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Call to Schedule

Pure Barre Katy Open House January 9-10
FREE Classes all weekend. We are excited to bring in the new year with a Fitness Open House Weekend to kick 
off the 20th anniversary of Pure Barre. New to the Pure Barre Workout? Be sure to register for your FREE Class 
during Open house weekend today. We will also have a special Membership offer that weekend. Join us at the 

barre and focus on your health and fitness as we head into 2021. Enjoy low-impact, high intensity workouts for a
total body workout, using small movements to create muscle definition, strength, and improve your balance,

flexibility, and core strength.

23501 Cinco Ranch #D 120, Katy, Tx 77494
281-394-9000

By DENNIS SILVA II
SPORTS EDITOR

D own two starters, highly-re-
garded recruits at that, Katy 
High kept playing. And even 

through two 
blocked punts 
and two 
fumbles, the 
Tigers kept 
playing.

Nothing, 
or at the very 
least very lit-
tle, is keeping 
Katy down these days, and the No. 
9 state-ranked Tigers served up yet 
another demonstrative reminder 
in their 49-24 Class 6A-Division II 
regional semifinal win over No. 21 
Shadow Creek on Saturday, Dec. 26, 
at Freedom Field.

Katy plays Clear Falls (8-3) in 
the 6A-D2 regional final at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, Jan. 2, at Legacy Stadium. 
The Tigers (11-1) are headed to the 
state quarterfinals without senior 
tight end Fernando Garza (a three-
star recruit and Texas A&M signee) 
and junior defensive end Malick 
Sylla (a four-star recruit and one 
of the top prospects in the Class of 
2022), who are out for the season 
with knee and ankle injuries, re-
spectively.

“It’s not about just the defense 
and the offense and the kicking 
game, it’s about being a team,” 

By CHRIS COBLER
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

Gov. Greg Abbott and other 
Texas leaders are rolling up their 
sleeves to get the COVID-19 vac-
cine and to encourage the public 
to follow suit.

“I will never ask any Texan to 
do something that I’m not willing 
to do myself,” Abbott said before 
getting vaccinated at a televised 
event in Austin.

Vaccines
The next round of vaccines 

will go to people 65 and older 
and to those who are at greatest 
risk of severe disease and death 
from COVID-19. More than 70 
percent of COVID-19 deaths in 
Texas have occurred in people 
65 or older, Texas Department 
of State Health Services officials 
said in announcing the updated 
priority list.

“The focus on people who are 
age 65 and older or who have co-
morbidities will protect the most 
vulnerable populations,” said 
Imelda Garcia, Expert Vaccine 
Allocation Panel chairwoman. 
“This approach ensures that 
Texans at the most severe risk 
from COVID-19 can be protected 
across races and ethnicities and 
regardless of where they work.”

The state is in Phase 1A of 

Texans 
urged to 
roll up 
sleeves
Capital Highlights 
as 2021 begins

FILE PHOTO 

Texas officials are encouraging Texans to roll 
up their sleeves for the two COVID-19 vaccines 
approved at the federal level. The state capitol 
building pictured here is also expected to 
reopen Jan. 4. The state had closed the building 
in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

OF WILL AND FORCE
No. 9 Katy shows off depth, dominance in rout of No. 21 Shadow Creek

PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High senior defensive back Dalton Johnson (43) tackles Shadow Creek’s Kelvon Brown (3) during their Class 6A-Division II 
regional semifinal on Saturday, Dec. 26, at Freedom Field in Iowa Colony.

Sophomore 
QB Koger 
maturing 
for Tigers,

SEE PAGE 6

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Waller County Commissioners met for their last regular court 
meeting of 2020 and approved several end-of-year procedural mea-
sures and approved one major equipment purchase. The meeting 
was the last for Commissioner Jeron Barnett for Precinct Three 
whose tenure ends at the end of the year. 

During the meeting, commissioners court: 
• Approved expenditures of about $191,000 for construction 

expenses associated with the new justice center. 
• Approved an abatement agreement with the Houston Execu-

tive Airport to aid in expansion. County officials said the agreement 
will potentially allow more planes to be housed at the facility which 
in turn are taxable and add to the county’s tax revenues over time.

• Approved the purchase of a CrackPro 260-DA Crack Sealer 
from SealMaster Houston through a group buying platform for 
$68,625.

• Approved a maintenance agreement for upkeep of the power 
supplies that provide uninterrupted backup power to the county’s 
9-1-1 facility at the new justice center. County Judge Trey Duhon 
said the contract was a good investment because it ensures the new 
facility will be well maintained after the county had spent money 
building it.

• Reviewed and approved the county’s investment policy.
• Discussed and approved the county’s 2021 salary order which 

establishes how much county employees are paid. They also  

FILE PHOTO BY R. HANS MILLER

At their final meeting of the year, Waller County commissioners approved expenditures for 
the county’s new justice center and approved a new equipment purchase for the county’s 
Road and Bridge Department. An agreement with school districts to reimburse them for 
operational expenses associated with the pandemic was delayed while final administrative 
issues are addressed. 

Commissioners hold 
last meeting of 2020

See MEETING, page 5

By EMMA PLATOFF
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton in May urged the Trump ad-
ministration to rescind millions of dollars in COVID-19 relief funds 
that Harris County planned to use for mail-in ballots, as Republi-
can state leaders and Democratic local officials were sparring over 
whether and how to expand voting options during the pandemic.

In a May 21 letter, Paxton alerted Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin of Harris County’s “stated intent to use federal funding 
in violation of state law,” and asked him to “seek return of any 
amounts improperly spent on efforts to promote illegal mail-in 
voting.”

“Without implementing adequate protections against unlawful 
abuse of mail-in ballots, the Department could be cast in a position 
of involuntarily facilitating election fraud,” Paxton wrote. The letter 
was obtained and published this week by watchdog group Citizens 
for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington.

Experts say there is no evidence that mail-in ballots allow for 
widespread voter fraud, but Texas Republicans have long relied 
on that claim to justify keeping Texas’ mail-in balloting among the 
most restrictive systems in the country. Texans must be over 65, out 
of their home county, confined in jail but otherwise eligible or cite 
a disability in order to qualify for a mail-in ballot. Texas was one of 
just a few states that did not allow for no-excuse absentee voting 
this year during the coronavirus pandemic. After conducting a 

REUTERS’ BILL CLARK VIA THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

In a May 21 letter, Attorney General Ken Paxton alerted Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin of 
Harris County’s “stated intent to use federal funding in violation of state law,” and asked him 
to “seek return of any amounts improperly spent on efforts to promote illegal mail-in voting.”

Paxton asked Trump 
admin. to take back 
some COVID funds

HARRIS COUNTY

See FUNDS, page 5



“IT”
It came like the fog, on little cat feet,
It came fast and steady and didn’t retreat.
It was after our neighbors, family and friends,
It’s taken so many, will it ever end?

It came out of China, quickly it flew,
It took over the world before anyone knew!
It turns out the cat feet had terrible claws,
It ignored all the rules, even the laws.

It’s been a long time without churches and schools, 
We’ve worked really hard obeying the rules.
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

P.O. Box 678,  Katy, TX  77492-0678

281-391-3141

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Home of the Cowboys
 7. “Hawaii Five-O” actor
      McBride
10. Most aged
12. Fitted with a shoe
13. Courteously
14. They form over cuts
15. Western Alaskan river
16. Aggressive men
17. Farm animal
18. Young woman (French)
19. Sixth month of Hebrew
      calendar
21. Short cry 
22. State capital
27. Rural delivery
28. “Twilight Zone” creator
33. Gigabyte
34. Flammable hydrocarbon
36. Supervises flying
37. An actor who plays a 
      principal role
38. Furnace for pottery
39. Fall back
40. Afrikaans word for
      language
41. Chinese city
44. Fleshy
45. Inventor
48. Taxis
49. A citizen of Spain
50. Important age for aging
      workers (abbr.)
51. Body part

CLUES DOWN
 1. Chinese mountain range
 2. Romanian city

 3. Fishermen cast it
 4. Shelter from wind
 5. Sign language
 6. Pigpen
 7. Make sore
 8. Flat metal shelves
 9. Forms that say who you are
10. Cigar lovers’ necessity
11. Popular cooking ingredient
12. Skin covering the head
14. Unshakable
17. Exclamation meaning
      “Finally!”
18. One of the wise men’s gifts
20. Take away from
23. In accordance with the law
24. Nicole Kidman’s husband

25. NY Giants legend
26. Utilize
29. Beloved Hollywood alien
30. Unwell
31. More destitute
32. Grinded together
35. Sun up in New York
36. Italian-made cars
38. Most sacred site in Islam
40. Rip apart
41. Go in a specified direction
42. Freshwater mussel genus
43. “__ the Man” Musical
44. One thousand cubic feet
      (abbr.)
45. West coast time zone
46. Mimic
47. You can get one in summer

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Local writer Nancy 
Sieh, a member of Beta 
Sigma Phi, an internation-
al women’s cultural and 
social sorority recently 
won the sorority’s annual 
worldwide poetry contest 
for her poem, “It” which is 
published here. 

Beta Sigma Phi is a 
non-academic sorority with 
about 200,000 members in 
chapters around the world 
and was founded in 1931. 

Local writer wins sorority’s annual worldwide poetry contest
It’s cowarding now, it’s seeing us fighting.
Social distancing, staying home, and our faith are flashes of lightening.

The sun’s coming out, the fog’s disappearing.
We’ve worked hard and fought bravely, could the end be nearing?
To those on the front lines, who have tirelessly fought,
We are grateful for hours of work that weren’t for naught.

We pray for the families of loves ones lost,
It didn’t destroy us, but it came with a cost.
I believe that God hears us, we just have to pray!
He will bring us through, maybe just not today.

NANCY SIEH
Epsilon Phi Master

Katy, Texas

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Black-eyed peas – also known 
as cowpeas – are a Southern staple 
around the New Years holiday with 
many southerners feeling it brings 
good luck for the new year. Given 
the interesting times we’ve had in 
2020, many Southerners suspect their 
neighbors may not have had their 
annual dose of good luck. To remedy 
the issue, I share with you my own 
recipes below for black-eyed peas and 
homemade cornbread.

I have also made the black-eyed 
peas with sliced kielbasa instead of 
ham and it turned out just as delicious 
and preferred by a few friends. Given 
the fact that we live near Katy, a town 
with a huge rice-growing history, I’ve 
also found it’s pretty tasty to serve 
the black-eyed peas over a bit of rice. 
I recommend serving the cornbread 
with a healthy dollop of honey-butter. 
A medium-sized cast iron skillet also 
works great for baking the cornbread.

Ingredients: 
• 1 pound dried black-eyed peas
• 1/2 pound bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled
• 1/2 pound ham, diced about 1/4-

inch square (optional) 
• 1 1/2 tablespoons butter
• 1 large yellow onion, chopped fine
• 2 garlic cloves, minced fine or 1 tea-

spoon pre-minced, jarred garlic
• 3/4 teaspoon dried thyme
• 1 teaspoon fresh ground black 

pepper
• 1 teaspoon salt 

Directions: 
1. Rinse and sort black-eyed peas. 
2. Place peas, bacon and ham 

(optional) in a Dutch oven and add 

water to slightly more than cover the 
dry ingredients. 

3. Bring to a boil and allow to cook for 
two minutes, then remove from heat. 
Do not drain.

4. Let bean and pork mixture soak for 
1 hour. 

5. Heat butter over medium heat in 
a skillet, add onion and garlic and 
cook until onions are tender. Stir 
thyme, salt and pepper into onion 
and garlic mixture. 

6. Stir thyme, onion and garlic into pea 
mixture.

7. Bring Dutch oven back to a boil 
for about 1 minute, then reduce 
heat and let pea and ham mixture 
simmer, covered, until peas are 
tender, stirring about every 40 
minutes. You may need to add water 
while the mixture is cooking.

*Some readers may wish to sprinkle 
fresh thyme or fresh-chopped scallions 
over their black-eyed peas.

HOMEMADE CORNBREAD
Ingredients: 

• 1/4 cup butter, softened
• 3 tablespoons sugar
• 2 large eggs
• 1/2 cup sour 

cream
• 1/2 cup milk
• 1 cup gluten  

free flour blend  
*(if not in a 
gluten-free 
household, 
use all-purpose 
baking flour)

• 2/3 cup yellow cornmeal
• 1/2 pound sharp cheddar cheese, cubed into 

1/2-inch squares
• 1/2 of one 15.25 oz. can of sweet corn, drained
• 2 teaspoons gluten-free baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon salt

Instructions: 
1. Heat oven to 425°F.
2. Grease a 9-inch square pan.
3. Combine butter and sugar in a bowl and beat 

at medium speed until creamy. Scrape the 
sides of the bowl to ensure all of the butter 
and sugar are mixed together.

4. Add eggs and mix well. 
5. Stir sour cream and milk in the egg, sugar and 

butter mixture.
6. Add flour blend, cornmeal, baking powder and 

salt then mix at a low speed until thoroughly 
mixed. 

7. Fold in cheese and corn with a rubber spatula 
or wooden spoon.

8. Pour batter into prepared pan and bake 19-23 
minutes or until golden brown. To test for 
doneness, place a wooden toothpick into the 
center of the cornbread – it should come out 
clean and batter-free if the cornbread is ready.

Wish for a little luck in 2021 with a Southern tradition

BRANDEE R. MILLER

Black-eyed peas will split a bit as you cook them. Monitor the peas by having a tablespoon handy and fishing 
one or two out from time to time to try and see if the texture is where you want it. For a more smoky or salty 
flavor, add more bacon or ham to the recipe, respectively. 

BRANDEE R. MILLER
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897
BOB PULLIAM

WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 

281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182

JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

CHRISTS MERCY
3506 PORTER RD.  • 281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR

NEW HORIZONS  
WORD OF FAITH CHURCH

906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL) • 281-391-6770

EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF KATY
DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR

MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS

HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494
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Richmond’s Mamie 
George Community Center 
(MGCC) recently surpassed 
the two million-pound mark 
in food distribution since the 
onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  MGCC is the hub for 
services provided by Catholic 
Charities of the Archdio-
cese of Galveston-Houston, 
including food and financial 
assistance, and a robust 
program for seniors.

“During the pandemic, 
Catholic Charities is distrib-
uting four times as much 
food as usual to families in 
need,” said Gladys Brum-
field-James, MGCC executive 
director.  “The lines are long 
for help from our food pantry, 

because COVID-19 drained 
resources for families all 
across Fort Bend County.”

Brumfield-James notes 
that the center is seeing 
many families who were 

financially stable before the 
pandemic, but lost jobs and 
wages reduced their savings 
and plunged them into cri-
sis.  “We’ve had people com-
ing in who never thought 
they would be struggling 

to feed their families,” said 
Brumfield-James.

The community mobi-
lized to distribute 2,110,400 
pounds of food over nine 
months from the center in 
Richmond.  The Houston 
Food Bank provided food.  
Scores of volunteers report-
ed week after week to help 
load cases of fresh produce, 
protein items and non-per-
ishables into long lines of 
vehicles.  The Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Department 
provided officers to untan-
gle traffic.  And the center’s 
neighbors opened their 
parking lots as staging areas.

In all, the effort fed 154,341 
Fort Bend families in need.

For seniors and other cli-
ents who are unable to leave 
their homes during the pan-

demic, MGCC is working with 
DoorDash to make deliveries 
of food to homebound clients 
through a program funded 
by the United Way of Greater 
Houston.  In addition, center 
staff and volunteers have 
been checking in with senior 
clients on a regular basis 
since the pandemic began.

MGCC will continue to 
distribute food as the pan-
demic wears on.  Starting on 
January 5, 2021, the center 
will transition from a first-
come, first-served approach 
to allow families to make 
appointments to receive 
nutritious food.  Families 
will still be served in the 
safety of their vehicles via 
drive-through distribution, 
receiving food that will be 
reserved for each family.

More than 2M pounds of food distributed

PHOTO BY EDWIN JOSE VEGA RAMOS

Catholic Charities has distributed more than 2 million pounds of food during the 
COVID-19 pandemic through the Mamie George Community Center in Richmond.  

NEED HELP? 
Appointments for 
assistance at the 
Mamie George 

Community 
Center can be 

made for Tuesday 
through Thursday 

mornings by visiting 
CatholicCharities.org/
food.  For additional 

information, call  
281-202-6289.

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

State Senator Lois Kolk-
horst (R-Brenham) and State 
Representative James B. Frank 
(R – Wichita Falls) announced 
that they have both filed 
legislation to solidify the rights 
of residents of long term care 
facilities to maintain contact 
and personal visitation with 
their loved ones during state 
emergencies. Executive orders 
and facility policies have re-
stricted or forbidden visitation 
at such facilities since March 
in response to COVID-19. 

“I have listened to emo-
tional stories from constitu-
ents and heard from desper-
ate families across Texas who 
were not allowed to see a 
loved one for months. While 
there is a public health mis-
sion to protect our vulnerable 

populations from COVID-19, 
that pursuit should not 
send residents into a state of 
solitary confinement with no 
personal contact from family 
or friends, “ Kolkhorst said. 

The joint press release 
from the two legislators said 
they were filing the bills after 
seeing multiple instances of 

constituents being denied 
access to family members 
in nursing homes and other 
long term care facilities such 
as state supported living 
centers. The Health and 
Human Services Commission 
updated emergency rules in 
September to allow resi-
dents to designate up to two 

essential caregivers. These 
caregivers are provided train-
ing to allow them to safely 
enter a facility for scheduled 
visits to help ensure family 
members’ physical, social and 
emotional needs are met. The 
legislation would establish 
that practice among other 
licensed nursing homes and 
assisted living facilities to 
establish that same practice 
in such facilities. 

“These vulnerable Texans 
need the care, communica-
tion, and physical touch of 
loved ones and the experi-
ence of human interaction 
that is crucial to quality of 
life and to both physical and 
mental health,” Frank said. “I 
am heartbroken at the dozens 
of stories I have heard of a 
spouse or a parent who died 
after living their final months 
in isolation. The Legislature 

must work this session at en-
suring that these tragedies are 
not repeated in the future.”

Kolkohorst chairs the 
Texas Sentate’s Health and 
Human Services Committee 
and Frank chairs the Texas 
House’s Human Services 
Committee. These bills and 
others will be taken up when 

the 87th Texas Legislative Ses-
sion begins Jan. 12, 2021. 

“I look forward to working 
with everyone touched by this 
issue, so we can ensure the 
rights of long-term residents 
and make clear in the law that 
those lifelines to their family 
and friends will never be bro-
ken again,” Kolkhorst said. 

Kolkhorst, Frank file essential caregiver legislation

State Senator Lois Kolkhorst (R-Brenham) and State Representative James B. 
Frank (R – Wichita Falls) have filed bills to ensure family members or guardians of 
residents of assisted living facilities and similar establishments can visit their loved 
ones to ensure their quality of life is being maintained.
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T he end of this sad, 
strange, historic and 
transformative year is 

almost upon us. And like a lot 
of you, I found myself burrow-
ing into ritual, structure, and 
obligatory loaves of sourdough 
to fill up those hours of social 
isolation thrust upon us by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

But of course, you can’t live 
on pandemic sourdough alone. 
So here’s a quick list of the 
books, music, and bits of culture 
that provided some peace and 
tranquility amidst the frantic 
hours of work, moments of 
mourning, and surprising inter-
vals of joy and extreme gratitude 
that made up my 2020.

“1177 B.C.: The Year 
Civilization Collapsed,” 
Eric H. Kline, Princeton 

University Press
When you’re staring down 

what feels like the end of history, 
it’s only natural to wonder if 
we’ve been here before, and 
what lessons those times of trou-
ble hold for us now.

This slender, but massively 
weighty volume, by George 
Washington University classicist 
Eric H. Cline, takes up one of the 
great mysteries of human histo-
ry. In 1177 B.C., after centuries 
of brilliance, the civilizations 
of the late Bronze Age Medi-
terranean came to an abrupt 
and cataclysmic end. Over the 
space of a generation or so, the 
Mycenaeans, the Minoans, the 
Hittites, and the Babylonians, 
slid into irreversible decline, 
vanishing from history, as the 
region slid into a centuries-long 
dark age that didn’t end until 
the emergence of what we now 
know as the classical era around 
750 B.C.

Historians are still trying 
to unravel the interconnected 
calamities, which ranged from 
incursions by seaborne groups 
of marauders collectively known 
as the “Sea Peoples” and internal 
unrest, to the severing of sophis-
ticated regional trade routes, 
that hastened the end of the Late 
Bronze Age. While it’s a very 
foreign world in a lot of ways, it’s 
also one that is recognizably our 
own, reminding us that civiliza-
tion is a delicate thing that needs 
to be tended to and nurtured if it 
is to survive.

“Folklore,” Taylor Swift
For all the ink that’s been 

spilled about the death of the 
monoculture, July’s surprise 
release of Taylor Swift’s ninth 
record was a throwback to those 
seemingly bygone years where 
we were all listening to, and 
dissecting, the same records at 
the same time.

The minimalist, folk-imbued 
electronica that Swift crafted in 
lockdown with The National’s 

Aaron Dessner, and longtime 
collaborator Jack Antonoff of 
Bleachers, was just the sort of 
quiet escapism that we were all 
looking for as we came blinking 
into the sun of what ended up 
being a short-lived, post-lock-
down world.

Sometimes the right record 
comes along at the right 
moment. Swift, ever adept at 
choosing her moments, found 
hers with “Folklore.”

“The Mandalorian,” 
Disney+

After a concluding Skywalker 
trilogy that felt as overstuffed as 
often as it felt half-baked, writ-
er/director Jon Favreau’s space 
western marked a welcome 
return to smaller-scale storytell-
ing that managed to evoke the 
pulpy best of the original film 
series, while forging a ground 
that was uniquely its own. Pedro 
Pascal’s laconic bounty hunter 
Din Djarin, the Mandalorian of 
the title, channeled fan nostal-
gia for the bounty hunter Boba 
Fett of the original series, even 
as he established himself as a 
new and serious player in the 
sprawling mythos.

Warning: Spoilers ahead.
Fan service abounded 

throughout the series, with such 
favorites as Jedi Knight Ahsoka 
Tano being brought to vivid 
life by Rosario Dawson (who’s 
getting her own series). The 
resurrection of Boba Fett was 
another welcome (if slightly ex-
pected moment). And, of course, 
the surprise return of a certain 
legendary Jedi Knight in the Sea-
son Two finale (I’m not going to 
spoil it for you if you haven’t seen 
it) was one of those heart-stop-
ping moments that the franchise 
excels at when it’s at its best.

But there’s no doubt that the 
emotional center of the series, 
its entire reason for being, was 
the emerging father/child rela-
tionship between Mando and 
Grogu (don’t call him Baby Yoda 
anymore).

Some of the series’ sweetest 
moments came when Pascal’s 
bounty hunter let down his 
guard and allowed this impos-
sibly adorable creature into his 
scarred heart. That journey into 
fatherhood – a theme across the 
franchise – is what keeps the 
Mandalorian from devolving 
into just another big-budget, 
Hollywood shoot-em-up.

M y friend, Emad Hajjaj, 
was arrested on Wednes-
day in his home country 

of Jordan. His crime? Drawing a 
political cartoon.

Hajjaj has been charged with 
the “cybercrime” of “insulting an 
Arab country” and faces signifi-
cant time in prison (reports differ 
between five and 10 years of hard 
labor) for drawing an “offensive” 
cartoon criticizing Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed of the 
United Arab Emirates. Hajjaj, who 
draws for the Al-Araby newspaper 
in London, was arrested five hours 
after posting the cartoon to the 
newspaper’s web site.

I run a newspaper syndicate 
(CagleCartoons.com) that has dis-
tributed Emad’s work to over half 
of America’s daily, paid-circulation 
newspapers for the past fifteen 
years. Emad is a dear friend of 
mine and of cartoonists around the 
globe. We’ve had a great time trav-
eling together to exotic, cartooning 
destinations. Since Emad is every-
one’s friend in our tight-knit, global 
community of editorial cartoonists, 
his arrest comes as a quite a shock 
in our small world.

Jordan is a close ally of the Unit-
ed States and has a long history 
of press freedom – until this year. 
According to the International 
Press Institute, “As part of its efforts 
to limit the spread of Covid-19, 
the government declared a state 
of emergency in March 2020, in-

troducing a 1992 Defense Law that 
gave authorities sweeping powers 
to impose curfews, close business-
es – and gag the press. At least 13 
journalists have been arrested and 
summoned for questioning by 
security forces since the pandemic 
began.”

Emad’s cartoon depicts Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Zayed, 
commonly called “MBZ,” holding 
an Israeli dove that has spit on 
his face, with the spittle in the 
shape of a U.S. F-35 fighter jet. 
The U.S. recently brokered a treaty 
between Israel and the UAE, and 
in a possibly related deal the U.S. 
agreed to sell advanced F-35 jets 
to the UAE. Israel is opposing the 
sale, arguing that Israel’s defense 
advantage in the region would be 
compromised if UAE gets the jets. 
Hajjaj’s drawing shows that Israel 
has embarrassed MBZ by blocking 
the sale after the UAE agreed to the 
peace deal. Emad drew this spat 
as spit.

According to Al-Araby, Hajjaj 
was referred to the “notorious State 

Security Court” by the attorney 
general in Amman, Jordan’s cap-
ital. The SSC has jurisdiction over 
crimes involving drugs, explosives, 
weapons and high treason, but 
Al-Araby reports the court has 
been increasingly used to put 
peaceful protesters and govern-
ment critics on trial.

“The country’s infamous 2015 
cybercrimes law was widely criti-
cized by rights groups, who say it 
is a pretext to crack down on any 
individual who criticizes the gov-
ernment,” the newspaper reported. 
“Amendments added to the law in 
2018 also made the distribution 
of articles considered slanderous 
punishable with a prison sen-
tence.”

Hajjaj is being held in jail 
pending the conclusion of an 
investigation. After that, he may 
face charges and many years of jail 
time. He has been transferred to 
the notorious “Salt Prison” outside 
of Amman.

No one should go to prison 
for drawing a cartoon – especially 
in a nation that claims to have a 
free press; especially in a nation 
that is an ally of the United States; 
especially now, when our troubled 
world needs fairness and press 
freedoms more than ever.

Emad must be freed, and must 
be free to draw cartoons without 
threats from a newly repressive 
regime.

JOHN L.  
MICEK
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

My friend was arrested for drawing a cartoon

DARYL 
CAGLE
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

Things that kept 
me sane in 2020



vaccine distribution, 
which includes residents 
of long-term care centers 
and front-line health care 
workers. With an estimat-
ed 1.9 million Texans in 
those groups, it will likely 
be at least two weeks 
people in Phase 1B can 
get the vaccine.

The Phase 1B priorities 
are below, and additional 
information is available at 
dshs.texas.gov:

• People 65 years of age 
and older

• People 16 years of 
age and older with at 
least one chronic medical 
condition that puts them 
at increased risk for severe 
illness from the virus 
that causes COVID-19, 
such as but not limited 
to cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, 
heart conditions, such as 
heart failure, coronary 
artery disease or cardio-
myopathies; solid organ 
transplantation, severe 
obesity, pregnancy, sickle 
cell disease and type 2 
diabetes.

Capitol to reopen
Closed since March, 

the Texas Capitol will re-
open Jan. 4, about a week 
before the 87th Legisla-
ture convenes.

In announcing the re-
opening, Abbott, Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick and House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen 
said safety protocols have 
been put in place to main-
tain a safe environment 
for all visitors, lawmakers 
and staff. 

“Preparations to safely 
conduct business in the 
Texas House and Senate 
are ongoing, and each 
chamber will vote upon 
their respective rules and 
protocols at the start of 
the legislative session,” 
the officials said in a 
statement.

 The session opens at 
noon Jan. 12. 

 Also last week, Aus-
tin and Travis County 
officials, alarmed by a 
spike in cases, raised the 
community’s COVID-19 
risk warning to its highest 
level since the pandemic 
began. Under the Stage 
5 risk warning, the local 
officials are asking people 
not to gather with anyone 
outside their household 

and to limit their trips 
outside homes to essen-
tial ones such as going to 
the grocery store or work.

 Dr. Mark Escott, Aus-
tin-Travis County interim 
health authority, said the 
Stage 5 warning was nec-
essary even though the 
hospital system in Austin 
remained stable.

“When you see smoke, 
are you fully alarmed and 
call the fire department, 
or do you wait until the 
flames roll down the hall-
way?” he told KXAN-TV. 
“What we’ve learned over 
and over again … if you 
wait to pull the alarm 
until the hospitals are full, 
that surge will continue 
until the hospitals, and 
the morgues, are over-
whelmed.”

State vs. local  
CARES money

The state of Texas is 
not living up to its prom-
ise of allocating federal 
pandemic relief funds to 
local governments, an 
advocacy group contends.

After Congress passed 
the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic 
Security, or CARES, Act 
in March, Gov. Abbott 
said $1.85 billion of the 
funding Texas received 
would go toward support-
ing local governments. 
However, advocacy group 
Texas Housers said its 
analysis shows the state 
has not delivered.

The local governments 
are supposed to apply 
through a reimbursement 
process administered 
by the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management, 
according to a May 11 
letter from the governor.

“Since the letter, 
TDEM has stymied local 
governments at every 
turn,” Houser officials said 
in a statement. “Although 
the process should have 
been a clean handoff of 
resources specifically 
earmarked for cities and 
counties, money has been 
complicated for local 
governments to access 
and has flowed slowly or 
not at all.” 

A Texas emergency 
management official has 
said the largest barrier to 
reimbursement has been 
local governments not 
submitting the correct 
documents. Also, some 
of the CARES money has 
been spent on state proj-
ects that benefit cities and 
counties.
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discussed having a consultant 
come in to conduct a salary survey 
in the near future, something that 
has not been done for a decade or 
more according to county staff. 

• Approved an agreement with 
Dr. Aaron Buzzard to act as a med-
ical director over officers with the 
Waller County Sheriffs Office who 
have EMT/EMS certifications. This 
is a standard practice by counties 
in Texas and helps protect the 
county from a liability standpoint, 
staff said. 

• Renewed an agreement with 
Dr. Glenn Berry for a one-year 
term to provide medical services 

to inmates at the Waller County 
Jail.

• Renewed an agreement to 
ensure the county utilizes the State-
wide Automated Victim Notification 
Service, also known as SAVNS. The 
service is a state-run public service 
that notifies victims of crimes of the 
incarceration status of the perpe-
trator of the crime against them 
according to the SAVNS website.

• Approved an engagement 
letter to Rutledge, Crain and 
Company, PC. The firm provides 
auditing services to the county, es-
pecially where it is related to grants. 
County Auditor Alan Younts said the 
auditing service will be especially 
important this year given the coun-
ty’s utilization of CARES Act and 
other grants during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• Adopted a fund balance 
policy that increased the county’s 
“rainy day fund” from 4 months to 
4.5 months by adding $1 million 
into the capital improvement 
fund and allocating more money 
for rainy day expenses. Duhon 
said the idea is to continue to be 
proactive and fiscally conservative 
in order to prepare for upcoming 
projects while remaining pre-
pared for unexpected expenses. 

• Approved an agreement with 
Grimes County for cost sharing 
of expenses associated with the 
506th District Court which both 
counties utilize. 

• Reappointed Duhon to the 
Gulf Coast Rail District which 
he has served on for the last few 
years. Duhon said the county’s 
representation is important on 

the board of directors for that 
district, especially considering 
the controversial high speed rail 
project that is currently in devel-
opment.

• Discussed COVID-19. Duhon 
encouraged county residents to be 
cautious as the disease has been 
spreading rapidly especially as a 
result of gatherings and to practice 
social distancing, washing hands 
and wearing face coverings to curb 
the spread of the virus that causes 
the disease.

• Postponed approving pay-
ment of funds to Katy ISD while 
verification was obtained to en-
sure the district had not received 
reimbursement from the state 
for COVID-19-related expenses. 
The move appeared to be proce-
dural to ensure the county was 

proactive in verifying expenses 
claimed by the district under 
an agreement between the two 
municipalities. Court had recently 
approved agreements with KISD 
($51,000), Waller ISD ($256,000), 
Hempstead ISD ($113,000) and 
Royal ISD ($177,000) to help them 
recoup costs for adjustments to in-
struction and operation of schools 
during the pandemic. 

No meeting of the court is 
scheduled for Dec. 30 in ob-
servance of the holiday season. 
However, Duhon did indicate that 
a swearing in for newly-elected 
county officials will take place 
Jan. 1 at 11 a.m. at the new district 
courthouse. Duhon said the event 
will be socially-distanced and 
follow all COVID-19 protocols 
currently in place. 

from page 1
MEETING

County would have knocked the floor 
out of our citizens’ ability to vote safely 
during a pandemic and an import-
ant national election,” said Hidalgo, 
a Democrat. “This attempt to cut off 
emergency federal funding for fellow 
Texans is indefensible.”

Houston, the state’s largest city 
and a critical Democratic stronghold 
within the red state, became the center 
of partisan battles over voting options 
during the pandemic after the Harris 
County Commissioners Court voted 
to spend tens of millions of dollars 
— more than ever before — to make 
voting easier and safer during the 

pandemic. Many of those efforts were 
backed by federal dollars doled out 
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act.

Texas Republicans, with Paxton 
sometimes leading the charge, chal-
lenged a number of Harris County’s 
attempts to expand voting options, 
including suing local officials there to 
prevent them from sending applica-
tions for mail-in ballots to the county’s 
2.4 million registered voters. The ques-
tion over expanding access to mail-in 
ballots was a particularly partisan 
flashpoint. The all-Republican Texas 
Supreme Court ruled that voters could 
consider their own personal health 
circumstances, along with their vul-
nerability to COVID-19, to determine 
whether they had a disability that 

would qualify them for an absentee 
ballot under state law.

Spokespeople for the Department 
of the Treasury did not immediately 
respond to questions about whether 
they followed Paxton’s exhortation to 
vet Harris County’s spending plan.

Hidalgo also criticized Paxton for 
not being open about his attempt to 
sap funding from the state’s biggest 
Democratic stronghold. He did not 
announce the letter at the time it was 
sent.

“To do so in secret is truly a shame 
and I’m relieved this is now out in the 
open,” Hidalgo said.

Asked why the attorney general’s 
office never publicized the letter, a 
spokesperson, Kayleigh Date, said only 
that the letter “speaks for itself.”

from page 1
FUNDS

PHOTO COURTESY HARRIS COUNTY CONSTABLES OFFICE FOR PRECINCT 5

Harris County Constable for Precinct 5 Ted Heap’s office closed out its training year Dec. 28 with a final session of its Rape-Aggression Defense – or RAD – training. Five 
mother-daughter pairs participated in the four-class course which was hosted at the Bear Creek Community Center in a socially distanced and disinfected environment. 
RAD training is one of the department’s most popular community programs and teaches women of all ages how to protect themselves from a would-be attacker. Those 
wishing to sign up for safety trainings offered by Precinct 5 can find them at www.constablepct5.com. 

By KATE MCGEE
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

The outgoing speaker of the Texas 
House of Representatives, 
Dennis Bonnen, R-Angle-
ton, has tested positive for 
COVID-19, according to a 
post on his Facebook page 
Sunday.

Bonnen said he tested 
positive this weekend 
and has mild symptoms. 
His wife, Kim Bonnen, 
tested positive last week 
and “continues to battle difficult but 
manageable symptoms,” he said. His 
two sons will continue to be tested as 
the family quarantines together.

“We are unable to pinpoint our ini-

tial exposure, as we – like so many other 
families – made the difficult decision to 
celebrate Christmas with just our own 
household this year and have diligently 

followed all health proto-
cols since March, thanks 
to my wife’s adamant 
reminders,” Bonnen said 
on his Facebook page.

Bonnen, who did not 
seek reelection after a 
secret recording scandal 
damaged his political ca-
reer, encouraged people to 
continue wearing masks, 

practice social distancing and avoid 
large gatherings.

Multiple state leaders have tested 
positive for the virus since the pandem-
ic began. The first statewide elected 

official to publicly confirm a positive 
coronavirus test was Texas Supreme 
Court Justice Debra Lehrmann in May. 
Other state lawmakers, including Rep.  
Tony Tinderholt and Sen. Kel Seliger, 
have tested positive. Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner Sid Miller tested positive 
earlier this month.   

The Texas Tribune also revealed that 
at least three Texas Board of Education 
members tested positive for the coro-
navirus after an in-person meeting last 
month, raising more questions about 
the state’s emphasis on safety just weeks 
before the new legislative session begins 
Jan. 12. Lawmakers are still awaiting 
more detailed pandemic protocols for 
the upcoming session, which Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick has suggested could come 
this week.

Bonnen tests positive for coronavirus

DENNIS BONNEN



NOW THERE ARE
TWO STATIONS TO HEAR

HOUSTON’S BEST
SPORTS TALK RADIO

2020-2021 KATY 
AREA VARSITY 

SPORTS RESULTS 
& SCHEDULE

To submit scores, news or 
schedules, email dennis.

silva@katytimes.com. 
Schedules are tentative due 

to COVID-19 protocols.

THURSDAY, DEC. 24
CLASS 6A DIVISION I REGIONAL 

SEMIFINAL PLAYOFF GAME
• North Shore 47, Tompkins 22

CLASS 6A DIVISION II REGIONAL 
SEMIFINAL PLAYOFF GAME

• Clear Falls 10, Taylor 9
SATURDAY, DEC. 26

CLASS 6A DIVISION II REGIONAL 
SEMIFINAL PLAYOFF GAME

• Katy 49, Shadow Creek 24

TUESDAY, DEC. 29
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Cinco Ranch 43, Taylor 31
• Morton Ranch 35, Mayde 

Creek 27
• Tompkins 52, Seven Lakes 43

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Seven Lakes 57, Tompkins 55
• Taylor 59, Cinco Ranch 53
• Mayde Creek 70, Morton 

Ranch 66 (OT)
• Paetow 55, Montgomery 49

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 30
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Katy at Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.
• Morton Ranch at 

MacArthur, noon
• Paetow at Caney Creek, 

11:30 a.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL

• Humble at Katy, 5 p.m.
• Cy-Creek at Tompkins, 1 p.m.
• Mayde Creek at Cy-Falls, 

1 p.m.
• Paetow at Cy-Fair,  

1:30 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER

• Tompkins vs. Friendswood, 
at Jordan High, 11:30 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Caney Creek at Paetow, 

11 a.m.
• Bellaire at Seven Lakes,  

4 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 31
BOYS BASKETBALL

• Paetow at Bellaire,  
4:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Klein Cain at Taylor, noon

SATURDAY, JAN. 2
CLASS 6A DIVISION II REGIONAL 

FINAL PLAYOFF GAME
• Katy (11-1) vs. Clear Falls 

(8-3), at Legacy Stadium, 
1 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
• Morton Ranch at Cinco 

Ranch, 1 p.m.
• Taylor at Katy, 1 p.m.
• Seven Lakes at Mayde 

Creek, 1 p.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL

• Mayde Creek at Seven 
Lakes, 1 p.m.

• Cinco Ranch at Morton 
Ranch, 1 p.m.

• Katy at Taylor, 1 p.m.
BOYS SOCCER

• Pasadena at Paetow,  
11:30 a.m.

• Morton Ranch at Cy-Park, 
11:45 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Northbrook at Mayde 

Creek, 11:45 a.m.
• Cy-Lakes at Morton Ranch, 

11 a.m.
• Paetow at Terry, noon
• Seven Lakes at Klein Oak, 

1 p.m.
• Taylor at Elsik, at Crump 

Stadium, 11:30 a.m.
• Tompkins at Foster, noon

KATYTIMES.COM
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins girls basketball coach Tamatha Ray and 
her players know that if they are to repeat as District 
19-6A champions this season, they’ll have to go 
through Seven Lakes to get there.

Tuesday was a successful step forward, then, as 
the Falcons got the best of the Spartans in their first 

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Tompkins sophomore forward Loghan Johnson goes up for a shot 
during a game against Seven Lakes on Tuesday, Dec. 29, at Seven 
Lakes High.

Falcons upend Spartans, 
now 5-0 in District 19-6A

See HOOPS, page 9

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

There are two major differ-
ences for Taylor’s boys bas-
ketball team this season. Two 
considerable dynamics that 
have the Mustangs brimming 
with district championship 
aspirations.

One is the addition of 
6-foot-4 sophomore center 
Elijah Melchiorre, whose 
energy and passion have 
been welcomed. The other 
is the evolving leadership of 
star senior guard Jake Arnold, 
whose commitment to mak-
ing those around him better 
has propelled the Mustangs 
another level.

Taylor is 9-2 overall, 3-0 
in District 19-6A. In a wide-
open district, the Mustangs 
are confident the 19-6A title 
can be theirs.

“Experience is the biggest 
thing,” said Arnold, averag-
ing 26 points per game. “We 

pretty much returned all of 
the guys from last year, and 
we just have a lot more con-
fidence. We have a great core 

DENNIS SILVA II

Taylor sophomore center Elijah Melchiorre 
is averaging 12.5 points per game early 
through the District 19-6A season.

Confident Mustangs boast 
District 19-6A title hopes

See MUSTANGS, page 9

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Katy High sophomore quarterback Caleb 
Koger played his best game of the season in 
his team’s biggest game of the season, yet 
another chapter in the youngster’s rapid 
evolution as a leader for a team beaming 
with state-championship identity.

The unassuming 5-foot-8, 150-pound-

er shredded No. 21 state-ranked Shadow 
Creek’s defense in Katy’s 49-24 Class 6A-Di-
vision II regional semifinal win on Dec. 26 at 
Freedom Field.

Koger completed eight of 16 passes for 
194 yards and five touchdowns of 50, 41, 
6, 55 and 29 yards. He was one touchdown 
pass shy of tying the program single-game 
record of six, set by Brooks Haack in a 55-3 
win over Strake Jesuit in October 2011.

The 194 passing yards were a season 
best for Koger, who is making the most of 

PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High sophomore quarterback Caleb Koger (10) throws a pass during the Tigers’ 49-24 Class 6A-Division II regional semifinal win over Shadow Creek on Saturday, Dec. 26, at Freedom Field 
in Iowa Colony. 

No. 9 Katy dominates Shadow Creek 
to advance to regional final, SEE PAGE 1

RISING TO THE TASK

Katy sophomore QB Koger playing his best when best is needed

See KOGER, page 8

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

As much as Tompkins was 
optimistic and confident about 
its chances heading into its Class 
6A-Division I regional semifinal 
on Christmas Eve, No. 1 state-

ranked North Shore, the defend-
ing back-to-back Class 6A-DI state 
champion, was simply too much.

The No. 6 Falcons played 
admirably, but the Mustangs had 
too much firepower and it showed 

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Tompkins senior Jalen Milroe throws a pass during the Falcons’ Class 6A-Division I regional 
semifinal against North Shore on Dec. 24 at Legacy Stadium.

Falcons fall in regional semis,  
but seniors’ legacy stays intact

See FALCONS, page 8

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

When he was coaching Katy 
High’s sophomore baseball team 
three years ago, Will Handlin saw 
something special in then-fresh-
man pitcher Caleb Matthews.

“You could tell there was 

something there,” said Handlin, 
now in his fifth season as Katy’s 
varsity pitching coach. “He had 
one of the best curveballs I had 
ever seen; it all just hadn’t come 
together yet. When he finished his 
freshman year, I told him, ‘Buddy, 

COURTESY OF JOE MATTHEWS

Katy High pitcher/infielder Caleb Matthews, shown here during his sophomore season in 
2018, is bound for Rice after being offered a two-way role with the Owls.

Katy’s Matthews 
‘special’ on, off field

See MATTHEWS, page 10
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin, or an inten-
tion or discrimination.” Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.
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RANCH HAND TO WORK 
ON HORSE RANCH NEAR 

FM 723 AND FM 359:
Full time employee needed: Live-in 
with your family, all expenses paid. 

Also, part-time help needed,
3-4 days per week, from

7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
(Bilingual with own transportation.

One hour lunch break.)
Tasks: Feed horses, clean stall, take 

horses out to pasture and bring them 
back, and some additional farm work.  

RECENT EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY!

Call or text at 713-419-9009.  Please
leave a message, call will be returned.

RANCH 
HAND 

WANTED
Full time

employee needed:  
Live-in with

your family, all
expenses paid.

Part time help 
needed on horse 
ranch near FM 

723 and FM 359.  

Working days
negotiable, 3-4 

days a week,
7 am to 5:30 pm

1 hour off for 
lunch.  Bilingual 

with own
transportation.

RECENT 
EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY!

713-419-9009 
Leave message.

2,000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitchen 
island, granite 
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-1314.

December 24 
Puzzle Answers

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF PATTISON

TEXAS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM

The City of Pattison will hold a public hearing at 7:00 PM on January 5, 2021, 
on Zoom regarding the submission of an application to the Texas Department of
Agriculture for a Texas Community Development Block Grant Program
(TxCDBG) grant. Because of Covid, the City of Pattison’s City Council meeting
will be held electronically instead of a public meeting. Members of the public
may listen or view the meeting by checking the City’s website for access to the 
meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to allow citizens an opportunity to discuss 
the citizen participation plan, the development of local housing and community
development needs, the amount of TxCDBG funding available, all eligible
TxCDBG activities, and the use of past TxCDBG funds. The City encourages
citizens to participate in the development of this TxCDBG application and to 
make their views known at this public hearing. Citizens unable to attend this 
meeting may submit their views and proposals to the City Secretary. Persons with 
disabilities that wish to attend this meeting should contact the City Hall to arrange 
for assistance. Individuals who require auxiliary aids or services for this meeting 
should contact the City Secretary at 281-934-3715 at least two days before the 
meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

AVISO PÚBLICO
CIUDAD DE PATTISON

SUBVENCIÓN EN BLOQUE DEL DESARROLLO
DE COMUNIDADES DE TEXAS

La ciudad de Pattison llevará a cabo una audiencia pública a las 7:00 PM el día
5 de enero, 2021, en Zoom respecto a la presentación de una solicitud para
la Subvención en Bloque del Desarrollo de Comunidades (CDBG) del
Departamento de Agricultura de Texas. Debido al Covid, la reunión del
Consejo Municipal de Pattison se llevará a cabo electrónicamente en lugar de 
una reunión pública. Los miembros del público pueden escuchar o ver la
reunión entrando al sitio web de la Ciudad para acceder a la reunión. El
propósito de esta reunión es permitirle a los ciudadanos la oportunidad de
discutir el plan de participación ciudadana, el desarrollo de las necesidades
locales de vivienda y desarrollo comunitario, la cantidad de financiamiento de 
TxCDBG disponible, todas las actividades elegibles de TxCDBG, y el uso de 
fondos anteriores de TxCDBG. La ciudad anima a los ciudadanos que participen 
en el desarrollo de esta solicitud de TxCDBG y a que den a conocer sus puntos 
de vista en esta audiencia pública. Los ciudadanos que no puedan asistir a esta 
reunión pueden presentar sus puntos de vista y propuestas a la Secretaria de la 
ciudad. Las personas con discapacidades que deseen asistir a esta reunión deben 
comunicarse con el Ayuntamiento para coordinar su asistencia.  Las personas 
que requieran ayuda o servicios auxiliares para esta reunión deben comunicarse 
con la Secretaria de la ciudad al número 281-934-3715 por lo menos dos días 
antes de la reunión para que se puedan hacer los preparativos apropiados.

Annual Report Public Hearing 
Scheduled January 19, 2021

The Katy Independent School District will conduct a public 
hearing for the 2019-2020 Annual Report on January 19, 
2021.  The hearing will be held during the regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Katy ISD Board of Trustees at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Katy ISD Administration Building at 6301 South 
Stadium Lane.

Texas Education Code B39.053 requires each school district’s 
board of trustees to publish an annual report that includes 
the Texas Academic Performance Report report, campus 
performance objectives, a report of violent or criminal
incidents, and information received under the Texas
Education Code B51.403(e) from the Texas High
Education Coordinating Board.
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Have you been diagnosed with

Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma?

If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition,  

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, after exposure to 
Roundup herbicide,

Call Us Toll Free: 800-940-8469
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC

Principal Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated.

you may be entitled 
to compensation.

TX JEFFREY MICHAEL ASHBY RE LIC 550021; CODY LOWDERMAN AUC LIC 16991
BUYER’S PREMIUM (BUYER’S FEE IN WI) MAY APPLY.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/TX

Located in Eagle Ford Shale

10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse Auctions Jan 21

Public Inspection 11-2pm Friday January 8
THREE RIVERS, TX • 345 & 349 Highway 72
Just over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi 
Auctions: 11am, Thu Jan 21 on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com

TexSCAN Week of 
December 27, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 72. Just 
over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi. 
Auctions: 11am, Thu. Jan, 21, on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 
23, 2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Call or go online

to browse, buy
or sell!

The Classifieds:
Your Ticket to Local Finds

www.katytimes.com • 281-391-3141
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coach Gary Joseph said. “Our kids under-
stand they have to step up and I’m proud 
of them. Our kids just didn’t surrender. 
We’ve had injuries and other things go on 
all year long, and they step up.”

Despite the two blocked punts, one 
which led to an easy score, and two 
giveaways in the first half, Katy led by 25 
points at halftime against a Shadow Creek 
team that won the Class 5A-Division I 
state title last year. The Tigers used an 
unbelievable defensive effort and prolific 
offense to give the Sharks just their fifth 
loss in three seasons of varsity play and 
surpass the regional semifinal round for 
the first time since 2017, keeping hopes 
alive for their first state title since 2015.

“They’re so consistent, so well-
coached,” said Shadow Creek coach 
Brad Butler, who has a history of going 
up against Katy in the playoffs as he was 
previously the assistant head coach at 
Manvel. “They are going to be hard to deal 
with going forward. I told Coach (Joseph), 
‘Hey, go win one.’ I really felt like whoever 
came out of this game had a great chance 
(at winning state). Hat’s off to them.”

Katy outgained Shadow Creek 423-173 
in total yards, but 160 of the Sharks’ yards 
came in the second half.

The Tigers’ defense, once again, was 
remarkable.

Shadow Creek senior quarterback 
and Baylor signee Kyron Drones was 
sacked three times in the first quarter, 
and six times overall. Senior defensive 
end Cal Varner III had two sacks. Junior 
defensive end Cayde Robertson, playing 
in place of Sylla, had a sack. Senior nose 
tackle Cohen Dearman, senior linebacker 
Shepherd Bowling and junior linebacker 
Judson Ceyanes also had sacks.

“We made sure he was in the pocket 
and contained, and once we did that, 
we knew we could collapse on him,” 
Varner III said. “He’s really shifty, and we 
planned for that and how he can break 
defenses down with his feet. We were 
ready.”

Drones was indecisive early and 
often, and Katy took advantage. Drones 
completed just 12 of 26 passes for 75 
yards and two touchdowns. Both of those 
touchdowns came late in the game when 
the Tigers’ lead had reached 32 points.

Drones’ longest completion of the 
game was for 16 yards.

“We were disciplined and patient,” 
said junior defensive back Bobby Taylor, 
who had a 17-yard fumble return for a 
touchdown. “We know he likes to scram-
ble, but we can’t scramble or else their 
receivers will get open. It’s about knowing 
when to come up (to play the run), when 
not to come up. Stuff like that.”

With Sylla already out of action, the 
Tigers were dealt another blow when 
senior safety and team captain Dalton 
Johnson was disqualified with 3:55 left in 
the second quarter when he was penal-
ized for targeting. Still, others continued 
to step up, such as sophomore defensive 
back Arian Parish and senior defensive 
back Jayden Rodriguez.

“We executed to the fullest,” Taylor 
said. “It doesn’t get any better than how 
our defense is doing right now. One 
man goes down, another steps up. Look 
at Cayde. He had a heck of a game, and 
it comes to show that if everybody just 
keeps working, when it’s their time to 
shine, they’ll shine.”

While Katy’s defense forced the Sharks 
to either punt or turn the ball over on 
eight consecutive possessions following 
a field goal to open the game, the offense 
put the game out hand in the meantime.

Sophomore quarterback Caleb Koger 
was unyielding in his management of the 
offense, completing a pair of big-time 
play-action passes of 50 and 41 yards, 
respectively, to junior Nic Anderson and 
senior Fuller Shurtz for the Tigers’ first 
two touchdowns of the game.

Koger, who completed eight of 16 
passes for 194 yards, threw three more 
touchdown passes—to junior running 
back Isaiah Smith, senior receiver Taylor 
Saulsberry and senior running back 
Aidan McKinney—as the run game of 
senior Jalen Davis and sophomore Seth 
Davis finished what he helped start.

Jalen Davis rushed for 99 yards and 
a touchdown on 19 carries. Seth Davis 
rushed for 122 yards on 19 carries.

“We knew they were going to come for 
the run hard, and we did what we were 
supposed to do,” Jalen Davis said. “Rolled 
over, O-line pass-blocked well, receiv-
ers sealed their routes well. Everything 
played out like it was supposed to. Exactly 
how we practice it.”

Davis said the Tigers are a confident 
bunch.

“You can feel it everywhere,” Davis 
said. “It’s the whole team. We all know 
what our job is, and everybody does their 
job 100 percent. You see the outcome. 
When we play as a whole unit, nothing 
can stop us.”

Katy players see themselves as a 
championship-caliber team. A dominant 
defense. A persistent run game. An all-
for-one spirit.

It all sounds familiar to a program 
striving for a ninth state title.

“I know we’ll have to continue getting 
better,” Joseph said. “Other people are 
going to have to step up. That’s what 
having a football team is about. No matter 
how many (recruiting) stars any of them 
have, they’re all football players. They’re 
all functional kids and they’re all very 
unselfish. That’s what makes a team.”
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a rush-stuffing offensive line of senior 
Jacob Norman, senior Omar Aigbedion, 
senior Vasileios Katsigiannis, junior Caleb 
Webb and senior C.J. Marsh, and power-
ful running backs Jalen and Seth Davis.

“He’s taking that leadership,” Marsh 
said. “He’s matured. In the huddle, it’s 
him who straightens us up when we’re 
out of line. He’s that guy who gets on us.

“He may be a sophomore, but he has 
the mindset of a senior.”

In Katy’s only loss of the season, to 
Tompkins on Nov. 5, Koger completed 
seven of 14 passes for 81 yards and two 
interceptions to one touchdown. In the 
five games since, however, he has re-
bounded admirably, completing 31 of 62 
passes for 687 yards and 11 touchdowns 
to no interceptions.

“He grew up,” coach Gary Joseph said 
of his signal-caller’s performance against 
Shadow Creek. “The last time we were in 
a big-game moment, it was too much for 
him. You could see how much he’s grown 
since that time. He’s improved. He’s play-
ing within himself, within the system. He 
was very true to himself.”

Joseph said Koger—who overall this 
season has completed 55.8 percent of his 
passes for 1,369 yards and 21 touchdowns 
to two interceptions—is learning to not 
do too much, something he was victim of 
against Tompkins. He is understanding 
what the defense is giving him and taking 
advantage of it instead of looking to make 
the big play.

“He completed three-yard passes? So 
what, the (receiver) then runs it 20 yards,” 

Joseph said. “It doesn’t matter how far the 
pass is. He made some good play-action 
passes to get us into the game. All that 
does is fire the kids up.”

Against Shadow Creek, Koger ran 
Katy’s vaunted play-action to perfection, 
completing 50-yard and 41-yard touch-
down passes, respectively, to Nic Ander-
son and Fuller Shurtz within a three-min-
ute span in the first quarter to open up 
the game and turn an early 3-0 deficit into 
a quick 13-3 lead.

“He made some big plays, especial-
ly throwing into the wind there early,” 
Shadow Creek coach Brad Butler said. 
“We had some busts that made it a little 
easier on him, I think, but he did a good 
job of putting the ball in there. He was big 
for their offense.”

Koger threw touchdown passes to 
five different players: receivers Anderson 
and Shurtz, running back Isaiah Smith, 
receiver Taylor Saulsberry and fullback 
Aidan McKinney. He averaged 12.1 yards 
per pass attempt and brilliantly managed 
the game, moving the chains for 17 first 
downs and controlling tempo.

“He’s more confident,” junior defen-
sive back Bobby Taylor said. “He’s taken 
the offense by storm. The first few games, 
of course he was still getting used to 
things and had some mistakes. But you 
can tell he’s getting more comfortable. 
Guys are cheering him on, we stand be-
hind him, and we know when he makes a 
mistake, we’ll be there for him.”

As Koger’s confidence rises, so does 
his team’s.

“Everybody can see what he’s done 
since the Tompkins game. He’s growing,” 
Jalen Davis said. “Football is about confi-
dence, and he’s got it now.”
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in Tompkins’ 47-22 loss at Legacy Stadium. 
Tompkins (10-1) was dealt its first loss of the 
season and finished as a regional semifinal-
ist for the third straight season.

The Falcons trailed 33-7 with 5:21 left in 
the third quarter but rallied to within 33-22 
with 10:07 left before the Mustangs pulled 
away.

“I’m proud of the way they kept com-
peting,” Tompkins coach Todd McVey said. 
“They kept fighting. We talk about finishing 
things all the time. They drink the Kool-Aid 
because they believe in the program and 
what we do and the culture, and they fight 
for each other. Watching it and seeing it 
… 17-and-18-year-olds who play for each 
other and care about each other, it says a lot 
about who they are.”

North Shore’s incredible duo of senior 
quarterback and Auburn signee Dematrius 
Davis and senior receiver and Texas A&M 
signee Shadrach Banks was special.

The 5-foot-11, 195-pound Davis was 
other-worldly, completing 14 of 17 passes 
for 302 yards and three touchdowns to one 
interception and rushing for 84 yards and 
four touchdowns on 12 carries.

When the Falcons made their run, it 
was Davis, who accounted for 64 percent of 
North Shore’s 602 total yards, who put them 
away for good. He scored on runs of three 
and seven yards, respectively, to close out 
Tompkins late in the fourth quarter, bringing 
his season touchdown total to 54.

“He’s a great player and he’ll do great 
things at Auburn,” said senior defensive end 
Justin Bevrotte, who had four tackles and an 
athletic pick of Davis on an attempted screen 
pass. “We tried to keep him in the pocket 
and collapse it. North Shore is a great team, 
but we made some mistakes, like not wrap-
ping up, and they took advantage of it.”

Davis’s favorite target, almost always on 
screen plays, was the 6-1, 225-pound Banks, 
who caught 11 passes for 251 yards and two 
touchdowns and also had 28 yards on two 
carries.

“They execute well,” McVey said. “They’re 
very good athletically and very talented. But 
I thought our defense played hard against 
them and gave them fits. Those two are 
where they’re at for a reason.”

Tompkins senior quarterback and Ala-
bama signee Jalen Milroe completed 10 of 
20 passes for 50 yards and a touchdown to 
one interception as North Shore consistently 
applied pressure on the 6-2 signal-caller. 
Milroe was sacked three times and found 
himself backpedaling early and often against 
a rabid rush.

“They’re a talented defense, very talent-
ed,” Milroe said. “Fast, physical. But it was 
all about us. There was nothing they did that 
was special. We made mistakes, and they 
executed off those mistakes.”

Tompkins’ standout was senior running 

back and Tulsa signee Marquis Shoulders. 
The speedster was impressive, rushing for 
137 yards and a touchdown on 14 carries 
and catching four passes for 22 yards and 
another score. He added a 76-yard kick re-
turn for a score to account for all three of the 
Falcons’ touchdowns.

“The holes at the second level (of the de-
fense) were huge, so after I got past the first 
level it was wide open,” Shoulders said.

McVey could not have been prouder of 
the 5-9, 155-pound dynamo.

“He’s someone who never complains 
and just works every day, and I love when 
it’s the smallest guy on the field who plays 
the hardest,” McVey said. “He competes. I’m 
going to miss him.”

The class of 2021—anchored by team 
captains Milroe, Temisan Alatan, Dru 
Polidore and Colby Huerter—will be one 
McVey never forgets. These seniors were 
freshmen during his inaugural season at 
the helm of the Falcons in 2017 and quickly 
forged an identity for the program.

“What I take away most is the family of it,” 
Bevrotte said. “This is definitely a broth-
erhood. I’m gonna miss all these guys; all 
these coaches, they are like my second dads. 
They’ve made me the better person I am 
today.”

The senior class helped establish the Fal-
cons as a regional contender. They brought 
the program its first district championship 
this year and a third consecutive 10-win sea-
son. They had Tompkins ranked state-wide 
and nationally (No. 21).

“It’s all the adversity they have gone 
through,” McVey said. “It’s how they 
responded. It’s how we had a pretty good 
outcome. We started back in August, all the 
uncertainty and things of a pandemic and 
not knowing what was going on, and we’re 
playing on Christmas Eve. I wouldn’t trade it 
for the world.”

Milroe graduates as the best player in the 
program’s short history. In his three-year 
varsity career, Milroe won 31 games and 
completed 321 of 541 passes (59.3 percent) 
for 5,400 yards and 53 touchdowns to 14 in-
terceptions, adding 1,208 yards and 22 more 
touchdowns rushing.

“Jalen’s had a big target on his back, and 
I think he’s done a great job with that and 
being a leader, especially this year,” McVey 
said. “I’m happy for his future and we’ve 
been blessed to have him. I will always be a 
Jalen Milroe fan.”

Milroe said his time as a Falcon taught 
him to never back down.

“In crucial moments, teams are look-
ing for a quarterback to lead the offense,” 
Milroe said. “No matter what the score is, 
you have to be cool, calm and collected. 
That’s what I learned as a player, and also 
being open-minded to coaching and always 
expanding knowledge. Coming into high 
school, it was about growing as a player and 
person. I felt I did that. I couldn’t be more 
thankful for what I learned. It’s been a fun 
ride and I enjoyed the journey.”

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Tompkins junior linebacker Bryce Shaink (32) strip-sacks North Shore quarterback Dematrius Davis during their Class 
6A-Division I regional semifinal against North Shore on Dec. 24 at Legacy Stadium.
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Taylor fell short in defending its Class 6A-Division II Region III crown, suffering a devastating 10-9 
defeat to Clear Falls in the 6A-DII regional semifinals on Dec. 24 at Challenger Stadium in Webster. 
Riley Carleton’s 33-yard field goal with 5:36 left in the fourth quarter was the go-ahead score for Clear 
Falls. Junior running back Michael Whitaker scored Taylor’s only touchdown with an 11-yard run in 
the second quarter, but the extra-point missed. The Mustangs finished their season 9-3 and graduate 
a senior class that saw at least one playoff win in each of the last four years, including an incredible 
run to the state semifinals last season. Taylor graduates 36 seniors, including a highly regarded core of 
offensive linemen Bryce Foster (Texas A&M), Hayden Conner (Texas), and running back Casey Shorter 
(Army) and defensive back Trevor Woods (Colorado).

PRENTICE C. JAMES | SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Katy High senior running back Jalen Davis (28) hurdles Shadow Creek’s Kullen Murrell (13) during their Class 
6A-Division II regional semifinal on Saturday, Dec. 26, at Freedom Field in Iowa Colony.

MUSTANGS FALL SHORT  
IN 6A-DII REGIONAL SEMIS
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Bottom line….
If it is not toilet paper,

then it shouldn’t be flushed.

Save your pipes and 
your pocketbook.

The cost to remove blockages
and clean up any sewage spills 

is a hefty cost to all of us.

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077979-987-6077

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

3:00 – 7:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfish 
Mondays

RAY BORCHERT | RAYBORCHERTPHOTOGRAPHY@GMAIL.COM

Tompkins senior guard Crystal Smith goes up for a shot during a game against Seven Lakes on Tuesday, Dec. 29, at Seven Lakes High.

of two district meetings, earning a 
53-42 win at Seven Lakes High.

Tompkins improved to 5-0 in 
19-6A, 10-3 overall, and is in sole 
possession of first place in the 
district. Seven Lakes fell to 3-1, 8-3 
overall.

“These kids have a mission to 
repeat, and when you’re playing a 
team that has a ‘0’ in the (district) 
loss column, you’ve got to win,” 
Ray said. “We don’t want any part 
of a co-champion. These girls want 
the district title outright, and we 
knew it’d come through this gym.”

The Falcons’ stingy defense—a 
chaotic assortment of zones, traps 
and any other necessary coverag-
es—was on full display as it worked 
tirelessly to contain Spartans star 
freshman forward Justice Carlton. 
The 6-foot-2 Carlton finished with 
14 points, 12 below her season av-
erage, and 13 rebounds and never 
quite got into a rhythm offensively.

Tompkins’ perimeter pressure, 
led by senior guard Crystal Smith, 
hounded Seven Lakes’ guards, 
making it difficult to enter the ball 
into Carlton. Whenever the ball did 
get to Carlton, she was surrounded 
by two or three Falcons.

“When you have a good post 
like that, you have to respect it,” said 
Smith, who had five steals to go 
with 12 points. “We had to try and 
limit her. She’s a great player. We 
had to work as hard as we could.”

Ray said the goal was to hold 
Carlton to 15 points. Her team did 
her one better.

“We didn’t want her to feel 
comfortable, and we felt like if we 
were touching her, whether it’s the 
front, back, or side, then she wasn’t 
going to be comfortable,” Ray said. 
“I thought our defense played 
good. We missed some backside 
rotations because of how we were 
having to play, front-loading the 
strong side, but nothing’s going to 
be perfect.”

Offensively, Tompkins had a 
standout underclassman of its own.

Sophomore forward Loghan 
Johnson was brilliant from the 
opening quarter, when she scored 
seven points to help the Falcons 
open an early 20-9 lead. Johnson 
was a matchup nightmare for 
the Spartans, versatile enough to 
handle the ball against pressure and 
hit open shots from the perimeter 
or go inside for tough buckets and 
rebounds.

Johnson had a game-high 23 
points to go with seven rebounds.

“Coming from last year, I’m 
more comfortable,” Johnson said. “I 
don’t need as much guidance as I 
did last year, and now I can be that 
person that can pick up my team 
and be more assertive.”

Another area where Tompkins 
outlasted Seven Lakes was its depth. 
Last season, the Falcons went 
seven players deep in their rotation. 
Against the Spartans, Ray received 
contributions from a plethora of 
players, and was even able to sit 
Smith and Johnson at the same 
time and not lose ground on the 
scoreboard.

The Falcons have more power 
in the post in senior Ashley Ngene 
(four points, nine rebounds) and ju-
nior Kennedy Bourque, and junior 
guard Brooklynn Nash played well 
in place of Smith when called upon. 
Sophomore forward Macy Spencer 
also played a crucial role, particu-
larly in the second quarter when 
she had three points and three 
rebounds to help push Tompkins’ 
halftime lead to 34-19.

“We’re more solid,” Ray said. 
“This year, we have more.”

Smith said the idea of repeating 
as district champs serves as fuel for 
the team. More tough games are 
ahead before the Falcons can get 
there, but they have earned an early 
edge in the 19-6A race.

“This win was very reassuring for 
us,” Johnson said. “We know where 
we stand in this district. Moving 
forward, we’ve got to continue 
being super confident finishing out 
district play.”

that gets along and we all 
cheer each other on. These 
guys just fight really hard for 
each other.”

Arnold returns as Tay-
lor’s go-to guy, one of the 
top scorers in the Greater 
Houston area for the second 
consecutive season. But he 
has more help around him, 
including Melchiorre, who 
has emerged as an invalu-
able contributor.

In the Mustangs’ 54-50 
win over Mayde Creek on 
Dec. 22, Melchiorre had 13 
points and seven rebounds. 
He finished well around the 
rim and attacked the glass.

But the youngster’s major 
influence has come off the 
court. Melchiorre’s enthusi-
asm and positivity have been 
infectious, coach Matthew 
Brayton said.

“Elijah has fit in really 
well,” Brayton said. “The guys 
embrace him because he’s 
the loudest guy on the court 
all the time. He’s the loudest 
one in practice, in games. In 
my 20 years of coaching, I 
can count on two hands the 
guys who are as loud as he is 
all the time. It’s amazing. Ev-
eryone just starts following.”

Brayton said, skill-wise, 
Melchiorre has a lot of room 
to improve. That’s expected 
of a player who was suiting 
up for the freshman ‘A’ team 
last season.

“But he competes,” Bray-

ton said. “He’s not afraid of 
this level. He’s got a chance 
to be pretty special.”

Melchiorre credited 
Arnold and the rest of his 
teammates for helping him 
become mentally tougher 
and find his way in the varsi-
ty game.

“Last season, I wasn’t 
very tough,” Melchiorre said. 
“Then, when I got into the 
offseason, those guys like 
Jake pushed me. I started to 
understand I had to take it 
up a notch. Credit to those 
guys, man, they pushed 
me to the limits. Now I’m 
tougher and I’m a lot more 
confident. I just can’t let my 
guard down.”

Arnold said Melchi-
orre brings a “fire” to the 
team that it didn’t have last 
season.

“I was raised to never 
slack, never settle,” said 
Melchiorre, who is averaging 
12.5 points per game in dis-
trict play. “Always work your 
hardest, no matter the situ-
ation. It doesn’t matter what 
I’ve got going on behind the 
scenes. When it’s game time, 
it’s game time.”

But perhaps the biggest 
difference in this year’s 
Mustangs, Brayton said, is 
in Arnold. Of course, the 6-3 
sniper is a natural scorer 
and skilled playmaker. But 
the Houston Baptist signee 
has taken a step forward as 
a leader.

Just as Arnold has aided 
Melchiorre’s cause, he has 
made sure to do that for all 
of his teammates. Brayton 

said Arnold focused on 
making everyone around 
him more confident during 
the offseason. That meant 
sacrificing open shots to 
pass off to another open 
teammate during scrimmag-
es or practice drills, not the 
easiest decision for someone 
Brayton calls the most com-
petitive payer he’s coached.

“He wants to do every-
thing he can to help this 
team,” Brayton said. “That’s 
his biggest growth, which is 
saying something because 
his game is pretty good 
and has improved so much 
since his sophomore year. 
But the way he leads this 
team, always talking to guys 
and making sure they’re 
watching video and staying 
focused, it’s impressive to 
see.”

Arnold working tirelessly 
to engage his teammates is 
paying off. Take the Mayde 
Creek game, for example. 
When Arnold sat most of the 
second half due to foul trou-
ble, senior guard Luke St. 
Julien and junior guard Brett 
Wakefield stepped up.

Wakefield, in particular, 
was exceptional, scoring 
seven points in a close game 
in the fourth quarter to keep 
Taylor afloat.

“It all starts in practice,” 
Wakefield said. “There’s 
times when Jake won’t be in 
certain drills and we know 
how to step in and play. 
When one guy goes down, 
we can’t give in. Everyone 
has to do something to step 
up.”

When the game re-
mained tight in the final 
minutes of the fourth 
quarter, Arnold was inserted 
back in. Down the stretch, 
whenever the Rams got 
within a bucket of the Mus-
tangs, Arnold responded. He 

scored six of his team-high 
18 points in the final two 
minutes, finishing off what 
Melchiorre and Wakefield 
helped start.

“It began in the begin-
ning with us, from offsea-
son to practices to games,” 

Melchiorre said. “We have 
what it takes. We have the 
skills, we have the leader-
ship in guys like Jake. All I 
know is we’re on the way. 
District champs, man. That’s 
the only thing on our minds 
right now.”
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without joint painwithout joint pain

KEEP
YOU 
MOVING

Schedule an appointment:
houstonmethodist.org/jointpain

832.522.8280

Live life without joint pain.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine at West, we 
know that joint pain affects every part of your life. With treatment 
plans customized for you, our specialists offer a full range of 
advanced nonsurgical and surgical techniques. Our expert joint 
care includes:

• Innovative pain control methods
• Physical therapy to improve mobility and range of motion
• The latest technology, including minimally invasive surgical 

techniques that help reduce recovery time

During the COVID-19 crisis, Houston Methodist has implemented 
additional safety precautions to ensure that we provide safe and 
effective care to our patients.

West Houston-Katy

if you put in the work and continue 
to get stronger and work on refining 
everything, the sky is the limit.’”

As a freshman, the right-hand-
ed Matthews had the tools, but he 
didn’t throw a lot of strikes. When 
he returned for his sophomore 
season, however, he had refined his 
mechanics and started attacking 
the strike zone consistently, enough 
to get the ball in big games for the 
Tigers’ varsity.

“He was never satisfied, and 
that’s what separates Caleb from a 
lot of kids,” Handlin said. “Kids get 
some success on the varsity level 
as a sophomore, and some feel like 
they’ve arrived. They think they 
made it. I never saw that once in 
Caleb. He’s continued to work. The 
one word I would use to describe 
him is ‘special.’”

Matthews has done nothing to 
dissuade Handlin’s high praise since. 
He is 11-1 over the last two seasons 

as a Tiger; his 9-1 record as a soph-
omore tied him for third in program 
history for most wins in a season.

“When (Katy coach Tom McPher-
son) gave me the nod for a varsity 
role as a sophomore, I grew even 
more confident,” Matthews said. 
“Earning the first-team all-district 
award really proved that I could 
compete with not just my age, but 
guys that were even two years older 
than me. That lit a new fire under me 
to continue to prove that and much 
more.”

Matthews, who plays the middle 
infield when he’s not pitching, went 
2-0 with a 1.02 earned-run average 
before COVID-19 abruptly canceled 
the 2020 high school baseball sea-
son. But he continued to work. His 
velocity jumped from 87 miles per 
hour to 92 during offseason training 
and he had a stellar fall season for 
Katy High with 30 strikeouts in 15 
innings.

His improved velocity, off-speed 
repertoire and penchant for strike-
outs earned Matthews a scholarship 
to play baseball at Rice. Matthews 
verbally committed to the Owls on 

Dec. 6, picking them over Harvard 
and the Naval Academy.

“It’s always been one of my dream 
schools,” Matthews said. “Getting the 
opportunity to talk to those coaches 
(head coach Matt Bragga and 
assistant coach Cory Barton) and 
being offered a two-way spot, I just 
jumped all over it. To compete in the 
highest level in the classroom and 
on the field? I couldn’t be happier.”

McPherson and Handlin know 
the Rice coaches well and gave 
them a heads-up on their star player 
during the summertime. Handlin’s 
relationship with Bragga goes back 
to when Handlin played at Murray 
State and Bragga coached at Tennes-
see Tech. The two schools are Ohio 
Valley Conference rivals.

“Aside from baseball, Caleb, as 
a young man, is a first-class human 
being,” Handlin said. “His parents 
have done a phenomenal job raising 
him and steering him on the right 
path of being a really good, faith-
built young man. It’s very easy to 
sell a program on a young man like 
Caleb.”

Matthews started training at 

Performance Edge Houston in July 
all the way into the late fall. It was 
there he was showed how to feel and 
use his body and how to understand 
how it works.

“In the blink of an eye, I saw con-
sistent jumps in my velocity while 
maintaining my arm health,” Mat-
thews said. “I’ve always had a pretty 
fast-twitch arm, but I’m getting into 
my legs more, and it’s mixing and 
blending together.”

There was hardly any change in 
mechanics and motion. But Mat-
thews’s “glute load” and hip torque 
were different.

Once Matthews started con-
sistently throwing in the mid-90s 
during fall competition, more 
colleges started taking more of an 
interest.

“My mechanics don’t look 
much different, but it’s what I feel,” 
Matthews said. “It can’t be seen. 
It’s what I feel in weight shifts and 
movements.”

The curveball is Matthews’s 
money pitch, but he has worked 
diligently to develop a slider and 
changeup that are just as dangerous. 

His fastball that tops out at 92 miles 
per hour with mesmerizing move-
ment is an effective complement to 
his off-speed stuff.

“There’s nobody I’ve coached 
or watched that has had an electric 
breaking ball like he has,” Handlin 
said. “He’s got a pure explosive-
ness and nastiness to his breaking 
pitches.”

As excited as he is to accomplish 
his dream of playing the game he 
loves at an elite academic institution, 
Matthews is not looking past his 
senior season.

Before last season was canceled, 
Katy was on a roll with a 12-3-2 
record. Fortunately, a lot of players 
return from that junior-heavy club.

“I was super excited about last 
season,” Matthews said. “We felt 
we were going to make a run and 
make people remember the 2020 
Katy Tigers. Getting cut short was 
heartbreaking. This year, everyone 
has a fire lit in them. Instead of the 
2020 Tigers, people will remember 
the 2021 Tigers. Everyone’s super 
pumped and wants to prove what we 
can do.”
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