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GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Katy Municipal Judge Jeffrey C. Brashear administers the oath of office to Mayor Dusty Thiele Friday at City Hall. 

Thiele sworn in as Katy mayor
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Insurance executive William 
“Dusty” Thiele became Katy’s 
17th mayor Friday in a swear-
ing-in ceremony at City Hall.

In remarks made after he took 
his place in the mayor’s chair, 

Thiele jokingly thanked everyone 
who voted for him. The overflow 
crowd in the council chamber 
laughed, as Thiele was the only 
candidate to file for mayor.

Under recent voter-approved 
changes to the city charter, only 
the mayoralty was on the ballot 
this year. But because Thiele 

was the only candidate to file for 
the job, the city cancelled the 
election and declared him the 
winner.

Municipal Judge Jeffrey C. 
Brashear administered the oath 
of office. The mayoral term of 
office is three years.

Thiele, a Katy resident since 

1991, has held positions on 
several different city boards 
and commissions. He has also 
served on the city council. The 
circumstances of his service were 
unique. He served out the term 
of a Ward B council member but 

See MAYOR, page A3

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Perhaps it is not surprising that 
Winkie Ballas Jamail, artistic director for 
the new Katy Town Theatre, sings “hello” 
when she joins a telephone interview. 
She has been a voice performance coach 
for over 30 years.

Jamail grew up in Houston and moved 
to Katy seven years ago. She said within 
24 hours she was in love with the com-
munity. Marrena Anderson, her business 
partner, grew up in the Midwest and lived 
in various places as she and her family 
followed her husband’s career. They 
spent nine years in Tyler, where she was 
active in the Tyler Civic Theatre. She and 
her family moved to Cypress in 2020, and 
was introduced to Jamail through associ-
ations with Cy-Ranch High School.

Jamail and Anderson hit it off and 
decided to organize a community theater, 
featuring lessons and acting, movement, 
and voice for performing in musicals. 
Lessons would also include training for 
how to audition for roles.

Yet they realized that to really incor-
porate “community” into their idea, they 
should work with Katy city officials. They 
met with then-Mayor Bill Hastings before 
the pandemic. His encouragement led 
to them working with Kevin Browne, the 
city’s parks director. The classes will be 
held at Woodsland Park, 443 Danover 
Road.

Anderson said the park has a big con-
ference room where the classes will be 

KATY TOWN THEATRE

Winkie Ballas Jamail, right, artistic director for the new Katy Town Theatre, poses with 
Catherine Piskurich, one of her students. 

“We don’t need two Luciano Pavarottis.  
We need you. You can learn anything when  
you have the right tools. If you can talk,  
you can sing.” 

—Winkie Ballas Jamail, artistic director, Katy Town Theatre

New community 
theater to begin 
offering classes 
this summer

ERCOT told 
power plant 
to delay 
repairs before 
it failed
BY MITCHELL FERMAN
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

On Thursday, Texas’s 
power grid operator told 
at least one power plant to 
delay its scheduled repairs 
and keep operating to 
help meet demand during 
hotter-than-expected May 
weather.

The next day, the plant 
went offline anyway when 
some of its equipment 
stopped working properly, 
according to energy giant 
Calpine, which owns the 
plant. Calpine declined to 
identify the plant.

By just after 5 p.m. Fri-
day, the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas (ERCOT) 
announced that six power 
plants had gone down unex-
pectedly and asked Texans 
to turn up their thermo-
stats to 78 degrees for the 
weekend and avoid using 
large appliances during the 
hottest hours of the day to 
reduce strain on the power 
grid.

“We had a scheduled 
major maintenance outage 
beginning Friday, May 
13, but it was cancelled 
by ERCOT on May 12,” a 

Arrest 
made in 
tabernacle 
theft case
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

An arrest has been made in 
the case of a stolen tabernacle 
from St. Bartholomew Church, 
5356 11th St.

Christian James Meritt, 26, 
was arrest-
ed May 13 
for burglary 
of a build-
ing. At press 
time he was 
in custody 
in the Har-
ris County 
Jail with 
a $10,000 
bond.

Late on the evening of May 8, 
the tabernacle was stolen. Upon 
the discovery of the theft the next 
day, church officials notified the 
Katy Police.

Police learned that the taber-
nacle was left at a nearby busi-
ness located in the 3000 block of 
West Grand Parkway North. Upon 
reviewing the store surveillance 
video, police saw Meritt walking 
away from this business with the 
tabernacle before their arrival.

Police conducted surveillance 
of the area near the business and 
arrested Meritt. Police inter-
viewed him, and Meritt admitted 
to the burglary of the church. 
Detectives went to Meritt's home 
and found the contents of the 
tabernacle. However, the taberna-
cle itself was discarded by Meritt 
and has not been recovered.

The Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston, in a statement, 
praised the police’s work.

“Thanks to the police’s diligent 
efforts and skill, a suspect has 
been apprehended and charged 
with burglary,” the Archdiocese 
statement said. “It is our under-
standing the theft was not mo-
tivated by last week’s release of 
the draft Supreme Court opinion 
involving Roe v Wade.”

The tabernacle is a large, 
ornate container where the Holy 
Eucharist is stored. The Arhdio-
cese said efforts are ongoing to 
recover the tabernacle.

“In any case, such a theft 
beyond material price is im-

CHRISTIAN JAMES 
MERITT

See ARREST, page A3
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RESULTS 
ARE 

COMING!

For more information, contact Susan Rovegno at publisher@katytimes.com or 281-391-3141

Results publish June 23rd
(available in print and

online at KatyTimes.com) 

WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS!

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Judge Mike Engelhart Campaign which subscribes to the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices Act, George J. Engelhart, treasurer, P. O. Box 56386, Houston, TX 77256.

www.JudgeEngelhart.com

FOR
FIRST COURT OF 

APPEALS, PLACE 4

Mike

Engelhart
H

CIVIL JUDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Scream loudly
  5. Antidepressant (abbr.)
  8. The bill in a restaurant
11. Oblong pulpits
13. Adult female chicken
14. Abnormal breathing
15. Financial obligations
16. Belonging to a thing
17. Winged
18. Peoples
20. College hoops
      tournament
21. An informal body of
      friends
22. Region of the world
25. In an early way
30. Connected by kinship
31. Type of tree
32. Official order
33. Foundation for an idea
38. Small, faint constellation
41. Book lovers
43. Vegetable
45. Cabbage variety
47. A way to heal
49. Illuminated
50. Dish that features a stick
55. Insurance-related costs
      (abbr.)
56. Solid water
57. Soldier’s gear
59. “Uncle Buck” actress
      Hoffmann

60. Former measure of length
61. Arabic name meaning
      “spring”
62. Doctors’ group
63. Actress Susan
64. Appropriate

CLUES DOWN
  1. Cool!
  2. Hebrew unit of measure
  3. Swedish rock group
  4. College army
  5. Black eye
  6. One who stopped
      working
  7. Teach a value
  8. Rhythmic patterns
  9. “MASH” actor Alda
10. “Friday Night Lights”
      director
12. Midway between south
      and southeast
14. Indian musical pattern
19. Fulfill a desire
23. Water soaked soil
24. Brass instrument
25. Before
26. Popular color
27. Peyton’s little brother
28. Partner to cheese
29. Put onto
34. “Much __ about nothing”
35. A way to mend
36. Anger

37. Soviet Socialist Republic
39. Mobilized
40. Resembles an earlobe
41. Cut of meat
42. Nigerian people
44. Recently
45. Square stone building at
      Mecca
46. Adhere to orders

47. Adventure story
48. Marine bivalve mollusk
51. Retrospective analysis
      (abbr.)
52. Actor Pitt
53. Tibetan village
54. A way to change by
      heating
58. A beam of sunshine

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

COMMUNITY

American Legion Auxiliary to hand 
out poppies for Memorial Day

The American Legion Auxiliary will 
hand out poppies in preparation for Memo-
rial Day at these times, dates, and places:

• From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 26 at the 
Katy VA Clinic, 750 Westgreen Blvd.

• From 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 30 at 
Snappy’s Café and Grill, 5803 U.S. 90.

• From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 30 at 
Brookshire Brothers, 5249 Franz Road.

Poppies first became a symbol of 
remembrance for those who gave their 
lives during World War I and have been 
used since.

The auxiliary will be participating the 
June 4 Volunteer Fair at the Brookwood 
Community in Brookshire to share its 
opportunities for volunteering.

Friends of the Maud Smith Marks 
Library to hold monthly used book 

sale
The Friends of the Maud Smith Marks 

Library will hold a used book sale from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at the library, 1815 
Westgreen.

The friends will be hosting a presale 
viewing and sale for members from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. Friday. Annual memberships, 
which include presale access, can be 
purchased at the door for $10.

Proceeds support library programs 
offered to the community.

Books (adult or children’s, fiction, 
nonfiction, reference, foreign language, 
etc.) that you would like to donate to 
the sale are now being accepted. Please 
deposit them, during library hours, in the 
bins inside the entrance.

Library to host free seminar 
introducing its business databases

The Maud Smith Marks Library hosts a 
one-time introduction to its business da-
tabases. The event enables the public to 
learn more about the library’s Morning-
star Database, Small Business Reference 
Center, ValueLine Database, Data-Axle 
Reference Solutions, and more.

The event is at 6:30 p.m. June 1 at the 
library, 1815 Westgreen.

Applicants sought for Leadership 
Katy program

Leadership Katy, a civic leadership de-
velopment program of the Katy Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, is seeking applicants.

The program works to connect prom-
ising community leaders to explore and 
address key business and community 
issues in Katy.

Each year, individuals will be selected 
to participate in a nine-month program 
that meets once a month. Participants 

receive in-depth exposure to the issues 
facing the community through lectures, 
discussion groups, on-site visits, simu-
lations, and other leadership develop-
ment activities. The program enables 
participants to develop their leadership 
capacities, build strong relationships, and 
prepare themselves for the challenges of 
the years to come.

Tuition for the program is $2,500 
which covers all transportation, airfare, 
lodging, and meals. Leadership Katy 
will meet on the first Wednesday of each 
month unless otherwise noted.

Leadership Katy participants build the 
knowledge, confidence and motivation 
to become actively involved in promoting 
constructive change for the Katy area. 
Class members will grow in awareness 
and understanding of the challenges and 
issues facing our community. Leader-
ship Katy opens the door for enhanced 
corporate/organizational community 
involvement and visibility, develops valu-
able contacts and networks, and helps 
identify where strategic alliances might 
be formed. Employers and sponsoring or-
ganizations will see increased leadership 
and problem-solving skills in their em-
ployees who participate in the program. 
The community will experience immedi-
ate benefit from increased involvement 
on the part of the participants and will 
reap future benefits from the collective 
commitment to effective leadership by 
the graduates of Leadership Katy.

For more information and to apply, 
visit the website https://bit.ly/3MgAna6.

 —CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

BRIEFS

The Rotary Club of Katy made a $3,000 donation to the 3B Learning Center. Pictured are Kellie Sissom, Skip Conner, Byron 
Hebert, Lindsay Kerr, Dusty Thiele, Chris Harris and Kristin Searcy.

The Rotary Club of Katy made a $5,000 donation to Cape Hope. Pictured are Kellie Sissom, Skip Conner, Rocky Blair, David 
Maulsby, Ray Velselka, Nick Shrader, Stu Levin and Ken Burton.

State Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar was the featured 
speaker Thursday at 
the Rotary Club of 
Katy. Pictured are Keith 
Dalton, Skip Conner, 
Glenn Hegar, Ken 
Burton, Kellie Sissom 
and David Frishman.

PHOTOS BY HEATHER SCHUREN

The Rotary Club of Katy made a $5,000 donation to Child Advocates of Fort Bend. Pictured are Kellie Sissom, Sarah Martin, 
Krystal Vann, Rhonda Kuykendall, Snehal Johnson and Lisa Moore.

ROTARY 
CLUB  
MEETS

JOYCE CHRISS

Volunteers Edna Rakoski, Lynn Kendal, and Marjorie 
Reese prepare books for the bi-annual Friends of the Katy 
Library book sale. Proceeds from the sale, which took 
place Saturday at the library, benefit programs offered 
at the library. 
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measurably hurtful to the 
Archdiocese and speaking 
theologically, is sacrile-
gious,” the Archdiocese said.

The Archdiocese 
expressed its gratitude to 
the police and asked for 
continued prayers both for 
the parish and all involved 
in the matter.

Archdiocese of Gal-
veston-Houston serves 
1.7 million Catholics in 10 
counties. It is the largest 
Roman Catholic diocese in 
Texas and the 5th largest in 
the United States.

Questions to ask yourself about retirement.
• Do I have enough saved to last a lifetime?

• Have I considered out-of-pocket medical expenses?
• How much will I be able to spend when I no longer work?
• Do I understand the difference between accumulation and decumulation?
• How much risk can I reasonably tolerate, and more importantly, how much risk can I afford?
• Will I need long-term care in the future? How will I pay for it?
• Do I have a good grasp of issues such as inflation and longevity risk?
• Have I partnered with a competent, trustworthy advisor who has the skills and training to 
design the best strategy for me? 

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization committed to a fully 
transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Meet Tim Davis, RICP®,
CLU, Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.
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ARREST

held. It also has an outdoor 
pavilion should people want 
to move things outside. 
Eventually, the hope is that 
musicals can be staged there.

“There’s enough room 
inside the facility where we 
can house everyone for class-
es,” Anderson said. “We’re 
looking forward to our part-
nership with Katy.”

Jamail shares that excite-
ment.

“It turned into, let’s do 
this with the city because 
there’s a need there,” Jamail 
said. “There’s a need for a 
well-run community theater 
with professional teach-
ing, but at the same time, a 
community theatre. It should 
be fun.”

Katy Town Theatre is now 
accepting registrations for 
students, ages 8-15, looking 
for training in voice, stage 
acting, and moving about on 
a stage. More information is 
on the website katytownt-
heatre.com. But Jamail was 
quick to say that the theatre 
is looking for registrations, 
and not auditions.

When it was suggested 
that a singer might be afraid 
to apply because he doesn’t 
have the talent to sing as well 
as an opera star, Jamail was 
reassuring.

“I’m so glad you don’t 
sing like somebody else,” 
Jamail said. “We don’t need 
two (Luciano) Pavarottis. 
We need you. You can learn 
anything when you have the 
right tools. If you can talk, 
you can sing. I’ve been teach-
ing for 30 years. There was a 
lady who came to me, and 
she was embarrassed that 
she couldn’t carry a tune. Six 
weeks later, she was singing 
in her church choir because 
that was her goal. If you are 
a person who wants to get 
up and sing, then get up and 
sing. The gift needs to be 
developed, that’s all.”

Expanding on her story 
about the lady who became 
a singer in her church choir, 
Jamail said she has had 
students who when singing 
contest over others with 
natural talent because they 
worked at it.

“I do not audition my stu-
dents,” Jamail said. “If they’ve 
got the desire so strong, they 
find me, they pick up the 
phone, they show up for the 
lessons, and that’s all I need 
to know because they have 
the desire. So much of it is 
about what your belief in 
yourself. Do you see yourself 
up there? For that to happen, 
you need to be working with 
people who believe in you.”

from page A1
THEATER

Calpine spokesperson said 
in a statement, adding that 
May is a “shoulder month” 
during which power gener-
ators historically take power 
plants offline to do repairs 
and maintenance during 
cooler weather.

But this month has 
been warmer than most 
Mays of the past decade, 
leading to higher electric-
ity demand and causing 
ERCOT to scramble to keep 
as many plants operating as 
possible.

Several other power 
plants broke down Friday 
and couldn’t produce elec-
tricity after agreeing — at 
ERCOT’s request — to post-
pone planned maintenance 
shutdowns, said Michele 
Richmond, who represents 
power plants across the 
state as executive director 
of the Texas Competitive 
Power Advocates.

That contradicts what 
the grid operator said 
Friday, when an ERCOT 
spokesperson told The 
Texas Tribune that main-
tenance delays did not 
cause any of the six power 
plant failures. On Tuesday, 
an ERCOT spokesperson 
said he was checking on 
whether power plant repair 
delays requested by ER-
COT led to Friday’s plant 
outages.

ERCOT’s public state-
ment said that “six power 
generation facilities tripped 
offline resulting in the loss 
of approximately 2,900 MW 
of electricity”—enough to 
power more than 580,000 
homes. “At this time, all re-
serve generation resources 
available are operating.”

The brief statement 
raised more questions than 
it answered and didn’t 
address the plants’ loca-
tions, whether they were 
all offline at the same time 
and why they unexpectedly 
failed. The weekend passed 
without major power 
disruptions, as several of 
the downed plants returned 
online by Saturday.

Richmond said ERCOT 
is “taking a top-down 
approach” in determining 
when to tell companies to 
delay needed repairs and 
“doesn’t take into ac-
count what these complex 
machines need to make 
sure they get maintenance 
done.”

“When you start to 
tell generators during the 
season they’re supposed 
to be doing maintenance 
that they can’t, then you’re 
trying to squeeze more out 
of plants than what is safe 
and reliable,” she added.

ERCOT approves 
planned maintenance 
requests from energy com-
panies months and even 
years in advance because of 
the complexity of the work 
and the need to maintain a 
minimum level of genera-
tion capacity at all times.

Over recent weeks, 
portable toilets, tents and 
large cargo containers 
have been assembled at 
power plants across Texas 
for repair crews that allow 
the facilities to run at full 
strength during the hot 
Texas summer.

Dozens of contract 
workers at many sites erect 
scaffolding — some even 
bring in cranes to move 
heavier equipment — and 
take apart the plants’ 
turbines and fix rotating 
blades. Depending on the 
scope of the work, a plant 
can be down for days or 
weeks.

“Our companies want 
to be on in the heat of sum-
mer, our companies want to 
be on when customers need 
us to provide power,” Rich-
mond said. “We also want 
to do it reliably and safely. 
Part of reliability of a power 
plant is taking scheduled 
maintenance to not only 

run safely but run at max 
performance, just like you 
don’t want to do mainte-
nance on your car when 
you’re on a cross-country 
road trip.”

Daniel Cohan, a pro-
fessor of civil and environ-
mental engineering at Rice 
University, questioned how 
the power plants that have 
been forced to delay main-
tenance will perform when 
the worst of the Texas heat 
arrives this summer.

“I’m concerned with 
how hard those plants have 
been run and that mainte-
nance has been deferred to 
run the grid conservatively,” 
Cohan said, describing 
ERCOT’s approach since 
last year’s freeze of having a 
larger cushion of power re-
serve available. “It remains 
to be seen how much more 
vulnerable that leaves us to 
summer outages.”

ERCOT on Monday 
released its forecast for 
summer electricity de-
mand. The agency expects 
record-breaking electricity 
demand of 77,317 mega-
watts. ERCOT said it has 
beefed up the amount of 

reserve power available to 
the grid and it “is expected 
to have sufficient installed 
generating capacity to serve 
peak demands in the up-
coming summer season.”

The Public Utility Com-
mission of Texas, which 
is in charge of ERCOT, is 
considering a new rule that 
could shorten the mainte-
nance season when plants 
can go offline for repairs. 
The new rule is based on 
a provision in Senate Bill 
3, the state Legislature’s 
response to last year’s 
freeze, when millions of 
people were without power 
for days in subfreezing 
temperatures and hundreds 
died after a combination of 
cold weather and skyrock-
eting energy demand shut 
down power plants as well 
as the natural gas facilities 
that supply them with fuel.

Richmond said the new 
rule is flawed because it 
doesn’t outline specific 
metrics to tell ERCOT when 
a plant needs maintenance, 
which she said could be 
a problem with a shorter 
maintenance season.

Officials from multiple 

power companies con-
tacted by the Tribune this 
week questioned whether 
the rule would give them 
enough time to make nec-
essary repairs during main-
tenance season because 
there are a limited number 
of qualified repair crews 
and they travel the coun-
try repairing power plants 
during the milder months 
of the year. The companies 
asked not to be identi-
fied because power plant 
outage details have not yet 
been publicly disclosed by 
ERCOT.

Cohan said Texans 
can expect to see hotter 
temperatures in the coming 
decades because of climate 
change, which will put 
more pressure on the state’s 
aging power plants.

“You need to do main-
tenance sometime, and 
we’ve seen our vulnerability 
to winter freezes and we 
know our peaks most often 
happen in summer heat 
waves,” Cohan said. “That 
really leaves it to the fall 
and spring as the seasons 
when you need to do main-
tenance.”

did not seek election in his own right 
to that seat.

After his council term ended, 
Thiele moved to Ward A. In Novem-
ber 2020, Ward A Council Member 
Frank Carroll resigned his seat, and 
then-Mayor Bill Hastings appointed 
Thiele to serve the remainder of Car-
roll’s term. Thiele served but did not 
seek election in his own right to that 
seat. Dan Smith holds that seat today.

Thiele succeeds Hastings, who 
retired after one term in office. Hast-
ings’s retirement ends a remarkable 
47-year public service career, which 
included serving as mayor and police 
chief, among other roles. Thiele and 
council members paid tribute to 
Hastings and remembered his accom-
plishments.

Hastings served as the city’s third 

police chief before retiring from that 
role and winning election as mayor in 
2019. In deference to his police service, 
Police Chief Noe Diaz presented 
Hastings with a special Katy Police De-
partment badge. Diaz said the badge 
design was changed a few years ago 
and the badge given to Hastings—the 
only one of its kind—says “retired.”

Hastings said he and his wife 
Susan, who recently retired from her 
role at Katy Christian Ministries, were 
moving to a house near Lake Living-
ston, but would remain involved in 
Katy affairs. Hastings said a partic-
ular passion of his is Leyendecker’s 
Landing, a city water retention facility 
named in honor of longtime city engi-
neer David Leyendecker, who died in 
2020. The city dedicated Leyendecker 
Landing in April.

from page A1
MAYORMAYORS OF KATY

Since Katy’s incorporation as a city in 1945, 
seventeen men have served as mayor. Here is a 
list of Katy’s mayors.

1. C.L. Baird, 1946-47
2. O. Miller, 1947-63
3. J. E. Hudgens, 1963-67
4. C.E. Freeman, 1967-69
5. M.E. Watts, 1969-71
6. Dan Cox, 1971-79
7. John G. Morrison, 1979-83
8. John L. “Johnny” Nelson, 1983-87
9. Ward A. Stanberry, 1988-91
10. J.W. “Skip” Conner, 1991-95
11. M.H. “Hank” Schmidt, 1995-2001
12. Doyle Callender, 2001-07
13. Donald “Don” Elder Jr., 2007-13
14. Fabol R. Hughes, 2013-17
15. Charles A. “Chuck” Brawner, 2017-19
16. William M. “Bill” Hastings, 2019-22
17. William "Dusty" Thiele, 2022-present

Source: Katy city secretary’s office

from page A1
POWER

Curt Terry, plant 
manager at Vistra 
Corp.’s Midlothian 
power plant, 
gave a media 
tour in October 
to explain the 
weatherization 
process. Six 
Texas power 
plants failed 
unexpectedly on 
Friday as a heat 
wave hit the 
state.

SHELBY TAUBER/THE 
TEXAS TRIBUNE



After all these years, my dad 
inspires me still.

As I write this, the 
almost 89-year-old fellow is 
fighting to get back onto his feet as 
stenosis, bad knees and general old 
age are wearing him down.

But though his body shows 
wear and tear, his mind remains as 
agile as his sense of humor.

And as he fights his daily 
battles, he continues to inspire his 
children.

The old saying “actions speak 
louder than words” applies 
perfectly to my dad.

He never was much for talking, 
but he is the biggest action figure 
I’ve ever known.

He worked long, hard hours 
every day at Bell Telephone and 
took overtime work almost every 
holiday I can remember to provide 
for us the best way he knew how.

He never did much for himself.
His greatest indulgences 

included a weekly case of Pabst 
Blue Ribbon and keeping a $5 bill 
in his wallet so he could get hot 
coffee on cold days.

His actions spoke clearly to his 
kids: “I’m not a sophisticated man, 
but I love you with all my heart and 
I will always take care of you.”

When he spoke actual words, 
he always began with three: “For 
Godsakes, Betty…”

Betty is his preferred name for 
my mother, Elizabeth. He met her 

in high school when he was 16.
He told me again last week he 

knew immediately he would marry 
her and they did marry five years 
later.

Now they have six children, 
17 grandchildren and nine great 
grandchildren.

Marriage is hard. Family is 
hard. Our clan wasn’t spared 
the challenges, setbacks and 
disagreements every family faces.

But the one constant that got 
us through is that my father deeply 
loves my mother. He dotes on her. 
He’s lost without her.

After more than 70 years 
together, my dad told me his heart 
still beats fast when my mother 
walks into the room—that they still 
hold hands every single night as 
they fall asleep.

A child is the last person on 
Earth to accurately evaluate his 
parents’ relationship. Theirs is 
intense and sometimes confusing 
to us—but, goodness, they love 
each other.

That is one of the best gifts 
parents can give their kids. My 

parents gave us a genuine love 
story—and here I am at 60 and 
they’re sharing their love story with 
me still.

And my father is inspiring me 
still.

He’s in pain every day. The most 
basic tasks are becoming harder.

Sometimes, the frustration gets 
to him, but most days he displays 
incredible grace as he jokes, 
“Getting old ain’t for the weak!”

I share his influence on me 
because I know how important he 
has been in shaping me and my 
sisters into the people we are.

I think of all of the kids, 
particularly boys, who are getting 
into trouble because they do not 
have a father whose actions could 
inspire and guide them to positive 
outcomes in life.

My sisters and I are not perfect, 
but we work hard to be good 
people and good spouses, parents 
and neighbors.

And now, as our parents age, it 
is our turn to repay them—our turn 
for our actions to be louder than 
our words by showing:

“We’re not sophisticated 
people, but we love you with all 
our heart and we will always take 
care of you.”

Tom Purcell is an author and 
humor columnist for the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review. Email him at 
Tom@TomPurcell.com.
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Fatherly inspiration key
to learning the art of grace

Honest, I’m going to 
write a book chockful 
of random thoughts 

someday (my more serious 
book about religion is already 
available on Amazon), but 
deadline pressures keep forcing 
me to cannibalize my ideas for 
this column instead.

For instance, do you get con-
fused by the (microscopic and/
or smeared) “sell by” and “best 
if used by” labels on products? 
“Best if used by November 
2022.” “Best if used by July 
2023.” Considering the sodium 
and sugar content in most of 
the products, maybe the labels 
should announce, “Best if used 
by the jerk whose widow you 
would like to marry in about 
five years.”

Why do we waste our time 
soliciting highly subjective 
information from the people 
in our lives? A business owner 
can ask how things went in 
his absence. One employee 
will start flailing his arms and 
announce his honest percep-
tion, “All hell broke loose!” 
Another will adopt the British 
“stiff upper lip” and sincerely 
assure the boss, “We had a trifle 
of increased activity.” A good 
surveillance camera system 
would solve the discrepancies. 
Of course, there might be some 
conflicting cost estimates. 
(“It’ll cost an arm and a leg!” “It 
already paid for itself when you 
were a gleam in your father’s 
eye!”)

Can movies and TV shows 
drop the term “safehouse” 
when the police or CIA are 
talking about a location to 
stash a witness? As soon as the 
authorities utter the word “safe-
house,” it’s a “double dog dare 
you” for terrorists and mob-
sters. The situation could get 
worse only if the feds promised 
witnesses, “You’ll be snug here, 
but you’ll have to share a room 
with a gaggle of red-shirted 
Enterprise crew members.”

I understand that doctors 
glean a modicum of useful 
information from the standard 
“How would you rate your 
pain – on a scale from 1 to 10?” 
question, but surely, we could 
start lopping off numbers from 
each end of the spectrum. I 
mean, “1” sounds like you’re 
bragging or in denial. And “10” 
carries the connotation of “As 
soon as you turn your back, 
I’m stealing your prescription 
pad and getting sweet relief! 

And why didn’t you ask me 
about the pain before the 
waiting-room chairs and the 
weigh-in???”

Are anthropologists for real? 
They can find a single tooth in 
an excavation and breathlessly 
declare, “This belonged to a 
redheaded Neanderthal named 
Gronk, but his friends all called 
him ‘Buddy.’ He slept on his 
left side, thought cirrocumulus 
clouds looked like mastodon 
flatulence and always flipped 
his lucky pebble to decide 
whether it was a hunting day 
or a gathering day.” But let the 
anthropologist’s spouse ask 
something like, “Did you see 
that tramp Staci spilling out 
of her tight blouse?” and it’s 
“Really? I hadn’t noticed.”

I hate people who try to talk 
you into things you immedi-
ately recognize as bad ideas. 
“Don’t knock it until you’ve 
tried it.” But if you can’t beat 
‘em, join ‘em. I’ll get my 
revenge as soon as my fur-
niture arrives from the state 
pen. (“Welcome. I’ve saved 
you a spot of honor in my new 
easy chair. Go ahead, give Old 
Smokey a try. Don’t knock it 
until you’ve tried it.”)

Thanks for letting me rob 
Tyree to pay Tyree. Darn. I 
should’ve used that one in my 
religion book. (Best if used be-
fore the Four Horsemen arrive.)

Danny Tyree welcomes email 
responses at tyreetyrades@aol.
com and visits to his Facebook 
fan page “Tyree’s Tyrades.”

Care for some 
stolen random 

thoughts?
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I hate people who try to 
talk you into things you 
immediately recognize 

as bad ideas. “Don’t 
knock it until you’ve 

tried it.” “Don’t knock 
it until you’ve tried it.” 
But if you can’t beat 

‘em, join ‘em. I’ll get my 
revenge as soon as my 
furniture arrives from 

the state pen.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894

ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS
 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404

PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
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FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

taxss.com info@taxss.com                281-578-1040

Call us for a FREE 15-min consultation.
We solve tax problems.

Tired of paying too much? We can help!
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Baby formula shortage is making low-income mothers 
struggle to pay for a product usually covered by the state
BY JASON BEEFERMAN
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Each day, Ashley Beattie 
and her fiancé spend hours 
driving around Bell County 
looking for baby formula 
to feed her eight-month-
old son. First H-E-B, then 
Walmart, then Target. She 
searches until she can find 
something.

On Tuesday, a friend 
alerted her that there were 
eight cans of Enfamil Gen-
tlease at a nearby Sam’s Club. 
The brand meant Beattie, one 
of nearly 200,000 Texas moms 
whose lower income quali-
fies her to have her formula 
purchases paid for through 
the Texas Women, Infant and 
Children, or WIC, program, 
had to quickly calculate how 
much that would put her 
budget behind yet again.

“I feel stressed,” Beattie 
said. “It's hard, it's a lot of 
money being taken out of 
pocket.”

Since February, parents 
across the country have been 
dealing with scarce supplies 
of baby formula after Abbott 
Nutrition, one of the four 
major manufacturers of U.S. 
baby formula, issued a Feb-
ruary recall due to bacterial 
contamination resulting in a 
shutdown of its plant in Stur-
gis, Michigan. Many families 
have taken to their social 
media feeds to help locate 
stores with formula.

Texas is being hit partic-
ularly hard with 52% of baby 

formula out of stock as of May 
1 — the third worst in the 
nation according to the retail 
software company Datasem-
bly. Both Houston and San 
Antonio are among the U.S. 
metro areas hit hardest by the 
shortage, with Houston the 
second worst in the U.S. at a 
52.5% out of stock rate, the 
data firm said.

But for WIC moms like 
Beattie, the problem is even 
worse. Similac, made by 
Abbott, was the brand she 
was initially told to buy with 
her Texas WIC card. Although 
Texas Health and Human 
Services added 75 alternative 
standard formula options 
within the first week after the 
Abbott recall in February, 
word has not trickled down 
to WIC users contacted by 
The Texas Tribune.

Adding to the confusion is 

the fact that moms in differ-
ent counties are being offered 
different guidance on what 
they can purchase with their 
WIC cards. That’s because, 
according to HHSC, local 
WIC offices are telling their 
clients what to buy based on 
local supply levels.

And even though the 
state has relaxed what WIC 
moms can buy through the 
program, expanding the for-
mula list to 90 brands, that’s 
not the message some moms 
are getting from their local 
offices. So they’re taking what 
they can find and paying for it 
themselves.

For Beattie, that meant 
that on Tuesday, she grabbed 
the available cans of Enfamil 
Gentlease she found at Sam’s 
Club. She calculates that she 
has been spending almost 
$500 a month for formula 

and has had to cut back on 
her family’s other groceries. 
Sometimes, she says she 
finds one of the brands cov-
ered by WIC, but it’s always 
in a size larger than the 20 
ounce she has been told by 
the state to buy.

For low-income moth-
ers across Texas, the new 
expense is coming at a time 
of surging inflation, when 
family budgets are already 
strained by rising food costs 
and soaring gas prices.

“This is the worst timing 
for this situation,” said Rachel 
Cooper, a senior policy 
analyst at Every Texan, the 
left-leaning policy group. 
“This would be complicated 
and confusing no matter 
what, but when food prices 
in general are through the 
roof, WIC’s ability to cover 
formula becomes even more 
important.”

Texas Health and Human 
Services Commission 
spokesperson Tiffany Young 
told the Tribune that Texas 
WIC employees have been 
in constant communication 
with both the families they 
serve and local WIC clinics 
about the changing formula 
purchase rules. The agency 
relies on a text-messaging 
system to push out the latest 
information to their clients.

“At this time, the Texas 
WIC program and the con-
tract formula company is cov-
ering the cost of almost any 
brand or size of standard milk 
or soy based infant formula 

that families can find,” Young 
told the Tribune in an email.

She said that if WIC clients 
had any questions about 
whether formula purchases 
they should go to the Texas 
WIC website or check with 
the local clinics in their area. 
Texans can use this link to 
check if their baby formula 
was included in the recall.

Nataly Romero, 20, is a 
new mother of a 1-year-old 
who lives in Baytown and 
they’re enrolled in the Texas 
WIC program. At her doctor’s 
direction, she had recently 
begun the transition from 
formula by adding milk to 
her baby’s diet. She said she 
spends hours after work 
looking for formula that she 
still needs to feed him.

Romero says she heard 
about the opportunity to 
switch brands after her friend 
sent her an article detail-
ing how Texas WIC would 
now be covering different 
formulas after the recall. 
Although Texas HHSC has 
said the agency has sent texts 
to WIC mothers about the 
relaxing of what brands can 
be purchased, Romero says 
she never got one.

Beattie, Romero and 
Valencia all said beyond 
being costly, the shortage has 
caused them so much stress.

“Moms panic,” Romero 
said. “You want to have food 
for your baby.”

This article has been edited 
for length. Alexa Ura contrib-
uted to this report.

BRIANA VARGAS/THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Nataly Romero, who has been having trouble finding baby formula, holds her son 
Alex in their Baytown home on May 12, 2022. 
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TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND PARTIES:

Curry Rail Services, Inc., has applied to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for: 
Amendment of Permit 19134 This application would 
authorize modification of the Railcar Manufacturing
and Repair Plant located at 17000 Premium 
Drive, Hockley, Harris County, Texas 77447. This
application is being processed in an expedited
manner, as allowed by the commission’s rules in
30 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 101,
Subchapter J. Additional information concerning
this application is contained in the public notice
section of this newspaper.

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS AND PARTIES:

PowerSecure, Inc., has applied to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for 
issuance of Proposed Air Quality Permit Number 
167533, which would authorize construction of an 
Electric Power Generator located at 22165 Farm To 
Market Road 529, Katy, Harris County, Texas 77493.  
Additional information concerning this application
is contained in the public notice section of this
newspaper.

BUYING OR SELLING?BUYING OR SELLING?
Find it in theFind it in the
KATY TIMESKATY TIMES
Classifieds!Classifieds!

Call 281-391-3141Call 281-391-3141
to place your adto place your ad

Here’s what to know about voting in the May 24 runoff
BY MARÍA MÉNDEZ AND ALEXA URA
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

What do I need to know  
about mail-in voting?

n How do I know if I’m eligible  
     to vote by mail? 

This option is fairly limited in Texas. 
You’re allowed to vote by mail only if:

• You will be 65 years old or older by 
election day.

• You will not be in your county for the 
entire span of voting, including early voting.

• You cite a sickness or disability that 
prevents you from voting in person without 
needing personal assistance or without the 
likelihood of injuring your health.

• You’re expected to give birth within 
three weeks before or after election day.

• You are confined in jail but otherwise 
eligible (i.e., not convicted of a felony).

n What identification do I need to vote 
     by mail?

The Texas Legislature last year created 
new identification requirements for voting 
by mail that require voters to provide their 
driver’s license or state ID number or, if 
they haven’t been assigned those, the last 
four digits of their Social Security number 
on both the application for a ballot and the 
envelope used to return a completed ballot. 
If they don’t have either, voters can also 
indicate they have not been issued that iden-
tification.

More than 24,000 Texans lost their votes 
in the March primary because roughly 12.4% 
of mail-in ballots were rejected under the 
new voting law. The secretary of state’s office 
said it’s critical for voters to remember to 
add a license or ID number to their ballots.

“The issue that we saw was a lot of people 
just left that number off on the mailing bal-
lots,” Taylor said.

Ahead of the March primary, hundreds of 
voters’ applications for mail-in ballots were 
also rejected, in some cases because they 
provided a license number that the state 
didn’t have on file. As of Dec. 20, a reported 
493,823 registered voters didn’t have a driv-
er’s license on file, which is the first number 
voters are asked to provide on both applica-
tions to register to vote and applications to 
vote by mail. The secretary of state has sug-
gested contacting your local voter registrar 
to ask about how to add one of the required 
numbers to your voter registration record.

Other voting advocates suggest voters 
include both their driver’s license or state 
ID number and the last four digits of their 
Social Security number, if they have both, to 
avoid issues.

n Does lack of immunity to COVID-19 
     qualify as a disability during the 
     pandemic?

While a lack of immunity to COVID-19 
alone does not allow a voter to request a bal-
lot based on disability, the Texas Supreme 
Court ruled in 2020 that it was up to voters 
to decide if that lack of immunity, combined 
with their medical history, allows them to 
meet the state’s eligibility criteria.

Take note that the Texas election code’s 
definition for disability is broader than other 
federal definitions. A voter is eligible to vote 
by mail if they have a “sickness or physical 
condition” that prevents them from voting 
in person without the likelihood of “needing 
personal assistance or of injuring the voter’s 
health.” It’s up to the voter to decide this, 
and election officials don’t have the authori-
ty to question a voter’s reasoning.

n What kind of postage do I need to return 
     my mail-in ballot?

It depends on where you live. Postage for 
mail-in ballots will vary by county because 
the style and size of the ballot could be vastly 
different from county to county — and some 
counties may pay postage for you. Local 
elections offices should have the specifics 
once ballots are finalized. That said, if you 
don’t have enough postage, your ballot is 
not supposed to be returned to you. Instead, 
the Postal Service is supposed to deliver the 
ballot and bill the county for the insufficient 
or missing postage.

n What if there’s an issue with my 
     mail-in ballot?

Texas will allow voters to correct their 
mail-in ballots if they are at risk of being 
rejected for a technical error, including 
missing information or signatures. This also 
applies to issues with the applications for 
those ballots. County officials are responsi-
ble for alerting voters if there is a defect with 
their application or ballot.

Voters can use a new online ballot tracker 
to check the status of both their application 
to vote by mail and their ballot. The tracker 
can also be used to make corrections. You 
can access the tracker here.

What do I need to know  
about going to the polls?

n How does primary voting work?
Primary elections are used to desig-

nate who will be a party’s candidate in the 
general election in each race, so you’ll be 
selecting among members of the same party 
in casting your vote.

At the polls, you’ll have to choose 
whether you want to vote in the Republican 
or Democratic primary if you didn’t vote in 
the March 1 election. If you did, you have to 
stick to the same party. Some counties will 
host what’s known as a joint primary, which 
means everyone checks in at the same desk 
and uses the same voting machines. In other 
counties, there will be separate check-in 
stations and lines for either party.

n How can I find which polling places 
     are near me?

County election offices are supposed to 
post on their websites information on poll-
ing locations for election day and during the 
early voting period by May 3. The secretary 
of state’s website will also have information 
on polling locations closer to the start of vot-
ing. However, polling locations may change, 
so be sure to check your county’s election 
website before going to vote.

n What form of ID do I need to bring?
You’ll need one of seven types of valid 

photo ID to vote in Texas:
• A state driver’s license (issued by the 

Texas Department of Public Safety).
• A Texas election identification certifi-

cate (issued by DPS).
• A Texas personal identification card 

(issued by DPS).
• A Texas license to carry a handgun 

(issued by DPS).
• A U.S. military ID card with a personal 

photo.
• A U.S. citizenship certificate with a 

personal photo.
• A U.S. passport.

n What if I don’t have a valid photo ID? 
Voters can still cast votes if they sign a 

form swearing that they have a “reasonable 
impediment” from obtaining a proper photo 

ID. However, those voters will also have to 
present one of the following types of identi-
fication:

• A valid voter registration certificate.
• A certified birth certificate.
• A document confirming birth admis-

sible in a court of law that establishes your 
identity (which may include a foreign birth 
document).

• A copy of or an original current utility 
bill, bank statement, government check, 
paycheck or other document that shows the 
voter’s name and address. (Any government 
document that contains a voter’s photo must 
be an original.)

n What does the pandemic mean 
     for voting in this election?

You’ll likely see many of the same pre-
cautions we’ve grown accustomed to over 
the last few years, including guidelines for 
social distancing, plastic barriers and regular 
cleaning. Poll workers may be wearing face 
masks and other protective equipment, but 
masks are not required for voters, though 
health officials still recommend wearing 
masks in indoor public places in areas with 
high transmission rates.

n What if I was planning to vote in 
     person, but I have been diagnosed
      with COVID-19?

If you have contracted COVID-19 or are 
exhibiting symptoms, consider requesting 
an emergency early voting ballot or using 
curbside voting.

Emergency ballot: These ballots can be 
requested if you become sick or disabled 
close to an election and are unable to go to a 
polling place on election day. To qualify, you 
must designate a representative to submit 
an application in person on your behalf and 
have a certified doctor’s note. The applica-
tion must be received by your county’s early 
voting clerk before 5 p.m. on election day.

Your ballot must be returned by the same 
designated representative before 7 p.m. on 
election day to be counted. Contact your 
county elections office for more details 
about an emergency early voting ballot due 
to sickness or disability.

Curbside voting: You can also contact 
your county elections office to determine 
if you’re eligible for curbside voting, which 

must be made available at every polling 
place. Some counties have designated 
parking spots for curbside voters, while 
others use a doorbell-like system so poll 
workers know to bring out a portable voting 
machine.

n What dates do I need to know?
Early voting in person runs from May 

16-20.

n Where am I allowed to vote early?
Voters can cast ballots at any polling loca-

tion in the county where they are registered 
to vote. Check your county elections office’s 
website for early voting locations.

n Who is eligible to vote early?
Anyone who is registered to vote may 

vote early, but it must be done in person 
unless you qualify to vote by mail.

Election day is May 24. 
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 

election day.

n Are polling locations the same 
     on election day as they are during early 
     voting?

Not always. It’s recommended to check 
the open polling locations in your area 
before you head out to cast your ballot. In 
some counties, election day voting may be 
restricted to locations in your designated 
precinct. Other counties allow voters to cast 
their ballot at any polling place on election 
day.

n How do I check if I’m registered to vote?
You can check to see if you’re registered 

and verify your information through the 
Texas secretary of state’s website.

You’ll need one of the following three 
combinations to log in:

• Providing your Texas driver’s license 
number and date of birth.

• Providing your first and last names, date 
of birth and what county you reside in.

• Providing your date of birth and Voter 
Unique Identifier, which appears on your 
voter registration certificate.

n By when do I need to mail my ballot?
The deadline for mail-in ballots to be re-

turned to the county is election day, which is 
May 24. If they’re postmarked by 7 p.m. that 
day, they’ll be counted if they’re received by 
the county by 5 p.m. May 25.

Absentee ballots also can be delivered 
to the county elections office in person with 
a valid form of ID while polls are open on 
election day.

Completed ballots from military or over-
seas voters are accepted if they’re received 
by May 31. (Military and overseas voters can 
go through a different ballot request and 
return process.)

n What’s on the ballot?
Voters will make the final call in Dem-

ocratic and Republican primary races 
that were left undecided after the March 1 
election.

In crowded primary elections in which 
no candidate won more than 50% of votes, 
the two candidates with the most votes will 
appear on the ballot for the runoff.

The runoff winners will become their 
party’s pick for the November general elec-
tion, during which they’ll face the candi-
date from the opposing party and possible 
Libertarian, Green Party and independent 
candidates.

This year, 50 primary races are headed 
to runoffs. This includes statewide races for 
the elected offices of Texas attorney general, 
lieutenant governor, land commissioner, 
comptroller and railroad commissioner.

Voters may also see runoff elections for 
representatives for their districts in the Texas 
House, Texas Senate, State Board of Educa-
tion and Congress. If you share your address 
below, we’ll show you the candidates you get 
to vote for. (Don’t worry: We don’t store your 
information.)

n Who can vote in the runoffs?
If you voted in the March 1 primary, you 

can cast your vote only in runoff races for 
the same party.

“If you vote in, say, the Democratic Party 
primary, you have to vote in the Democratic 
Party's primary runoff. You can't switch to 
the Republican runoff,” said Sam Taylor, 
a spokesperson for the Texas secretary of 
state’s office.

If you didn’t vote in the March primaries 
this year, you can choose to vote in either 
the Democratic or Republican runoffs but 
must be registered to vote 30 days before 
the election, which is by the April 25 dead-
line.

If you voted in March, you remain regis-
tered, but make sure your address is up to 
date.

PEXELS

The Texas primary runoff election is set for May 24. Early voting has begun.
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Tompkins graduate appears in TV commercial
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

When it comes to a new challenge 
or adventure, Rimi—she prefers the 
use of her first name only—tends to 
jump in feet first.

The 2021 Tompkins High School 
graduate is appearing in a television 
ad for Famous Footwear, where she 
models Nike court shoes. She also 
models Nike sandals in a series of 
posters for Famous Footwear.

But landing such a job doesn’t 
come overnight. Remi said it took 
weeks to know whether she landed 
the job.

“People think it’s so easy,” Remi 
said. However, it is not. She has an 
agent, who submits her profile and 
demos to the appropriate producers.

“They call you back if they like 
you,” Remi said. “Thousands are sub-
mitted, and they call back the top 10, 
possibly the top five. It is a very hard 
and difficult path.”

The commercial was filmed last 
November in Cedar Park, an Austin 
suburb. Additional filming was done 
in Coupland, which sits just north of 
Austin. Rimi’s mother, Hetal Ejner, 
accompanied her and took some 
photos of her daughter as the com-
mercial was being made.

Rimi likes to keep an open mind 
about things. She served as both a 
volunteer baseball coach and umpire 
for the past several years. But she 
could not say whether she liked one 
professional team or another.

“They all have a lesson for us in 
their own special, unique way,” Rimi 
said. She also enjoys reading, but has 
no particular favorite author for the 
same reason.

She has continued her studies 

since graduating from Tompkins 
last year. Today, she is a freshman at 
Texas Tech University, where she is 
studying political science and sociol-
ogy. She has accumulated plenty of 
advanced placement credits before 
beginning college.

“I have more than enough hours 
to be a sophomore,” Remi said.

So far, her classes have been all 
online. She is not sure when she will 
continue her classes at the Lubbock 
campus. For the moment, studying 
online gives her a great chance to 

have more experiences.
“Maybe I can go into politics or 

government or journalism,” Remi 
said. “It’s a broad degree. There are 
lots of options for me out there. 
There is no guarantee for the future 
for anyone. Everything can change 
in a few days, and I might go into 
government or entertainment.”

She’s keeping her modeling 
options open as well. She still has her 
professional entertainment agent. It 
remains to be seen in which direc-
tion she will step.

PHOTOS BY HETAL EJNER

Rimi works with a television cameraman during the filming of a television commercial, above. At left,  
Rimi stands at her trailer before filming a Famous Footwear television commercial.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Katy ISD educator 
recognized as TASC high 

school advisor of the year
Mayde Creek High School 

Student Council Advisor Patricia 
“Patty” 
Wangler 
was recent-
ly recog-
nized by 
the Texas 
Associ-
ation of 
Student 
Councils 
(TASC) 
as the 
recipient of the 2022 Eddie G. 
Bull TASC State Advisor of the 
Year Award.

Wangler has been an advisor 
for 15 years, four of which have 
been in Katy ISD. She has guided 
her council team to numerous 
outstanding student council and 
sweepstakes awards. Wangler 
currently serves as the coordina-
tor of TASC District 13, as well as 
one of the directors of summer 
leadership workshops. She has 
worked with several Mayde 
Creek students who have held 
officer roles in TASC, including 
president of the Houston area 
association, and she is a former 
member of the TASC Board of 
Directors.

“Patty is an advocate for all 
students and always wants what 
is best for them,” Mayde Creek 
High School Principal Gina 
Cobb said. “She is a leader on 
our campus and her passion 
for the important work we do is 
contagious.”

“Ms. Wangler emits a sense 
of positive energy felt by even 
our newest council members,” 
Jonathan Huang, Mayde Creek 
student and TASC District 13 
president, said. “She pushes 
students and peers to be the best 
version of themselves and allows 
them to truly see what they are 
capable of doing. There can be 
no better person to represent the 
ideals of TASC.”

TASC is the largest student 
council organization in the 
United States. It helps develop 
leadership abilities in students, 
promotes democracy as a way of 
life and establishes and upholds 
high standards for local student 
councils.

Katy ISD names new 
assistant superintendent, 

principals for 2022-23 
school year

Katy school trustees Monday 
approved Emily Craig as the 
district’s newest assistant super-
intendent for secondary school 
leadership and Support.

Craig replaces Jeff Stocks, 
who will be retiring at the end of 
the school year.

Trustees also approved the 
naming of three new principals: 
Thea Wofford for Exley Elemen-

tary, Tanya Heard for Rylander 
Elementary and Jason Brown for 
Williams Elementary.

Craig began her career as an 
English teacher in 1997 at Spring 
Forest 
Middle 
School in 
the Spring 
Branch In-
dependent 
School Dis-
trict. That 
same year, 
she joined 
Katy High 
School 
and in 2003, she became a 
counselor at Memorial Parkway 
Junior High. Five years later, 
she became assistant principal 
at WoodCreek Junior High and 
returned to Memorial Parkway 
in 2014, where she has since 
served as principal. Since Craig 
took over at Memorial Parkway, 
the campus has consistently 
been in the top 10 middle school 
rankings in the Houston area, 
according to Niche. Additionally, 
Craig was named the Katy ISD 
Principal of the Year in 2021 and 
serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Texas Association of 
Secondary School Principals. 
Craig holds a bachelor’s degree 
in education from Auburn 
University, a master’s degree in 
counseling from the University 
of Houston at Victoria, and a 
principal certificate and doctor-
ate in educational leadership 
from the University of Houston 
at Clear Lake. 

Wofford is returning to Exley 
Elementa-
ry, where 
she began 
her edu-
cational 
career in 
2005. This 
time she’s 
joining 
Exley as 
its new 
principal. 
In 2016, she was named assistant 
principal at Alexander Elemen-
tary and in 2021 she joined Ad-
ams Junior High as its assistant 
principal. Wofford holds a bach-
elor’s degree from the University 
of Houston and master’s degree 
in educational administration 
from Lamar University.

Heard 
began her 
career 
as an 
educator 
in 1994 in 
Florissant, 
Mo., where 
she taught 
at both the 
elementary 
and junior 
high levels. In 1998, she came to 
Texas and took a position with 
Richardson Independent School 
District. Throughout her career, 
Heard has served as a team lead-

er, science teacher, instructional 
technology facilitator, educa-
tional instructional technology 
coordinator, dean of instruc-
tion and assistant principal at 
schools in the surrounding area. 
In 2020, Heard joined Katy ISD 
as assistant principal at Mayde 
Creek High School. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in liberal arts 
education from Monmouth 
College, a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology from the University 
of Missouri, a master’s degree 
in organizational management 
from the University of Phoenix in 
Dallas and a master’s degree in 
education administration from 
the University of Texas at Arling-
ton. She is currently pursuing a 
Doctorate in Executive Leader-
ship at Texas A&M University.

Brown began his teaching ca-
reer in 2003 in the Alief Indepen-
dent School District. In 2007, he 
accepted a 
position as 
a fourth-
grade 
teacher at 
Griffin Ele-
mentary in 
Katy ISD. 
He worked 
his way up 
to a lead-
ership role 
and became the assistant princi-
pal at Exley Elementary in 2008.  
He remained there for two years 
before being named Assistant 
Principal at Holland Elemen-
tary. Brown holds a bachelor’s 
degree in design from Clemson 
University and a master’s degree 
in educational management 
from the University of Houston 
at Clear Lake.

All individuals will assume 
their new roles this summer.

Harmony Public Schools 
Houston south and 

west districts announce 
graduation plans

Harmony Public Schools 
Houston south and west districts 
announce graduation plans for 
the Class of 2022.

High school graduations will 
be held on May 27 and May 28 at 
the Morris Cultural Arts Center 
at Houston Baptist University, 
7502 Fondren Road, in Houston. 
The specific times and dates for 
the graduation ceremonies are 
as follows:

• Harmony School of Innova-
tion - Sugar Land: 7 p.m. May 27.

• Harmony Science Acade-
my - Houston: 10:30 a.m. May, 
May 28.

• Harmony School of Innova-
tion - Katy: 3 p.m. May 28.

• Harmony School of Ingenu-
ity: 7:30 p.m. May 28.

All graduation ceremonies 
will be streamed live online at 
the website youtube.com/c/har-
monyschools.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS
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BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy school trustees want to 
give district teachers and staff a pay 
raise. How much of a raise remains 
to be seen.

Trustees Monday postponed 
a vote on proposal to grant a 3% 
raise, choosing instead to create a 
special subcommittee to work with 
superintendent Ken Gregorski to 
identify options for larger salary 
increases and how they would be 
funded. With a list of options hav-
ing been vetted by this subcommit-
tee, trustees would then vote how 
to proceed at their next meeting.

Board President Greg Schulte 
will appoint the subcommittee. 
Schulte said having the subcom-
mittee working with Gregorski and 
his staff to identify and evaluate 
salary increase options would be 
faster than doing so in a full board 
meeting.

Time is of the essence for the 
district. At the start of the discus-
sion, Trustee Rebecca Fox asked if 
the vote could be delayed, citing a 
desire for more numbers and anal-
ysis. Schulte said the vote could 
be delayed, but Gregorski had 

told him that it was customary for 
teachers, who are leaving for the 
summer, to know what they could 
expect when they return to school 
this fall.

The meeting at which trust-
ees would consider how to move 
forward would likely be a special 
meeting, not yet scheduled. Such a 
meeting would fall between gradu-
ations and the end of the month. 

Fox said she didn’t want to vote 
for a 3% salary increase because it 
wasn’t enough.

Perez, Redmon sworn in; 
trustees elect officers

At the start of the meeting, 
Victor Perez was sworn in as the 
district’s newest trustee. Perez, 
who is retired, defeated incumbent 
Duke Keller, an attorney, and three 
others in the May 7 school board 
trustee election.

Lance Redmon, who works in 
building material sales, won re-elec-
tion against two opponents and was 
sworn in for his second term.

Trustees re-elected Schulte as 
board president, Redmon as vice 
president, and elected Ashley Vann 
as secretary.

KATY ISD 

Victor Perez and Lance Redmon take their oaths of office as trustees Monday. 

Katy ISD trustees 
working on pay raise 
for teachers and staff
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Honoring Royal ISD’s Employees of the Year
RETIREES

Luz Diaz
Teacher

ECC
10 years with Royal ISD

Total years in Education:  15 years

Ervin Paben
Groundskeeper

Grounds Department
13 years with Royal ISD

Debbie Ulrich
HR Director

Administration
13 years with Royal ISD

Dawn Richardson
Teacher

RHS
28 years with Royal ISD

Total years in Education:  41 years

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR

RECC
Mabely Lituma

RES
Sandra Padilla

RJHS
Bobbie Karnes-Novicke

RHS
Robert Rogers

Royal Stem Academy
Daisy Jara

REGION 4 Education Service Center
Principal Recognition Honorees LEADERSHIP

Natasha Moses, Royal ECC Phylicia Glover, STEM Principal Rick Kershner, Superintendent

Leader Sponsors

Champion Sponsor

SPIRIT AWARD

RECC
Ana Cruz

RES
Jeral Tatum-Hill

RJHS
Lorena Hernandez

RHS
Priscilla Alegria

Royal Stem Academy
Skyler Webb

DAEP
Andrea Glover

THANK YOU TO OUR
2022 Royal ISD Awards Banquet Sponsors

Visionary Sponsor



CALL US TODAY to schedule a 
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

(281) 394-0031
GOBVS.COM

* Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Expires 6/30/2022.

Local owners
Ronald & Karen Via

#TACLA11315E

There’s a New Way to Replace your Air Conditioner!
No money down • No Install fees • No maintenance costs
No repair charges for LIFE! • No financing (doesn’t affect your credit)
One low monthly subscription gets you a brand new system!
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PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy's Avery Porter #12 makes the tag on Cinco Ranch's Gissel Morales #7 for the out during the Regional Quarterfinal playoff between Katy and Cinco Ranch at Katy HS.

Katy advances 
past surging Cinco
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy kept reminding itself all week not 
to take Cinco Ranch lightly.

The Tigers swept the Cougars in 
district with two run rule wins, but they 
knew things wouldn’t be as easy in the 
regional quarterfinal round.

Katy made sure they didn’t underesti-
mate the Cougars, and it paid off, with the 
Tigers sweeping their regional quarter-
final series two games to zero with a 7-2 
win in game one and a 10-0 game in game 
two. 

“We knew coming into this series that 
there couldn’t be any underestimating 
them, we just couldn’t,” said sopho-
more Ashtyn Reichardt. “They had been 

playing really well and we knew this was 
a different level of team we were playing. 
They came in fired up so we just felt like 
we needed to come in even better and 
play up to our competition. We worked 
all week and knew what our goals were, 
and we just really came through when we 
needed to.”

A big part of the Tigers' success came 
from their pitching, as they allowed 
just two runs over the course of the 
series and no runs in game two. Lauryn 
Soeken picked up the win on the mound 
in a dominant performance where she 
allowed only two hits in five innings while 
striking out four. But the Tigers' offense 
was working too, as they scored in every 

See KATY, page B2

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes offense is finding its stride.
The Spartans scored more than five runs in 

each of their last three games heading into the 
regional quarterfinals, and the group's confi-
dence grew with every game.

So even after two low scoring games against 
George Ranch, the Spartans knew exactly what 
they needed to do heading into a series deciding 
third game on Thursday.

“We knew we had to make an adjust-
ment because we’ve been seeing the ball 
really well at the plate, we were just out 
in front of everything,” said senior short 
stop Makinzie Stutts. “We just figured 
out how to be patient and wait on all 
of her pitches. We didn’t see that a lot 
this season. But we really had to work 
on hitting the top of the ball since 
she had a lot of the spin. That was our 

Spartans advance 
to regional semis 
for first time 
in six years

Tigers sweep 
Jersey Village 
in area round
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy feels like it has a point to prove in 
these playoffs.

The Tigers want to make a statement, and 
so far in the first two rounds, they are well on 
their way to doing so. 

Katy followed up its sweep of Elkins in the 
bi-district round with a sweep of Jersey Village 
in area, beating the Falcons 7-0 in game one 
and 7-4 in game two to take the series and 
advance to the regional quarterfinals.

“The last four games of district, we were 
playing not to lose,” said senior first baseman 
Jhonnatan Ferrebus. “After we took that last 
district loss, we just turned it on. We were out 
for blood to start these playoffs — we want 
to prove that we are one of the best in every 
game we play.”

Ferrebus played a big part in making that 
statement, driving in two runs to lead the Katy 
offense in its game two win. Ferrebus wasn’t 
alone in his big day though, as Caleb Koger 
was strong on the mound to keep the Tigers in 

Above: Amy Abke heads towards home plate as 
her teammates celebrate an Abke home run during 

Saturday’s Class 6A Regional Quarterfinal game between 
Seven Lakes and George Ranch at the George Ranch softball 

field. Left: Makinzie Stutts makes a catch during Saturday’s 
Class 6A Regional Quarterfinal game between Seven Lakes 

and George Ranch at the George Ranch softball field.
TYLER TYRE

See SPARTANS, page B6

  
  

  
  

SCHEDULES WEEK 
OF MAY 20

SOFTBALL

BASEBALL

REGIONAL SEMIFINALS
Wednesday
• Game 1: Katy vs. Pearland, 7 p.m.

Friday
• Seven Lakes vs. Deer Park, 6:30 p.m. at Summer Creek
• Game 2: Katy at Pearland, 7 p.m.

Saturday
• Game 3: Katy at Pearland, 5 p.m. (if necessary)

REGIONAL QUARTERFINALS
Wednesday
• Game 1: Katy vs. Taylor, 7 p.m. at Langham Creek

Thursday
• Game 1: Tompkins at Ridge Point, 7 p.m.

Friday
• Game 2: Tompkins vs. Ridge Point, 7 p.m.

Saturday
• Game 2: Katy vs. Taylor, 4 p.m. at Langham Creek
• Game 3: Katy vs. Taylor, 30 minutes after game 2 at 
   Langham Creek (if necessary)
• Game 3: Tompkins vs. Ridge Point, 7 p.m. at Seven Lakes 
   (if necessary)

See BASEBALL, page B8

TYLER TYRE

Caleb Koger pitches during Friday’s area round game between 
Katy and Jersey Village at the Katy baseball field.

Katy's pitcher Lauryn Soeken #18 picks up the win 
advancing Katy during the Regional Quarterfinal playoff 
between Katy and Cinco Ranch at Katy HS.
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Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.
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Huge game from Wolf leads Taylor to regional quarterfinals
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Blake Wolf knew that he had a 
big game in him. 

And Taylor needed it.
Tied at a game a piece in the 

area round, the Mustangs turned 
to Wolf in game three, knowing 
they could count on their senior in 
a do or die game.

Wolf did not disappoint, and 
exceeded any expectations anyone 
could have had, pitching a six 
inning shutout, striking out six 
and allowing just three hits to lead 
Taylor past Cy-Fair 1-0 and into the 
regional quarterfinal round for the 
first time since 2014. 

“The last game I threw I started 
and I only threw two thirds of 
an inning,” Wolf said. “I knew I 
couldn’t do much worse that that, 
so I just tried to go out there and 
do what I knew I could do, and 
that’s what I did tonight.”

Wolf’s effort was one of the 
deciding factors in the series that 
was dominated by pitching on 
both sides, as the three games were 
all decided by one run and were all 
low scoring, with Taylor taking the 
first game 4-3 in extra innings, Cy-
Fair taking the second game 3-2 
and Taylor taking the shutout win 
in game three.

“Our pitching was outstanding 
to say the least,” said Taylor head 
coach Russell Krenek. “That’s why 
we are still playing baseball right 
now. That’s not to take for granted 
any of the other things that we 
are doing, but we put a lot on our 
entire pitching staffs shoulders 
here in this series and they all did 
phenomenal.”

Wolf came out dominant from 
the beginning, and didn’t get in 
trouble until the third inning, 
when runners reached first and 
second with no outs. But Wolf 
calmly struck out a batter and 

induced a ground ball out to end 
the inning. 

Things remained quiet on both 
sides until the sixth inning. Brian 
Dolejsi was hit by a pitch, giving 
the Mustangs a base runner, and 
Hunter Ham followed that up with 
a double off the center field wall 
to drive Dolesji in and give Taylor 
the lead.

“I noticed in one of my early at 
bats how long I was taking to swing 
and I decided I needed to shorten 
up and stay through the ball,” Ham 

said. “That’s what I’ve been doing 
all year and I looked for a pitch 
to hit, when I got one I just took 
advantage.”

Cy-Fair did everything they 
could to get back into it in the 
bottom of the sixth, after a walk 
and a single to lead off the inning, 
Krenek came out to talk to his 
pitcher, but decided to stay with 
Wolf, trusting that he could get 
through the inning. 

Wolf did just that, as Cy-Fair 
used a sacrifice bunt to get the two 

runners in scoring position, but 
Wolf then induced two ground ball 
outs to get out of the inning.

“The guy was just gutsy,” Krenek 
said. “What a performance Blake 
had tonight and yesterday as well 
in relief. I love the kid to death and 
man that was just such a gutsy 
performance right there.”

Ryan Mullan then came on 
to record the save in the seventh 
inning, closing things out with a 
strikeout to end the game.

“It’s a good feeling to see these 

guys achieve something like this,” 
Krenek said. “Taylor baseball is 
back on the map. When we came 
here, we talked about being re-
spected throughout Houston and 
even the state and I think we’re 
there.”

Taylor advances to play Katy in 
the regional quarterfinal round. 

“It’s such a great feeling,” Ham 
said. “We’re excited to get to round 
three, now we have to go out there 
and win it.”

TYLER TYRE

Taylor beat Cy-Fair in three games to advance to the regional quarterfinals.

from page B1
KATY

inning. 
“Everyone is backing each other 

up,” Reichardt said. Everyone is 
working for each other and its awe-
some to see. Pitchers are working 
for our hitters, hitters are doing the 
same for our pitchers and it allows 
everyone to be relaxed out there 
and not be as tight.”

Katy took the lead in the first 
inning on a Montgomery Hender-
son double and doubled it the next 
inning when Soeken hit a sacrifice 
grounder. The Tigers continued 
to slowly build their lead in the 
third with a home run from Kailey 
Wyckoff, before they put together 
a two run inning in the fourth with 
an RBI single from Ashlee Piraneo 
and an RBI single from Wyckoff to 
make it 5-0.

“Tonight was a really good 
example of what we need to do to 
win games,” said Katy head coach 
Kalum Kaack. “I told them at the 
end that that was really big to get 
runs every inning. What it tells you 
is through the whole lineup, some-
body is getting on base, someone 
is moving them in scoring position 
and then someone is coming up 
clutch hits, whether it’s the top or 
the bottom of the order. They all 
did it, when you can your whole 
batting order playing like that, it 
takes so much pressure off of other 
areas and let you play relaxed.”

Katy got one more run in the 

fifth on a single from Cameryn 
Harrison, and then had a big 
inning in the sixth, with Erynne 
Castillo driving in a run on a single 
and Reichardt ending things with a 

three-run double to secure the run 
rule win and the series.

“We were able to make adjust-
ments early and pick what pitches 
we wanted to go after,” Reichardt 

said. “That let us just be comfort-
able and it paid off for us, it was 
fun to see everyone come through.”

Katy advances to play Pearland 
in the regional semifinals, the 
Oilers also come off of a two games 
to none sweep in their regional 
quarterfinal series against Clear 
Springs. 

“We just have to continue to 

do the hard work in practice and 
not focus on anything but the task 
ahead of us,” Haack said. “We focus 
a lot on leadership and we want 
to produce good leaders. They’ve 
been doing a really good job of 
holding everyone accountable and 
being those leaders on and off the 
field, we just have to keep doing 
that.”

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Cinco Ranch's pitcher Chela Kovar #9 season is cut short as the Cougars fall during the Regional 
Quarterfinal playoff between Katy and Cinco Ranch at Katy HS.

Katy's Avery Porter #12 fields a ground ball during the Regional Quarterfinal playoff between Katy 
and Cinco Ranch at Katy HS.
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will be closed on 

Monday, May 30, 2022
in observance of

Memorial Day
Deadline for display advertising and editorial copy for
June 2, 2021 publication is Thursday, May 26, 5 p.m.

Deadline for classified line ads is Friday, May 27, Noon.

Honoring Their Sacrifice.
Remembering Their Lives. Celebrating Their Memory.

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy ISD athletes made a 
statement at this weekend’s 
state track and field meet at 
Mike A. Myers Stadium at the 
University of Texas in Austin.

Mayde Creek’s Simone 
Ballard led the way, running 
to two gold medals in the 
hurdles, while Tompkins’ 
Matthew Kumar and Seven 
Lakes’ Matthew Rueff took 
home gold in the long jump 
and shot put respectively. 

The Mayde Creek girls 
finished eighth in team 
scoring, while the Seven 
Lakes boys and Tompkins 
boys both tied for tenth in 
the boys team scoring.

Listed are the Katy ISD 
and Royal athletes who 
qualified for the Class 4A, 5A 
and 6A state meets and how 
they fared. Athletes are list-
ed in their respective events, 
where they placed and what 
mark they had. 

Bolded athletes medaled 
in their events.

Class 6A
Girls 100-Meter Hur-

dles: 1. Simone Ballard, 
Mayde Creek, 13.33, 4. 

Kaycee McCoy, Katy, 13.81
Girls 300-Meter Hur-

dles, 1. Simone Ballard, 
Mayde Creek, 41.11

Boys Shot Put: 1. 
Matthew Rueff, Seven 
Lakes, 1. 68-1.75

Boys Pole Vault: 1.  
Matthew Kumar, Tomp-
kins, 16-3.00

Girls 400-Meter Dash: 
2. Haley Tate, Seven Lakes, 
53.03

Boys Long Jump: 3. 
Jayden Keys, Tompkins, 
24-8.25

Boys 1600-Meter Run: 
Ruben Rojas Betanzos, 
Seven Lakes, 4:08.76

Girls 100-Meter Dash: 
4. Alyssa Tate, Seven Lakes, 
11.69

Girls Shot Put: 5. Janey 
Campbell, Seven Lakes, 
42-6.00

Girls Pole Vault: 6. Lau-
ren Schmitt, Seven Lakes, 
12-0; 7. Aubrey Tupper, 
Seven Lakes, 11-6

Boys Discus: 6. Ian Flynt, 
Taylor, 166-3

Boys 400-Meter Relay 
6. Mayde Creek (Braden 
Turner, Eric Nelson, Jaylen 
Bateast, Tay’Shawn Wilson), 
40-84

Girls 800-Meter Run: 

6. Sarah Pantophlet, Katy, 
2:14.54

Girls Discus: 8. Janey 
Campbell, Seven Lakes, 
136-10

Girls 3200-Meter Run: 
9. Alison Mueller, Cinco 
Ranch, 11:24.70

Boys 3200-Meter Run: 
9. Ruben Rojas Betanzos, 
Seven Lakes, 9:33.37

Class 5A
Girls 800-Meter Run: 

3. Tiyan Ogbeide, Jordan, 
2:11.87

Girls 400-Meter Run: 4. 
Tiyan Ogbeide, Jordan, 55.51

Boys Discus: 4. Charles 
Chukwu, Paetow, 182-03

Boys 100-Meter Dash: 6. 
Toheeb Oladipupo, Paetow, 
10.54

Boys Shot Put: 6. Sheldon 
Peters, Jordan, 53-02.25

Girls 200-Meter Run: 7. 
Aloni Ransom, Jordan, 24.77

Class 4A
Girls 200-Meter Dash: 4. 

Diamond Barrett, 24.65
Girls 400-Meter Relay: 

4. Royal (Adrianna Proph-
et-Smith, Diamond Barrett, 
Chelsea Prophet, Erica 
Gran)

Ballard, Kumar, Rueff take home golds at state meet

Matthew Rueff of Katy Seven Lakes (above)  competes in the Class 6A boys long jump event at the UIL State Track and Field 
Meet on May 14, 2022 in Austin, Texas. Rueff earned a gold medal with a put of 68-1.75 feet. Janey Campbell (right) of Seven 
Lakes High School competes in Class 6A girls discus event at the UIL State Track and Field Meet on May 14, 2022 in Austin, 
Texas.

Ruben Rojas of Seven Lakes High School runs in the Class 6A boys 1600-meter run at the UIL State Track and Field Meet on 
May 14, 2022 in Austin, Texas. Rojas finished third with a time of 4:08.76.

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Jayden Keys of Katy Tompkins (left) competes in the Class 6A boys 
long jump event at the UIL State Track and Field Meet on May 14, 
2022 in Austin, Texas. Simone Ballard (above) of Mayde Creek runs 
in the Class 6A girls 100-meter hurdles at the UIL State Track and 
Field Meet on May 14, 2022 in Austin, Texas. Ballard earned a gold 
medal in the event with a time of 13.33.

Kaycee McCoy of Katy High School runs in the Class 6A girls 100-meter hurdles at the UIL State Track and Field Meet on May 14, 
2022 in Austin, Texas.
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LAKE MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
IN KATY SEEKING LAKE FIELD 

SERVICE TECHNICIAN AND FIELD 
SUPERVISOR.  OUTSIDE WORK, 

HANDS-ON TRAINING, NO
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED.

SUPERVISOR TRAINING FOR
QUALIFIED APPLICANTS.  GOOD 

STARTING PAY. MON-FRI 40 HOURS 
PER WEEK. NO WEEKENDS.

BENEFITS AVAILABLE. APPLY IN 
PERSON MON-FRI. 9AM TO 3PM @ 
4110 KATY HOCKLEY CUT OFF RD., 
KATY, TX 77493, TEL (281) 391-3688.

Texas Commission On Environmental Quality

EXAMPLE A
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND INTENT TO OBTAIN AIR PERMIT (NORI)

AIR QUALITY PERMIT NUMBER 19134

APPLICATION Curry Rail Services, Inc., has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for:
Amendment of Permit 19134

This application would authorize modification of the Railcar Manufacturing and Repair Plant located at 17000 Premium 
Drive, Hockley, Harris County, Texas 77447. This application is being processed in an expedited manner, as allowed by the 
commission’s rules in 30 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 101, Subchapter J. This application is being processed in an 
expedited manner, as allowed by the commission’s rules in 30 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 101, Subchapter J.
AVISO DE IDIOMA ALTERNATIVO. El aviso de idioma alternativo en espanol está disponible en
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/newsourcereview/airpermits-pendingpermit-apps. This link to an electronic map
of the site or facility’s general location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice For exact
location, refer to application. http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=30.025&lng=-95.864722&zoom
=13&type=r. The facility will emit the following contaminants:  carbon monoxide, exempt solvents, hazardous air pollutants, 
nitrogen oxides, organic compounds, particulate matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 
2.5 microns or less and sulfur dioxide.

This application was submitted to the TCEQ on May 4, 2022. The application will be available for viewing and copying at the 
TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Houston regional office, and the TCEQ Houston regional office, and the Lone Star
College-CyFair Library (HCPL), 9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress, Harris County, Texas beginning the first day of
publication of this notice. The facility’s compliance file, if any exists, is available for public review in the Houston regional 
office of the TCEQ. 

The executive director has determined the application is administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the 
application.

PUBLIC COMMENT. You may submit public comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The TCEQ 
will consider all public comments in developing a final decision on the application and the executive director will prepare a 
response to those comments.

PUBLIC MEETING. You may request a public meeting to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. The purpose 
of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comments or ask questions about the application. A public
meeting about the application will be held if requested by an interested person and the executive director determines that 
there is a significant degree of public interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION. In addition to this NORI, 30 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) § 39.419 requires this application to also have a Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision (NAPD) after the
application is determined to be technically complete and a draft permit is prepared. Note: The TCEQ may act on this
application without issuing a NAPD and without seeking further public comment or providing further opportunity for a
contested case hearing if changes to representations in the application make the application no longer subject to the
applicability requirements of 30 TAC § 39.402. In such cases, this NORI will be your final notice of this application and 
you will not have additional opportunities to make comments or request a contested case hearing. If a NAPD is required, 
it will be published and mailed to those who made comments, submitted hearing requests, or are on the mailing list for this 
application, and contain the final deadline for submitting public comments.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING You may request a contested case hearing if you are a person 
who may be affected by emissions of air contaminants from the facility. If requesting a contested case hearing, you must 
submit the following: (1) your name (or for a group or association, an official representative), mailing address, and 
daytime phone number; (2) applicant’s name and permit number; (3) the statement “[I/we] request a contested case 
hearing”; (4) a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the application and air emissions from the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; (5) the location and distance of your property relative to the facility; 
(6) a description of how you use the property which may be impacted by the facility; and (7) a list of all disputed issues
of fact that you submit during the comment period. If the request is made by a group or an association, one or more 
members who have standing to request a hearing must be identified by name and physical address. The interests the 
group or association seeks to protect must also be identified. You may also submit your proposed adjustments to the 
application/permit which would satisfy your concerns.

The deadline to submit a request for a contested case hearing is 30 days after newspaper notice is published. If a request 
is timely filed, the deadline for requesting a contested case hearing will be extended to 30 days after the mailing of the 
response to comments.

If a hearing request is timely filed, following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director
will forward the application and any requests for contested case hearing to the Commissioners for their consideration at 
a scheduled Commission meeting. The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is granted, the subject of 
a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material air 
quality concerns submitted during the comment period. Issues such as property values, noise, traffic safety, and zoning are 
outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction to address in this proceeding.

MAILING LIST. In addition to submitting public comments, you may ask to be placed on a mailing list to receive future
public notices for this specific application by sending a written request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically at 
www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you provide, 
including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record. For 
more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education Program toll free at 
1-800-687-4040. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from Curry Rail Services, Inc., 17000 Premium Drive, Hockley, Texas 77447-9109 
or by calling Ms. Alexandra M. Creany, Director of Environmental Health and Safety, at (814) 224-7444.

Notice Issuance Date: May 12, 2022

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION 

PLAT FILED FOR RECORD WITH 
THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION:   Santos and Sonia Quinteros, owners,
are requesting to be allowed to revise Tract 4 of Quinteros
Subdivision.  The revision will be to partition Tract 4 into
two lots.  These newly configured lots would consist of
Tract 4-A (1.000 acre) and Tract 4-B (1.428 acres).
Quinteros Subdivision is situated in the Samuel C. Hady 
Survey, A-31, Waller County, Texas recorded in Instrument
No. 1507489, in the Official Public Records of Waller 
County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING:   A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on June 8, 
2022 at the Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin St., 
Hempstead, Texas, 77445.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Quiddity Engineering, LLC,
Attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be received, until 10:00 
a.m. Local Time, Friday, May 27, 2022, and then publicly
opened and read at 1575 Sawdust Road, Suite 400, The 
Woodlands, Texas 77380 for “Construction of Paving
Facilities in Sunterra Section 30 for Waller County
Municipal Utility District No. 37, Waller County, Texas.”  In
addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above,
you may view the public opening of sealed Bids via
Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft Teams the number
for this call is:  1-832-856-3756.  Enter access code
723-992-749# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:
Paving Facilities in Sunterra Section 30

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. 
A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held
on Friday, May 20, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Local Time, via
teleconference call. The number for this call is
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 104-857-997#
when prompted. Attendance by each prospective bidder
or its representative at the pre-bid conference is 
NON-MANDATORY.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search Sunterra
Section 30 Paving.  Bidders must register on this website in 
order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils 
report, and environmental reports for this Project.  There is 
NO charge to view or download documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid 
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order 
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and 
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted 
through www.CivcastUSA.com.  Bidder must register on 
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and 
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this 
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that 
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or 
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The successful 
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

PUBLIC NOTICE
This notice is in regard to the records destruction schedule
set by state regulations consistent with the notification 
requirements set forth in federal (34 CRF 300.624) and 
state regulations regarding the destruction of confidential
records. Katy ISD Special Education records for students
with withdrawn or graduated on or before June 30, 
2012 will be destroyed January 15, 2023. If you have any
questions about this processor about student specific
records, you may contact personnel at Katy ISD’s Special 
Education Department at 281-396-2630.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed electronic bids will be received electronically
received on the CivcastUSA website until 2:30 p.m. local
time, Thursday, May 26, 2022, and then an Apparent Low
Bidders will be automatically generated and posted
online for Construction of Water, Drainage and Paving
Improvements for Lakeview Sections 1-4 for Waller
County Municipal Utility District No. 34A (CI Job No.
2020046- PH1-DS-109). The Site of the work is Northeast
of the intersection of FM 362 and Hebert Rd, in Waller
County, Texas. A voluntary pre-bid conference call will be
held at 2:30 p.m. local time, Thursday, May 19, 2022. All
prospective bidders are invited to attend by calling
346-235-0346 and use the Conference ID: 796 439 279#.
Bidding documents may be viewed and downloaded free of
charge (with the option to purchase hard copies) at the
CivCastUSA Website (www.CivCastUSA.com). Reproduction
charges will apply according to CivCastUSA rates.
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Application has been made
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
Mixed Beverage Permit (MB)
by Agincourt Industries, Inc
dba Maple Street Biscuit
Company, to be located at
4906 FM 1463, Suite 700, Katy,
TX, Fort Bend County, Texas.
Officer of this company is CEO, 
Scott Moore.

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

katytimes.com

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Quiddity Engineering, LLC,
Attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be received, until
11:00 a.m. Local Time, Thursday, May 26, 2022, and then
publicly opened and read at 1575 Sawdust Rd, Suite 400, 
The Woodlands, Texas 77380 for “Construction of Water, 
Sanitary, and Drainage Facilities in Sunterra Section 48 for 
Waller County Municipal Utility District No. 35, Waller 
County, Texas.”  In addition to the opening of sealed Bids 
at the address above, you may view the public opening 
of sealed Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft 
Teams the number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756.  Enter 
access code 257-291-152# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:
Water, Sanitary, and Drainage Facilities in Sunterra
Section 48

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered.
A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be
held on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at 11:15 a.m. Local Time,
via teleconference call. The number for this call is
1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 812-894-578#
when prompted. Attendance by each prospective bidder
or its representative at the pre-bid conference is 
NON-MANDATORY.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search Sunterra
Section 48 WS&D.  Bidders must register on this website in 
order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils 
report, and environmental reports for this Project.  There is 
NO charge to view or download documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid 
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order 
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and 
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted 
through www.CivcastUSA.com.  Bidder must register on 
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and 
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this 
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that 
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or 
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The successful 
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

Katy ISD Provides Screenings
for Students with Suspected

Disabilities
The Katy Independent School District Special Education
Department provides screenings for students with
suspected disabilities in an effort to identify every student 
with a disability who lives within the district’s boundaries. 
The screenings are designed to help iden  tify children who 
may qualify for the district’s special education programs.

Students with all categories of disabilities be tween the ages 
of three and 21 can be provided with services to ensure
their successful participation in school. These services 
and supports may be provided through Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act or through the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act. Special
Education services are also available to children who are 
visually and/or auditory impaired start ing at birth.

If you are aware of a child who may be chal lenged with a 
disability, please contact the Katy ISO Special Education 
office at 281-396-2066. The Special Education office will 
coordinate efforts to evaluate the student and, if eligible, 
ensure that the student is pro  vided with supports and 
services needed to benefit from instruction. Please do not 
hesitate to call should you have any questions or concerns.

Katy Independent School District
6301 South Stadium Lane

Katy, TX 77494

Katy Independent School District is an equal opportunity 
em  ployer. The Board of Trustees and its agents, officers and 
staff members shall not discriminate on the basis of gender,
race, disabling condition, age, color, religion, national
origin, military status, or any other legally protected status 
in making decisions regarding staff members or students.

AVISO DE AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA 
SOBRE LA REDISTRIBUCIÓN

DE DISTRITOS
Por la presente se da aviso de una Audiencia Pública que
se llevará a cabo en la Reunión Regular del Concejo
Municipal de la Ciudad de Katy, Texas, que se llevará
a cabo el Lunes 23 de Mayo de 2022 a las 6:30 P.M. en el
Ayuntamiento de Katy, 901 Avenue C, Katy, TX 77493
Con el propósito de revisar los planes propuestos para la 
redistribución de distritos de la ciudad de Katy Wards
(Distritos) Límites y con el propósito de recibir comentarios
públicos sobre dichos planes propuestos. 

Información adicional, incluidas copias de cada plan
propuesto, está disponible en:
www.cityofkaty.com/government/2022-redistricting.

Cualquier miembro del público tiene derecho a comparecer
en la audiencia pública y presentar información a favor 
o en contra de los planes de redistribución de distritos
propuestos.

Texas Commission On Environmental Quality

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION
FOR AN AIR QUALITY PERMIT

PROPOSED PERMIT NUMBER:  167533

APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION.  PowerSecure, Inc., 4068 Stirrup Creek Drive, Durham, North Carolina 
27703-9000, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for issuance of Proposed Air
Quality Permit Number 167533, which would authorize construction of an Electric Power Generator located at 22165 Farm 
To Market Road 529, Katy, Harris County, Texas 77493.  This application was submitted to the TCEQ on December 22, 2021.  
The proposed facility will emit the following contaminants:  carbon monoxide, hazardous air pollutants, nitrogen oxides, 
organic compounds, particulate matter including particulate matter with diameters of 10 microns or less and 2.5 microns or 
less, sulfur dioxide and sulfuric acid mist.

The executive director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a draft permit which, if approved, 
would establish the conditions under which the facility must operate.  The executive director has made a preliminary decision 
to issue the permit because it meets all rules and regulations.  The permit application, executive director’s preliminary
decision, and draft permit will be available for viewing and copying at the TCEQ central office, the TCEQ Houston regional 
office, and at the Katy Branch Library, 5414 Franz Road, Katy, Harris County, Texas beginning the first day of publication of 
this notice.  The facility’s compliance file, if any exists, is available for public review at the TCEQ Houston Regional Office, 
5425 Polk Street, Suite H, Houston, Texas.

PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC MEETING.  You may submit public comments or request a public meeting about this 
application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the opportunity to submit comment or to ask questions about the 
application.  The TCEQ will hold a public meeting if the executive director determines that there is a significant degree of 
public interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator.  A public meeting is not a contested case hearing.  You 
may submit additional written public comments within 30 days of the date of newspaper publication of this notice in the 
manner set forth in the AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION paragraph below.

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACTION.  After the deadline for public comments, the 
executive director will consider the comments and prepare a response to all relevant and material or significant public
comments.  Because no timely hearing requests have been received, after preparing the response to comments, the executive 
director may then issue final approval of the application.  The response to comments, along with the executive director’s
decision on the application will be mailed to everyone who submitted public comments or is on a mailing list for this
application, and will be posted electronically to the Commissioners’ Integrated Database (CID).

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE.  When they become available, the executive director’s response to comments and 
the final decision on this application will be accessible through the Commission’s Web site at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. 
Once you have access to the CID using the above link, enter the permit number for this application which is provided at the 
top of this notice.  This link to an electronic map of the site or facility’s general location is provided as a public courtesy and 
not part of the application or notice.  For exact location, refer to application.
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/hb610/index.html?lat=29.874167&lng=-95.758333&zoom=13&type=r.

MAILING LIST.  You may ask to be placed on a mailing list to obtain additional information on this application by sending a 
request to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below.

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION.  Public comments and requests must be submitted either electronically 
at www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Chief Clerk, MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087.  Please be aware that any contact information you provide, 
including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will become part of the agency’s public record.  For 
more information about this permit application or the permitting process, please call the Public Education Program toll free at 
1 800 687 4040.  Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040.

Further information may also be obtained from PowerSecure, Inc. at the address stated above or by calling Ms. Rachel Henn, 
Consulting Engineer at (281) 201-1244.

Notice Issuance Date:  April 19, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
Verizon Wireless proposes to build a 41-foot 1-inch
small cell Monopole Communications Tower at the
approx. vicinity of 22605 Provincial Boulevard, Harris
County Katy, Texas 77450. Lat: [29-46-43.0068], Long:
[-95-45-47.43]. Public comments regarding potential
effects from this site on historic properties may be
submitted within 30 days from the date of this publication 
to: Trileaf Corp, Alexis, a.humphrey@trileaf.com, 2550 S IH 
35, Suite 200, Austin, Texas 78704 – 512.519.9388.

CITY OF BROOKSHIRE, TEXAS 
NOTICE OF EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY 
Applications will be received by the City of Brookshire, 
Texas, for:

Administrative Office Clerk: This is a non-exempt
position with complex clerical and administrative support 
duties, including, but not limited to data entry, secretarial 
support necessary to support the City Secretary, Human 
Resources, Tax Assessor-Collector and other functions 
of the Administrative department such as:  the position
assists the City Secretary in preparation of board
agendas and packets as well as takes and records minutes 
of the meetings.  The Administrative Office Clerk answers
phones, assists customers/citizens; processes daily,
monthly, quarterly reports; processes incoming payments; 
position may also require some evening work, training
and travel.

Applicant must possess strong oral and written
communication skills, strong computer skills, ability 
to multi-task and prioritize.  Preferred applicants will
have knowledge of basic administrative office skills &
experience in Microsoft office excel, word, and publisher.

Applications are available at City Hall, 4029 5th Street 
Brookshire, Texas 77423. Additional information may
be obtained by contacting the City Secretary, at
(281) 375-5050 Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Completed applications may be mailed (P.O. Box 
160) Brookshire, Texas 77423, Attn: Claudia Harrison, City 
Secretary or delivered to City Hall.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all
applications, waive formalities, or accept any application 
deemed advantageous to it.

Claudia J. Harrison
City Secretary

The City of Brookshire is an equal opportunity employer. 

TexSCAN Week of 
May 15-21, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices starting at 
$650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 30 year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
Loving couple promises newborn warm home near 
ocean. Devoted grandparents, best education, gentle 
pets. Generous living expenses. Elana and Andres 
1-561-388-1123 or attorney 1-310-663-3467.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

REAL ESTATE
TEXAS HILL COUNTRY –10 Acres AG Exempt. 
$119,900 Financing available. Big Views, Easily 
Accessible, Conveniently located between Dallas & 
Austin. Roads, Power, Fiber optics. Pre-Construction 
GRAND OPENING. Call David @ 512-676-0007.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.



BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Trevor Esparza has been lights out all year 
for Tompkins.

The senior pitcher has stepped up in every 
appearance for the Falcons and has been a 
cornerstone for the team’s success.

So, when he took the bump on Thursday to 
open the area round of the playoffs, the expec-
tations were no different.

But despite the lofty expectations, Esparza 
surpassed them, throwing a complete game 
shutout and striking out ten batters in a 3-0 win 
for Tompkins as the Falcons took a one game 
to nothing lead over Lamar in a best of three 
series.

“He’s been a consistent guy for us all year,” 
said Tompkins head coach Kyle Humphreys. 
"We know we are going to get a good game 
from him every night he’s on the mound. He’s 
thrown multiple complete games with low 
pitch counts and he always gets ahead on guys. 
He’s just great with location and he keeps us 
in games. He gives us his best game every time 
he’s out there.”

Esparza was dominant all day, allowing just 
two hits and walked only two on 97 pitches in 
the win. 

But the most impressive thing from Esparza 
was his ability to overcome a bumpy stat. It 
wasn’t the senior's usual dominance from the 
beginning, as he walked the first two batters of 
the game. 

After those two batters, Lamar got a single 

but got a runner out on the bases, leaving a 
runner at first and third with one out. 

But Esparza was having none of it, and 
struck out a batter before inducing a groundout 
to get out of the inning.

“I knew I had to bounce back as soon as I 
walked those two guys,” Esparza said. “The ad-
justment was just throwing strikes and trusting 
my defense. That’s what I did throughout the 
game and every time they put the ball in play 
the defense made plays.”

Tompkins had an off day offensively, but it 
didn’t matter behind Esparza’s pitching. 

The Falcons took the lead in the second 
inning, as Ty Dagley reached on an error and 
after advancing to third, scored on a steal of 

home on a delayed double steal to put Tomp-
kins in front.

“As soon as I saw the pitcher make a move 
towards first base I was looking to go,” Dagley 
said. “When the other guy took off I did the 
same and I knew with a lefty pitcher that he 
wouldn’t be looking at me, so I took off and I’m 
just happy I made it home safe.”

Tompkins added two more runs in the next 
inning, Jace LaViolette drove in two with a 
home run that he scorched off the left field foul 
pole. 

“We were putting the balls in play, we just 
kept hitting into outs today, but Jace getting 
that two run bomb was so huge for us,” Dagley 
said. “We play hard and we play smart and it 
just shows how you can win even if the team 
isn’t having the best day at the plate.”

That would be all the offense the Falcons 
needed. Lamar threatened in the third after 
getting a one out double, but Esparza respond-
ed with two strikeouts to end the inning and 
then faced the minimum the rest of the way.

“As the game went on I just got more confi-
dent and trusted myself more,” Esparza said. “I 
did that and it led to more outs and that was the 
biggest difference for me."

Tompkins lost game two to Lamar before 
taking game three 6-4. The Falcons advance to 
take on Ridge Point in the regional quarterfi-
nals.

"We can’t get ahead of ourselves,” Esparza 
said. “We have to take it game by game and in-
ning by inning. If we keep our eye on that, score 
runs and play defense we’ll be good.”
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THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
DIALYSISBUSINESS SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Suite E200

Katy, TX 77494
(281) 503-7117

     Jonathan McNabb, Broker/Owner

Local Roots | Global Reach
From the best tools and technology to transparency 
throughout the entire process, we're the top choice 

for buyers and sellers.

DO DIALYSIS IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR HOME!

www.athomedialysis.com
832-526-3338

-Staff Assist Dialysis/ License Nurses
-Peritoneal Dialysis and Home Hemodialysis
-1 on 1 Nursing Care
- HealthCare Team will come to you
-Bilingual staff/Spanish-speaking
-Telemedicine options
-24/7 on call team 
-All commercial insurance accepted
 Blue Cross Blue Shield, Aetna, Cigna, United Healthcare

HOME REPAIR

Let us bring out the best 
in your home this spring!

713-941-9934      cypressdrywallandcon@gmail.com

CYPRESS 
DRYWALL & 
CONSTRUCTION

Home Repair &
Remodeling Pros

• FREE estimates
• Commercial and
   Residential Insured
• All work guaranteed
• Great local references

TECHNOLOGY

XuLENT TEChNOLOgIESXuLENT TEChNOLOgIES
Hi-Tech ~ Engineering ~ SoftwareHi-Tech ~ Engineering ~ Software

Data Security ~ TelepresenceData Security ~ Telepresence
Small Businesses/IndividualsSmall Businesses/Individuals

Fault Tolerence w/RedundancyFault Tolerence w/Redundancy
Intel XeonIntel Xeon

Len Paryl, Consultant/CTOLen Paryl, Consultant/CTO
832-858-2084832-858-2084

Scalding hot Falcons take Game 1 
and series over Houston Lamar

Ty Dagley steals home plate during Thursday’s Class 6A area 
round game between Tompkins and Lamar at the Tompkins 
baseball field.

TYLER TYRE

Trevor Esparza pitches during Thursday’s Class 6A area round game between Tompkins and Lamar at the Tompkins baseball field.

from page B1
SPARTANS

biggest change.”
That along with a lineup 

switch that moved Amy Abke 
to the leadoff spot were all the 
Spartans needed to unlock 
the offense in a 7-3 win for the 
Spartans to take the series..

After Abke surrendered 
a run in the top of the first 
inning, she came back right 
away in the bottom of the 
inning with a solo home run 
to start things on the right foot 
offensively. Stutts immedi-
ately followed that up with 
a triple and Emma Wingate 
drove her in with a single to 
hand Seven Lakes a lead they 
would not relinquish. 

“I was surprised I was 
leading off to be honest,” Abke 
said. “But I just wanted to 
come out and get us started 
the right way. I just waited on 
my pitch, sat back and made 
solid contact, it just happened 
to go over the fence.”

Abke wasn’t done, as she 
doubled the Seven Lakes lead 
in the second inning by hit-
ting a 2-run home run to give 
the team breathing room.

“They were much more 
selective today and they made 
an effort not to try and jack the 
ball out of the park,” said Seven 
Lakes head coach Holly Koop-
man. “Ironically, once they did 
that, we got home runs. But 
they did a good job of trying to 
make solid hits and not trying 
to skyrocket them.”

Things remained that way 
until the fifth inning, when 
George Ranch got a run across 
in the top of the inning to 
which Seven Lakes responded. 
Abke came to the plate again 
with a runner on, and rather 
than pitching to her, George 
Ranch intentionally walked 
Abke, bringing Stutts to the 
plate. Stutts then came up 
clutch, driving in a run on a 
sacrifice fly before Wingate 
drove in Abke with a single.

“I just wanted to make 
them pay and get a run across 
after they walked Amy,” Stutts 
said. “It’s happened before 
and I saw it coming, especially 
after she had hit two home 
runs. It just makes me want it 
even more when they do that 
though. It makes me feel like 
they’re underestimating me, 
and I was just glad to drive in 
a run for my team off it.”

Abke got into a jam in the 
seventh inning, as George 
Ranch loaded the bases, but she 
was able to overcome it and get 
the final outs to secure the win.

“I just took a deep breath 
and focused on my legs and 
my spin,” Abke said. “I went at 
the batter and I knew we had 
a lead, so I just wanted to get 
the out and have her put it in 
play. It was a good feeling.”

The Spartans advance to 
their first regional semifinal 
since 2016, where they will 
face Deer Park.

“This is huge, it’s huge for 
the girls, for us coaches, really 
for everybody,” Koopman 
said. “This is the furthest 
I’ve ever been as a player or 
a coach. I’m so excited, we 
aren’t ready to stop either.”



BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Fourteen Katy ISD play-
ers were named to the 2022 
Texas Association of Soccer 
Coaches All-State Team after 
a tremendous season for 
Katy teams.

Katy ISD had two teams 
reach the regional quar-
terfinals on both the boys 
and girls side and had three 
team on both the girls and 
boys side win playoff games 
and it showed in the all-state 
selections.

On the boys side, Seven 
Lakes’ Ty Koc, Aidan Mor-
rison and Noa Stasic were 
named first team all-state. 
Taylor’s Adan Bousleiman 
and Luis Lugo, were named 
to the second team and 
Tompkins Rafa Gonzales 
was named honorable 
mention.

On the girls side, Seven 
Lakes’ Maddie Rich and 
Kathryn Lennon were 
named second team all-
state and Seven Lakes’ Katie 
Fitzpartick and Haydan 
Erck were named honorable 
mention. 

In Class 5A, Jordan goal-

keeper Elijah Betancourt 
and midfielder Ben Bucic 
were named first team 
all-state, while Ryan Armijo 
was named second team 
all-state and Marcelo Ojeda 
was named honorable 
mention.

In Class 4A, Royal’s Aldo 
Celestino was named hon-
orable mention all state.

Katy’s Dianne Loftin was 
named Class 6A Region 
III coach of the year in her 
final coaching season after 
leading the Tigers to a third 
place finish in District 19-6A 
and an area round appear-
ance before her retirement.

Jordan’s Jason Meekins 
was named coach of the 
year for Class 5A Region 
III while Jordan assistant 
Bobby Courtney was named 
the regions assistant coach 
of the year. 

In boys Class 6A, Seven 
Lake assistant coach Jay 
Kolkman was named the 
regions coach of the year, 
as the Spartans won district 
for the third straight season 
and claimed the Region III 
crown while making the 
state semifinals for the first 
time in program history.
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Your Classified Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Quiddity Engineering, LLC,
Attention Travis W. Miller, PE, will be received, until
11:00 a.m. Local Time, Thursday, June 2, 2022, and then
publicly opened and read at 1575 Sawdust Road, Suite 
400, The Woodlands, Texas 77380 for “Construction of 
Paving Facilities in Sunterra Sections 33 & 38 for Harris 
County Municipal Utility District No. 569, Harris County,
Texas.”  In addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the 
address above, you may view the public opening of sealed 
Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft Teams the 
number for this call is:  1-832-856-3756.  Enter access code
783-546-537# when prompted.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:
Paving Facilities in Sunterra Sections 33 & 38

Bids received after the closing time will not be
considered.  A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference
will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2022, at 11:30 a.m.
Local Time, via teleconference call. The number for this
call is 1-832-856-3756. Enter access code 867-525-283#
when prompted. Attendance by each prospective bidder
or its representative at the pre-bid conference is 
NON-MANDATORY.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search  Sunterra
Sections 33 & 38 Paving.  Bidders must register on this
website in order to view and/or download specifications,
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this
Project.  There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid 
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order 
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and 
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted 
through www.CivcastUSA.com.  Bidder must register on 
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and 
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this 
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that 
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or 
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The successful 
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to 
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids addressed to IDV DPEG Anserra, LLC
obo Willow Point Municipal Utility District will be
electronically received on CivcastUSA, until 11:00 a.m.,
Thursday, June 2, 2022, and then publicly opened and
read at the offices of Quiddity Engineering, 2322 W.
Grand Parkway North, Suite 150, Katy Texas 77449, for 
the construction of “Water, Sanitary, & Drainage Facilities 
in Park at Anserra”. In addition to the opening of sealed 
Bids at the address above, you may view the public opening 
of sealed Bids via Microsoft Teams. To join via Microsoft 
Teams below is information to attend the bid opening by 
teleconference. 

Bid Opening / WATER, SANITARY, & DRAINAGE
FACILITIES IN PARK AT ANSERRA
THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 2022 11:00 AM – 11:30 AM (CDT)

Call Number: +1 832-856-3756
Phone Conference ID: 510 441 441#

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following:

The project is located in the City of Houston ETJ in Fort
Bend and Waller Counties, Texas. The site is located south
of Interstate 10, west of Cane Island Parkway, east of
Pederson Road and north of Kingsland Boulevard. The
development straddles Anserra Trail. Key Map 483-C &G. 
The project includes approximately 5,000 LF of water line,
2250 LF of sanitary sewer, and 4,900 LF of storm sewer
along with two (2) detention facilities and associated
appurtances.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and 
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7) 
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the 
Contractor.  If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the 
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, 
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four 
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Plans, specifications, and bidding documents are available 
at www.civcastusa.com. Said documents may be examined 
without charge in the office of Quiddity Engineering LLC, 
2322 W Grand Pkwy N, Suite 150, Katy, Texas 77449.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. 
An OPTIONAL pre-bid conference will be held on
Thursday, May 27, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard 
Time, via teleconference. Below is the contact information 
to attend the pre-bid by teleconference. 

Pre-Bid / WATER, SANITARY, & DRAINAGE
FACILITIES IN PARK AT ANSERRA
THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2022 10:00 AM – 10:30 AM (CDT)

Call Number: +1 (832) 856-3756
Phone Conference ID: 705 663 012#

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

Royal, Katy ISD athletes make TASCO All-State Soccer Team

TYLER TYRE

Seven Lakes’ Maddie Rich was named second team all-state. 

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Ty Koc, above, shoots during the Class 6A Region 
III Final between Seven Lakes and Cy-Creek in Deer 
Park. Right, Jordan goalkeeper Elijah Betancourt (1) 
during the Class 5A boys state semifinal between 
Dripping Springs and Katy Jordan on April 14, 2022 in 
Georgetown, Texas. TYLER TYRE

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy head coach Dianne Loftin, above, applauds her 
team during the Katy vs Katy Taylor soccer match at 
KHS. Left, Seven Lakes' Aidan Morrison #10 scores 
on the kick during Regional Quarterfinal soccer 
playoff game at Rhodes Stadium.
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Private Furnished Offices, Virtual Business Suites,  Co-Working Suites, Day
Offices, Conference Room rentals & more!  APEX Executive Suites allows
you to choose the office solution that you works best for the work you do.  

25807 Westheimer Pkwy
Third Floor

Katy, TX   77494

Stop in on FREE Pass Friday!
281.505.1106Call us

         Today

Let APEX Executive Suites be your "suite" business escape.
#APEXExecutiveSuites

Texans release schedule, will 
open season against Colts
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

The NFL released its 
regular season schedule on 
Thursday, and with it came a 
slew of interesting matchups 
for the Texans.

The biggest of which is 
when the Browns will come 
to NRG Stadium on Dec. 4 in 
what might be a rematch with 
former Texans quarterback 
Deshaun Watson.

This comes shortly over a 
month after Watson was trad-
ed to the Browns for a large 
haul, including first round 
picks in this year's draft as well 
as 2023 and 2024 to go with a 

2023 third round pick and a 
2024 fourth rounder.

Watson is still awaiting an 
announcement from the NFL 
on if the league will give him 
a suspension for the 22 civil 
lawsuits against him.

Houston will open the 
season against the Indianap-
olis Colts on Sept. 11, as the 
Texans will play at home to 
open the season for the sec-
ond straight year. 

The only prime time game 
of the season will come on 
Nov. 3 for the Texans, when 
they host the Eagles for Thurs-
day night football. Houston 
will also to play the Dallas 
Cowboys in December, in the 

two teams' first matchup since 
2018.

The Texans will take on NFC 
East and AFC West opponents 
throughout the season as well 
as their AFC South rivals.

The Texans will travel to 
Denver to challenge the Bron-
cos in the second week of the 
season before taking on the 
Bears in week three. Houston 
will end the season with three 
AFC South opponents, travel-
ing to Nashville to meet the Ti-
tans in week 16 before playing 
Jacksonville at home and away 
at Indianapolis in the final two 
weeks of the season. 

The Texans' bye will come 
in week six.

PRESEASON
Week	 Day	 Date	 Opponent	 Network	 Kickoff			
     Time
1 TBD TBD New Orleans Saints TBD TBD
2 TBD TBD at Los Angeles Rams TBD TBD
3 Thursday Aug. 24 San Francisco 49ers Prime  7 p.m.
    Video# 

REGULAR SEASON
Week	 Day	 Date	 Opponent	 Network	 Kickoff			
     Time
1 Sunday Sept. 11 Indianapolis Colts CBS Noon
2 Sunday Sept. 18 at Denver Broncos CBS 3:25 PM
3 Sunday Sept. 25 at Chicago Bears CBS Noon
4 Sunday Oct. 2 Los Angeles Chargers CBS Noon
5 Sunday Oct. 9 at Jacksonville Jaguars CBS Noon
6   Bye Week  
7 Sunday Oct. 23 at Las Vegas Raiders CBS 3:05 p.m.
8 Sunday Oct. 30 Tennessee Titans CBS 3:05 p.m.
9 Thursday Nov. 3 Philadelphia Eagles Prime 
    Video# 7:15 p.m.
10 Sunday Nov. 13 at New York Giants CBS Noon
11 Sunday Nov. 20 Washington Commanders FOX Noon
12 Sunday Nov. 27 at Miami Dolphins CBS Noon
13 Sunday Dec. 4 Cleveland Browns CBS Noon
14 Sunday Dec. 11 at Dallas Cowboys FOX Noon
15 Sunday Dec. 18 Kansas City Chiefs CBS Noon
16 Sunday Dec. 24 at Tennessee Titans CBS Noon
17 Sunday Jan. 1 Jacksonville Jaguars CBS Noon
18 TBD Jan. 7/8 at Indianapolis Colts TBD TBD

All games are broadcast live on Texans Radio on SportsRadio610, 100.3 
The Bull and in Spanish on Mega 101.

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING
o Flexible scheduling for Sunday night may be used twice between Weeks 

5-10, and during Weeks 11-15 and Week 17. In weeks of the season eligible for 
flexible scheduling, the games listed for the Sunday night window are tentative 
and subject to change. Only Sunday afternoon games are eligible to be moved to 
Sunday night, in which case the tentatively scheduled Sunday night game would 
be moved to a Sunday afternoon.

o Flexible scheduling will not be applied to games airing on Thursday or 
Monday nights.

o In Week 15, three of five designated matchups will be played on Saturday 
with the remainder to be played on Sunday. Specific dates and start times for the 
designated Week 15 matchups will be determined and announced at a later date 
during the season.

o In Week 18, two games will be played on Saturday (4:30 PM ET and 8:15 
PM ET) with the remainder to be played on Sunday afternoon (1:00 PM ET and 
4:25 PM ET) and one matchup to be played on Sunday night (8:20 PM ET). Spe-
cific dates, start times and networks for Week 18 matchups will be determined 
and announced following the conclusion of Week 17.

TEXANS  PRESEASON & REGULAR SCHEDULE

Houston Texans 
wide receiver 
Brandin Cooks 
(13) carries 
the ball after 
a reception 
during the first 
half of an NFL 
game between 
the Houston 
Texans and the 
Jacksonville 
Jaguars on 
September 
12, 2021 in 
Houston, Texas.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

from page B1
BASEBALL

it throughout, going 5.2 innings 
and allowing two runs on five hits 
while striking out two batters.

“I’ve just been trying to be 
patient and make every pitch 
count,” said Koger, who threw 
a no-hitter in his previous 
outing against Elkins. “I don’t 
think about the importance of a 
game or who I’m up against or 
anything like that. The only thing 
I do is try to go out there and 
throw strikes and get ahead in 
the count as much as I can so my 
defense can make plays behind 
me.”

Katy got the lead in the sec-
ond inning after Brady Englett 
reach on a hit by pitch and came 
around to score on an error, but 
the Katy offense struggled in the 
early innings and Jersey Village 
took the lead in the fifth off a 
fielders choice and an RBI single. 

But Katy immediately re-
sponded. The Tigers got two run-
ners on base in the fifth inning 
and Ferrebus took advantage of 
it, driving a triple to center field 
to drive in both and Nayden 
Ramirez followed it up with an 
RBI single to make it 4-2 Katy. 

“He kept throwing me curve-
balls outside and I noticed it early 
in my plate appearances,” Ferre-
bus said. "I made the adjustment 
and scooted up on the plate and 
was able to get my barrell further 
out of the zone. They threw the 
pitch again and I was able to take 
advantage of it.”

The Tigers capped things off 
with three more runs in the sixth, 
with Graham Laxton driving in 
two on a triple and Ryan George 
hitting a sacrifice fly. 

Jersey Village scored two in 
the seventh but that was all as the 
Tigers clinched the series.

The Tigers advance to play 
Taylor in the regional quarterfi-
nals.

 “We’ve just been practic-
ing hard and continuing to get 
better,” Koger said. “We know we 
have to get better every day and 
improve if we want to achieve our 
goals. We have to go as hard as 
we can.”

TYLER TYRE

Jhonnatan Ferrebus, above, hits during Friday’s 
area round game between Katy and Jersey 
Village at the Katy baseball field. Right, Parker 
Kidwell throws to first base during Friday’s area 
round game between Katy and Jersey Village at 
the Katy baseball field.
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