimiento de los pasos 3 a 6 de la Orden Ejecutiva 11988 
están disponibles para inspección, revisión y copia del público previa solicitud en los horarios y 
lugares delineados en el último párrafo de este aviso para la recepción de comentarios.  

Hay tres propósitos principales para este aviso. En primer lugar, se debe dar a las personas que
puedan verse afectadas por las actividades en las llanuras aluviales o cauces de inundación y
a aquellos que tengan interés en la protección del medio ambiente natural la oportunidad de
expresar sus preocupaciones y proporcionar información sobre estas áreas. En segundo lugar,
un programa adecuado de avisos públicos puede ser una importante herramienta educativa
pública. La difusión de información y la solicitud de comentarios públicos sobre las llanuras
aluviales y los cauces de inundación pueden facilitar y mejorar los esfuerzos federales para
reducir los riesgos e impactos asociados con la ocupación y modificación de estas áreas
especiales. En tercer lugar, como cuestión de justicia, cuando el gobierno federal determine que 
participará en acciones que se lleven a cabo en la llanura aluvials/cauces de inundación, debe 
informar a quienes puedan estar expuestos a un riesgo mayor o continuo.

Los comentarios escritos deben ser recibidos por el ciudad de katy en la siguiente dirección en o 
antes 6 de octubre de 2023 un período mínimo de comentarios de 7 días calendario comenzará 
el día después de la publicación y finalizará el día 8th día después de la publicación: Byron J. 
Hebert, administrador municipal, ciudad de Katy, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493 y (281) 
391-4800. También se podrá revisar una descripción completa del proyecto en el horario de 
9:00 am a 5:00 pm en la dirección anteriormente mencionada. Los comentarios también pueden 
enviarse por correo electrónico a todd@caveconsulting.com.

Fecha: 28 de septiembre de 2023
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. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assist ing estate  
& account sett lement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

TexSCAN Week of 
Sept. 24-30, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Farm, Ranch Construction Equipment Auction 
Sat. Sept. 30, at 9 a.m., 1036 S. FM 331, Sealy, TX. 
Onsite and online bidding. Tractors, trailers, trucks, 
implements, construction equip., farm & livestock 
equip.,  ATVs and more. View photos and bid online 
at SwitzerAuction.net, 979-885-2400.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 www.dental50plus.
com/txpress #6258

  WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The HARRIS-WALLER COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 12
(formerly Harris County MUD No. 554) will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax
rate for the tax year 2023 on Tuesday, October 17, 2023, at 12:00 p.m. at the offices of
Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2600, Houston,
Texas 77027. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even
decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable
value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property.
The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the
taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden among
all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about
proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Justin Klump, Geneva van Zijll, Joan Leiber Ryman,
 Matthew O’Neill, Donald Hayter

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.99000/$100  $0.99000/$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.00000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  0.00%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value $0.00  $0.00

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
     disabled person’s exemptions) $0.00   $0.00      

Average residence
    homestead taxable value $0.00  $0.00

Tax on average residence homestead $0.00  $0.00

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
  proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $0.00
  and percentage of increase (+/-)  0.00%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax 
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 
8 percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to 
determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax 
rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

There were no residential homesteads on either January 1, 2022, or January 1, 2023, therefore 
the tax that would have been imposed on a residential homestead is $0.00.  Due to this the tax 
election rate is not applicable for 2023 tax year.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-482-0216.

this week. That’s part of the 
growth of this team. They’re 
still having to take that next 
step in some areas and I’m 
proud of them and the way 
they responded. The whole 
week of practice and today.”

The Falcons got back on 
track by getting some superb 
play from the team's defense 
and leaning on Caleb Blocker 
on offense, as the senior 
running back had a huge day, 
rushing for 159 yards and 
two touchdowns while also 
catching a touchdown to help 
Tompkins get back in the win 
column. 

Tompkins got put in great 
position for their first drive, 
as Donovan Hudson made 
an interception which he 
brought back inside the Seven 
Lakes five-yard line on the 
opening drive of the game.

William Duncan got the 
Falcons on the board by 
hitting a 28-yard field goal 
and Blocker added to it on the 
Falcons next drive, running in 
a 43-yard score. Duncan hit 
another field goal, a 40-yard-
er, and Tompkins added an-
other score while at the same 
time stopping a Seven Lakes 
drive late in the half, with 
Jhase McMillan intercepting 
a pass which he returned 75 
yards for a touchdown. It was 
McMillan’s fourth intercep-
tion of the season as he has 
made a big impact so far in 
his season year.

“A big thing we talked 
about this week was getting 
our eyes right,” McMillan 
said. “We struggled with that 
last week and so we had to 
come in and correct it. I knew 
that we would have a chance 
to make some plays tonight 
and I’m just glad I was able 
to jump that pass and take it 
back.”

Blocker added his second 
touchdown on the first play of 
the second half by running in 
a 74-yard touchdown before 
Justin Thierheimer threw 
a 17-yard touchdown to 
blocker to put the game away 
late in the third quarter. Dylan 
Rodriguez capped off the win 
in the fourth quarter with a 
54-yard touchdown run.

A big thing for the Falcons 
was putting together four 
strong quarters. Last week 
against Cinco Ranch, Tomp-
kins had a 21-point lead and 

played a good first half, but 
weren’t able to keep things 
going in the second half. That 
changed on Thursday where 
Tompkins never allowed Sev-
en Lakes to get comfortable in 
the game.

“We got back to our core 
values,” McMillan said. 
“One of those is finish. We 
preached that all week and 
we did better at it tonight.”

Tompkins continues dis-
trict play by taking on Taylor 

next, a game that will be of 
huge importance to both 
teams trying to battle for a 
playoff spot.

“We needed and wanted 
this so much,” Blocker said. 
“We had a difficult couple of 
weeks and it’s just good to get 
a win. This has been on our 
mind all week. We got back 
into a groove and played like 
we should. We just have to 
keep building on that and get 
1% better every single day.”

from page B1
TOMPKINS

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Ronnie Quinn runs downfield during a game between Katy and Tompkins at Rhodes 
Stadium.

TOMPKINS 42,  
SEVEN LAKES 0

Seven Lakes 0 0 0 0  -- 0 
Tompkins  10 10 15 7  -- 42

First quarter
T: William Duncan 28 field 
goal, 5:28
T: Caleb Blocker 43 run 
(Dunan kick) 1:42

Second quarter
T: Duncan 40 field goal, 7:37
T: Jhase McMillan 75 
interception return (Duncan 
kick) 3:57

Third quarter
T: Blocker 74 run (Pass from 
Justin Thierheimer pass to 
McMillan) 11:39
T: Thierheimer 17 pass to 
Blocker (Duncan kick) 8:38

Fourth quarter
T: Dylan Rodriguez 54 run 
(Duncan kick) 6:12

Individual  
Statistics

Rushing – Tompkins: 
Caleb Blocker, 12-159-2; 
Dylan Rodriguez, 4-59-1; 
Ronnie Quinn, 2-6; Seven 
Lakes: Barrett Hudson, 15-
72; Jake Farris, 11-55; Jared 
Young, 14-11; Collin Mills, 
1-(-7); 

Passing – Tompkins: 
Justin Thierheimer, 4-9-37-1-
0; Dylan Rodriguez, 1-1-11-0-
0; Seven Lakes: Shaan Patel, 
9-18-28-0-2;

Receiving – Tompkins: 
Caleb Blocker, 1-17-1; 
Rhys Phillips, 1-16; Juan 
Cordero Acevedo, 1-11; 
Dante Johnson, 1-4; Dylan 
Rodriguez, 1-0; Seven Lakes: 
Carter Hatten, 2-15; Kaiser 
Floyd, 1-8; Luke Robinson, 
1-6; Barrett Hudson, 1-4; 
Davis Yates, 2-3; Ryan Fowler, 
1-12; Peter Noonan, 1-(-6)

Team stats
  SEVEN LAKES TOMPKINS
  First downs 8   11
  Yards rushing 41-131   20-234
  Yards passing 28   48
  Passes 9-18-0-2   5-10-1-0
  Punts 7-40   2-40
  Fumbles-lost 1-1   2-1
  Penalty-yards 6-45   3-25

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Jordan entered the Dave 
Campbell Texas Football Mag-
azine state rankings for the first 
time this season on Monday, 
moving up to No. 25 after a win 
over Paetow.

It’s the first time in school 
history that the Warriors have 
been ranked in the top 25 by 
Dave Campbell and shows the 
progress the team has made 
with a strong start this year.

Katy also was ranked this 
week, moving up one spot to 
No. 8 after a dominant win over 
Mayde Creek. The rest of the 
top seven remained unchanged 
heading into week six of the 
regular season.

The rankings preview a huge 
matchup this week between 
Katy and Jordan, the only two 
Katy ISD teams ranked in the 
top 25, as they will face off 7:15 
p.m. Friday at Legacy Stadium.

CLASS 6A

Rank  School  (Record)  Week 5  Prv rank
1  Duncanville  (4-0)  W 1 
2  Galena Park N. Shore  (4-0)  W 2
3  DeSoto  (4-0)  W 3
4  Austin Westlake  (4-0)  W 4
5  Austin Vandegrift  (4-0)  Idle  5
6  Southlake Carroll  (5-0)  W 6
7  Humble Atascocita  (4-0)  W 7
8  Katy  (4-1)  W  9
9  North Crowley  (5-0)  W 10
10  Humble Summer Creek (4-0)  W 11
11  Lake Travis  (4-1)  L 8
12  Cibolo Steele  (4-1)  W 12
13  McKinney  (5-0)  W 13
14  Northwest Nelson  (5-0)  W 14
15  Pflugerville Weiss  (5-0)  W 15
16  Houston Lamar  (5-0)  W 17
17  Dickinson  (4-1)  W 18
18  Willis  (5-0)  W 19
19  Tomball Memorial  (4-0)  W 21
20  SA Reagan  (4-0)  W 20
21  Sheldon King  (4-0)  W 22
22  Rockwall  (4-1)  W 23
23  Prosper  (4-1)  W 24
24  Dripping Springs  (3-1)  W 25
25  Katy Jordan  (4-0)  W NR
Dropped out: No. 16 Alvin Shadow Creek

Jordan enters state rankings, Katy moves up in top 10

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Zion Jones and Zechariah Sample celebrate after a play during Saturday's game between 
Jordan and Paetow at Legacy Stadium.
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WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TAX RATE
The MASON CREEK UTILITY DISTRICT  will hold a public hearing on a proposed 
tax rate for the tax year 2023 on October 11, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at 847 Dominion Drive, 
Katy, Texas 77450. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even 
decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable
value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property.
The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the
taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden among
all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that 
taxes your property. 

FOR the proposal: Len Forsyth, Brian Connolly, John H. Cameron,
 James K. Nordhaus, and Frederick Castellano
AGAINST the proposal: (none)
PRESENT and not voting: (none)
ABSENT: (none)

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

    Last Year     This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ .3120/$100   $ .3053/$100
         Adopted                 Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.0067/$100 

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -2.15%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value  $ 326,774    $ 360,483  

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) $   65,355     $   72,097

Average residence homestead
    taxable value $ 261,419    $ 288,386 

Tax on average residence homestead $   815.63  $   880.44

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $+64.81
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  +7.95%

If the proposed combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate 
requires or authorizes an election to approve or reduce the tax rate the Board of Directors 
of Mason Creek Utility District proposes to use the tax increase for the purpose of (N/A).

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that 
an election be held to determine whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax 
rate to the voter-approval tax rate under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax 
rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON TAX RATE
The CORNERSTONES M.U.D. will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate 
for the tax year 2023 on October 16, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. at 805 Hidden Canyon Road, 
Katy, TX 77450. Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even
decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable 
value of your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. 
The change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the 
taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax burden among 
all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on 
which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including 
information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that 
taxes your property. 

FOR the proposal: Morgan Stagg, Michael D. Chittwood,
 Lionel A. Garza and Virginia Lester

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Stephen A. Talecki

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year  This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ .27750/$100  $ .25750/$100
 Adopted       Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $-0.02000/$100 

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  -7.20%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value  $ 348,931    $ 386,933  

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions) $   69,786    $  77,387       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value  $ 279,145   $ 309,546

Tax on average residence homestead $   774.62  $   797.08

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $      22.46 
    and percentage of increase (+/-)    2.89%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and 
contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead 
increasing by more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to 
approve the operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code. 
An election is not required if the adopted tax rate is less than or equal to the voter-
approval tax rate.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bob Leared Interests 713-932-9011

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

ALL GAMES DISTRICT 19-6A

Thursday
Mayde Creek (2-3, 1-2) vs. Cinco 

Ranch (3-2, 2-1), 6:30 p.m. at 
Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Cinco Ranch 65, 
Mayde Creek 7

• Cinco Ranch and Mayde 
Creek will play each other this 
week in an important game where 
Cinco looks to stay among the 
top four in district and Mayde 
Creek tries to battle back towards 
a playoff spot. This game was a 
trouncing last year, but with huge 
turnover on the Cinco Ranch 
squad and improvement from 
Mayde Creek, it could be an 
interesting matchup.

Cinco comes off a big win over 
Morton Ranch where they got 
huge performances all over the 
field. Sophomore quarterback 
Davis Roup threw for 388 yards 
and six touchdowns, while the 
wide receivers were strong. Gavin 
Beavers caught nine passes for 
167 yards and two touchdowns, 
Matthew Courtois had 72 yards 
and a touchdown, Scott Eckel had 
63 yards and Taytum Johnson had 
49 yards and two touchdowns. The 
Cinco defense also stepped up in 
big moments, forcing a turnover 
at the end of the game to seal the 
win. But the Cougars did give up 
258 yards through the air.

Mayde Creek on the other 
hand, had a rough time trying to 
get things going in a loss to Katy, 
but there were some positives. 
Cole Jensen was efficient on the 
day, completing 10 of 20 passes for 
84 yards and a touchdown but also 
throwing an interception, while 
freshman Chad Nelson caught six 
passes for 57 yards and a score. 
The Mayde Creek defense allowed 
59 points. 

Cinco will need to be better in 
their pass defense and tackling, 
especially against a team that likes 
to throw underneath and try to 
make big plays. Mayde Creek will 
look to get back on track by being 
efficient in the pass and run game 
and cleaning up some things on 
defense.

Tompkins (2-3, 1-2) vs. Taylor 
(2-2, 2-0), 7:15 p.m. at Legacy 

Stadium

Last year: Tompkins 49, Taylor 
14

• In one of the most intriguing 
matchups of the week, Tompkins 
and Taylor will play each other in 
what is increasingly looking like 
it could have the makings of an 
incredibly right game.

It’s an incredibly important 
game for Tompkins, especially af-
ter dropping their first two district 
games of the season. Tompkins 
bounced back last week with a 
big win over Seven Lakes, gaining 
momentum and putting together 
strong performances on both sides 
of the ball. 

Tompkins was led by Caleb 
Blocker on offense. The senior ran 
in two touchdowns and rushed for 
159 yards, while catching one pass 
for 17 yards and another score. 
Defensively, the Falcons held 
Seven Lakes to under 200 yards of 
offense, turning the Spartans over 
three times and looking like a very 
strong unit. 

Taylor got a much needed bye 
last week and was able to get some 
rest and hopefully some players 
healthy as the Mustangs were 
hampered their first two weeks of 
district. Despite that, they managed 
two straight wins to start off district 
and are in a good spot heading into 
this week. Dante Archie has been 
a huge weapon for the team, while 
players from around the team have 
stepped up in a variety of ways and 
the defense has been strong against 
every team they have faced.

This will be a game won by one 
of the teams' defenses, which both 
the Falcons and Mustangs take 
huge pride in. Both teams will try 
to pound the run game offensively 

and whoever is stronger in the 
trenches could very well come out 
on top.

Friday
Morton Ranch (1-4, 1-2) vs.  

Seven Lakes (1-3, 0-2), 6:30 p.m. 
at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Morton Ranch 41, 
Seven Lakes 28

• Morton Ranch and Seven 
Lakes head into this week’s game 
with both needing a win to get 
back on track, after both came up 
short last week.

Morton Ranch comes off a very 
hard fought game against Cinco, 
where they came up just short of a 
win in what was a game all the way 
until the final drive. Mike Gerald 
was a force for the Cougars in the 
game. The senior threw for 258 
yards and a score while rushing for 
58 yards and another touchdown, 
Gerald also played very good 
corner and returned multiple kicks 
for huge gains to put the Maver-
icks in good field position. Ryan 
Hall also was good in the game, 
rushing for 59 yards and three 
scores, while Markel McNeal kept 
up his good performances with 133 
yards receiving and a touchdown. 
The Mavericks though, struggled 
on defense, allowing 388 yards 
through the air for Cinco, but 
holding the Cougars in the ground 
game.

Seven Lakes meanwhile, comes 
off a loss to Tompkins. The Spartans 
leaned on the run game and it 
was efficient. Barrett Hudson had 
72 yards on the ground and Jake 
Farris had 55. Throwing the ball was 
more of a struggle, as Shaan Patel 
was efficient, completing nine of 
18 passes, but threw for 28 yards. 
Defensively, Seven Lakes wasn’t 

able to slow down much with the 
Tompkins offense. The Spartans 
allowed 234 yards on the ground 
as the Falcons used the run game 
all day. 

This has the makings of a good 
game. Seven Lakes will look to be 
stronger against a good Morton 
Ranch run game and clean things 
up defensively, while Morton 
Ranch will have to lock in against 
a very good Seven Lakes run game 
and will again try to have a good 
day through the air.

Jordan (4-0, 2-0) vs.Katy (4-1, 
3-0), 7:15 p.m. at Rhodes Stadium

Last year: Katy 70, Jordan 21
• The game of the week and the 

game that will shake up the top 
of the district standings will be 
between Jordan and Katy — two 
undefeated teams at the top of 
district along with Taylor.

Jordan comes into the game 
fresh off a strong performance 
against Paetow where they got a 
good tune up for the week. The 
Warriors had a balanced offense, 
gaining 188 yards on the ground 
and 230 through the air and getting 
a number of players involved. The 
biggest thing for Jordan though 
was the defense. The Warriors 
completely limited the Paetow of-
fense, barely allowing 100 yards in 
the game while only allowing one 
score. It was a confidence booster 

and exactly what the Warriors 
would have wanted coming into 
the week.

Katy had the same type of game 
against Mayde Creek. The Tigers 
dominated the game, scoring 35 
points in the first quarter and 52 
points in the first half on the way to 
a 59-9 win. Tremayne Hill led the 
way with three rushing touch-
downs, while Chase Johnsey added 
two scores on the ground and both 
Tadi Zambe and Gunner Nelson 
scored rushing touchdowns. The 
Katy defense also stepped up, 
limiting Mayde Creek to under 200 
yards in total even with backups in 
for the majority of the game.

It will be two very different 
games when the two teams have 
the ball. Jordan is a high flying 
offense that will try and get the 
ball out quickly to their talented 
skill position players and eliminate 
Katy’s advantage on the line. The 
key for the Tigers' defense will 
be the secondary stepping up, 
making plays and forcing Jordan 
to not play in its comfort zone. 
Katy’s offense on the other hand, 
will ground and pound away at 
the Jordan defense, as the Tigers' 
offensive line should have an 
advantage in the game. Jordan will 
have to be strong against the run 
and be ready for the Tigers' play 
action fakes which are also a big 
part of the game plan.

 Team W L District W District L District PF District PA
1 Katy 4 1 3 0 154 28
2* Taylor 2 2 2 0 42 17
2* Jordan 4 0 2 0 68 15
4 Cinco Ranch 3 2 2 1 94 81
5* Tompkins 2 3 1 2 77 79
5* Morton Ranch 1 4 1 2 78 124
5* Mayde Creek 2 3 1 2 42 108
8 Seven Lakes 1 3 0 2 10 73
9 Paetow 0 5 0 3 36 76

DISTRICT 19-6A STANDINGS

Week 6 Katy ISD Previews

DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES 

Scott Eckel turns upfield after catching a pass during Friday's District 19-6A game between Cinco 
Ranch and Morton Ranch on Friday at Rhodes Stadium.
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At Houston Methodist Neal Cancer Center, we treat every aspect of 
your cancer. Leading oncologists work with our specialists across 
disciplines to minimize cancer’s effects on major organs. One 
comprehensive team — dedicated to your individual care — uses the 
latest research, treatments and technology to stop your cancer. From 
infusion and clinical trials to surgery and reconstruction, our innovative 
care is available in Katy-West Houston.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it.

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

The Woodlands

Baytown

Willowbrook

Sugar Land
Clear Lake

Katy-West Houston

Texas Medical Center

THERE’S A 
BETTER APPROACH
TO CANCER CARE in Katy & West Houston

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Nic Anderson and Ty Kana 
had career games on Sept. 16, 
as both stepped up in wins 
for their respective college 
programs. 

The two Katy products 
and state champions had big 
games in week three of the 
NCAA season. Anderson got 
into the endzone three times 
for the University of Oklaho-
ma, catching three passes for 
120 yards and three touch-
downs, averaging 40 yards per 
catch in the Sooners. Oklaho-

ma came away with a 66-17 
win over Tulsa to improve to 
3-0. Tompkins graduate Mar-
quis Shoulders also played 
in the game and had a good 
week, catching three passes 
for 52 yards and a touchdown 
of his own. 

Kana meanwhile had a 
big day helping out the Texas 
Tech defense in a win. Kana 
led the Red Raiders in tackles 
with six total, four solo and 
two assisted, which could 
lead to more playing time for 
the redshirt freshman. The 
win moved Tech to 1-2 on the 
season. 

Anderson and Kana 
have career weekends

Left: Katy's Nic Anderson makes the reception scoring a TD during the first half 
of a UIL regional playoff game between the Katy Tigers and King Panthers at 
Legacy Stadium in Katy. Above: Katy's Ty Kana makes the stop on Tompkins #21 
Caleb Blocker during a game between Katy Tigers and Tompkins Falcons at Legacy 
Stadium in Katy. 

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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