
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Fort Bend County 
Commissioner Andy 
Meyers was reelected in 
November 2020 to rep-
resent residents of the 
county’s third precinct. 
He was first sworn in as 
commissioner in 1997. 
Below, Meyers answers 
questions related to the 
state of the county, his 
goals for his next term 
and advises county res-
idents on how they can 
remain informed.

Note: Answers have 
been lightly edited to fit 
in the available space.

Q: While 2020 was 
a challenging time for 
Fort Bend County due to 
COVID-19 and sever-
al other factors, what 
successes do you feel the 
county and your peers on 
the commissioners court 
had last year?

A:  Fort Bend County 
still faces challeng-
es from the last year, 
particularly in the 
economic fallout from 
the shutdown orders. 
Our work as a Commis-
sioners Court is not yet 
done, any more than it 
is done for thousands 
of workers and families 
who are still without 
work or financially 

hurting from business 
closures. The County 
Commissioners agreed 
early in the pandemic 
to restrict spending, but 
a budgetary shortfall 
still exists and there is a 
current push to extend 
the county’s budget far 
beyond what is prudent. 
Unless this … is reined 
in, it would be prema-
ture to judge any part of 
2020 as a success.

Q: After being sworn 
in for another term, what 
are a few of your top 
goals outside of mobility 
to accomplish over the 
course of the next four 
years of your term?

A:  My primary goal 
is lowering taxes for our 
residents while limiting 

the growth of govern-
ment spending. I will 
continue to focus on 
responsible budgeting 
and spending so that the 
county can help provide 
relief to struggling fami-
lies with a vote to lower 
the tax rate again in 2021 
and the years beyond.

My secondary goal 
is working with our 
state legislature to bring 
back a portion of our 
residents’ sales taxes 
to our communities 
instead of allowing the 
City of Houston to take 
away $20 million each 
year from our taxpay-
ers. Through Houston’s 
strategic partnership 
agreements in the unin-
corporated area of Fort 
Bend County, these mil-
lions of dollars are not 
spent on law enforce-
ment and roads for OUR 
residents, but are instead 
going to Houston where 
their council spends our 
tax money on bolster-
ing their failing budget. 
This is taxation without 
representation since 
none of our residents in 
Precinct 3 can vote for 
any member of Houston 
City Council and we re-
ceive no City of Houston 
services.

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

WACO—Buda Hays’ Slot-T of-
fense was thought to be a test for 
Katy High’s defense. As a whole, 
the Tigers were thought to be 
threatened, finally, for the first 
time this postseason when they 
lined up against the Rebels.

None of those pipe dreams 
ultimately came to fruition.

Katy decimated Buda Hays, 
63-7, in their Class 6A-Division II 
state semifinal on Saturday, Jan. 
9, at McLane Stadium, scoring on 
all six of its first half possessions 
to lead 42-0 at the break and book 
an early trip to this week’s state 
championship game.

Katy is in the state title game 
for the first time since 2015, 
which also happens to be when 

the Tigers won their eighth state 
title. No. 9 state-ranked Katy (13-
1) plays No. 8 Cedar Hill (12-1) at 
1 p.m. on Saturday, January 16, 
at AT&T Stadium, home of Jerry 
Jones’ Dallas Cowboys.

“It’s an amazing feeling,” 
senior receiver and team captain 
Taylor Saulsberry said. “We’ve 
gone four years and not been 
able to win it. Now we have the 
chance, it’s great. It means a lot 
to all of us. When you grow up 
in Katy, you dream of winning 
state championships. This means 
everything.”

Katy is making a record 15th 
trip overall to the state champi-
onship game. The Tigers are 8-6 

all-time in state title games.
This year’s postseason 

journey has been one of thor-
ough domination, as the Tigers 
have outscored their foes by a 
combined score of 223-52 and are 
winning by an average margin of 
42.8 points.

The state semi was no differ-
ent than any of Katy’s other three 
playoff wins. The Tigers out-
gained the Rebels 435-183 in total 
yards, had 22 first downs to Hays’ 
11, and did not punt.

Katy led 21-0 after the first 

quarter, buoyed by excellent field 
position set up by two fumble 
recoveries by junior linebacker 
Ty Kana and senior defensive end 
Cal Varner III, placing Katy on 
the Hays 25- and 27-yard lines, 
respectively, for easy scores.
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DESTINATION: JERRY WORLD
No. 9 Katy routs Buda Hays 
in state semis, sets up title 
showdown with Cedar Hill

RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High senior safety Dalton Johnson upends Buda Hays senior running back Michael 
Boudoin III during the Tigers’ 63-7 Class 6A-Division II state semifinal win on Saturday, Jan. 9, at 
McLane Stadium in Waco.

Senior LB Bowling an 
inspiration for Tigers,

SEE PAGE 6

Tigers enjoying run for 
seniors,

SEE PAGE 6

CLASS 6A-DIVISION II 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

KATY HIGH (13-1) VS. 
CEDAR HILL (12-1)

Saturday, Jan. 16, 1 p.m.
AT&T Stadium in Arlington 

See TIGERS, page 9
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Q&A with Commissioner Meyers
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Abigail’s Place on a mission to end homelessness in county
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

While many Fort Bend County 
residents may look at their sur-
roundings and think they have 
the best of both worlds – the con-
venience of the city and the quiet 
of a suburban or rural lifestyle, 
but Fort Bend County has its fair 
share of metropolitan troubles 
such as homelessness, which is 
where Abigail’s Place steps in, 
said Aaron Groff.

“The bottom line is, we are 
on a mission to end episodic 
homelessness in Fort Bend 
County. And, for us specifically, 
that means that our mission is 
to support single moms who are 
facing homelessness as a result 
of circumstances (beyond their 
control),” said Groff, who not only 
serves as the mayor of Fulshear, 
but also executive director for 
Abigail’s Place.

Groff said there are many rea-
sons mothers and their children 
come to Abigail’s place. Some are 
facing divorce and find them-
selves without needed resources 

as they move away from their 
spouse’s income, while others 
may have experienced domestic 
violence.

“But that’s not always the case, 
it may just be that for the first 
time one of our clients comes to 
us and they’re facing life as a sin-

gle mother for the very first time,” 
Groff said. “In other instances, 
they’ve been a single mom for a 
while, but they’ve lost their job, or 
their hours have been cut, and so, 
making ends meet has become 
much more difficult.”

Regardless, Groff said the 
process to get help remains the 
same. Potential clients are asked 
to visit the nonprofit’s website 
(see sidebar) and apply for 
assistance on the “Contact Us” 
page. From there, needs are as-
sessed using the application and 
follow up contacts to obtain any 
additional information. Housing 
services or other supports are 
provided on a case-by-case basis. 
An Abigail’s Place staff member 
also provides the client with 
contact information for other 
community or governmental re-
sources that can assist the family, 
Groff said.

While support in general rose 
over the 2020 calendar year, Groff 
said, cash donations have been 

See MISSION, page 5

COURTESY ABIGAIL’S PLACE  

Abigail’s Place Executive Director Aaron Groff delivers Christmas gifts to one of Abigail’s Place’s 
clients over the recent holiday season. Abigail’s Place offers a variety of assistance, including 
interim housing, to single mothers who are facing hardships which may lead to homelessness 
for them and their children without some sort of aid from the community.

New House 
speaker 
lays out 
challenges

FILE PHOTO 

Texas’ 87th Legislature began its session 
Tuesday which will continue through May 
31. Legislators face a budget shortfall, a 
struggling economy and an effort to move 
beyond partisan politics which have faced the 
nation in recent days.

By CHRIS COBLER
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIAITON

The 87th session of the Texas 
Legislature opened Tuesday with 
COVID-19 encompassing every 
aspect of what the lawmakers do, 
according to new House Speaker 
Dade Phelan.

“COVID, obviously, it will be 
a blanket over the entire session,” 
Phelan told his hometown TV 
station, KFDM Channel 6, in Beau-
mont. “We will deal with it in every 
aspect of policy. It will be a huge 
determining factor in the budget.

Before the pandemic hit, 
Phelan said, legislators “were sup-
posed to come into this budget cy-
cle with a surplus, and now we’re 
coming into it with a deficit …”

Money will be even tighter for 
the next two-year budget lawmak-
ers write during the session, he 
said.

“The No. 1 goal is to get the 
economy back on track,” Phelan 
said.

For opening day, Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick and State Rep. Charlie Ge-
ren, R-Fort Worth, and chair of the 
administration committee, laid 
out safety protocols for lawmakers 
and visitors to follow at the state 
Capitol, which recently reopened 
after closing in March because of 
the pandemic. The opening cere-
mony was scheduled to be shorter 
than usual to reduce time spent 
gathering.

“It’s always been difficult to be 
speaker. It’s never been easy, but 
going into this session, the 87th, 
given the budget deficit, redis-
tricting, and the fact that we have 
the first pandemic in 102 years in 
which to operate, I’m exceptionally 
proud they’ve given me this honor,” 
Phelan said of the bipartisan coa-
lition of lawmakers that voted for 
him to be the new speaker.

See TEXAS, page 5

Council approves 
apartment upgrades, 
park camera and 
discusses plaza project
By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy City Council 
met virtually Jan. 11 for 
its first meeting of the 
calendar year. During 
the meeting council 
members discussed the 
ongoing Katy Downtown 
Plaza project, authorized 
installation of a camera 
to monitor the Katy Dog 
Park and approved a 
waiver for fees associated 
with renovations to the 
Katy Manor Apartments.

“This development 
has been on the ground 
since 1997, and (Fieser 
Development, Inc.) 
purchased it and it was 
originally financed with 
… United Stated De-
partment of Agriculture 
funds. That funding will 
stay in place and we are 
applying to the Texas De-
partment of Housing and 
Community Affairs for 
housing tax credits to re-
habilitate the property,” 
said Robbye Meyer with 
Arx Vantage, a real estate 
development consulting 
firm that specializes in 

affordable housing.

MIND YOUR 
MANOR

The Katy Manor 
Apartments, located at 
5360 E. 5th St. in Katy, 
is an affordable housing 
facility that includes 
three residential build-
ings and one community 
building. The complex 
provides 48 two-bed-
room apartment homes 
reserved for families 
making 60% and below 
the Katy area’s medi-
an income – or about 
$47,000 annual house-
hold income.

Rehabilitation of 
the facility will in-
clude several upgrades 
including Energy Star 
appliances, tile floors, 
roofing replacements, 
new gutters, new sinks 
and retrofitting parking 
areas for handicapped 
accessibility.

Applications for 
federal grant money are 
being processed and 

See COUNCIL page 5
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Louis LeRoy Davis, Jr., age 
87 of Katy, passed away on 
December 31, 2020. Lou (Pa-
pa-Lou) was born in Centrev-
ille, MS. He attended college at 
LSU and University of Houston. 
From college he completed his 
tour of duty in the United States 
Army as a financial officer and 
had the privilege of playing 
many Golf Tournaments as a 
Pro.  He even won a few. He 
met his wife, Sandy at a golf 
course in which he was the Golf 
Superintendent. Lou and Sandy 
were married for 30 years until 
her passing in 1993. They had 3 
children.

In 1995, Lou and Joyce were 
married and resided in Katy. 
Lou had many jobs, but his 
most rewarding was being a 
houseparent at Boys Country, a 
Christian Boys Home and work-
ing at Brookwood, a home for 
disabled. He was a deacon at the 
Baptist churches he attended.  

Louis is preceded in death 
by his parents Louis LeRoy and 
Georgia Rae Davis, Sr., and wife 
Sandra Ann Davis. Survived by 
his wife Joyce Davis, daughter 
Stacy Davis, daughter LuAnn 
Miller and husband Kenny, Son, 
Louis Tuffy Davis and wife Vicki, 
stepdaughter Natalie Lofton, 

and stepson Jacky Warren. Sis-
ter, Esther Culver and husband 
Jerry. Grandchildren Alec Bray 
and wife Natalie, Alyssa Bray. 
Step grandchildren Kellen Mill-
er, Chase Miller, Shelby Purcell 
and Travis Field, Ashley Moreno 
and husband Mike, Kodi Lofton, 
Randy Warren, Chris Warren 
and four great grandchildren.  

Funeral Services were held 
at Canon Funeral Home on 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
at 10:00a.m. with Rev. Elbert 
White officiating.  

In Lieu of Flowers, dona-
tions can be made to https://
boysandgirlscountry.org.
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

P.O. Box 678,  Katy, TX  77492-0678

281-391-3141

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Adequate yearly progress
      (abbr.)
 4. Silicon Valley’s specialty
 8. Gather a harvest
10. Famed mathematician
11. No (slang)
12. Students use one
13. Type of molecule
15. Play make-believe
16. Large barrel-like
      containers
17. Touching
18. Treats allergies
21. Calendar month
22. Single
23. Cease to live
24. Brew
25. What ghosts say
26. Geological time
27. Focus
34. Discomfort
35. A citizen of Iran
36. Trip
37. Imitate
38. Makes happy
39. Double-reed instrument
40. Body parts
41. Transgressions
42. One-time emperor of
      Russia
43. Time zone

CLUES DOWN
 1. Used in treating bruises

 2. One who cultivates a
      small estate
 3. One who supports the
      Pope
 4. Annuity
 5. Geological period
 6. Grab onto tightly
 7. Kept
 9. Chinese city
10. The most direct route
12. Type of tooth
14. __ kosh, near Lake
      Winnebago
15. Popular veggie
17. Supervises interstate
      commerce
19. Foolish behaviors

20. Witness
23. Gives
24. Expression of creative
      skill
25. A way to prop up
26. Midway between
      northeast and east
27. Winter melon
28. Supernatural power
29. Target
30. Threes
31. A type of poetic verse
32. They make some people
      cry
33. Kindest
34. Forman and Ventimiglia
      are two
36. A way to liquefy

SECURE ~ SAFE ~ CLEAN
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE FAMILY.
1555 W. Grand Pkwy N., Katy, TX 77493 ~ 281.395.3449

www.selfstorageinkaty.com  • sunnysselfstorage@gmail.com

1 MONTH FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with 
Coupon.  New move-ins only.  

One coupon per customer/party.  
Not valid with any other offer.  

Subject to availability.

2 MONTHS FREE
Must be paid in Advance – with 
Coupon.  New move-ins only.  

One coupon per customer/party.  
Not valid with any other offer.  

Subject to availability.

GRAND PARKWAY
SELF STORAGE

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com
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TRIBUTES

Dorothy 
Faye Thayer, 
age 76, 
passed away 
on Decem-
ber 21, 2020 
suddenly.  
She was a 
loving and 
selfless 
person who 
touched so 
many lives.  

Dorothy 
is prede-
ceased by 
her parents 
JH Brown, 
Jr. and Bernice Eloff Brown, brother Gene 
Brown, sister Shirley Faulk, husband Kenneth 
Thompson, and husband Edward Thayer.h 
Thompson, and husband Edward Thayer.

She is survived by brother Ray Brown 
and wife Barbara, sister in law Peggy Brown, 
brother in law Dale Faulk, son Kenny 
Thompson (Lynn), daughter Jennifer Scheffer 
(James), granddaughters Shyanne Verbitsky 
(Josh), Stephanie Cash, Haylee Norman, and 
Anna Scheffer, great grandchildren Cash 
Bourque, Kylie Cash, Annistyn Cash and 
Jonah Verbitsky, numerous nieces and neph-
ews, great nieces and nephews, and many 
friends.

Visitation only services were held on Janu-
ary 9th, 2021 at The Bolin Chapel, 600 Pin Oak 
Rd., Katy, TX 77494 from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.

LOUIS LEROY DAVIS, JR.
1933-2021

DOROTHY FAYE THAYER
1944-2021

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The new year began 
with numerous state recog-
nitions for three Katy ISD 
high schools.

Cinco Ranch, Katy, and 
Taylor high school FFA 
groups took home a com-
bined 17 recognitions after 
participating in numerous 
leadership development 
events, or LDEs. Addi-
tionally, 10 percent of the 
FFA LDE Top Teams were 
composed of Katy ISD 
alone and the Katy High 
School FFA won the Overall 
Sweepstakes Award.

“These competitions 
make agricultural science 
instruction come to life.  
They create situations 
for our FFA students to 
demonstrate their abilities 
in public speaking, deci-
sion making, communica-
tion and their knowledge 
of agriculture and the FFA 
organization,” said CTE 
Instructional Specialist 
Ashlee Laird.

State contest results 
include the following:

CINCO RANCH HIGH 
SCHOOL:
Top 24 in the State of Texas for 
Senior Farm Skills
Top 24 in the State of Texas for 
Public Relations
Top 24 in the State of Texas for 
Agricultural Issues
KATY HIGH SCHOOL:
State Champions in Chapter 
Agricultural Quiz
Third in the State of Texas for 
Public Relations
Fourth in the State of Texas for 
Agriculture Advocacy
Fourth in the State of Texas for 
Agricultural Issues
Fifth in the State of Texas for Jr. 
Agricultural Quiz
Seventh in the State of Texas for 
Radio Broadcasting
Ninth in the State of Texas for 
Senior Creed Speaking
Ninth in the State of Texas for Jr. 
Chapter Conducting
Top 24 in the State of Texas for 
Senior Chapter Conducting
TAYLOR HIGH SCHOOL:
Fifth in the State of Texas for 
FFA Radio Broadcasting
Fifth in the State of Texas for 
Senior Farm Skills
Seventh in the State of Texas for 
Senior Chapter Conducting
Seventh in the State of Texas for 
Agricultural Advocacy
Top 24 in the State of Texas for 
Junior FFA Creed Speaking

KISD students earn 
recognition at state level



Mark Lyndon Bing, revered 
physician and life-long servant 
of Katy, Texas, passed away from 
the effects of Fragile X Tremor 
and Ataxia Syndrome (FXTAS) 
peacefully at home surrounded 
by family. His passing shortly fol-
lows 36 fervent years of medical 
practice with special adoration 
for the underserved.

He married his loving wife, 
Kelly Beck Bing in 1987. He is 
survived by her and his five 
beautiful children: Elizabeth 
Cools and husband Joshua 
Cools, Ethan Bing and wife 
Claudia Wei, Natalie Morgan and 
husband Cody Morgan, Mariel 
Godeaux and husband John Go-
deaux, and Elliot Bing along with 
5 grandchildren and 2 miracle 
grandbabies on the way. He will 
be watching over and protecting 
them from heaven.

Mark was the eldest son of 
Doctor Lyndon Bing and Dorothy 
Bing and brother of Sarah Turn-
er, Rebecca Quantz, Martha Cul-
breth, and Doctor Paul Bing. He 
loved trains, chess, morse code, 
running, shortwave radio, the 
Katy Tigers and like many young 
boys of that time, he was par-
ticularly fond of blowing things 
up. He would walk the sidelines 
with his father at Katy Tiger 
football games instead of his own 
Kinkaid School games. Much 
like his Uncle Arlys, he loved to 
outsmart anyone and everyone. 
He was once sent to the barn 
during a family lunch after his 
father grew tired of hearing him 
sing the jingle from the Chuck 
Davis Chevrolet commercial, one 
too many times. Mark made sure 
to belt the tune loud enough for 
everyone to hear in the house, 
much to his parent’s dismay. And 
when his mother punished him 
by making him walk home one 
day, he had a grand time stroll-
ing down the railroad tracks. He 
took his time, and arrived well 
after dark, worrying his mother 
sick.

He practiced medicine insis-
tently and unceremoniously and 
delivered treatment without the 
desire or care for glory.

His medical training began 
in Guatemala where he was 
accepted into the Opus Dei 
Catholic community. He learned 
Spanish and treated the impov-
erished population with limited 
resources at hand. It broke his 
heart wide open. And from that 
crevice, an endless torrent of 
love, compassion, and strength 
never stopped flowing. He 
completed his Internal Medicine 
residency at the Marshall School 
of Medicine in West Virginia 
and returned to Katy to prac-
tice alongside his father. Lines 
quickly grew out the door as he’d 
steal out to the back to paint his 
boyish grin upon the afternoon 
train chugging by.

As if he was not busy enough, 
he earned his Master’s in Public 
Health at the University of Texas 
and Master’s in Liberal Arts at 
Houston Baptist University. He 
sat on the University of Texas at 
Houston Medical School Admis-
sions Committee. He precepted 
medical students and nurse 
practitioners, some practicing 
in Katy today. Out of his dozens 
of accolades, he was most proud 
to receive the Phillip Overton 
Award from the Texas Medical 

Foundation for his commitment 
to improving healthcare in Texas.

Doctor Bing was instrumen-
tal in expanding medical care 
as Katy exploded. He was a 
founding partner of the Medical 
Colleagues of Texas which has 
touched the lives of over 75,000 
Katyites to date. He helped 
the development Katy Medical 
Complex and what has now 
become Memorial Hermann 
Katy Rehabilitation Hospital. 
He dedicated years to treating 
nursing home and hospice pa-
tients. He touched the hearts of 
these patients; he came to them 
as a clinician, and as they left, a 
friend. He always made sure ev-
eryone had a smile on their face. 
Many will hear the echoes of his 
shuffling feet and loud sipping 
of Diet Coke in the halls of his 
practice, affiliated hospitals, and 
nursing homes for years to come.

Doctor Bing gave in all areas 
of his life. Providing an exhaus-
tive list would be a feat in itself. 
He was most notably known as 
the Katy High School football 
team physician. He was incred-
ibly proud to take over the role 
from his father earning 5 state 
rings along the way. He missed 
only a handful of games in his 
lifetime, even flying home from 
a family vacation to attend a 
playoff game in 2001. He was in-
credibly humbled by his admis-
sion into the Texas High School 
Football Hall of Fame and the 
Katy ISD Hall of Honor. Sponsor-
ing the state championship rings 
for Katy’s 1959 football team, 
received decades later, was also 
a cherished moment for him. His 
love for student athletics extend-
ed beyond football, serving the 
Katy ISD wrestling program as a 
program physician and wres-
tling official. His instrumental 
support in the Greater Houston 
Cycling foundation boosted the 
Alkek Velodrome’s youth cycling 
program for decades.

His unfaltering support ex-

tended beyond student athletics 
and growth, but in so many areas 
of the community. You could 
often find him supporting his 
mother Dorothy at City Coun-
cil meetings, cheering on Katy 
ISD FFA students by lending 
space in his barns and bidding 
on livestock auctions, hosting 
foreign exchange students, 
and spending countless hours 
teaching academic decathlon. 
Doctor Bing was a huge support-
er of academic success. Doctor 
Bing also served as the medical 
director for several nursing care 
facilities, Katy Fire Department, 
and several other Katy area fire 
departments and EMS agencies 
for many years. He looked for-
ward to attending and partici-
pating in the annual Katy Police 
Department fish fry and Katy Fire 
Department supper fundraisers.

Doctor Bing had a love of 
trains that began when he was 
just a boy. He fondly reminisced 
about hearing the engines 
roar through old town Katy. 
The obsession only grew; Elm 
Street Station was later born. He 
opened his home and his station, 
serving hot dogs, lemonade, 
and train rides to the commu-
nity. He was especially excited 
when Boy Scouts came to run 
the trains and earn their railroad 
merit badge. And if that wasn’t 
enough, he eagerly kept busy 
cleaning windows, making beds, 
and assuming porter responsi-
bilities on his private pullman 
car, the Silver Iris. The joy that 
the Silver Iris brought him and 
all that travelled with him was 
unparalleled. The private car has 
since been retired and Doctor 
Bing graciously donated it to the 
Wheels Museum in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico where it will 
reside for all to see and enjoy.

Doctor Bing leaves behind a 
multitude of loving staff, medical 
partners, friends, and family 
that have remained by his side 
for many, many years. While it 

proves impossible to illustrate 
the impact he leaves behind, we 
celebrate the footprint he has left 
on each of our hearts.

Visitation services to honor 
Doctor Bing were held Wednes-
day the 13th of January at 5pm 
at Schmidt Funeral Home, 
Grand Parkway. A celebration 
of life Mass was held at Saint 
Bartholomew Catholic Church 
in Katy on Thursday the 14th of 
January at 10am. An escorted 
procession and private graveside 
service followed.

In respect of Doctor Bing’s 
life-long mission to keep Katy 
healthy, the family encourages 
strict, social distance measures. 
All persons with exposure to 
COVID-19, symptoms, or con-
cerns are asked to pay their re-
spects by attending the streamed 
service virtually. Masks will be 
required at all services and tem-
perature checks will be taken at 
both locations.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks those to consider donating 
to the FXTAS Research Fund at 
the UC Davis MIND Institute in 
memory of Doctor Mark Bing. 
This will further Doctor Bing’s 
legacy in helping others, espe-
cially those suffering from this 
little known, debilitating disease. 
You may give securely online at 
https://give.ucdavis.edu/MIND/
FXTASRF. Or, checks, made 
payable to UC Davis Foundation 
and can be mailed to the address 
below. Please include “FXTAS 
Research Fund in memory of 
Doctor Mark Bing” in the memo 
line. FXTAS Research Fund, US 
Davis Advancement Services, c/o 
In Memory of Dr. Mark Bing 202 
Cousteau Place #185, Davis, CA 
95618.

Condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.SchmidtFuneral-
Home.net

 Funeral services held under 
the direction of: Schmidt Funeral 
Home, 1344 W. Grand Parkway 
South, Katy, Texas.

TRIBUTE

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship
BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com
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You might have seen the 
photo by now. Of all the 
disturbing images of 

Wednesday’s insurrection, this 
one lingers.

The photo, shot by Michael 
Robinson Chavez of the Wash-
ington Post, shows seven or so 
Trump supporters scaling the 
wall on the Senate side of the 
U.S. Capitol.

There’s a certain irony in this 
photo, due only perhaps to the 
way my mind works.

On June 6, 1944, D-Day, 
a group of 225 Army Rangers 
scaled a 100-foot cliff at Pointe 
Du Hoc on the coast of Norman-
dy in France. The soldiers used 
ropes and ladders as German 
gunfire rained down on them. It 
was chaos and carnage but they 
kept climbing and a handful 
made it to the top.

Most of the soldiers who 
made the climb are gone 
now, killed either that day, in 
subsequent days of fighting, or 
claimed by time.

If they were here, and we 
could ask them, I wonder what 
they would think of the photo 
from Wednesday. Would they 
simply shake their heads? What 
would they say?

I’m reasonably sure they 
would tell us they didn’t scale 
that cliff 76 years ago for this – for 
the business of our Republic to 
be shamefully disrupted by ex-
tremists who wouldn’t recognize 
the Constitution if it were stapled 
to their foreheads.

The soldiers who scaled 
the cliff at Pointe Du Hoc were 
fighting for an objective truth – 
“that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”

On the other hand, some can 
justify any sort of abhorrent be-
havior in the name of what they 
believe to be a just cause.

The one thing far-left anar-
chists, neo-Nazis, Antifa, the Ku 
Klux Klan and the rioters who 
stormed the Capitol have in 
common is they believe they’re 
on the right side of history. This 
is the problem with a worldview 
absent of objective truth.

Let’s not confuse extremists 
who feel justified in committing 
violence with those with whom 
we disagree politically. The 
rioters involved in Wednesday’s 
national embarrassment are no 
more conservative than left-wing 
radicals, who lay siege to Ameri-
can cities in the name of “justice” 
are liberal.

“What is the difference be-
tween the left-wing fringe, BLM, 
that lit police stations on fire, tried 
to light a federal courthouse on 

fire, occupied two cities, looted 
and engaged in violence, and 
what the people did yesterday in 
the Capitol? There’s not much of a 
difference at all. It all needs to be 
condemned,” Ari Fleischer, for-
mer press secretary for President 
George W. Bush, told Fox News.

What we saw on Wednesday 
was a violent, angry mob – not 
patriots – shamefully invited and 
incited by the President of the 
United States, engaged in what 
amounted to an invasion of the 
American Capitol, the likes of 
which has not been seen since 
the British set fire to the structure 
in 1814.

For six weeks, Trump had 
been telling his loyalists, and any-
one else who would listen, that 
the election was stolen, that the 
fight must continue, that the elec-
tion results must be overturned. 
On Wednesday, he worked his 
supporters, assembled near the 
Capitol, into a lather one more 
time as Congress met to certify 
Electoral College votes.

Yes, this is President Trump’s 
fault.

Former Attorney General 
William Barr, who resigned last 
month after he refused to cave 
in to the president’s demand 
to investigate unsubstantiated 
election fraud, told the Associ-
ated Press that “orchestrating 
a mob to pressure Congress is 
inexcusable.” And, I would add, 
indefensible.

The president’s behavior 
aside for the moment, what 
about the rest of us?

I’ve heard many times since 
Wednesday, from politicians and 
pundits, “This is not who we are 
as Americans.” But maybe it is. 
It’s clearly not who we should be 
but maybe it really is who we are. 
Maybe the fringes are creeping 
ever closer to the center.

But we say, “Come on now! I 
would never do something like 
that.” Perhaps not but would we 
fire off a divisive tweet or post an 
angry Facebook entry? Would we 
bait our coworkers into argu-
ments or fail to listen to those 
with whom we disagree?

If we’re really going to save 
the country, we need to admit 
who we are.

There is one thing on which 
we should all agree as we look 
at that photo from Wednesday. 
Whatever America should be, 
this isn’t it.

My son Gideon certainly 
had a high-octane under-
standing of the THEORY 

of driving last winter.
As far as the rubber meeting the 

road, not so much.
My wife and I were relieved that 

he was enrolled in Drivers Edu-
cation in high school, under the 
supervision of the football coach; 
but right before it was Gideon’s turn 
to get behind the steering wheel, 
Covid-19 shut everything down for 
the rest of the school year.

Gideon received a grade for the 
abbreviated course, but now it’s 
back in the hands of his parents 
to get him ready for his driver’s 
license. My wife has been elected 
to be the primary teacher. And by 
“elected,” I mean she threatened me 
with a kangaroo court and a firing 
squad if I traumatize the lad with 
my stressed-out micro-manage-
ment.

If I’m along for the lessons at all, 
my job is to sit quietly in the back 
seat and refrain from uttering any 
of the following allegedly discon-
certing phrases: “Ramming speed!,” 
“Bandit, this is Snowman; you’ve 
got Smokey Bear on your tail” and 
“I’ve willed all four cats…oops, all 
three cats… to my brother, just in 
case.”

We must be patient with Gideon 
“I brake for…reasons known only 

to myself” Tyree as he builds 
confidence. Rome wasn’t built in a 
day. And apparently the end of the 
driveway wasn’t reached in a day, 
either!

I remember my own travails 
enough to empathize with Gideon’s 
anxieties about doing something 
embarrassing or destructive; but 
my memories have been placed 
into perspective to the point that 
they’re no longer a raw wound. 
Except I hate running into people I 
know when we’re out for a lesson. 
(“Gimme five!” “I would, but all 10 
are permanently embedded in the 
upholstery.”)

Gideon has mastered the part of 
the spectrum that indicates “stop,” 
“go” and “caution” at a traffic light. 
But I dread his having to negotiate 
with other motorists at a four-way 
stop. My years of driving have con-
vinced me that there is an infrared 
signal turning everyone’s brains to 
the consistency of used Pennzoil at 
a 4-way stop. (“Okay, my PhD can 

help me with this. The motorist on 
my right is…is…no, don’t tell me…
hey, a turn signal! This must be 
one of those newfangled cars that 
comes equipped with one!”)

Gideon is growing up too fast, 
but I still don’t want an open-ended 
career as his chaperone when he 
starts dating. I want him to take 
responsibility for his own transpor-
tation. I just hope he can make it to 
the point of taking out girls without 
taking out MAILBOXES.

I don’t ever want Gideon to be 
cocky about his driving, but I do 
look forward to his getting more 
comfortable. Right now, there is the 
danger of overcompensating when 
there’s a slick spot or an obstacle.

Granted, some guys NEVER 
outgrow overcompensating. (“Hey, 
baby. New in town? Hop in my new 
sports car. We’ll have a good time… 
right after I go for my hair-plug 
appointment, stop at Costco for the 
bulk little blue pills, drop off this 
alimony check, make car payment 
number six of 150 and…Dang! She 
went from zero to 60 in under five 
seconds!”)

I know we’ll someday laugh 
about Gideon’s joining the ranks of 
licensed drivers; but right now, it’s 
problematic.

“Got your ears on, Bandit? 
There’s a big insurance premium in-
crease breathin’ down your neck…” 

RICH 
MANIERI 
SPECIAL  
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Laying blame for 
the Capitol riots 
where it belongs

DANNY 
TYREE
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

Do you remember learning to drive?

SECTION 4
Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 

officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress 
may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate 

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that 
the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice 

President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting 
President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that 
no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice 
President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive department or 
of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the 
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
their written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties 
of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight 
hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after 
receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-
one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both 
Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the 
President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

CONSTITUTION CORNER
U.S. Constitution, 25th Amendment



awards for the grants are ex-
pected to be released in July. 
As part of that process, a res-
olution of support from the 
city was required as well as a 
waiver of the $250 fee. Both 
were approved unanimously 
by City Council.

If all applications are 
approved, the project is ex-
pected to begin work on the 
complex in June of 2022.

WATCHDOG
City Council also ap-

proved the installation of a 
camera at the City of Katy 
Off-Leash Dog Park located 
at 5414 Franz Road. The item 
was placed on the agenda by 
Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris 
and Council Member Rory 
Robertson after they were 
made aware of animals being 
abandoned at the park on 
regular basis, according to 
city documents.

City Administrator 
Byron Hebert said that, after 
receiving the request to have 
the issue of the camera at 
the dog park on the agenda, 
he spoke with Police Chief 
Noe Diaz and other city staff 
regarding the issue.

“We figured out how 
we’re going to be able to put 
that camera up, pay for it 
and get it done,” Hebert said. 
“(The camera’s) already been 
ordered. I haven’t received 
the actual … when the instal-
lation date will be complete, 
but it’s definitely moved 
forward.”

Diaz joined in on the 
discussion at that point and 
clarified that a pole had been 
identified to mount the cam-
era on which would allow 
good reception between the 
nearby police station and the 
camera and that the camera 

would be installed Jan. 19, 
barring hazardous weather.

“For us, it was functional, 
you know. The council was 
very concerned about the 
persons unfortunately having 
to drop off a pet inside of 
our kennel,” Diaz said. “… It 
happens on occasion and we 
think we’ll put a stop to it im-
mediately. So it’s twofold, that 
helps us there and it helps us 
not having excess pets inside 
our kennel as well.”

Robertson said he was 
glad the project was moving 
forward to monitor the dog 
park for animal abandon-
ment and that he felt the 
move was a victory for ani-
mals and for the city of Katy.

“We cannot allow animals 
to be dumped at any of our 
city parks, and this number 
was not small,” Robertson 
said. “We must stop this 
practice.”

PLAZA PLEASE
Council also received 

an update and a request to 
change part of the Down-
town Katy Plaza project. 
Construction on the facility 
broke ground in 2019 but 
has been delayed due to 
COVID-19 and other issues 
that have arisen.

Council Member Janet 
Corte and Harris asked for 
the item to be on the agenda, 
according to city documents.

Chris LeBlanc of LJA 
Engineering provided an 

update on the project. In an 
email to the city dated Jan. 
4, LeBlanc said pavement 
layout is complete and an 
electrical line for the Katy 
Civic Center has been relo-
cated. Remaining hardscap-
ing items that need to be 
completed are construction 
of footings for a trellis that 
began in early January, with 
the associated trellis work 
being ordered the first week 
of the month as well.

In terms of landscaping, 
Lacebark Elms have been 
planted, flower bed prepara-
tion and layout are complete, 
irrigation mainlines and con-
trols have been installed and 
pavers have been installed 
where needed.

Landscaping items 
that need to be complet-
ed include an electrical 
installation for the irrigation 
controls, a functional check 
of the irrigation system and 
planting.

Council approved a 
request to change from seed 
to sod for planting grass in 
the area at an additional cost 
of just more than $8,900, 
bringing the total cost up to 
slightly more than $49,600 
for this phase of the plaza’s 
development.

Corte also asked for the 
city to request additional 
input from residents on the 
plans for the plaza to ensure 
residents were still in agree-
ment of the plaza’s develop-
ment as planned.

Q: Mobility is a serious 
issue for Fort Bend County as 
its population continues to 
expand, especially in Precinct 
3. With the passage of the re-
cent mobility bond, what are 
a few of the more significant 
projects that are coming to 
the precinct in the next couple 
of years?

A:  The expansion of The 
Grand Parkway remains the 
biggest need that we have 
with TXDoT. My office and 
our County Engineering 
Department are in constant 
communication with the 
TXDoT Houston District 
Office and our state legis-
lators to prioritize as many 
new projects in this corridor 
as possible. To date, coun-
ty voters have approved 
mobility funds to build three 
additional frontage road 
segments on the southbound 
side of SH99, which will be 
constructed at the same time 
as additional interior main 
lanes, ramp reversals, and 
flyover bridges to and from 
FM 1093/Westpark Tollway.

TXDOT will also be kick-
ing off the expansion of FM 
1463 in two phases in 2021. 
They have spent several years 
in the process of acquiring 
right of way and final engi-

neering and work (will) get 
underway this year.

Precinct 3 is the only pre-
cinct that has already held 
a kickoff meeting to begin 
engineering design and proj-
ect management on the 2020 
mobility bond projects that 
were authorized by voters in 
November. We released a full 
set of updates to each project 
on our Facebook page in 
December with more details 
for your readers.

Q: As the pandemic has 
carried on, it is becoming ap-
parent that the nonprofits in 
our community are stretched 
to their limits. What plans 
do you have in place to help 
area nonprofits support the 
community?

A:  It certainly has been 
difficult. Many years ago, I 
established Fort Bend Char-
ities, a 501c3 that serves as 
another means of financial 
support for several of local 
nonprofits. We have raised 
about $2 million for their 
benefit.  Like similar groups, 
Fort Bend Charities’ fund-
raising dropped off signifi-
cantly in 2020, but we were 
still able to give significant 
financial assistance to a lot 
of our nonprofit partners last 
year. We were able to partici-
pate in supporting our youth 
at the Fort Bend County Fair 
Auction this past Fall and 
will be participating once 
again in the upcoming Katy 

ISD FFA Livestock Auction in 
February.

The Fort Bend Charities 
board and I are working 
together to regroup plans 
for this year and I hope to 
announce them soon.

Q: Last year was a trying 
time for many in Fort Bend 
County. What opportunities do 
you see in 2021 that will make 
it a better year and what can 
residents do to help the county 
seize those opportunities?

A:  The best thing that the 
county can do for our resi-
dents is to provide quality, 
consistent services to our 
residents while continuing to 
lower their tax burden.

In return, our residents 
can follow us through media 
channels like the Katy Times, 
and through social media 
on Facebook – to help stay 
informed and up-to-date on 
where all of our efforts and 
projects stand.

We will be starting 
construction of our new 
county library near Fulshear 
High School and the Texas 
Heritage Parkway this year, 
as well as opening several 
roads and parks across our 
community.

Following us online is 
the best and fastest way that 
we can get word out to our 
residents on their own time 
and devices so that they can 
be fully informed on these 
developments.

NEWS
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 FORT BEND COUNTY 

Commissioner Andy Meyers of Fort Bend County represents the county’s third precinct, highlighted in peach in the map above. 
The precinct includes the majority of the Cinco Ranch area, Fulshear, the southern third of the city of Katy and a large portion of 
the county south of FM 1093. Meyers has represented his precinct since 1997.

Phelan, a Republican, stressed the 
bipartisan spirit of Texas and cited 
how well former Gov. George W. Bush 
worked with Democratic Lt. Gov. Bob 
Bullock during their time serving to-
gether at the Capitol.

“That is the Texas model. We’ve 
always worked that way,” Phelan said. 
“If you’re sitting at the speaker’s dais 
and you’re looking at all the chairs in 
the House chamber, there is no left side 
or right side, red, blue, like there is in 
Washington, D.C. We all sit amongst 
each other.”

Lawmakers are scheduled to be in 
session until May 31.

TRYING TO SPEED UP
Texas is going big with its approach 

to COVID-19 vaccinations this week.
Most of the doses available this week 

are going to 28 larger providers that can 
vaccinate at least 100,000 people, Texas 
Department of State Health Services 
officials said in a statement. Some doses 
also will be going to smaller providers in 
more rural parts of the state.

“We are working hard to improve 
the vaccination process for everyone,” 
Dr. John Hellerstedt, state health com-
missioner, said in a statement explain-
ing the pivot to the larger vaccination 
hubs.

Providers that receive the larger 
amounts of vaccine will vaccinate health 
care workers, people 65 and older, and 
those who have a medical condition 
that increases their risk of severe disease 
or death. They also agree to provide a 
registration phone number and website 
and to vaccinate people from surround-
ing areas.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services surveyed vaccine pro-
viders about their capacity to operate 
large, community vaccination sites and 
on Sunday published a list of vaccine 
hub providers. The hubs will receive a 
total of 158,825 doses this week.

An additional 38,300 doses will go to 
206 providers. Of Texas’ 254 counties, 
104 will receive vaccine shipments this 
week.

State health officials stressed that 
people need to register in advance for 
the shots and should not just show up 
at one of the hubs. Officials also urged 
patience as supplies remain limited.

MODEL BEHAVIOR
The small city of Dickinson set an 

example for how to handle a close 
election.

The race for mayor ended in a tie, but 
the two candidates didn’t duke it out. 
Instead, candidates Sean Skipworth and 
Jennifer Lawrence followed state law, 
which calls for a random selection in the 
unlikely event of a tie.

Election officials in Dickinson, 
population 21,000 in Galveston County, 
put the candidates’ names on ping-pong 
balls placed in a tophat. Even though 
her name wasn’t drawn, Lawrence 
didn’t demand a “Hunger Games”-style 
trial by fire.

Mayor-elect Skipworth described a 
decidedly different scene to KHOU-TV: 
“We get up there, one of us wins, one of 
us loses, and we give each other a hug or 
whatever, say, ‘Good job’ and wish you 
the best. Hopefully that’s how it’s going 
to be in the country in the future going 
forward.”

from page 1
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down, which puts strain on an organi-
zation such as Abigail’s Place which is 
working to shore up mothers while they 
get their feet under them.

“I would say our community support 
has actually risen in the last year,” Groff 
said. “However, I would also caveat that 
with – our donations are lower as far as 
cash, which is hard for an organization 
like ours because as an organization that 
provides housing, our greatest need is 
capital to finance that housing.”

Last year was an “interesting” year, 
Groff said, but added that the nonprofit 
was able to help several families despite 
the challenges presented by COVID-19. 
The typical mom brings her family to 
stay at Abigail’s Place for about three or 
four months. During that time, Abigail’s 
Place volunteers and staff work with the 
mother to connect her to services that 
will help her become independent.

That transition was difficult over the 
summer of 2020, Groff said, because the 
executive orders that shut down busi-
nesses put strain on the single mothers 
Abigail’s Place assists. With businesses 
closed, many of them couldn’t work, so it 
became difficult to move forward. How-
ever, once businesses reopened, clients 
worked hard to move forward, he said.

“As the county began to open back 
up, they were able to quickly either 
secure additional hours at their job or 
an additional job to quickly cover some 
of (their) expenses,” Groff said. “So, they 
were able to get into an apartment.”

Additional help came in the form of 
CARES Act funds that the nonprofit was 
able to connect single mothers to, Groff 
said. With the hard work of the clients 
themselves, partnering with other 
nonprofits that have similar or comple-
mentary missions allowed the nonprofit 
to help more families than expected, he 
said. Groff was particularly glad that one 
of the housing units – each of which is 
a full three-bedroom home – was able 
to host four different families over the 
course of six months and help them 
move on to better situations with more 
independence, he said.

Groff said he was grateful for suc-
cesses like being able to use physical 
resources such as the homes that 
Abigail’s Place provides to those in need. 
The nonprofit is hoping to expand and 

be able to provide more housing units 
to single moms, he said. However, he 
said Abigail’s Place is still in need of 
financial support from the community 
to provide those stopgap services that 
single mothers facing possible home-
lessness need. Still, he knows the hard 
work single mothers are willing to put in 
help as well.

“One of our moms who was one of 
the first moms that we helped through 
our transitional unit years ago came 
back to us at the start of COVID and 
said, ‘Hey, I’m struggling. My hours 
have been cut.’”

Groff said that mother was able to 
get a job with the county to help process 
CARES Act applications, which even-
tually led to a job offer from the county 
after her hard work was recognized.

The nonprofit is still growing, and 
Groff said he hopes the Fort Bend com-
munity will help Abigail’s Place meet 
its goal of providing independence for 
single mothers.

“We are in the midst of trying to 
quickly secure additional housing units 
and have some great strategic relation-
ships,” Groff said. “It looks like we’re go-
ing to be able to build four to eight new 
units (in 2021) on a piece of property.”

Still, Groff said, to accomplish the 
goal of building more units and helping 
more families, additional community 
support is needed so that Abigail’s Place 
can continue to provide supplemental 
financial assistance and other stopgaps 
while it expands. 

WANT TO GET 
INVOLVED?

Abigail’s Place
503 FM 359, Ste. 130 #200

Richmond, TX 77406
Web: www.abigailsplace.org 

Phone: 832-845-1461
Email: info@abigailsplace.org

Those wishing to support Abigail’s 
Place may visit the organization’s 
website above to make a donation 
or can attend the upcoming Puttin’ 
on the Glitz gala event. The gala will 
be held April 17 from 6-10 p.m. at 
The Safari Lodge located at 11627 
FM 1464 in Richmond. Tickets prices 
are available on the Abigail’s Place 
website.

from page 1
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COURTESY ABIGAIL’S PLACE  

Abigail’s Place offers fully furnished three-bedroom homes to single mothers in Fort Bend County who are facing 
the possibility of homelessness. These single mothers are often in positions where they’ve lost the support of a 
spouse for some reason or are facing employment difficulties for a wide variety of reasons. The nonprofit works 
with those mothers to help them secure dependable employment and achieve independence, Abigail’s Place 
Executive Director Aaron Groff said.

from page 1
COUNCIL

Texas State Representative Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, 
who represents Texas’ District 21 which includes Orange 
County and part of Jefferson County was selected 
by his peers to be Texas Speaker of the House for the 
legislature’s 87th Legislative Session.

GOOGLE 

The Katy Manor Apartments may see some upgrades in the next year and a half or 
so as its management company, Fieser Development, Inc. and its consultant apply 
for grants to upgrade the low income housing facility for residents.
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2020-2021 KATY 
AREA VARSITY 

SPORTS RESULTS 
& SCHEDULE

To submit scores, news or 
schedules, email dennis.

silva@katytimes.com. 
Schedules are tentative due 

to COVID-19 protocols.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 6
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Cinco Ranch 42, Morton Ranch 28
Katy 45, Taylor 27

 
FRIDAY, JAN. 8
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Tompkins 57, Cinco Ranch 45
Seven Lakes 62, Katy 43

Taylor 45, Morton Ranch 19
Paetow 58, Brenham 54

BOYS BASKETBALL
Seven Lakes 52, Katy 43

Cinco Ranch 59, Tompkins 48
Taylor 73, Morton Ranch 53

Paetow 56, Brenham 42
 

SATURDAY, JAN. 9
CLASS 6A-DIVISION II FOOTBALL 

STATE SEMIFINAL
Katy 63, Buda Hays 7

BOYS BASKETBALL
Taylor 67, Katy 55

 
TUESDAY, JAN. 12

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cinco Ranch 46, Mayde Creek 32

Tompkins 63, Katy 24
Seven Lakes 33, Taylor 28

Magnolia West 48, Paetow 36
BOYS BASKETBALL

Seven Lakes 58, Taylor 49
Tompkins 59, Katy 53

Mayde Creek 66, Cinco Ranch 58
Paetow 79, Magnolia West 38

FRIDAY, JAN. 15
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Katy at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
Morton Ranch at Seven Lakes, 

7 p.m.
Taylor at Tompkins, 7 p.m.

Paetow at Magnolia, 6:30 p.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL

Seven Lakes at Morton Ranch, 
7 p.m.

Mayde Creek at Katy, 7 p.m.
Tompkins at Taylor, 7 p.m.

Magnolia at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER

Paetow vs. Seven Lakes, at 
Rhodes Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
Katy at Clear Lake, 3 p.m.

Morton Ranch vs. Cy-Fair, at 
Summer Creek High, 12:30 p.m.

 
SATURDAY, JAN. 16

CLASS 6A-DIVISION II FOOTBALL 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Katy (13-1) vs. Cedar Hill (12-1), 
at AT&T Stadium, 1 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER
Morton Ranch vs. Cy-Lakes, at 

Summer Creek High, noon
 

TUESDAY, JAN. 19
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Cinco Ranch at Katy, 7 p.m.
Tompkins at Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.

Mayde Creek at Taylor, 7 p.m.
Paetow at Waller, 6:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Katy at Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.

Taylor at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
Morton Ranch at Tompkins, 7 p.m.

Waller at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER

Katy at Seven Lakes, 7:30 p.m.
Cinco Ranch at Tompkins, 7:30 p.m.
Taylor at Morton Ranch, 7:30 p.m.
Paetow at Cy-Woods, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
Seven Lakes at Katy, 7:30 p.m.

Tompkins at Cinco Ranch, 7:30 p.m.
Morton Ranch at Taylor, 7:30 p.m.
Mayde Creek at Elsik, 6:30 p.m.

Paetow at A&M Consolidated, 7 p.m.

Tigers rallying around seniors
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy High is playing for its 
seniors this postseason, and that 
motivation has driven the Tigers 
back to the state championship 
game.

Up until this season, those se-
niors rued the fact they had not 
been back to state. It weighed on 
their minds that they had not at 
least given themselves a shot to 
compete for a ninth state cham-
pionship at Katy, where state 
football titles are as synonymous 
with the school as barbecue is to 
Texas.

The last time Katy was in the 
state final was 2015. The Tigers 
came close to getting to state 
in 2017, but they fell 28-14 to 
Lake Travis in the semifinals 
in San Antonio. These seniors 
were freshmen then; some were 
called up to the varsity roster for 

the playoff run. They departed 
Alamo Stadium that bitterly cold 
and windy Dec. 16 evening with 
one lasting thought: they did not 
want to be the class that did not 
compete for a state title.

They accomplished that, 
demonstratively so, with a 63-7 
demolition of Buda Hays in the 
Class 6A-Division II semifinal 
Saturday, Jan. 9, at McLane Sta-
dium in Waco.

“It’s a great compliment to the 
kids that we’ve gotten here,” coach 
Gary Joseph said. “These kids 
felt they had failed because this 
freshmen class hadn’t gotten back 
(to state). To get back, it means 
the world to us, as far as our 
program, but it means the world 
to them that they have been able 
to succeed. They’ve persevered, 
showed some resilience and they 
keep getting better.”

RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Katy High senior running back Jalen Davis was one of a few seniors that were called-up as 
freshman the last time the Tigers made it to the state semifinals in 2017, which they lost to 
Lake Travis. Now Davis and the rest of the senior class have earned themselves an opportunity 
to compete for a state title, the program’s first such chance since 2015.See SENIORS, page 9

SHEPHERD’S STRENGTH
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

There was a time when Katy 
High senior linebacker Shepherd 
Bowling thought his football ca-
reer was over. A couple of times, 
actually.

He was told so.
Bowling’s sophomore year 

in 2018-2019 was an emotional 
rollercoaster lasting from the 
first game of the season against 
North Shore to the following July. 
Over those 11 months, Bowling 
exhaustively fought to continue 
playing football against all odds.

“We hung on to every little 
hope,” Bowling said. “We never 
let it cross my mind that my foot-
ball career was over.”

Eventually, Bowling, almost 
miraculously, returned to the 
field. He is now a team captain 
and relentless playmaker for a 
13-1 Katy High team one win 
away from the program’s ninth 
state championship.

The 6-foot, 210-pound Bowl-
ing is averaging 4.8 tackles per 
game, with 15 tackles for a loss, 
to go with four sacks, two caused 
fumbles, an interception and 
nine broken-up passes. Bowling’s 
play and potential have earned 19 
NCAA Division I offers. He plans 
to declare Jan. 17, the day after 
the Tigers’ state championship 
game against Cedar Hill, which 
school he will commit to among a 
group of Houston, Northwestern, 
Princeton, Army and Western 
Kentucky.

“He’s been a good football 
player for us,” Katy coach Gary 

Joseph said. “The growing up 
part is big, the maturity of it and 
him getting stronger and being 
such a good tackler. He has a 
knack for finding ways to do 
what he needs to do to help our 
football team.”

A BURST OF HOPE
The week of practice leading 

up to that 2018 Aug. 31 season 
opener against North Shore, 
Bowling suffered two stingers to 

his right arm, drastic jolts that 
caused temporary numbness.

Bowling still started at middle 
linebacker against the Mustangs 
and had another stinger.

“I came in for an assisted 
tackle on a slant and dove in and 
hit my neck wrong,” he said.

The following week, he had 
another. Each stinger brought 
more trauma than the one before; 
by the fourth time, Bowling could 
hardly lift his arm.

The Bowlings first visited a 
local Katy spine specialist. An 
MRI was done.

“The first words out of the doc-
tor’s mouth, before ever meeting 
with us, to a 16-year-old kid, was, 
‘You’ll never play football again,’” 
said Bowling’s father, Barry. 
“He said it so dogmatically. We 
went home, shocked. Tears were 
flowing.”

Senior LB Bowling overcomes significant injury 
to enjoy prominent role for state-bound Tigers

RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Katy High senior linebacker Shepherd Bowling was told twice during his sophomore year that his football career was over. Now he’s a team 
captain and relentless playmaker for a Tigers team competing for the program’s ninth state championship.

Call Today!
281-394-0031

TACLA11315E
GoBVS.com

2020 Pricing Extended!!!
It’s now or never! 

All remaining 2020 Air Conditioning
systems and Furnaces on sale

while supplies last. 
Call to schedule a free quote!

See BOWLING, page 9

Young, talented Spartans edge Mustangs for 1st in 19-6A
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Seven Lakes boys 
basketball coach Shan-
non Heston feels like he’s 
playing with house money 
these days.

With just two seniors 
on his roster, and a fresh-
man and sophomore in 
the starting lineup, Hes-
ton’s Spartans are in first 
place in District 19-6A 
following their 58-49 win 
over Taylor on Tuesday at 
Seven Lakes High.

With each team 5-0 
in district play entering 
the game, the exuberant 
Spartans outlasted a 
Mustangs team without its 
best player in senior guard 

Jake Arnold to win the first 
of two meetings.

Seven Lakes improved 
to 11-2 overall, 6-0 in 
district. Taylor dropped to 

11-3, 5-1.
“If you would’ve told 

me we’d be playing Taylor 
at the end of round one 
(of district play) to be in 

either first or second in 
district, I would’ve signed 
those papers right then 
and there,” Heston said. 
“Nobody has told them 
that they’re not supposed 
to be in first place, and we 
won’t be the first to tell 
them, either.”

The Mustangs led 27-25 
at halftime, courtesy of an 
11-point second-quarter 
outburst from senior point 
guard Luke St. Julien. But 
the Spartans started the 
second half on an 8-0 run, 
and a pair of late 3s from 
junior wing Stinnett Prior 
awarded them a 45-40 
advantage going into the 
fourth quarter.

“It was huge, 
giving us all that mo-

mentum,” said Prior, who 
had seven of his 11 points 
in the third quarter. “As a 
team, I think we do a good 
job rallying around in-
game situations. Most of 
our games this year have 
come in the clutch.”

In the fourth quarter, 
freshman guard A.J. Bates 
took over.

The 6-foot-1 Bates 
was cool and calm under 
pressure, scoring half of 
his team-high 12 points 
in the final quarter as he 
controlled the game’s 
tempo in the final minutes 
when Taylor desperately 
tried to climb out of a six-
point deficit.

See SPARTANS, page 10

DENNIS SILVA II 

Seven Lakes senior Stinnett Prior, left, and freshman A.J. Bates were 
critical in the Spartans’ 58-49 win over Taylor on Tuesday that kept them 
undefeated in district play.
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PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, 
or an intention or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele-
phone number for 
the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.
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2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

620
HOUSES FOR SALE

Final Notice and Public Explanation of a
Proposed Activity in a 100-Year Floodplain

To: All interested Agencies, Groups and Individuals

This is to give notice that the City of Katy has conducted an evaluation as required 
by Executive Order 11988, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 
Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management 
Protection. The activity is funded under the HUD CDBG Disaster Recovery 
Program under DR# 19-076-013-B362 / B-16-DL-48-0001.

Project Location: All work will occur in the City Katy, Fort Bend County, Texas 
at the Katy Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) located at 25839 Katy Freeway 
(29.773617, -95.826417).

Description of the Proposed Project: Sewer Facilities: Subrecipient shall raise and 
stabilize existing levees, reconstruct and elevate roads, install a new stormwater
pump station and emergency generator, reconstruct existing fences, regrade 
drainage ditches, and complete associated appurtenances.

FLOODPLAIN

According to FEMA #48157C0040L (effective date 4/2/14), the project will occur 
within a 100-year floodplain (Zone AE).

Area of Disturbance: 4.0 acres

Natural Values of Floodplain:

The natural resources of the floodplain include water, biological, and societal 
resources. The proposed project will have negligible impacts on the floodplain 
because it will help control flooding at the WWTP which will result in less damage 
to the natural habitat within the floodplain.

The City of Katy has considered the following alternatives and mitigation 
measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve 
natural and beneficial values:

1. Other infrastructure considered. - After considering other potential projects 
in the City, it was determined that of the eligible projects, this project was of the 
highest priority as the WWTP is currently susceptible to flooding which poses a 
potential health threat to the community. (Not Viable)

2. Raise the Pump Station and Generator above the floodplain or otherwise make 
the floodproof. - Although raising these facilities would increase the total project 
cost, not raising them could result in a WWTP failure which could pose an 
unacceptable health risk to the community. (Viable)

3. No Action or Alternative Actions that Serve the Same Purpose. - The WWTP 
is currently at risk of flooding which could pose a health threat to the community. 
Therefore, the project must be completed as proposed. (Not Viable)

Mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and 
preserve natural and beneficial values:

1. Preserving Property: Project designs should, to the best extent possible, 
incorporate measures to reduce the risk of damage to the new infrastructure via 
another flood.

2. Preserving Natural Values and Minimizing Impacts: After construction is 
completed, disturbed area will need to be immediately re-vegetated with native 
grasses. Only native plants are to be used in the floodplain and on the site.

3. Deposition and excavation of materials will need to be performed in such a 
manner that erosion and sedimentation will be controlled.

4. Precautions will need to be taken in handling of fuels or other hazardous 
materials to prevent discharge or spillage resulting in lower ground water quality.

5. Erosion control measures such as hay bales or silt screen barriers will need to be 
implemented and maintained during construction as required.

6. The project engineer will need to incorporate best management practices into 
the specifications and plans.

7. The Pump Station and Generator must be raised above the floodplain or 
otherwise made the floodproof.

Date of any final or conditional LOMR’s or LOMA’s from FEMA: None requested.

The City of Katy will ensure applicable state and local floodplain protection 
procedures are followed. The City of Katy has reevaluated the alternatives 
to building in the floodplain and has determined that it has no practicable 
alternative. Environmental files that document compliance with steps 3 through 6 
of Executive Order 11988, are available for public inspection, review and copying 
upon request at the times and location delineated in the last paragraph of this 
notice for receipt of comments.

There are three primary purposes for this notice. First, people who may be af-
fected by activities in floodplains and those who have an interest in the protec-
tion of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their 
concerns and provide information about these areas. Second, an adequate public 
notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination 
of information and request for public comment about floodplains can facilitate 
and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the 
occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, 
when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place 
in floodplains, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by the City of Katy at the following address 
on or before January 22, 2021 a minimum 7 calendar day comment period will be-
gin the day after the publication and end on the 8th day after the publication: City 
of Katy, 901 Ave. C, Katy, Texas 77493 and 281-391-4816. Attention: Bill Hastings, 
Mayor. A full description of the project may also be reviewed from 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm from the previously mentioned address. Comments may also be submitted via 
email at todd@texasenvironmentals.com.

Date: January 14, 2021

Aviso final y explicación pública de una actividad 
propuesta en una llanura aluvial de 100 años

A: Todas las agenciasinteresados, grupos e individuos

Esto es para notificar que la Ciudad de Katy ha realizado una evaluación según 
lo requiere la Orden Ejecutiva 11988, de acuerdo con las regulaciones de HUD 
en 24 CFR 55.20 Subparte C Procedimientos para tomar determinaciones sobre 
el manejo de llanuras de inundación Proteccion. La actividad está financiada 
por el HUD CDBG Programa de Recuperación por Desastre de bajo DR 
# 19-076-013-B362 / B-16-DL-48-0001.

Ubicación del proyecto: Todo el trabajo se llevará a cabo en la ciudad de Katy, 
condado de Fort Bend, Texas, en la planta de tratamiento de aguas residuales 
(PTAR) de Katy ubicada en 25839 Katy Freeway (29.773617, -95.826417).

Descripción del proyecto propuesto: Instalaciones de alcantarillado: El- 
subbeneficiario deberá levantar y estabilizar los diques existentes, reconstruir y 
elevar las carreteras, instalar una nueva estación de bombeo de aguas pluviales 
y un generador de emergencia, reconstruir las cercas existentes, reorganizar las 
zanjas de drenaje y completar los accesorios asociados.

Llanura de inundación

De acuerdo con FEMA # 48157C0040L (fecha de vigencia 4/2/14), el proyecto 
ocurrirá dentro de una llanura de inundación de 100 años (Zona AE).

Área de perturbación: 4.0 acres

Valores naturales de la llanura aluvial:

Los recursos naturales de la llanura aluvial incluyen recursos hídricos, biológicos 
y sociales. El proyecto propuesto tendrá impactos insignificantes en la llanura 
aluvial porque ayudará a controlar las inundaciones en la PTAR, lo que resultará 
en menos daño al hábitat natural dentro de la llanura aluvial.

La Ciudad de Katy ha considerado las siguientes alternativas y medidas de mitigación
que se deben tomar para minimizar los impactos adversos y restaurar y preservar 
los valores naturales y beneficiosos:

1. Otra infraestructura considerada. - Después de considerar otros proyectos 
potenciales en la Ciudad, se determinó que de los proyectos elegibles, este 
proyecto era de la más alta prioridad ya que la PTAR es actualmente susceptible 
a inundaciones, lo que representa una amenaza potencial para la salud de la 
comunidad. (No viable)

2. Eleve la estación de bombeo y el generador por encima de la llanura de 
inundación o de otra manera haga que la estación sea a prueba de inundaciones. 
- Si bien aumentar estas instalaciones aumentaría el costo total del proyecto, no 
aumentarlas podría resultar en una falla de la PTAR que podría representar un 
riesgo de salud inaceptable para la comunidad. (Viable)

3. Ninguna acción o acciones alternativas que tengan el mismo propósito. - La 
PTAR se encuentra actualmente en riesgo de inundaciones que podrían 
representar una amenaza para la salud de la comunidad. Por lo tanto, el proyecto 
debe completarse según lo propuesto. (No viables)

Mmedidas itigationque deben adoptarse para minimizar los impactos adversos y 
para restaurar y preservar los valores naturales y beneficiosos:

1. preservar la propiedad: El diseño del proyecto debe, en la mayor medida posible, 
las medidas de incorporar para reducir el riesgo de daños a la nueva infraestructura
a través otra inundación.

2. Preservando los valores naturales y minimizando los impactos: Después de que 
se complete la construcción, el área alterada deberá ser re-vegetada inmediatamente 
con pastos nativos. Solo se utilizarán plantas nativas en la llanura aluvial y en el sitio.

3. La deposición y excavación de materiales deberá realizarse de tal manera que se 
controle la erosión y la sedimentación.

4. Se deberán tomar precauciones en el manejo de combustibles u otros materiales 
peligrosos para evitar descargas o derrames que resulten en una menor calidad 
del agua subterránea.

5. Las medidas de control de la erosión, como las balas de heno o las barreras de 
cedazo, deberán implementarse y mantenerse durante la construcción según sea 
necesario.

6. El ingeniero del proyecto deberá incorporar las mejores prácticas de gestión en 
las especificaciones y planes.

7. La estación de bombeo y el generador deben elevarse por encima de la llanura 
aluvial o hacerse a prueba de inundaciones.

Fecha de cualquiera de LOMR final o condicional o de LOMA deFEMA: Ninguna 
solicitada.

La Ciudad de Katy se asegurará de que se sigan los procedimientos de protección 
de llanuras de inundación estatales y locales aplicablesd. La Ciudad de Katy ha 
reevaluado las alternativas a la construcción en la llanura aluvial y ha determinado 
que no tiene una alternativa viable. Los archivos ambientales que documentan el 
cumplimiento de los pasos 3 a 6 de la Orden Ejecutiva 11988, están disponibles 
para inspección pública, revisión y copia a solicitud en los horarios y lugares 
delineados en el último párrafo de este aviso para recibir comentarios.

Hay tres propósitos principales para este aviso. En primer lugar, las personas
que puedan verse afectadas por las actividades en las llanuras aluviales y aquellas
que tengan interés en la protección del medio ambiente natural deben tener la 
oportunidad de expresar sus preocupaciones y proporcionar información sobre
estas áreas. En segundo lugar, un programa de notificación pública adecuado
puede ser una herramienta educativa pública importante. La difusión de
información y la solicitud de comentarios del público sobre las llanuras aluviales
pueden facilitar y mejorar los esfuerzos federales para reducir los riesgos e
impactos asociados con la ocupación y modificación de estas áreas especiales. En 
tercer lugar, como una cuestión de equidad, cuando el gobierno federal determina 
que participará en las acciones que tienen lugar en llanura de inundacións,se debe 
informar a los que se pueden poner en mayor o riesgo continuo.

Ladebe recibir comentarios por escrito ciudad de Katy en la siguiente dirección elo 
antes 22 de enero de 2021. un mínimo de 7 días calendario período de comentario
se iniciará al día siguiente de la publicación y el final de los8 días después de 
la publicación: Ciudad de Katy, 901 Ave. C, Katy, Texas 77493 y 281-391-4816. 
Atención: Bill Hastings, alcalde. También se puede revisar una descripción
completa del proyecto de 9:00 am a 5:00 pm desde la dirección mencionada
anteriormente. Los comentarios también pueden enviarse por correo electrónico 
a todd @texasenvironmentals.com.

Fecha: 14 de enero de 2021

Public Notice
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to construct a new 
telecommunications tower facility located at 20102 2/3 
Meadow Birch Ln. (29.8276, -95.7389), Katy, Harris 
County, TX 77449. The new facility will consist of a 33-foot 
steel pole telecommunications tower. Any interested party 
wishing to submit comments regarding the potential effects 
the proposed facility may have on any historic property 
may do so by sending comments to: Project 6120010536 - 
MH EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, 
PA 17403, or via telephone at (785) 760-5938.

Annual Report Public Hearing 
Scheduled January 19, 2021

The Katy Independent School District will conduct a public 
hearing for the 2019-2020 Annual Report on January 19, 
2021.  The hearing will be held during the regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Katy ISD Board of Trustees at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Katy ISD Administration Building at 6301 South 
Stadium Lane.

Texas Education Code B39.053 requires each school district’s 
board of trustees to publish an annual report that includes 
the Texas Academic Performance Report report, campus 
performance objectives, a report of violent or criminal
incidents, and information received under the Texas
Education Code B51.403(e) from the Texas High
Education Coordinating Board.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
 DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
MECKLENBURG COUNTY FILE NO.: 20 CVD 12669

GUADALUPE GUTIERREZ, )
Plaintiff, )
 )
                             vs. ) NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS
 )                  BY PUBLICATION
JUAN MANUEL GUTIERREZ, )
Defendant. )
_____________________________ )

TO: Juan Manuel Gutierrez

Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the 
above-entitled action.  The relief being sought is an absolute divorce.

You are required to make defense to such pleading no later than the 16th day of 
February, 2021, which is forty (40) days from the first publication of this notice.  
Upon your failure to file a pleading by the above date, the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the Court for the relief sought.

This the 7th day of January, 2021.

 M. DeVondria McClure
 Attorney for Plaintiff
 The Law Offices of M. DeVondria McClure, P.C.
 PO Box 220127
 Charlotte, NC 28222
 T: (704) 372-2031 / F: (704) 372-2051

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 2960 
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, 
ON NOVEMBER 9, 2020:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 
“TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES” OF THE CITY OF 
KATY CODE OF ORDINANCES AND AMENDING 
ARTICLE 12.05 “PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON 
SPECIFIC STREETS” BY AMENDING SECTION 
12.05.041 “NO PARKING ZONES” TO PROHIBIT
PARKING ON THE EAST AND WEST SIDES
OF PEDERSON ROAD FROM THE SOUTH
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF HIGHWAY 90 TO THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY OF INTERSTATE 10;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS 
OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY NOT TO EXCEED 
$200 FOR A VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed bids, in duplicate, addressed to the City of Katy will be received at Katy City
Hall at 901 Avenue C, Katy, TX 77493 until 2:00 p.m. local time, Friday, January
29th, 2021 and then publicly opened and read aloud for THE MODIFICATIONS
FOR DOWNSTREAM CHANNEL IMPROVEMENTS FROM RICELAND
TERRACE SUBDIVISION. Proposals received after closing will be returned
unopened. Bid opening will do online using the Zoom application: Web
Application: Zoom https://zoom.us/ Call in: 877-853-5257 Meeting ID: 842 9039 
8501 A NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held online on Thursday, 
January 21, 2021 at 3:30 PM. Below is the website and call in information: Web 
Application: Zoom https://zoom.us/ Call in: 888-475-4499 Meeting ID: 853 3915 
0686 Each PROPOSAL shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond, the “bid security”, in 
an amount not less than five (5) percent of the total amount bid, as a guarantee 
that the successful bidder will enter into a proper Contract and execute Bonds
and Guaranty on the forms provided within five days after the date Contract
Documents are received by the Contractor. Bid sureties will be returned to all 
but the three lowest acceptable bidders the day of opening of PROPOSALS, and
the remaining bid sureties will be returned after execution of the Contract.
The successful bidder must furnish PERFORMANCE, PAYMENT, and
MAINTENANCE BONDS on the forms furnished with the PROPOSAL, in
the amount of one hundred percent of the total Contract price, from a surety
company acceptable to the Owner. Plans, specifications and bid documents may 
be viewed and downloaded free of charge (with the option to purchase hard
copies) at the CivCastUSA Website (www.CivCastUSA.com). Reproduction 
charges will apply according to CivCastUSA rates. The Owner reserves the right 
to reject any or all PROPOSALS and to waive irregularities in the bidding. In 
case of ambiguity or lack of clearness in stating the prices in the PROPOSAL, the 
Owner reserves the right to consider the most advantageous construction thereof 
or to reject the PROPOSAL. Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the
federally determined prevailing (DavisBacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as
issued by the Texas General Land Office – Community Development &
Revitalization and contained in the contract documents, must be paid on this 
project. In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that employees and
applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of race,
color, religion, sex, sexual identity, gender identity, or national origin. The City of 
Katy is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. Section 3 Residents,
Minority Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises, Women Business
Enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are encouraged to submit bids. All
contractors/subcontractors who’s System for Award Management (SAM.gov)
registration is not active or that are debarred, suspended or otherwise excluded
from or ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs may not
undertake any activity in part or in full under this project.

January 7 Puzzle Answers

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
FORT BEND COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 130, Attention 
Mr. Daniel Smith, President, Board of Directors, will be received at the office of 
AEI Engineering, a Baxter & Woodman Company, 11450 Compaq Center Dr., 
Suite 660, Houston, Texas 77070, until 9:00 a.m. Local Time, THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 28, 2021, and then publicly opened and read for “LIFT STATION 
NO. 1 IMPROVEMENTS for FORT BEND COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY 
DISTRICT NO. 130, Fort Bend County, Texas

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: The removal and 
replacement of two wastewater pumps and guide rails, as well as the demolition 
and replacement of the accompanying electrical controls and equipment to 
operate the lift station.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned unopened.  A
NON-MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held on THURSDAY, JANUARY
21, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. Local Time, at the office of AEI Engineering, a Baxter & 
Woodman Company.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, 
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total 
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract 
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, and provide the required insurance 
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received 
by the Contractor.

Copies of the bidding documents are on file at the following locations:

www.CivcastUSA.com: search AEI.  Bidders must register on this website in order 
to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and environmental 
reports for this Project.  There is NO charge to view or download documents.]

AEI Engineering, a Baxter & Woodman Company
11450 Compaq Center Dr., Suite 660
Houston, Texas 77070 

Bidding documents may be examined at the above locations or may be obtained 
by prospective bidders or suppliers upon payment of One Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($150.00 non-refundable plus cost of delivery) for each set of documents at AEI 
Engineering, a Baxter & Woodman Company.  Checks should be made payable 
to AEI Engineering, a Baxter & Woodman Company.  No cash will be accepted.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and 
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid.  The 
Successful Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the Board’s 
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and most 
economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply 
to this Bid and/or Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be 
terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a 
requirement of that subchapter.

FORT BEND COUNTY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 130

Invitation for Bids
Waller County will receive bids for Paving Facilities for Laneview Road widening 
and asphaltic concrete pavement mill and overlay in Hempstead, Texas under the 
General Land Office (GLO) Hurricane Harvey CDBG-DR Street Improvements 
Contract No. 20-065-062-C180, until 10:00 am on Thursday, February 4, 2021 at 
Jones & Carter, Inc., 2322 W Grand Parkway North, Suite 150, Katy, TX 77449. 
Bids must be addressed to: Yancy Scott, c/o Matt Breazeale. The bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud at 10:00 am on Thursday, February 4, 2021 at 
Jones & Carter, Inc., 2322 W Grand Parkway North, Suite 150, Katy, TX 77449. 
Bid opening will also be available virtually through Teams Meeting. Please join by 
using the link https://tinyurl.com/y6qswuuc or call in at +1 832-856-3756, Phone 
Conference ID:788 795 088#.

Bids are invited for several items and quantities of work as follows:

Repair and reconstruct the driving surface, sub-grade, and road base by milling, 
applying asphalt, and striping of several streets with incidental repairs to roadside 
ditches located area-wide and shall complete associated appurtenances.

Plans, specifications, and bidding documents are available at www.civcastusa.com.

There will be a virtual pre-bid conference by Teams Meeting at 10:00 a.m., Thursday,
January 28, 2021.  Please join by using the link https://tinyurl.com/yy8kwje6 or 
call in at +1 832-856-3756, Phone Conference ID:285 409 270#. Attendance is not 
mandatory.

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable surety 
shall be submitted with each bid. A certified check or bank draft payable to the 
Waller County or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) may be 
submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond.

The project to be constructed will be financed with assistance from the General
Land Office (GLO) under the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery
(CDBG-DR) program and is subject to all applicable Federal and State laws
and regulations. Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally 
determined prevailing Davis-Bacon and Related Acts wage rate, as issued by the 
Department of Labor and contained in the contract documents, must be paid on 
this project. In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that employees and 
applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin.  Adherence to 
the Waller County Section 3 Policy is required for contracts and subcontracts in 
excess of $100,000.00. 

All contractors and subcontractors must be cleared (not suspended or debarred) 
prior to any formal action authorizing the award of a contract to the contractor.  
Minority Business Enterprises, Small Business Enterprises, Women Business 
Enterprises, Section 3 Businesses, and labor surplus area firms are encouraged to 
submit bids. 

The Waller County reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any 
informalities in the bidding. Bids may be held by Waller County for a period not 
to exceed 60 days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of reviewing 
the bids and investigating the bidder’s qualifications prior to the contract award.
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TexSCAN Week of 
January 10, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 72. Just 
over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi. 
Auctions: 11am, Thu. Jan, 21, on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 23, 
2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

YOUR
NEWS.
YOUR 
WAY.

thekatytimes

Follow us on 
Facebook for 

easy access to
The Katy The Katy 

TimesTimes

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are talking 
about

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

katytimes.com



Forty-four seniors dot Katy’s 
roster. Fourteen of them are 
starters. Three are captains: 
receiver Taylor Saulsberry, safety 
Dalton Johnson and linebacker 
Shepherd Bowling.

By Katy’s elite standards, 
where “When excellence be-
comes tradition, greatness has 
no limits” is the program mantra, 
five years between state champi-
onship appearances is consid-
ered forever. Johnson, Bowling, 
senior safety Hunter Washington, 
and senior running back Jalen 
Davis were some of the call-ups 
for the 2017 playoff run when 
Katy fell a win short of state.

“There is a tradition of excel-
lence here, and if you don’t win 
a state championship, you’re not 
satisfied,” Bowling said. “From 
freshman (season) until now, 
we’ve gone out early, and to get 
over that hump and get back to 
state is a great feeling.”

Junior linebacker Ty Kana, 
the only captain who is not a 
senior, said the team is playing 
for the seniors.

“Most of them were freshmen 
(in the 2017 state semis),” Kana 
said. “This is huge for them, 
getting back to the semis and 
winning it this time. Those are 
my brothers. We’re playing for 
my brothers.”

Junior safety Bobby Taylor 
said the team “owes it” to the 
seniors to finish the job.

“I’m playing each and every 
down for my seniors, like Dalton, 
Shepherd, Taylor,” Taylor said. 
“They haven’t been here in four 

years. Now we’re here. We have 
to capitalize on it.”

As much as their teammates 
are playing for them, the seniors 
are playing for everyone else. 
That’s the selfless nature, the 
admirable leadership, of a group 
that has pulled Katy through 
some dark times during a 
season that has been plagued 
by off-field drama, battles with 
COVID-19 and season-ending 
injuries.

“It’s a great feeling to still be 
playing,” Davis said. “I feel like 
we owe it to the community, 
the coaches, Coach Joseph, and 
the players playing next to me. 
We’ve been through a lot and we 
honestly deserve to be here.

“We made it this far, and 
we’re going to do everything we 
can to bring it back to the city. 
I’m a senior, and I know all of 
us seniors want this really bad. 
We’re going to sell out and give 
it our all.”

Of its six offensive posses-
sions in the first half, Katy started 
on its side of the field just twice: 
from its own 49 and 16.

“Our defense did a great job 
getting awesome field position 
for us,” said sophomore running 
back Seth Davis, who compiled 
a game-high 169 yards and three 
touchdowns on 14 carries. “It 
was easy getting those points on 
the board.”

The Tigers outgained the 
Rebels 248-74 in total yards by 
halftime. They scored touch-
downs on their first nine posses-
sions—Davis had the hat trick 
and even tossed a 12-yard score 
to junior receiver Nic Anderson 
on a flea-flicker, senior running 
back Jalen Davis (111 yards on 
nine carries) scored twice, quar-
terbacks Caleb Koger and Bryce 
Nirider each threw touchdowns, 
and Nirider added another score 
on a 1-yard keeper.

“We worked hard all week,” 
coach Gary Joseph said. “They 
(Hays) gave us something we 
don’t see all the time, and the 
kids really responded. You could 
see as the week went on that we 
were getting better and more 
comfortable with what we were 
doing.”

Hays’ Slot-T offense was 
supposed to be an intriguing 
force for Katy’s vaunted defense. 
It wasn’t. Buda Hays, which 
entered averaging 227.8 rushing 
yards per game on 6.5 yards per 
carry, ran for a total of minus-4 
yards on its first 18 carries and 
finished with six rushing yards 
on 27 carries.

Against the Rebels’ misdi-
rection, the Tigers’ defense was 
aligned almost perfectly often, 
earning a living in the Hays 
offensive backfield. Five times, 
Katy defenders tackled Hays 
ballcarriers for negative yardage. 
Four other times, Hays ballcarri-
ers did not gain a yard.

“We executed the game 
plan to perfection,” Kana said. 
“It’s indescribable. There’s no 
defense like this. Coach Joseph, 
when it comes to defense, is a 
mastermind.”

Next up for the Tigers is a 
familiar face in the Longhorns, 
whose only loss this season 
was a 14-point setback to 
Duncanville on Nov. 13. It will 
be the fourth state champion-

ship meeting between the two 
programs. Katy beat Cedar Hill, 
35-24, in 2012, then fell to the 
Longhorns each of the next 
two seasons, 34-24 and 23-20, 
respectively.

“They’re a great team,” senior 
linebacker Shepherd Bowling 
said. “They have a great quar-
terback, so we’ll have to do a 
great job of stopping that. We’re 
excited.”

SPORTS
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That doctor recommended an-
other doctor for a second opinion 
if the Bowlings desired. They did.

They next met with a Houston 
doctor located downtown near 
the Texas Medical Center who is 
a consultant for college and pro 
athletes. Bowling visited him for a 
few months and rehabbed in the 
meantime, enough to where he 
ultimately freed himself of symp-
toms like pain and soreness near 
the neck area.

Another MRI was conducted. 
On it, a “little white dot,” as Barry 
put it, appeared that the doctor 
said represented slight bruising 
on the spinal cord.

“You’re really done with foot-
ball,” said the doctor, who suggest-
ed basketball and track and field 
as other viable sports for Bowling. 
“If a guy from the (NFL) combine 
was presented with this, they’d 
send him home.”

The Bowlings eventually came 
to understand that their son was 
born with a narrowing of the 
spine. It made him more suscepti-
ble to things like stingers than the 
typical athlete.

When leaving after the diag-
nosis from the second doctor, 
heartbroken and sullen, the 
Bowlings were given an opportu-
nity for a third opinion. Unsolic-
ited, the doctor recommended a 
peer of his, if they so chose: Dr. 
Andrew Dossett in Dallas, a spine 
consultant for the Cowboys, Texas 
Rangers and Dallas Stars.

The Bowlings decided to give 
it one more shot. Barry called 
Dossett, was connected with his 
assistant, and explained Shep-
herd’s story. They chatted for 20-
25 minutes. The assistant said for 
them to send Bowling’s MRIs and 
she’d get Dossett to look at them.

“No in-person visit. No office 
visit. Just so surreal,” Barry said. 
“Just like that, we were getting 
a look from one of the top spine 
specialists in the country. What 
are the odds?”

The next day, around 6 in the 
evening, Barry received a call 
from Dossett.

“He’d looked at the MRIs and, 
I’ll never forget this, he said, ‘I 
wouldn’t throw the towel in just 
yet,’” Barry said.

Dossett said Bowling’s success-
ful and healthy rehab, void of any 
symptoms, didn’t make sense to 
him, considering the dire nature 
of the injury. He recommended 
Bowling not participate in foot-
ball that spring, keep rehabbing 
and plan for another MRI and 
in-person visit that next July in the 
summer of 2019.

“It was such a burst of new 
hope,” Barry said.

Bowling remained faithful.
“We just continued to pray 

about it,” Bowling said. “I just 
wanted to see, you know?”

 
CLEARED

During the spring, Bowling was 
intent about staying engaged with 
the football team.

He participated in offseason 
basketball workouts, but after 
school he was on the field with 
the Tigers during spring football 
practices, watching, learning and 
standing with coaches to soak up 
anything and everything he could.

At his lowest during the whole 
thing, Bowling was quieter, more 
reserved. “Processing,” Barry said. 
But he never was emotionally 
upset. He distracted himself with 
offseason basketball and being 
around the football team when 
possible. Barry often found him 
after school shooting jump shots 
alone in the gym.

“I felt he did do a good job of 
just taking it day by day,” Bar-
ry said. “Though he was really 
bummed, I don’t think he ever got 
overwhelmed by the matter.”

Shortly after July 4, the Bowl-
ings visited Dossett. X-rays and 
another MRI were taken.

“That little spot was still there, 
and (Dossett) just looked at it 
and said he’d never seen any-
thing like this in all his years of 
practice,” Barry said. “We do see 
this, and that’s a slight bruising 

on the cord, but to have that, he 
should be showing symptoms. 
There should be things that are 
not right, and he’s presenting 
nothing like that.”

Bowling felt fine. He had par-
ticipated in offseason basketball. 
He was going through strength 
and conditioning camp with the 
basketball team. He was showing 
no symptoms despite an MRI that 
still showed bruising on the spine.

“(Dossett) told us he was 
going against what he saw on the 
MRI and going with what he saw 
during that evaluation,” Barry 
said. “He cleared him. He told us 
he wasn’t at any greater risk of any 
kind of terrible injury than any 
other kid playing football.”

As soon as he was cleared, 
Bowling immediately transferred 
back to football strength and 
conditioning and went to work 
re-earning his spot on the team.

“All glory to God,” Bowling 
said. “He had a plan for me and 
my life, and I’m just here seeing 
it through. I’m fine now, and I 
really haven’t dealt with it the last 
couple of years other than some 
minor flareups.”

 
PERSEVERING, WORKING

Bowling has only missed two 
games over the last two seasons. 
This season’s absence, in the 
fourth game of the season against 
Cinco Ranch, was precautionary.

Bowling re-established himself 
on the field as a junior in 2019. He 
switched back to outside line-
backer, his more natural position, 
and emerged as a consistent, per-
sistent contributor for the Tigers, 
averaging 3.8 tackles per game to 
go with 10 tackles for a loss, seven 
sacks, two caused fumbles, one 
fumble recovery and two inter-
ceptions.

“It didn’t take him long,” sec-
ond-year defensive coordinator 
Gregg Miller said. “He’s been even 
better than I anticipated, because 
he’s got so much range. I knew 
he’d be a good stunt guy and a 
good tackle guy and a good fit guy, 
but his ability to cover and man 
up on guys … in my time here, we 
haven’t had a SAM (strongside 
linebacker) at that position who 
can do a lot of that stuff. He can 
man up on a (running) back and 
keep teams from throwing it to 
him. I have no problems when he 
has to lock a guy down.”

Prior to this season, Bowling 
was voted as a captain by his 
teammates, a role Miller said 
comes naturally because of his 
strong communication skills and 
command of message.

“Shepherd is a great player, 
but an even better person and 
teammate,” said senior defensive 
back and fellow captain Dalton 
Johnson, friends with Bowling 
since they were at West Memorial 
Elementary School. “His leader-
ship style is like the guy who you 
know does right and always will, 
so he makes you want to be like 
that as well.”

On the field, Bowling is still 
aggressive and physical. He loves 
to hit. But he is smarter in going 
about it.

“Rather than running around, 
trying to make plays, I’m more 
sound in my gaps and my fits 
have been better,” Bowling said. 
“Whether I’m making plays or 
not, I’m more comfortable and 
confident that I’m doing my job. 
That’s what I’ve been trying to do 
all year.”

Bowling does spinal decom-
pression treatments once a week 
on his neck area to help relieve 
some minor disc herniations. He 
consistently visits with a massage 
therapist. He does cryotherapy, 
the use of extreme cold to freeze 
and remove abnormal tissue. He 
is taped differently before games 
than he was before, for better 
support and cushioning.

He has sacrificed to compete 
for a championship-caliber pro-
gram. But it’s been worth it.

“You have to persevere,” Bowl-
ing said. “Things can be thrown 
at you that you have zero control 
over, and there’s nothing you can 
do except do what you’re able to 
and keep moving forward on your 
own and as a team. Regardless of 
what happens, you just have to 
keep working.”
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Katy High senior linebacker Shepherd Bowling (25) forces a fumble during the Tigers’ 63-7 Class 
6A-Division II state semifinal win over Buda Hays on Saturday, Jan. 9, at McLane Stadium in Waco.

HOW THEY GOT HERE
Katy High is in its record 15th state championship game, 

seeking its ninth state title. Here’s how the Tigers got to this point.

ROUND    OPPONENT   SCORE
Bi-District   Elkins    Bye (COVID-19)
Area    Lamar    60-7
Regional semis  Shadow Creek 49-24
Regional final  Clear Falls   51-14
State semis   Buda Hays   63-7

RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Katy High linebacker Truman Timmons (45) is one of 44 seniors on the Tigers’ roster this postseason.
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Katy High sophomore running back Seth Davis breaks away for a run during the Tigers’ 63-7 Class 6A-Division II state semifinal win on 
Saturday, Jan. 9, at McLane Stadium in Waco.

NO. 9 TIGERS VS. NO. 8 LONGHORNS
Region III champion Katy High and Region II champion Cedar 

Hill are no strangers. They are meeting in the state championship 
game for the fourth time. The Tigers are 1-2 versus the Longhorns 
in the state final, getting the upper hand in 2012 and falling short 

in 2013 and 2014. Here’s how this year’s teams match up.

KATY    STAT    CEDAR HILL
13-1    Record    12-1
.590     Opp. Win %   .630
49.0 ppg    Offense    35.7 ppg
28     Rushing TDs   28
53     Passing TDs   33
11.6 ppg. all.   Defense    16 ppg. all.
44     Sacks    40
15     INTs     11
8     State titles   3
15 State title game appearances 5

RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Katy High junior linebacker Ty Kana sacks Buda Hays senior quarterback Durand Hill during 
the Tigers’ 63-7 Class 6A-Division II state semifinal win on Saturday, Jan. 9, at McLane 
Stadium in Waco.
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From drainage and health information that keeps you safe and 
informed to community events and commentary to keep you

entertained, the Katy Times has you covered!

Subscribe today and get the newspaper delivered to your mailbox 
each Thursday, packed full of news about YOUR community.

1 Year 
$35      Monthly  

$399
Local

Call us at 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

P.O. Box 678
Katy, TX 77492-0678

Subscribe
Today!

1 Year 
$50      Monthly  

$598
Elsewhere in Texas

1 Year 
$60      Monthly  

$698
Out of State

NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

Area's Best Business Review
Presented By: Metro News ©2020 All Rights Reserved.  1-918-234-7768

Spending more and buying less?  Maybe you should be shopping at WALMART
in Katy, where your dollar goes a lot further!  Conveniently located at 22850
Morton Ranch Rd, phone (346) 307-8163; this full line department store offers
something that most other stores can’t compete with… the area’s very lowest

prices on EVERYTHING!  Food to feed your family, toys to entertain your children, school supplies,
sporting goods, tools, and auto accessories.  Nearly every little thing you can think of!  Most “regular” retail
department stores feature “full retail” prices.  At WALMART,  this is not the case!  Here you get the service you
want, the quality you look for, and prices you can afford!  Hours: 7am - 10pm
We, the editors of this 2020 Area’s Best Business Review, offer this suggestion to the people in our
area: So, whether or not you need a big grocery shopping trip, get your tire changed or pick-up a
prescription, Do what smart shoppers do and make this your one-stop holiday shopping headquarters
for the best products, the largest selection and the ultimate in everyday bargains!

Residential
Stump Grinding
Tree Trimming

979-250-0300

Firewood Sales
& Delivery

Tigers, Spartans dominate 19-6A volleyball honors
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

Recognized for their outstand-
ing seasons, Seven Lakes and Katy 
High dominated the 2020 all-dis-
trict 19-6A volleyball selections 
released last month.

The Spartans won their second 
district championship in four 
years, winning 19-6A with an 11-1 
record. Katy came in second at 10-
2, Tompkins 8-4 and Cinco Ranch 
7-5. Those four schools represent-
ed the district in the playoffs.

Taylor and Mayde Creek each 
went 3-9 in district play. Morton 
Ranch finished 0-12.

The Tigers had the most super-
lative honors with three. Coach 
Karen Paxton was named Coach 
of the Year. Junior setter Maddie 
Waak was named Outstanding 
Setter and averaged 6.7 assists 
per set during district play. Senior 
libero Hannah Hoover was named 
Defensive Player of the Year and 
averaged 4.1 digs per set.

Seven Lakes senior outside 
hitter Ally Batenhorst was the 
district’s Most Valuable Player. 
Batenhorst averaged 6.3 kills and 
3.9 digs per set to go with 20 aces 
in district play. Spartans junior 
outside hitter Emma Schroder was 
named Newcomer of the Year, av-
eraging 1.5 kills per set to go with 
20 blocks.

Tompkins sophomore outside 
hitter Cindy Tchouangwa was 

named Outstanding Hitter. She 
averaged 3.2 kills per set.

The greatness of volleyball 
played in Katy showed through in 
the postseason.

Seven Lakes won the Class 6A 
state volleyball title, Katy ISD’s 

first volleyball championship, as 
Batenhorst was named the cham-
pionship game’s Most Valuable 
Player. Katy made the regional 
final for the first time since 1993. 
Cinco Ranch, the fourth-place 
seed of the district, beat 2019 

state semifinalist Ridge Point 
and 2019 regional finalist Cy-Fair 
before falling to Seven Lakes in 
the regional quarterfinals. Seven 
Lakes’ only loss all season came 
to Tompkins, a 3-1 setback in each 
team’s district season finale in 
mid-November.

The all-district honorees for the 
2020 season:

>> First Team: Briana Barra-
gan, senior defensive specialist, 
Mayde Creek; Ally Batenhorst, 
senior outside hitter, Seven Lakes; 
Casey Batenhorst, junior setter, 
Seven Lakes; Kailey Bickel, senior 
libero, Seven Lakes; Mecca Free-
man, junior outside hitter, Mayde 
Creek; Jordan Gamble, junior mid-
dle blocker, Katy; Gabby Gregorski, 
senior libero, Tompkins; Kayla 
Griebl, senior outside hitter, Cinco 
Ranch; Paris Herrman, junior 
outside hitter, Tompkins; Hannah 
Hoover, senior libero, Katy; Perris 
Key, senior outside hitter, Katy; 
Chandler Lee, junior outside hitter, 
Taylor; Mayo Olibale, senior mid-
dle blocker, Seven Lakes; Eliana 
Posada, senior right-side hitter, 
Tompkins; Emma Schroder, junior 
right-side hitter, Seven Lakes; 
Cindy Tchouangwa, sophomore 
outside hitter, Tompkins; Maddie 
Waak, junior setter, Katy.

>> Second Team: Hayley Byrd, 
senior defensive specialist, Cinco 
Ranch; Izzy Denton, junior defen-
sive specialist, Katy; Eva Fitzger-
ald, senior setter, Cinco Ranch; 

Gracie Gibbens, junior middle 
blocker, Taylor; Madison Gun-
dry, junior defensive specialist, 
Tompkins; Reaghan Jones, senior 
middle blocker, Katy; Mallory 
Lamport, junior outside hitter, 
Morton Ranch; Emma Manuel, 
senior defensive specialist, Seven 
Lakes; Courtney O’Brien, sopho-
more outside hitter, Cinco Ranch; 
Abby Sherman, senior outside 
hitter, Katy; Peyton Sykes, senior 
outside hitter, Seven Lakes; Katari-
na Teahen, senior middle blocker, 
Seven Lakes; Sania Thomas, junior 
middle blocker, Mayde Creek.

>> Honorable Mention: Si-
enna Adigun, sophomore middle 
blocker, Morton Ranch; Natissia 
Baptiste, junior middle block-
er, Tompkins; Mia Blum, junior 
outside hitter, Seven Lakes; Maddy 
Chaapel, sophomore outside 
hitter, Katy; Ella Folse, sophomore 
right-side hitter, Tompkins; Cam-
ryn Griffin, senior middle blocker, 
Cinco Ranch; Jaclyn Guerrero, 
senior outside hitter, Taylor; Mya 
Hill, junior setter, Mayde Creek; 
Brooke Hirsch, senior defensive 
specialist, Cinco Ranch; Riley 
Hull, senior defensive special-
ist, Katy; Destiny Jurado, senior 
defensive specialist, Morton 
Ranch; Grace Lanier, sophomore 
defensive specialist, Seven Lakes; 
Daniela Taborda, junior defensive 
specialist, Mayde Creek; Kenne-
dy Willoughby, senior defensive 
specialist, Mayde Creek.

FILE PHOTO BY COLE MCNANNA | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES 

Seven Lakes senior Ally Batenhorst was named District 19-6A’s Most Valuable Player this season.
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“The No. 1 word I use with 
people when I talk about A.J. 
is composure,” Heston said. 
“There’s nothing that rattles 
that kid. He just turned 15. 
He’ll get himself into some 
trouble sometimes, but he’ll 
typically get himself out of 
trouble. He’s so gifted at han-
dling the ball and wanting 
the big moment. He’s the guy 
we’re giving the ball to in the 
fourth quarter to make the 
right decisions for us.”

Bates knocked in a couple 
of layups in the fourth quarter 
and hit two of three free-
throws in the final minute.

“The fourth quarter is 
where people make their 
name,” said Bates, who 
added four rebounds, four 
assists and three steals. 
“Once it comes, I know my 
team can rely on me and 
my teammates to make big 
plays for us to win. I know 
if I don’t make plays for my 
team, I let them down.”

Taylor produced an 
admirable effort despite the 
absence of Arnold, the dis-

trict’s top scorer who suf-
fered a rolled ankle during 
a win over Katy on Jan. 9. 
The injury is not considered 
to be serious, and Arnold 
was in good spirits and 
heavily engaged with the 
team before and during the 
game, lending his leader-
ship and experience during 
timeouts.

Senior wing Anthony Pel-
zer led Taylor with 19 points, 
five rebounds, and two steals. 
St. Julien added 16 points, 
five assists and three steals. 
But the next closest Mustang 
in the scoring column was 
senior Caleb Hart with five.

Seven Lakes, meanwhile, 
had four players in dou-
ble-figure scoring with Bates, 
Prior, sophomore Braedon 
Bigott (11) and junior Blake 
Miller (11). Senior Ashwin 
Nair added six points.

“We do a good job 
moving the ball, everybody’s 
getting their points and 
opportunities,” Prior said. 
“Everybody contributes. 
That’s how we win.”

And Heston feels his team 
can be even better. Four of 
his varsity players came over 
from the football team in 
mid-December and are still 

finding their roles on the 
team. Heston said he has a 
team of youth and talent, 
and the fact it still has so 
much room for growth has 
him excited.

It has his players thrilled 
as well, as they are hungry for 
the program’s first district title 
since the 2013-2014 season.

“It feels good to get this 
win, get in first place, but the 
job’s not done,” Bates said. 
“We’ll see (Taylor) again, and 
we’ve got to keep practicing 
and keep working hard.”

Cougars adjusting to new coach Collier on the fly
By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

As if trying to play a season 
in midst of a pandemic wasn’t 
enough, Cinco Ranch’s girls bas-
ketball team is hoping to sustain 
the momentum built from last 
year’s playoff appearance, the first 
in four seasons for the program.

Even more, the Cougars are 
attempting to do so under a new 
head coach.

They’re making the most of an 
accelerated learning curve.

In is coach Tamara Collier, a 
former McDonald’s All-American 
nominee at Duncanville High 
who went 122-49 at the helm of 
Jersey Village over five seasons 
before taking the Cougars’ job 
last summer. Collier has quick-
ly established her own culture, 
and while the Cougars have a lot 
of room to grow in that aspect, 
they’re winning games and again 
in the thick of another playoff race 
in the meantime, earning a 9-5 
overall record and 5-3 District 19-
6A standing.

“Some of the things we’re try-
ing to show them, it’s ‘Oh, Coach, 
we’ve never done this before,’” 
Collier said. “To me, that’s a 
positive. When you have seniors 
come up to you saying they’re 
doing things they’ve never done 

here before, that’s good. Now let’s 
keep it going. We’re sowing the 
seeds now.”

Collier is emphasizing com-
munication and playing hard and 
together.

“The biggest difference is 
intensity,” senior guard Abby Bala 
said. “We’re definitely playing at 
a higher pace, faster speed. With 
Coach, it’s about the little things, 
like running back on defense, not 
floating on layups, talking. In a 
short period of time, it’s been a 
huge change.”

Collier wants players to be 
responsible for their performanc-
es. Everything has a consequence. 
Ten pushups for missed layups 
during practices. Early morning 
workouts the day after a bad 
game.

“She holds us accountable for 
all the little things, and I really 
like that,” junior forward Madison 
Mascorro said. “Last year, our 
coach didn’t really enforce it as 
much. I actually enjoy it. It makes 
you take more pride in perfor-
mance.”

The Cougars’ roster consists 
of six sophomores, many of 
whom played on the freshman 
team last season, but their play 
is balanced with the talents 
of Bala and Mascorro. Bala, a 
Missouri Western State signee, 

is a two-way playmaker averag-
ing a team-best 17.1 points, 3.4 
rebounds and three steals. She 
has worked tirelessly to improve 
her perimeter shooting, and it’s 
showed. Bala is connecting on 
35 percent of her 5.5 3-point 
attempts per game.

The 5-foot-10 Mascorro has 
blossomed from a shooting 
specialist to an all-around scorer, 
averaging 10.8 points and 4.8 re-
bounds. Primarily a 3-point gun-
ner last season, she has only taken 
13 triples this season and is tied 
for first on the team in free-throw 

makes and second in free-throw 
attempts as she is more confident 
attacking the basket.

“They play their hearts out,” 
Collier said of her veteran duo. 
“When you talk about a kid that 
wants it, Abby wants it on both 
ends of the floor. Madison is a 
perfectionist. I love that about 
her. Her mindset is to give me a 
perfect game every time out, and 
if she doesn’t, she’s going to work 
at it.”

Collier said the acclimation to 
the varsity game for her sopho-
mores remains a work in progress. 

The speed and competitiveness 
game to game can be challenging, 
and they’ve been thrown into the 
fire during district play because of 
an abbreviate non-district slate of 
just six games.

Still, the sophomore class does 
have an impressive base of talent. 
Guards Dani Williams and Sofia 
Budnik are starters, and post 
Sophie Baran and guard Briana 
Broxson are valuable contributors 
off the bench.

“They’ll make mistakes be-
cause they’re young, but the big 
thing is getting them to grow from 
it,” Bala said. “We’re just trying to 
help where we can and keep them 
going.”

Collier said she’s not surprised 
the Cougars have been as suc-
cessful as they have been in spite 
of significant change. She has a 
roster of youth, experience, depth 
and talent.

“For the most part, it’s trying to 
change the whole culture,” Collier 
said. “Trying to get them to play 
hard. Trying to get them to buy 
into something new. It’s different 
from having a male coach (like 
before), but at the same time the 
level of intensity is what we’re 
looking for. They’ve been playing 
so hard and playing together, and 
now it’s about building that chem-
istry around each other.”

DENNIS SILVA II 

Tamara Collier, in her first year at the helm of Cinco Ranch, talks to her players during a timeout during 
a game against Morton Ranch on Jan. 6 at Cinco Ranch High.


