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By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

K aty City Council revisited the issue of placing a fence 
around the city’s old water tower located in the Katy 
Downtown Plaza just east of City Hall at their regular 

meeting Monday. Mayor Bill Hastings also read a declaration 
recognizing several police officers, EMS crews and firefighters 
for their dedication to duty during the COVID-19 pandemic 
prior to the fencing project’s approval.

Fencing 
Kayce Reina, the city’s director of Tourism, Marketing & 

Public relations, provided two options for fencing around the 
city’s old water tower during the meeting. Both options involved 
chain link fencing with green links. One proposal came in at 
about $7,000 and would have had green plastic or fiber slats go-
ing through the links to make the fence opaque while the other 
cost about $10,400 and had a material similar to a faux-pine 
needle garland running between the links 
for that same purpose.

Reina said a wood fence was 
not an option at this time 

because the materials needed were unavailable and as a result 
fencing contractors were unable to provide her with a quote. 

“Newsweek” reported in late August that a nationwide wood 
shortage is the result of lumber producers in the U.S. and Can-
ada slowing operations due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
shortage was a combination of producers predicting a shortage 
of demand due to various levels of lockdowns across North 
America and the situation has also led to price fluctuations for 
lumber, the report said. 

Council opted for the more expensive option in order to 
ensure the plaza presented well for city events such as the Katy 
Rice Festival and various markets held throughout the year. Re-
ina said the fencing project would be temporary in nature and 
would be removed once the city was able to move forward with 
the installation of an outdoor museum beneath the water tower.

City Administrator Byron Hebert said he was unsure exactly 
when the project would move forward because it relies on 
funding from Hotel Occupancy Taxes and HOT fund revenues 
had been reduced due to the pandemic. However, he said the 

hotel industry is projected to be back on track by 2022 or 
2023, well before the projected lifespan of the 

fencing would be met. 

Katy approves fencing project

R. HANS MILLER

A fencing project was 
authorized to close off the 
area underneath of Katy’s 

old water tower in the plaza 
just east of City Hall. The 

area beneath the tower will 
eventually be an outdoor 
heritage museum for the 
city, but in the meantime 
needs to be fenced off for 

safety purposes.

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

In a unanimous decision the 
members of Brookshire City 
Council approved the mayor’s 
proposed budget for the 2020-21 
fiscal year at their Monday meet-
ing. The new budget anticipates 
an increase of about $223,000 
from last year’s budget of which 
about $39,000 is revenue from 
new property added to the tax 
rolls this year. 

The roughly $4.98 million 
budget’s two highest-dollar 
expenditure line items were set 
to cover the Brookshire Police 
Department at about $2.2 million 
and the Public Works Depart-
ment at about $1.4 million. 

Under the Brookshire PD 
portion of the budget, about $1.3 
million is reserved for salaries 
with the remainder being day-
to-day operational expenses and 
employee benefits. 

On the revenue side for the 
city’s General Fund, the city 
anticipates property taxes to 
be its largest source of revenue 
at $2.26 million. That sum is 
followed by two sales tax line 
items at $904,000 and $450,000 
respectively. Franchise payments 
are expected to generate $225,000 
for the city and building permits 
revenues come in at $250,000. 

Municipal court fines are 
anticipated to bring in about 
$210,000, according to the budget 

R. HANS MILLER

The city of Brookshire’s budget for 2020-21 
includes about $1.4 million in Public Works 
funding to maintain roads and other general 
infrastructure in the city. 

Brookshire 
passes  
city  
budget

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy VFW Post 9182 held a service honoring those that died 
Sept. 11, 2001 or as a result of actions seeking justice for the attacks 
of that day since then. The event included local elected officials and 
a keynote speech from Representative Pete Olson, R-Texas, honor-
ing those that died that day and noting that those who experienced 
nine-eleven would remember where they were when they heard 
about the attacks. 

“I was in Washington, D.C. working for Senator Bill Graham,” 
Olson said. “As I passed the Pentagon at about 8:20 in the morning, 
my wife called me up on the phone and said, ‘A plane has hit a Twin 
Tower in New York City.’”

Olson went on to say he later found out that another plane had 
struck the second tower, another had crashed into the Pentagon 
and a fourth plane had been commandeered by terrorists but the 
passengers had intervened to prevent that aircraft from striking its 
target, instead crashing in a Pennsylvania field. 

Olson said his experience around airplanes led him to believe 
the first plane was an accident, but after seeing footage of the sec-
ond aircraft hit the other tower, he realized the intent. 

“And that’s when I knew … as y’all knew – our country is at war,” 
Olson said. 

Olson spoke of the heroes of that day including the first  

R. HANS MILLER

Representative Pete Olson was the keynote speaker at the memorial service held by Katy 
VFW Post 9182. In his commentary, Olson said every American would remember where they 
were when the United States was attacked by terrorists Sept. 11, 2001 and should make it a 
point to honor those that died that day as was done at the memorial.

Katy VFW Post 9182 
holds 9-11 ceremony

See CEREMONY, page 5

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Waller County Commissioners heard a proposal for a partnership for 
vocational skills, from True Believers Church out of Prairie View, lifted 
the county’s burn ban and discussed improvements to Woods Road at Its 
Sept. 9 meeting. 

The court heard from Pastor Thadeous Singleton of The True Believers 
Church located at 21131 Pine Island Road in Prairie View. Singleton de-
scribed a program the church has offered a program in partnership with 
Golden Triangle Empowerment Center to help those who have served 
prison time remain, or who may be at risk, out of jail and find the voca-
tional skills they need. The program also has the capability of partnering 
with local schools to establish vocational education improvements. The 
program includes about 150 courses to provide job skills and mentorship 
to prevent a return to the cycle some people with criminal records can 
find themselves in, Singleton said.

“Our goal is to reduce the likelihood of people getting caught up in 
recidivism (and) going back to prison by giving them life skills (and) the 
ability to resolve conflict through mentorship,” Singleton said.

The church has a roughly 10,000 square foot facility to host the pro-
gram, Singleton said.

Commissioners did not formalize support for the program; however, 
court members voiced general support for the program’s success and 
Commissioner Justin Beckendorff recommended the church reach out 
to county staff who help coordinate similar programs and focus on early 
intervention.

“I think there’s a huge demand for people with those vocational skills 
like plumbers and electricians,” Beckendorff said. “You don’t have to go to 
a  four-year institution and have $100,000 in student loans to get (ahead). 
Master electricians or a plumber, you know, they’re making almost 
$100,000 a year.”

County Judge Trey Duhon said he was excited to have Singleton and 

R. HANS MILLER

Waller County Commissioners approved an engineering agreement for improvements to 
Woods Road and heard from community members about a program to reduce recidivism into 
the justice system. The improvements to Woods Road are just one of several initiatives the 
commissioners court has approved for upgrading infrastructure within the county.

Waller County considers 
nonprofit partnership

See PROJECT, page 5

See PARTNERSHIP, page 5
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To 
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each 
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided 
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have you 
hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and put your sudoku 
savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This Week’s Puzzle Sponsored byThis Week’s Puzzle Sponsored by

P.O. Box 678,  Katy, TX  77492-0678

979-885-3562

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Greasy powder (abbr.)
 5. Rural Free Delivery (abbr.)
 8. Amount of time
11. Greeting
13. Form of “to be”
14. Israeli diplomat
15. Outfit
16. The 13th letter of the Hebrew
      alphabet
17. Deceptive movement
18. Anxious
20. Popular Letterman guest
21. Saints’ signal caller
22. Intoxicate
25. Relationship
30. Ask for one’s hand in
      marriage
31. Popular Will Ferrell film
32. Gargle
33. Warning sensation before
      migraine
38. Returned material
      authorization (abbr.)
41. Erases
43. At ease
45. Small branch of an artery
48. Mother of Hermes
49. Body part
50. Cavalry sword
55. Wellness chants
56. Helps little firms
57. Afflicted
59. Peep
60. Nellie __, journalist
61. Spiritual leader
62. Doctor of Education
63. Affirmative
64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
 1. Popular kids’ game
 2. Away from wind
 3. Round water pot

 4. Drink quickly
 5. A simple type of jet engine
 6. Something for nothing
 7. Painkiller
 8. Siskel’s pal
 9. Strong spirit distilled in
      Turkey
10. Again
12. Imitate
14. Icelandic poems
19. Jacob __, American
      journalist
23. No (Scottish)
24. Newborn
25. Credit term
26. Nonprofit research group
      in CA
27. Male offspring
28. Important baseball stat
29. A way to compel

34. Fiddler crab
35. Jewish equivalent of “Sir”
36. Every
37. Midway between east and
      southeast
39. Anti-slavery treaty
40. A friendly manner
41. Military figure (abbr.)
42. Area units
44. Sudden incursions
45. Expressed pleasure
46. Covered with hoarfrost
47. Job
48. Donkey
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Light dry-gap bridge (abbr.)
58. Criticize

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy residents looking for a 
way to support local high school 
athletes are set to hold what 
they’re calling the Katy Tiger Spir-
it Train. The event is an informal 
parade of sorts set to leave at 5 
p.m. this Sunday, Sept. 20 from 
the Cane Island Amenity Center 
(starred in the route photo above), 
organizers said. 

From the starting point, the 
route will take celebrants north to 
Franz Road, then along Avenue D 
and then eastbound onto Morton 
Road. Once the procession gets 
rolling down Katy Hockley Cut Off 
Road, it will travel south past Katy 
Junior High and onto Katyland 
Drive. The along East Fifth Street 
to East Avenue, then west on First 
Street and north on Cane Island 
Parkway to its starting point. 

Participants are welcome to 
wear their Katy Tiger spirit appar-
el and can buy some at the Cane 
Island amenity Center from 5-8 
p.m. organizers said. 

Vehicles are welcome but 
walkers are not allowed. Katy 
Police and Fire departments will 
be escorting the procession for 
safety. 

GOOGLE MAPS/THE KATY TRAIN

Katy Tigers fans will hold an informal parade 
starting at Cane Island, moving north around 
the city and passing by Aristoi Classical 
Academy on Morton Road, then past Katy 
Junior High and then bumping over to First 
Street in downtown before returning to Cane 
Island.

Spirit Train  
set to  
motivate 
residents

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

Rocco Ramos, a 17-year-old drumming 
student at School of Rock Katy and senior at 
Seven Lakes High School was one of just two 
students nationally from the music school 
chosen to participate in the Modern Drum-
mer Festival this year. The festival was virtual 
this year, but Ramos said he really enjoyed the 
experience and being able to share his love of 
music through a drum solo inspired by Neil 
Peart of the band Rush.

“As soon as (the organizers) contacted me 
and they wanted me to play an original solo, 
I pretty much immediately started working 
on it. I was listening to a lot of Rush and I was 
trying to incorporate what I was about to play 
and make it sound inspired like Neal Peart,” 
Ramos said. “I was trying to aim for the feel of 
it and as soon as I got the solo down, I went 
over to School of Rock Katy and recorded my 
solo there and sent it over.”

Ramos said he found out about the event, 
sponsored by “Modern Drummer” magazine 
and LiveXLive about a week before it was 
scheduled to go on. Once he heard he’d been 
chosen, he knuckled down and began practic-
ing and refining his solo pieces to make sure 
they not only did his school credit but hon-
ored Peart in the process. Preparation took 
days and once he got it down, he was able to 
hit a local recording studio to record the video 
that would be included in the virtual drum-
ming festival. 

Peart is just one of Ramos’ influences as 
a musician. He also admires a surprisingly 
wide group of percussionists from alternative 
heavy metal band Slipknot’s Joey Jordison to 
grunge legend Dave Grohl of Nirvana and Foo 
Fighters fame and classic metal drummist 
John Henry Bonham of Led Zeppelin, he said. 

Ramos said the thing that drew him to mu-
sic after being a casual listener when he was 
joining classes at School of Rock’s location in 
the Chicago suburb of Elmhurst a few years 
ago. Since then, music has opened his world 
up and given him focus not just for what he 
enjoys doing now, but for his future career 
goals. He’s met a lot of friends and has been 
able to network through his drumming which 
has allowed him to also attend the School of 
Rock All Stars Tour – including an opportuni-
ty to play at Lollapalooza, a world-renowned 
music festival near Chicago.

“I’m a senior right now and I’m applying 
for college (to) continue to pursue music. (I’m 
considering being an) audio engineer and 
music production,” Ramos said. “Overall, mu-
sic has shaped my entire life because I started 
very young. It’s who I am and I’m pursuing 
it into the future so it will always be a part of 
my life.”

Ramos is already working to ensure his 
music career takes off on the right foot. De-
spite moving to Katy from the Chicago area, 
Ramos is still in his band from the Chicago 
area, Red Tape. The band features himself 
and his guitarist Jackson Nehls. The band just 
released a single, “Gray Man” which features 
both musicians in a song that somehow 
manages to clearly incorporate the disparate 

musical influences Ramos said inspired him. 
Ramos said that, in addition to the inspi-

ration inspired by various drummers, he also 
learned a great deal of respect for the drums 
for the role they play in music in general. 
Percussionists keep time, and pull the work of 
the rest of the band together, he said. 

“I really liked the idea (of playing drums) 
because the drums are the driving force of 
every band,” Ramos said. “It keeps every-

thing else steady and I really liked the idea of 
pounding away. It’s more physical and a lot 
more fun, I feel like and that’s what originally 
drew me to it.”

Ramos said that, regardless of the instru-
ment, he loves how music brings people 
together, even during a pandemic that brings 
music festivals into a virtual world.

“What I especially love about music is that 
it connects a lot of people, whether you go 
to a gig or a venue – every time you play you 
meet more people. Through that, you meet 
more people and get more opportunities. You 
have so many cool experiences that you can 
put in your back pocket, and it helps you grow 
– not only as a musician but as a person.”

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY ROCCO RAMOS

Ramos performs with Red Tape bandmate Jackson Nehls at a gig before the COVID-19 pandemic. The band released a new EP 
entitled “Gray Man” in May that Ramos said he is very proud of. Both members of the group perform vocals.

Ramos participates in drum festival

Rocco Ramos performs at a School of Rock Elmhurst event. 
Ramos draws his inspiration as a musician from alternative 
music, classic rock and nu metal.

Ramos said he enjoys the physicality of playing the drums and 
the way the drums provide a foundation for the rhythm of 
every song a band plays.
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Willow Fork Drainage District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax rate 
for the tax year 2020 on September 28, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. via teleconference to dial 
in call 1-877-366-1831, access code: 1721562. Your individual taxes may increase at a 
greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and 
on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable 
value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation 
to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of 
the tax burden among all property owners.

FOR the proposal: Vice President, Dan Smith
 Assistant Vice President, Wendy Duncan
 Secretary, John Poulter
 Assistant Secretary, Joseph Robinson

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.185000 $0.185000
 Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value  $0.000000

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-)  0.00%

Average residence homestead
    appraised value  $329,775    $333,811

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $0    $0       

Average residence homestead
    taxable value  $329,775    $333,811

Tax on average residence homestead $  610.08    $  617.55

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)  $   7.47
    and percentage of increase (+/-)  1.22%
 
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Interstate Municipal Utility District will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax 
rate for the tax year 2020 on Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. by teleconference
at 1-877-336-1831, Access Code: 1721562. Your individual taxes may increase at a 
greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is adopted and 
on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in taxable 
value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation 
to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of 
the tax burden among all property owners.

FOR the proposal: James Kennedy, Barry Kaplan,
 James P. (“Rick”) Ellis, Michelle Shen

AGAINST the proposal: 

PRESENT and not voting: 

ABSENT: 

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.39000 /$100 $0.39000 /$100
 Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.00000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-) 0.00%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value  $169,629.00    $171,861.00

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $33,926.00    $34,372.00

Average residence homestead
    taxable value  $135,703.00    $137,489.00

Tax on average residence homestead $529.24    $536.21

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) $6.97
    and percentage of increase (+/-) 1.32%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 
281-482-0216.

By R. HANS MILLER
NEWS EDITOR

The Congressional District 22 seat is up for grabs after 
incumbent Republican Representative for the district, Pete 
Olson, announced last year that he would not be seeking 
reelection in 2020. 

Three candidates are vying for the position this fall 
after the primaries came to a close earlier this year. Sri 
Preston Kulkarni is running on the Democratic ticket while 
Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy Nehls is running on the 
Republican side of the aisle. Libertarian Joe LeBlanc, Jr. 
will be running for his party. 

Each of the candidates was provided the same 
questions as his opponents with the same amount of time 
and word count restrictions to answer each question. 
Their responses are below and have been lightly edited 
to remove simple typos and for clarity. Each candidate 
submitted their responses on or before the deadline 
provided to them.

Responses are listed in alphabetical order by 
candidate’s last name.

Relations between the Black community  
and law enforcement are strained right  
now. What can Congress do to help  
ease that strain and rebuild trust? 

Kulkarni: The African American community has made 
it clear that they are in pain, and we need to listen to them.

Our policing system is broken for many people and 
ignoring our problems will only continue to cause 
suffering and division in our community.

We need to reform our policing system to ensure that 
everyone in our community feels safe. The solution isn’t 
to defund the police or demonize hard working members 
of law enforcement, but to enact common sense reforms 
that will restore trust in our law enforcement and ensure 
justice. These include mandatory body cameras, banning 
chokeholds, and increased de-escalation training.

Additionally, while recognizing the vast majority of 
law enforcement officers are applying the law correctly 
and fairly, it’s also fair to ask for greater transparency 
within policing so that officers who are repeatedly cited for 
misconduct like improper arrests, destroying evidence and 
disobeying orders are accountable for their actions.

The goal of any of these initiatives needs to be focused 
on restoring trust and improving our citizens’ lives. 
Police need to know the communities they serve, and the 
communities need to be able to trust those protecting and 
serving them. That makes everyone safer.

LeBlanc: Firstly, we need to admit that the handling 
of poor policing has been lackluster. Officers who have 
abused their position as peacekeepers need to be held 
accountable. We need to reevaluate qualified immunity. 
Secondly, we need to assess our Criminal Justice system 
and how it favors punishment over rehabilitation. This 
goes hand in hand with decriminalizing Cannabis which 
will help curb the black-market trade that infiltrates our 
society and keep nonviolent offenders from filling the 
system making it difficult for their return to society.

Nehls: Congress needs to stop making the issue 

partisan. Law enforcement in this country can always do 
better, but the partisan attacks calling for abolishment 
and defunding of law enforcement is uncalled for and 
dangerous. I often say if Washington wants to learn how 
communities and law enforcement get along, come down 
to Fort Bend County. I truly believe we’re the model for the 
rest of the country. 

As Sheriff, I require all our deputies to take increased 
de-escalation training well above state requirements 

and we’ve seen results. In 2019, the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office made over 23,000 traffic stops and there 
was not one case of bodily injury to the violator or officer. 
I’ve also taken steps to establish a specialized unit at the 
Fort Bend Sheriff’s Office that responds to mental health 
situations. In Fort Bend County, our Sheriff’s Office has 
great relationships with every community regardless of 

GOOGLE

Congressional District 22 covers a large part of Greater Houston and beyond with most of Fort Bend County - including the Cinco Ranch portion of the Katy area. It also 
encompasses Pearland and League City.

Congressional District 22 candidates discuss issues

We need to reform our policing system to ensure that  
everyone in our community feels safe. The solution isn’t  

to defund the police or demonize hard working members  
of law enforcement, but to enact common sense reforms  
that will restore trust in our law enforcement and ensure  
justice. These include mandatory body cameras, banning 

chokeholds, and increased de-escalation training.
— SRI PRESTON KULKARNI
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B aseball fans will be a 
long-time mourning 
Tom Seaver’s passing. 

“Tom Terrific” was an icon like 
Willie Mays, Mickey Mantle 
and Ted Williams who, for 
those who watched them play, 
will forever treasure the expe-
rience.

Baseball analyst Bill James 
argues that Seaver ranks among 
baseball’s best-ever pitchers, 
equal to or better than Walter 
Johnson, Christy Mathewson 
or Bob Feller. More import-
ant when lamenting Seaver’s 
death, however, is to remem-
ber his character. When the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame 
announced Seaver’s death, it 
referred to his dignity, sports-
manship, integrity and wisdom, 
qualities too-infrequently 
found in famous athletes.

Since Seaver’s stellar 1969 
season when he led the “Mir-
acle Mets” to a World Series 
victory, baseball has under-
gone transformative changes: 
three more expansion rounds, 
divisional realignment, radi-
cally altered on-the-field game 
execution philosophy, foolish 
rule changes and several added 
layers of post-season play.

One of the most dramatic 
shifts is the demographic com-
position in the player rosters 
from mostly native-born Amer-
icans to roughly 30 percent 
foreign nationals. On Seaver’s 
1969 Mets, the 25-man roster 
was 100 percent U.S.-born, 
which included five Afri-
can-Americans. The 2020 Mets 
Opening Day roster includes 
nine foreign nationals, a mix 
of Cubans, Dominicans and 
Venezuelans, but no African 
Americans. In 2019, only 68 
African-American players ap-
peared on opening-day rosters, 
injured lists and restricted lists. 
During the same year, rosters 
listed 251 international players.

Fans wonder how, over a 
half century, foreign nationals 
displaced about 30 percent of 
American-born players. They 
question why such prestigious, 
generously paid jobs go, virtu-
ally by default, to international 
players.

Therein hangs a tale.
The short answer is the State 

Department’s willingness to 
issue a variety of nonimmigrant 
visas that enable international 
players to freely enter the U.S. 
The most commonly used is the 
P-1, which remains valid for the 
duration of players’ contracts, 
often for multiple years. Since 
2006, even minor league 
players are P-1 qualified; before 
2006, players received an H-2B 
visa, which meant they had to 
return home when the season 
ended. Unlike the H-2B, the 
P-1 has no numerical cap, so 
owners can no longer grouse 

about visa snafus that strand 
their international players.

The backstory is that MLB 
franchise owners, who preside 
over a $10.7 billion industry, 
have business models identical 
to Microsoft, Apple and AT&T: 
hire cheap labor, and maximize 
profits. Caribbean players are 
cheaper to sign – period! Dick 
Balderson, former Seattle Mar-
iners general manager, once 
said that in the impoverished 
Dominican Republic, even a 
modest signing bonus rep-
resents a small fortune. Team 
owners can sign 20 penurious 
Dominicans, also incentivized 
by the prospect of coming to 
the U.S. legally, for the same 
cost as four Americans.

To hone Dominicans’ skills, 
all 30 MLB franchises have 
development camps run by 
professional coaches and train-
ers. Owners scuttled plans to 
start similar camps in Venezu-
ela when the political climate 
became too unstable. Not a 
single similar MLB-maintained 
academy exists in the U.S.

Instead of inking foreign 
nationals, owners could choose 
from an abundance of solid 
domestic players. The annual 
College World Series puts their 
talents on display. Yet, wrote 
author Ryan McGee in his 
book, “The Road to Omaha,” for 
most college players, the CWS 
is the last organized baseball 
game they ever participate in.

Playing in the major league 
has to rate among the world’s 
best jobs. The starting, average 
and the highest salaries are, 
respectively, $565,000, $4.4 mil-
lion and Los Angeles Angels’ 
Center Fielder Mike Trout’s 
bank-busting $35.5 million, a 
one-year installment on his 
$426.5 million 12-year contract.

The international players are 
talented, and perhaps deserv-
ing of their place on an MLB 
roster. But, to repeat, playing 
MLB baseball is a job (although 
never considered such among 
its devotees).

Talented U.S. players should 
get priority for playing in the 
big leagues, and making the 
riches that follow.

Joe Guzzardi writes for 
the Washington, D.C.-based 
Progressives for Immigration 
Reform. A newspaper columnist 
for 30 years, Joe writes about 
immigration and related social 
issues. Contact him at jguz-
zardi@pfirdc.org.

Tom Seaver  
and baseball
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I f I’ve heard it once, I’ve heard 
it more times than my math 
skills will allow, “This school 

year is going to be like no other.”
No kidding! Don’t we spend 

every year wondering if our 
children are going to be attacked 
by gigantic murder hornets 
that are high from feasting on 
Chinese mystery seeds and using 
their enormous wings to waft 
a deadly virus up the students’ 
unsuspecting nostrils – left 
unprotected because we can’t 
afford to buy face coverings due 
to the national coin shortage?

Okay, so I’m exaggerating. 
Nobody uses coins anymore – 
other than to operate the claw 
machine at the entrance to 
Walmart. But those other worries 
are legit, especially the mystery 
seeds thing. What could be more 
terrifying than receiving a small 
packet of seeds in the mail? A 
teen auto insurance statement, 
maybe?

No, really, what we all are 
worried about is whether the 
school year will survive the 
COVID-19 pandemic. After 
carefully assessing the risks and 
rewards, my wife and I chose to 
send our three teenage daughters 
to in-person learning at our 
local school district – mainly 
because our pets and Wi-Fi router 
threatened to boycott us if we 
didn’t start leaving the house on 
a regular basis again. Also, our 
daughters desperately missed 
the excitement of dragging out of 
bed each morning to get ready, 
complaining about how tired they 
are and asking how long it is until 
their next holiday.

In an attempt at some 
normalcy, we even made our 
annual school-shopping trip to 

the mall this year. Well, actually 
several malls – because one mall 
simply doesn’t have enough 
stores with big-ticket clothing 
items and accessories that I’ll be 
paying for until I’m excavated by 
paleontologists.

Due to COVID-19 store 
capacity limits, I stood in line for 
half an hour with my eldest and 
most expensive daughter for the 
privilege of entering a Lululemon 
store for a pair of plain black 
leggings that cost more than my 
last electric bill. (And my mom 
thought my totally rad 1980’s 
threads from Chess King were 
expensive!) My middle daughter’s 
school supplies included enough 
designer bracelets, designer 
earrings and designer necklaces 
to match each pair of her designer 
jeans and designer tennis shoes. 
Luckily, my youngest daughter’s 
requirements were simpler. 
She just needed one oversized 
hoodie for each day of the week. 
Apparently, her fashion goal is 
to look like a Benedictine monk 
from the Middle Ages.

As usual, we had to place 
online orders with trendy outdoor 
sporting goods retailers for the 
girls’ backpacks, each large 
enough for an extended hiking 
expedition in the Himalayas. And 
I won’t even get into the matching 
water canisters and lunch totes. 
(Whatever happened to a brown 

paper sack and a can of Coke 
wrapped in tinfoil?)

The most obvious difference 
to this year’s back to school 
experience has been the face 
masks. Students at our daughters’ 
school are required to wear 
face masks at all times, except 
when eating, exercising, or when 
nobody’s looking. Face masks 
do offer at least one ancillary 
advantage for teachers – they 
aren’t able to smell their students. 
This is especially beneficial in the 
junior high setting. A consolation 
for students is that the mask can 
double as a sort of secret feed bag 
for snacks like Cheez-Its (or those 
mystery seeds their parents got in 
the mail).

Occasionally, students at my 
daughters’ school are allowed 
to socially distance outside for a 
brief mask break. This is the one 
time in the day when the students 
can escape their own Cheez-It 
breath, and the teachers can sit 
in their classrooms and scream 
bloody-murder in peace.

Seriously, though, I do want to 
thank all of the teachers out there 
on the front lines providing a 
quality education for our students 
in these difficult circumstances. 
Without them, I’d be reliving 
the horror of homeschooling 
my daughters like I did back in 
the Dark Ages of last spring. If 
that happens again, I might be 
tempted to eat some of those 
mystery seeds myself – if our pets 
don’t get to them first.

Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East Texas. 
His columns have been featured 
in Texas Escapes magazine, The 
Shreveport Times, The Longview 
News Journal, and The Kilgore 
News Herald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.

JOE  
GUZZARDI
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

Back to school… sort of

Dear Editor, 
It is with a saddened and 

appreciative heart that Christ 
Clinic announces the resignation 
of our Medical Director, Dr. Cindy 
Anthis. We are saddened to see 
her go and we are grateful for her 
continuously obedient heart while 
making such a difficult decision.  
We know that we are doing God’s 
work and look forward to seeing 
where this next path takes us.

In her 20 years of service to 
this amazing organization, the 
Board of Directors, staff and 
volunteers remain humbled by 
her generous spirit. She is an 
amazing person and her heart 
for this mission is inspiring.  She 
will be deeply missed, forever 
respected and forever welcome 
at Christ Clinic.  Her dedication 
has been invaluable and the 
difference she has made in 
patients’ lives is more than words 
can express. Please wish her 
happiness, health, and success on 
her path ahead! 

Following her departure, Dr. 
Rick Adams will be stepping in 
as the new volunteer Medical 
Director for Christ Clinic.  This 

change will not be without 
challenges but with trust in God’s 
plan, this healthcare ministry 
will emerge stronger because 
of it.  Christ Clinic ask that you 
pray and support this mission 
throughout this transition, praise 
Dr. Anthis for her courageous 
faith, and seize this opportunity 

to come together and continue to 
glorify Him with this work. 

Thank you to the staff and 
volunteers who make this 
healthcare ministry possible and a 
big THANK YOU to Dr. Anthis for 
her decades of service! 

Lara Hamilton
Christ Clinic Executive Director

JASE  
GRAVES
SPECIAL  
TO THE  
KATY TIMES

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Dr. Cindy Anthis examins a patient at Christ Clinic Katy. Anthis has worked within the Christ Clinic 
organization for about 20 years. 

Volume 108, Issue 37, Royal ISD Bond: The Royal ISD Bond package is a total of $37.3 million with Prop. A at 
$27.6 million, Prop. B at $5.67 million and Prop. C at $4 million per updated numbers received from the district.

CORRECTION
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Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125

Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com
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The fencing contract 
was awarded to Clements 
Fence.

First Responders 
Honored

The first responders 
were all recognized for 
responding to specific 
incidences on March 30, 
July 9, Aug. 14 and Aug. 16 
wherein they had to have 
direct contact with patients 
at increased risk to their 
personal health due to the 
pandemic. Including at 
least one instance wherein 
first responders had to 
administer CPR. 

Hastings and members 
of the council thanked the 
first responders for going 
above and beyond the call 
of duty to save the lives of 
city residents and ex-
pressed their appreciation 
for the city’s emergency 
teams, including dispatch 
personnel who they said 
made it possible for police, 
fire and EMS crews to 
respond emergencies. 

“Through the expe-
ditious and profession-
al actions of our first 
responders, several lives 
were saved,” Hastings said 
in his declaration honoring 
the first responders. “We 
commend our dispatchers 
for their prompt response 
to all calls and the forward-
ing of those calls to the 
necessary personnel. We 
commend all of our first 

responders for their team-
work and applaud them for 
working closely together 
and always being available 
to back each other up.”

Other items
City Council also ap-

proved the following items 
at the meeting: 

• A sludge and landfill 
disposal contract to K3 
Resources, LP out of 
Brookshire with a value of 
about $201,000. 

• Authorization for 
Harris-Waller Counties 
Municipal Utility District 
No. 3 to issue bonds in 
the amount of up to $6.35 
million. This type of bond 
authorization is a formality 
when the city’s boundaries 
overlap that of a MUD.

• An agreement for 
to set ups dispatching 
software for 911 dispatch-
ing associated with EMS 
situations. 

• A contract for a web-
based employee sched-
uling service for the Katy 
Police Department. 

• A contract with Equa-
ture Interactive Response 
for recording Katy Police 
Department calls and 
radio communications 
associated with the 911 
dispatching center. 

The next Katy City 
Council meeting is a Sept. 
23 public hearing on the 
city’s proposed property 
tax rate of $0.447168 per 
$100 valuation for 2020 
which will be due in early 
2021. The city’s 2019 tax 
rate was $0.480000 per 
$100 valuation. 

document posted to the city’s website. 
Salaries for the court are expected to 
run at about $193,000.

Garbage fees come in at about 
$200,000 total for the year with a new 
agreement in the works with Republic 
Services. 

“The citizens pay the trash when they 
pay the water the bill, the water district 
writes the city a check, and the city 
writes Republic a check,” Alderwoman 
Kim Branch said.

Heavy trash will be hauled every 
week as a part of the new agreement 
with Republic, Alderwoman Branch 
said.

Some carry-over from last year’s 
funds is expected to bolster the budget 
as well at $200,000, according to the 
posted budget document. 

Other general fund revenue line 
items come in at $75,000 or less and 
include miscellaneous items like delin-
quent taxes, abandoned vehicle revenue 
and health permits. 

Expenditures by department 
include about $40,000 for the mayor’s 
office, roughly $823,000 for depart-
mental expenditures which includes 
about $292,000 for employee salaries. 
The remainder of the $823,000 goes for 
operational expenses such as utilities, 
legal expenses and employee benefits. 

Under the public works department, 
capital outlay for streets comes in at 
$357,000. Council has been examin-
ing several projects to repair streets 
over the last few months and recently 
directed the city attorney to examine 
an agreement with Waller County to 
determine how expenses for street 
maintenance are shared between the 
two municipalities in regards to certain 
shared-responsibility roadways.

The city also expects to receive 
about $219,000 in its Hotel-Motel Fund. 
This fund is made up of about $200,000 
in hotel occupancy tax revenues, 
$14,000 for convention center rentals 
with the rest coming from festival booth 
rentals, interest on invested HOT funds 
and festival concessions. Funding from 
this budget must be used to attract 
tourism or similar activity to the city.

The Brookshire Economic Develop-
ment Corporation has its own budget at 
about $714,000 according to the posted 
budget document. Revenues for the 
Brookshire EDC are mostly generated 
through sales tax and expenditures 
include staffing, various professional 
services and $110,000 for a city parks 
project that is not specified in the 
document.  

Brookshire City Council has not 
yet formally set the property tax rate, 
though a hearing on the proposed 
property tax rate for the city of $0.64000 
per $100 valuation of taxed property. 
The hearing will be held Thursday, 
Sept. 17 at 5 p.m. as part of the city 
council’s regular meeting. Community 
members may visit city offices at 4029 
5th Street, Brookshire to provide their 
comments or dial into the meeting 
which is hosted through Zoom. To dial 
in by phone, community members 
must call 346-248-7799 and enter meet-
ing ID 969 3617 0066. For those logging 
in through the Zoom app, they may 
enter the meeting ID in that platform to 
log into the meeting and provide their 
comments. 

responders and ordinary citizens 
that rushed to help those who were 
in the Twin Towers at the time of the 
attack. Among them was Catholic priest 
Michael Judge who died trying to help 
others. 

He also mentioned Heather Penney, 
a retired major with the Washington 
D.C. Air National Guard who was 
ordered to intercept United Airlines 
flight 93 – the plane that eventually 
crashed into a Pennsylvania field. 
Penney, known by her call sign “Lucky” 
was sent out to essentially become a 

kamikaze, Olson said, because her flight 
crew had no time to load her F-16 with 
any armaments and her only option 
would have been to crash into the other 
plane to prevent it from doing damage. 
Fortunately, she was not forced to do so 
due to the intervention of the flight 93 
passengers, whom Olson described as 
heroes.

Olson said he was proud of the way 
Americans responded to the Sept. 11 
attacks.

“We saw ordinary Americans do 
extraordinary things. They became our 
heroes,” Olson said.

Other speakers included VFW Post 
9182 Commander Don Byrne and Katy 
Mayor Bill Hastings also said they would 

remember where they were that day. 
Each of the people that spoke made it 
a point to encourage those present to 
teach their children and grandchildren 
about the attacks and why Sept. 11 is 
referred to as Patriot Day and to honor 
those that lost their lives. 

“We remember, but there’s a lot of 
children and grandchildren that won’t 
remember, right,” Hastings said. “So 
I would to challenge all of you young 
folks – you sea cadets that are here and 
volunteer at every event – it will be up to 
y’all to keep this alive, because as we all 
know, somebody, somewhere along the 
line will try to erase this day in history 
just as they have so many other import-
ant things.” 

his associates present the program 
because improvements in the 
county aren’t just something that 
should be handed down from the 
government, but a collaborative 
effort between the government and 
the community. Duhon suggested 
Singleton speak with the Waller 
County District Attorney.

Commissioner Jeron Barnett 
said he had been speaking with 

Singleton about this program and 
similar options for some time as 
a way to bridge the gap between 
county government and the com-
munity. 

“I think that this is a way for us 
to work with the community (and) 
also show the community that, you 
know, your government cares more 
about you than just your tax base 
(and) your manufacturing role, but 
we also care about the core of what 
makes us all better and what makes 
us all better and what makes us all 
tick is our families,” Barnett said. 

Woods Road
Court also discussed a proposal 

for engineering services from EHRA, 
Inc., a Houston-based engineering 
firm, for designing improvements to 
Woods Road between Highway 90 
and I-10 near the Amazon distribu-
tion center just east of Brookshire. 

Waller County Engineer Yancy 
Scott said the project would involve 
adding turn lanes onto Woods Road 
that would allow the commercial 
vehicle traffic there to navigate the 
intersection more safely.

“There’s so much truck traffic 

and general traffic – you’ve got 
(trucks from) Amazon backed up 
onto US 90, … trying to get into the 
facility,” Scott said. 

Scott said the roadways in the 
area service not only Amazon traffic 
but also Goya and other plants 
existing or being built in the area. 

Woods Road itself would be 
expanded from a two-lane section 
of road to a four-lane roadway that 
would cost an estimated total of 
about $731,000, court members 
said. 

Commissioner Justin Becken-

dorff pointed out that traffic can 
sometimes be backed up from 
Brookshire to Woods Road along 
I-10 and that the project would help 
with that issue.

Associated with the improve-
ments to the roadways in the area 
was a discussion on the repair of 
railroad crossings by Union Pacific 
near Goya. 

The action to begin work on 
Woods Road was approved unani-
mously. However, the engineering 
will need to be completed prior to 
construction beginning. 
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By COLE McNANNA
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The Touchdown Club of Houston an-
nounced its annual preseason teams for the 
University Interscholastic League as well as 
private schools and seven Katy-area student 
athletes cracked the list; four on offense, two 
on defense and one in the private school 
ranks. 

The preseason teams honored 40 of the top 
public and private school players in the Hous-
ton area. Out of 24 players on the UIL list for 
offense, Katy players took up four spots, two at 
offensive line, one at quarterback and one at 
tight end, while two Katy defensive backs were 
among 16 defenders honored.

In the private school ranks, St. John XXIII 
quarterback Matt Jasek was the Katy represen-
tative on the preseason list and returns to lead 
the Lions in a new district of competition with 
plenty of confidence according to head coach 
Clay Richardson.

“It’s critical for us to have some success for 
him to continue feeling that way because if 
the guy who pulls the trigger feels good about 
himself, that helps everybody else in a big 
way,” Richardson said.

Katy Taylor linemen Bryce Foster and 
Hayden Conner return from the state semi-
finalist team from a year ago to anchor the 
Mustangs’ offensive line and were two of five 
offensive linemen honored by the Touchdown 
Club of Houston.

FILE PHOTO BY COLE MCNANNA

St. John XXIII quarterback Matt Jasek was the Katy representative on the private school preseason team recently 
announced by the Touchdown Club of Houston. Seven public-school student athletes from the Katy area were also 
honored. Pictured is Jasek running the ball in a non-district game against the Brazos Cougars in Wallis on Sept. 21, 2019.

Footballers honored by TD Club of Houston
KATY-AREA PLAYERS ON 

TD CLUB OF HOUSTON 
PRESEASON LIST

OFFENSE
Jalen Milroe / Tompkins; Hayden 

Conner / Katy Taylor; Bryce Foster / 
Katy Taylor; Fernando Garza / Katy

DEFENSE
Hunter Washington / Katy; Trevor 

Woods / Katy Taylor

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Matt Jasek / St. John XXIII

See HONORED, page 7

By COLE McNANNA
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The Houston Astros managed just two 
wins in its 11-game road trip to the west 
coast last week but still sat in second place 
in the American League West by 2.5 games 
entering this week of play with 13 games 
remaining in the regular season.

The Astros returned home, where they 
have one of the best home records in base-
ball, to begin a three-game series with the 
Texas Rangers at the beginning of this week 
and will battle the Arizona Diamondbacks 
over the weekend. Houston will then travel 
to Seattle to face the Mariners team that sits 
in third place in the west and just outside 
the playoff picture.

Despite owning the fifth-best home 
record (16-6) in the Majors this season, 
the Astros fell to 7-18 on the road which 
is third-worst behind only Pittsburgh and 
Arizona. Houston will finish with four more 
away games due to postponements and 

rescheduling, playing 32 away and 28 home 
games.

Most recently, the Astros split a two-game 
set with the Los Angeles Dodgers in a re-
match of the 2017 World Series that lasted all 
seven games. Earlier this season, the teams 
met in Houston and the visiting Dodgers took 
both games and now own the season series 
three games to one.

The Astros would have been swept again 
had it not been for a five-run top of the ninth 
inning in the first game of the series off Los 
Angeles reliever Kenley Jansen. Scoring 
hits were made by Josh Reddick (two-RBI 
double), Martin Maldonado (one-RBI single), 
George Springer (one-RBI fielder’s choice), 
Alex Bregman (go-ahead, one-RBI single) 
and Yuli Gurriel (RBI sacrifice fly) to turn a 
5-2 deficit into a 7-5 win.

Springer has been a bright spot in the 
lineup, boasting a .333 average over his last 
12 games with two doubles, a triple and four JOE SOUTHERN

George Springer has been a bright spot in the lineup with a .333 batting average over his last 12 games featuring four home 
runs and seven RBI. Pictured is a home run swing against the Seattle Mariners in a 7-2 win at Minute Maid Park on July 25.

Astros manage two wins in 11-game road trip to west coast

See ASTROS, page 7

By JOE SOUTHERN 
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The Houston Texans picked up where they left off last season by 
giving up an early lead and then getting routed by the Kansas City Chiefs 
at Arrowhead Stadium.

The eventual Super Bowl champions ended the Texans’ playoff run 
last season in an embarrassing rout and then crushed them 34-20 to 
open the 2020 season last Thursday night.

“There’s a lot to fix,” head coach Bill O’Brien said after the game. 
“It’s only one game. We have to improve pretty quickly. But it’s only one 
game. We have to get back to work pretty soon and fix these things.”

The Texans took a 7-0 lead in the first quarter as David Johnson 
scored the first touchdown of the NFL season on a 19-yard run. The 
Chiefs then rattled off 31 unanswered points before the Texans picked 
up a pair of fourth-quarter touchdowns to close the gap at the end. 

The loss to the Chiefs wasn’t as bad as the divisional round playoff 
game last January when the Texans opened up a 24-0 lead, only to go 
into halftime down 28-24 and then ultimately lose 51-31, but the shift in 
momentum and the tone of the games were very similar.

This time around, Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes hit 24 of 32 
passing attempts for 211 yards and three touchdowns for a 123.3 quar-

Chiefs crush Texans 
to start 2020 season

PHOTO COURTESY THE HOUSTON TEXANS

Houston Texans running back David Johnson (31) scores the first touchdown of the NFL season 
Thursday night at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City. The Chiefs bounced back with 31 points 
before the Texans crossed the goal line again.

See TEXANS, page 7

By SAMI SPARBER
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

On game days in Austin, Jon and Julie 
Amberg perch in a shaded courtyard with a 
perfect view of Bevo Boulevard, the hours-long 
street party that invites thousands of Texas 
Longhorn fans to dance, drink and celebrate 
the team’s mascot, a live steer named Bevo, as 
he arrives at the stadium.

This year, the Ambergs, season ticket 
holders for more than a decade, were among 

a handful of people quietly milling outside 
Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium as 
handlers escorted Bevo from his trailer a few 
hours before kickoff – without any fanfare.

“It’s like walking into a ghost town,” Julie 
Amberg said from behind a burnt orange 
mask.

On Saturday, the University of Texas at 
Austin took the field against the University of 
Texas-El Paso in front of just over 15,000 fans, 

Under tight restrictions, college football returns

Walking into a ghost town

JORDAN VONDERHAAR FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium roughly 20 minutes before kickoff on Sept. 12, 2020.

See FOOTBALL, page 7
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• Implants
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• Endodontics
• Orthodontics/Invisalign
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HALLOWEEN SPECIAL
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FREE EXAM AND 
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A value of $287.00

Call for details!
New patients only.   Expires 10/31/2020
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entertained, the Katy Times has you covered!

Subscribe today and get the newspaper delivered to your mailbox each Thursday, packed full of news about YOUR community.

Sign Up & Save
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JOE SOUTHERN

George Springer fouls off a ball during a game Sept. 3 against the Texas Rangers at 
Minute Maid Park. Springer has been a bright spot in the lineup with a .333 batting 
average over his last 12 games featuring four home runs and seven RBI.

home runs, seven RBI and 
an OPS of 1.039. Maldonado 
has kept up the heat behind 
the plate with his 20 RBI 
registering third among 
American League catchers, 
21 walks leading the club 
and a .366 on-base percent-
age ranking second among 
Houston regulars.

Bregman recently re-
turned to the starting lineup 
after missing 17 games with 
hamstring discomfort and 
collected a hit in each of the 
last two games.

On the mound, Zack 
Greinke and Framber Valdez 

are tied for the team lead 
with 57.1 innings pitched 
between Greinke’s 10 starts 
and Valdez’s eight starts 
and one relief appearance. 
Behind them is rookie Chris-
tian Javier with 44.2 innings 
pitched over eight starts and 
two relief appearances with 
an ERA of 3.22 which is the 
lowest among Astros pitch-
ers who have registered 20 
or more innings pitched.

Javier is one of 15 rookie 
pitchers used by Houston 
this year, two more than the 
previous high for new Astros 
pitchers set in 2011. Of those 
15, 10 made their Major 
League debuts in 2020 and 
three of the five rookie start-
ers remain in the rotation.

“Guys look up to them because 
both of them played as freshmen 
on the varsity,” Taylor head football 
coach Chad Simmons said of 
their offseason leadership. “As 
good offensive linemen as you’d 

possibly expect, both vocal leaders 
and good kids that just have fun 
and love playing the game and it 
rubs off.”

Also participating in the block-
ing game is Katy Tiger tight end 
Fernando Garza, who was one of 
just two tight ends on the list. Gar-
za is committed to play at Texas 
A&M University next year but will 
first help Katy compete for a 12th 

consecutive district championship 
starting next week.

Sitting in the pocket and 
benefitting from the protection 
up front is the quarterback and 
there were five honored on this 
year’s preseason list. Tompkins’ 
Jalen Milroe, an Alabama commit, 
made the list after an electrifying 
junior campaign where he passed 
for 2,689 yards and 29 touchdowns 

and led the Falcons to the regional 
semifinals.

Two players tasked with at-
tempting to stop that production 
this year will be defensive backs 
Hunter Washington of the Katy 
Tigers and Trevor Woods of the 
Taylor Mustangs. Washington is 
committed to Florida State and 
Woods will be heading to Colo-
rado University after their senior 

campaigns. The pair from Katy rep-
resented a third of the defensive 
backs honored by the TD Club.

Both the larger classification 
schools in the UIL as well as the 
schools in the Texas Association 
of Private and Parochial Schools 
kick off their seasons unofficially 
this weekend with scrimmages 
preceding regular-season openers 
next week.
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terback rating. Making an impressive 
NFL debut for the Chiefs was running 
back Clyde Edwards-Helaire, who ran 
138 yards on 25 carries and scored a 
touchdown.

“The first half we had trouble stop-
ping the run and the time of posses-
sion was not good, which involves the 
offense, too, but we’ve got to play the 
run better, obviously,” O’Brien said. 
“We came out in the second half and 
they scored on that first drive, which 
was tough because we needed a stop 
there to do it.”

Texans defensive end J.J. Watt had 
a similar take.

“We didn’t play well enough to 
win,” he said. “We have to stop the run 
a lot better, we have to put ourselves 
in situations on third down where we 
can get off the field. We can’t give up 
17-play drives, we have to get off the 
field. We didn’t do that. We have to 
create takeaways. We didn’t do that. 
Give them credit, obviously they’re a 
great football team and they played 
better than we did today.”

For the Texans, Deshaun Wat-
son completed 20 of 32 attempts for 
253 yards, one touchdown, and one 
interception for a rating of 84.5. Will 
Fuller lead Texans receivers with eight 
receptions for 112 yards. Johnson was 
the leading rusher with 77 yards and 
11 carries. 

“We’ve got to continue to do our 
job and find the right rhythm, get 
guys on the same page. That’s pretty 
much it,” Watson said.

“I thought the guys fought,” 
O’Brien said. “We were able to get a 
couple touchdowns at the end but it 
was too little, too late, so there’s some 
things to build on but we’ve got a long 
way to go here… We have to improve 
very quickly.”

Up next
The Texans will host the Baltimore 

Ravens Sunday afternoon at 3:25 
p.m. at NRG Stadium. The Ravens are 
coming off of a 38-6 drubbing of the 
Cleveland Browns. Lamar Jackson 
led Baltimore by connecting on 20 
of 25 passes for 275 yards and three 
touchdowns Sunday. He also led the 
team in rushing with 45 yards on 
seven carries.

Pre-game distractions
There was a huge spotlight on the 

Texans-Chiefs game as the NFL dealt 
with the twin distractions of the coro-
navirus pandemic and social justice 
issues. The crowd was limited to 22 
percent of capacity, meaning just 
under 17,000 fans were allowed in the 
stadium. The players were allowed 
to wear stickers on the backs of their 
helmets with names or phrases relat-
ed to equal treatment of Blacks. 

During the playing of the national 
anthem, the Texans stayed in the 
locker room and the Chiefs took the 
field in a mixed display of kneeling, 
locking arms, and proper salute to the 
flag. Both teams came out to midfield 
and locked arms in solidarity for a 
moment of silence in recognition 
for the need for societal and racial 
change but were met with boos from 
the fans.

“There are things going on in this 
country and we wanted to show we 
were unified as a league,” Mahomes 
said after the game.

Both head coaches said they were 
unaware of the booing, but the play-
ers noticed.

“The moment of unity I thought 
was good. The booing was unfortu-
nate during that moment. I don’t fully 
understand that,” Watt said.

O’Brien said it was a team decision 
to stay in the locker room during the 
national anthem.

“We met as a team, we met as a 

leadership group, about 20 players 
met three or four times … the players 
decided they wanted to be sure… it’s 
really not about the flag, it’s about 
making sure people understand that 
Black lives do matter and there is 
a systemic racism problem in this 
country. That’s what our players 
decided to do as a team.”

Watson and Mahomes coordinat-
ed the moment of unity before the 
game.

“We talked until last night. We kept 
it up front. He told us what they’re 
going to do, I told him what we 
wanted to do and we got on the same 
page and we all knew what was going 
down,” Watson said.

He said the team leaders wanted 
to make sure the focus was on unity, 
not division.

“We respect the military, we re-
spect America, we respect everything 
the NFL wanted to do but we didn’t 
want any confusion or any negative 
flashbacks with guys kneeling for one 
(anthem) and standing for the other, 
so we decided to stay inside and come 
out afterward and do the moment of 
silence,” Watsons said.

Watt said he has learned a lot from 
his teammates during the offseason 
and training camp.

“A locker room is a very diverse 
place. There’s people from all differ-
ent backgrounds, there’s people from 
different situations,” he said. “I’ve 
been very fortunate to be a part of 
many locker rooms throughout my 
life. In this locker room we’ve had 
more conversations than we’ve ever 
had about topics that may be uncom-
fortable to talk about. Maybe people 
have never opened up these conver-
sations. For me I’ve learned a lot; I’ve 
been educated a lot. It’s really been a 
growing experience for our team, and 
we’ve come a lot closer because of it. 
I have friendships and relationships 
in this locker room that will last a 
lifetime.”

marking the start of an unusual 
season for major college football 
programs in Texas as the state 
continues to report thousands of 
new coronavirus cases a day and 
local health officials warn against 
in-person arena events.

With groups kept six feet apart 
in the stands, several fans said 
there was plenty of space to safely 
enjoy the game in the 100,000-seat 
stadium, even as many people 
flouted the rules by going mask-
less in their seats.

Outdoor gatherings in Austin 
are still capped at 10 people or 
less, but Gov. Greg Abbott has 
allowed sports to resume with 
limited fans in the stands. The 
game’s announced crowd was 
significantly smaller than the 25% 
capacity UT-Austin allowed under 
the new rules.

Approximately 3,000 UT-Austin 
students who purchased football 
season tickets were required to 
take COVID-19 tests Friday and 
test negative before they could at-
tend the game. The same precau-
tions, however, were not required 
of the thousands of other fans.

Among the 1,198 students who 

got tested, 1,103 were negative and 
95 were positive, John Bianco, a 
spokesperson for the university’s 
athletic department, said in an 
email. Of those who tested nega-
tive, 1,051 claimed tickets and 969 
scanned in at gates prior to kickoff, 
Bianco said.

As of Friday morning, there 
were no active COVID-19 cases 
among the players for either team, 
according to the schools’ athletics 
officials.

But the virus has already forced 
two Texas schools in the Big 12 
Conference to call off games: 
Texas Christian University was 
supposed to play Friday, but 
delayed the game after some 
players and staff tested positive for 
COVID-19, and Baylor University 
postponed its Saturday game after 
several Louisiana Tech players 
tested positive.

Pregame celebrations near the 
stadium were virtually nonexis-
tent; university officials banned 
tailgating on school property. But 
one group got state approval to 
use a parking lot across the street 
from the university where small 
clusters of fans could gather at a 
distance under orange and white 
tents.

“We’ve been doing this for over 
20 years, and we said, ‘Can we find 
a way for us to do this that meets 

all the guidelines and executive 
orders?’” Ryan Lepper, owner of 
the Horn-Ball Texas Tailgaters, 
said from behind a black mask. 
“We produced something that 
people can come out and enjoy in 
a safe way.”

Before the pandemic, Lepper 
said the group’s tailgates nor-
mally attracted up to 700 fans 
under large tents, complete with 
a 20-foot-long bar staffed by six 
bartenders.

But on Saturday, less than two 
hours before kickoff, about 20 peo-
ple hovered inside their assigned 
tents, eating prepackaged snacks 
as a masked deejay played music 
from a center console. Guests had 
their temperature taken at the 
entrance and were asked whether 
they had symptoms of the virus or 
had been around anyone who had 
symptoms.

When the doors opened to the 
student section at 5 p.m., around 
50 to 70 students clad in burnt or-
ange, some donning cowboy boots 
and hats, filed into the stadium 
with tickets pulled up on their 
phones.

Standing near the front of the 
line was Caleb Boujemaa, presi-
dent of the Longhorn Hellraisers, a 
student group known for painting 
orange and white letters on their 
chests that spell out “TEXAS.”

Boujemaa acknowledged that 
touching and sharing paint adds a 
level of risk, but said it’s worth it to 
bring energy to the crowd. He said 
he feels good knowing that every-
one in his group tested negative for 
the virus, and those who didn’t feel 
comfortable coming were able to 
opt out.

“At games you see us being 
stupid, shirtless,” Boujemaa said 
from behind a mask with an image 
of the Texas flag. “We’re going to 
do it, but it’s definitely not as safe 
this year.”

As fans waited for the game to 
begin – without the band and its 
traditional pregame performance 
– they bought concessions and 
Longhorn merchandise from be-
hind plexiglass barriers. Bathroom 
doors were kept open to increase 
airflow and water fountains were 
taped off from use. Signs and 
floor markings encouraged social 
distancing, and the university 
added 225 hand sanitizer stations 
throughout the stadium.

As students filtered in, staff 
explained the rules for keeping 
distanced from each other. Many 
seats were marked off-limits with 
an orange sticker reading “Seat 
Unavailable” and “Thank you 
for social distancing.” Students 
were told not to sit on seats with 
stickers.

Beyond the testing require-
ment, school officials kept a close 
eye on students during the game. 
Stadium staff strictly enforced the 
mask requirement in the student 
section, asking students to put 
their masks back on if they re-
moved them for any reason other 
than to take a quick bite or drink.

People generally masked up 
while walking through the stadi-
um, but many fans ditched their 
masks once they were seated. In 
some rows, entire groups of people 
went maskless, high fiving each 
other when the Longhorns scored 
and loudly singing along to a re-
cording of “The Eyes of Texas.”

Sofia Paz, a UT-Austin fresh-
man, said her first-ever game expe-
rience was not what she imagined, 
but she enjoyed watching the 
Longhorns take an early and easy 
lead over the Miners. Paz said she 
was disappointed, however, that 
some fans weren’t wearing masks.

“I’m here with my Germ-X and 
my mask, so I feel safe,” Paz said 
from behind a black mask.

Wade McDonald, a season 
ticket holder, said most people 
wore masks in his section, and 
staff there did a good job enforcing 
the new rules. The first time he’d 
removed his mask all night was 
to eat a corndog during a break 
between quarters, he said.

from page 6
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By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Katy area voters have several items on 

the ballot for the runoff election slated for 

July 14. Early voting began June 29 and 

will run through July 10. Voters should 

check their county’s elections websites for 

polling locations and hours and to view 

full sample ballots.

This article presents a noncompre-

hensive listing of runoff elections in Fort 

Bend, Harris and Waller counties.

Fort Bend County

Fort Bend Republicans have four items 

on the ballot depending on where they live 

in the county. Below are the ones affecting 

Katy area voters.

Troy Nehls and Kathaleen Wall are 

battling for the Republican nomination 

for Texas House District 22 after incum-

bent Pete Olson, who lives in Sugar Land, 

announced he would not be running for 

reelection. The winner of the runoff will 

face Democratic nominee Sri Preston 

Kulkarni and Libertarian nominee Joseph 

LeBlanc in November.

As Nehls leaves the position of Fort 

Bend County Sheriff, Democratic candi-

dates Eric Fagan and Geneane Hughes are 

vying for the chance to face Nehls’ brother 

Trever Nehls in November. Trever current-

July 14 early voting begins

Katy area voters will have the opportunity to cast early ballots 

through July 10 and will be able to participate at the polls July 

14. Elections officials in Fort Bend, Harris and Waller counties are 

encouraging social distancing and the use of face masks to keep 

voting safe during the COVID-19 pandemic.

By SANDRA SADEK

EDITORIAL INTERN

Fort Bend County is accepting 

applications for its latest Small 

Business Emergency Assistance 

Grant program, funded by the 

CARES Act. 

The program offers one-time 

grants up to $25,000 to small 

businesses to aid in eligible 

CARES Act activities such as 

costs for personal protective 

equipment; re-opening supplies, 

equipment, and renovations; 

inventory; utilities; remote 

working expenses; leases and 

mortgage assistance. Grants are 

on a first-come, first-served basis 

and will last until all funds run 

out. 
Grant amounts will be based 

on the business’ total 2019 reve-

nue. If not in business for at least 

six months in 2019, a projection 

of annual income based on the 

three months preceding the Stay 

at Home Order on April 3, 2020, 

will be accepted. 

Annual sales totaling between 

$25,000 and $100,000 will receive 

grants up to $5,000. Annual 

sales between $100,001 and 

$2,000,000 will receive up to 

$15,000. Annual sales between 

$2,000,001 and $5,000,000 will 

receive up to $25,000 in grants. 

Eligible, Fort Bend Coun-

ty businesses must employ 

between 1-50 full-time equiva-

lent employees. Annual busi-

ness revenue total must be at 

least $25,000 and not exceed-

ing $5,000,000. They must be 

for-profit businesses only and 

must have been substantially 

impacted by COVID-19. The 

business must be operational 

as of February 15, 2020, and 

not be permanently closed. The 

business and all principals must 

be in good standing at the time 

of application with the State of 

Texas and their respective cities. 

This includes real and personal 

taxes, outstanding payments, po-

tential judgments, fines, or other 

amounts due to the city. 

The expectation is that the 

business would remain opera-

FBC 
opens 
business 
grant

See GRANT, page 5

By JOSELYN HOFER

EDITORIAL INTERN

Pastor Beverly Vaughn is the founder and owner of resale shop, 

Help a Sister Out, in Brookshire on Highway 90. The shop first 

opened in 2010 and has been running ever since, selling gently used 

clothes and giving out food and support to those who need it in the 

Brookshire community. Although Help a Sister Out provides sup-

port for everyone in need, the shop revolves around supporting the 

New Birth Ministries women’s shelter in Brookshire, Vaughn said.  

“Well, my main goal was to open up a women’s shelter. And 

we have the New Birth Ministries woman’s shelter. And after we 

opened up, we were getting a lot of donations, (but) the donations 

weren’t utilized like I thought they were supposed to be,” Vaughn 

said.  
Years later, Help a Sister Out was officially opened with a mission 

to serve the women’s shelter, said Vaughn, but as time went by, it 

grew into something much bigger that branched out to the whole 

town. 
“It just grew into giving to the community. So, what we do is like 

on Tuesdays we give out an abundance of food but every day we 

have pastries and breads to give to the community. Everything I 

JOSELYN HOFER

As well as forming Help a Sister Out, Beverly also founded New Birth Ministries and ministers to the 

women there along with offering them support and prayers. 

Pastor helps community despite COVID-19

See PASTOR
, page 5

By R. HANS MILLER

SENIOR REPORTER

Harris and Fort Bend counties both 

extended their relevant mask orders for 

businesses to require all staff and visitors 

to their establishments wear face masks 

to help stop the spread of theSARS-CoV-2 

virus which causes COVID-19 , among 

other restrictions Tuesday afternoon. Fort 

Bend has extended its order through July 

31, while Harris goes through Aug. 26. 

“We are all in this together and if we 

continue doing our part, we will succeed in 

beating the coronavirus without the gov-

ernor of Texas forcing lockdowns or other 

extreme measures,” said Fort Bend County 

Judge KP George.

The order extensions come about a week 

after Governor Greg Abbott reversed course 

in opening the state back up due to rising 

cases statewide. As of June 30, the Texas De-

partment of State Health Services reported 

159,986 cases of COVID-19 in Texas since 

the pandemic began, with 72,744 remaining 

active. Harris County reported 31,422 cases 

total with 20,343 remaining active. Fort 

Bend County reported 3,782 total cases with 

2,405 cases active. DSHS reports 152 cases 

in Waller County, but 92 had been catego-

rized as recovered on June 29.

As of June 29, the Texas Medical Center 

had a maximum ICU surge capacity of 2,207 

beds, if needed. Of the available beds, 460 

had COVID-19 patients in them. CEOs of the 

hospitals that make up the TMC said they can 

adjust capacity to ensure patients are treated, 

but stressed that it remains vital the commu-

nity work to slow the spread of COVID-19.

“The reality is we have to do a much 

better job of masking, hand hygiene and 

social distancing ourselves. The spread is 

increasing and it’s very concerning,” said 

Dr. Doug Lawson, CEO at St. Luke’s Health.

Local health authorities, hospital CEOs, 

and Infectious Disease Specialist Dr. Linda 

County mask orders extended
ANNA SHVETS

Medical professionals throughout the Katy area are recommending everyone wear cloth face masks that cover the mouth and nose while interacting with people outside of their 

households such as on trips to the grocery store in order to reduce the spread of COVID-19 through respiratory droplets and saliva. 

See MASK, page 10
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R E C E P T I O N -
IST/OPTOMET-
RIC ASSISTANT 
FOR optometrist 
office.  We will 
train.  Please 
send resume to 
katy_family_eye_
care1@hushmail.
com or fill out ap-
plication at 1313 
Fry Rd., Katy 
77449 281-579-
6939

NOTICE OF SALE
HARRIS-WALLER COUNTIES

MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 3
(A Political Subdivision of the State of Texas

Located within Harris and Waller Counties, Texas)

$6,350,000
Unlimited Tax Bonds, Series 2020

Bids to be Submitted:  10:00 A.M., Central Time
Bids to be Awarded:  2:30 P.M., Central Time

Monday, September 28, 2020

Place and Time of Sale:  The Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Harris-Waller 
Counties Municipal Utility District No. 3 (the “District”) will publicly receive 
sealed bids for the above described Bonds on Monday, September 28, 2020, at 
10:00 A.M., Central Time. At a Board of Directors meeting on Monday, September
28, 2020 at 2:30 P.M., Central Time the Board will immediately take action to
reject any and all bids or accept the qualified bid that produces the lowest net 
effective interest rate for the Bonds. It is anticipated that said meeting will be 
held via telephone conference call pursuant to Texas Government Code, Section 
551.125, as amended, and as modified by the Governor of Texas in the Governor’s
proclamation on March 13, 2020, concerning the COVID-19 pandemic. If the
Governor’s proclamation is lifted or expires or if the Governor terminates the
partial suspension of the Texas Open Meetings Act, a meeting in a physical
location may become necessary.  In such case, the Board will conduct the meeting
at the District’s regular meeting place at the offices of Allen Boone Humphries
Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2600, Houston, Texas, 77027.

Address of Bids:  Bids, which must be submitted in duplicate on the Official Bid 
Form and plainly marked “Bid for Bonds,” should be addressed to “President 
and Board of Directors of Harris-Waller Counties Municipal Utility District 
No. 3,” and delivered to the District’s Financial Advisor, Robert W. Baird & Co.
Incorporated, 1331 Lamar, Suite 1360, Houston, Texas 77010 prior to 10:00 A.M.,
Central Time on the date of the bid opening.  Any bid received after 10:00 A.M.,
Central Time, Monday, September 28, 2020, will not be accepted and will be
returned unopened.  All bids must be accompanied by a Bank Cashier’s Check in 
the amount of $127,000 payable to the order of the District as a good faith deposit.

Information:  The Bonds are more completely described in the “Official Notice
of Sale” and the “Preliminary Official Statement” which may be obtained from
Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated, 1331 Lamar, Suite 1360, Houston, Texas 
77010; c/o Jan Bartholomew, jbartholomew@rwbaird.com; Financial Advisor to 
the District.  The District reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any and all irregularities except time of filing.  This notice does not constitute an 
offer to sell the Bonds but is merely notice of sale of the Bonds as required by law.  
The offer to sell the Bonds will be made only by means of the “Official Notice of 
Sale,” “Preliminary Official Statement,” and the “Official Bid Form.”

 Board of Directors
 Harris-Waller Counties Municipal Utility District No. 3

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids will be received by Harris County M.U.D. No. 
432 on CIVCAST until 2:00 P.M. on October 8th, 2020 for 
Morton Creek Ranch Section 15 Landscape Improvements.

All bids will be publicly opened and distributed for 
construction of improvements including sidewalks, 
irrigation, planting, fine grading, hydromulch, and sod. 

Bidders shall submit the Bid on exact copies of the Bid 
Form provided on CIVCAST. A Conflict of Interest 
Questionnaire (Form CIQ) and Certificate of Interested 
Parties (HB Form 1295) must be returned with Bid. (Forms 
are provided with Spec Book)

Bid Documents are available through CIVCAST. A
non-refundable deposit of $75.00 must be received by KGA 
Deforest Design, 24275 Katy Freeway, Suite 300, Katy, TX 
77494 prior to bid opening for bids to be considered. Only 
check or money order will be accepted. Interested bidders 
should contact Stephanie Lee at slee@kgadeforest.com if 
you have any questions.

A Cashier’s Check or Bidder’s Bond Payable to Woodmere 
Development Co, Ltd. on behalf of Harris County M.U.D. 
No. 432 in the amount of not less than five percent (5%) 
of the bid submitted, outlined in the Contract Documents, 
must accompany the Bid.

Bidders must have at least five years of confirmed experience
on comparable size projects of a similar scope in the
Houston Area.

The successful bidder receiving contract award must 
furnish Performance, Payment, and Maintenance Bonds 
in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) each of the 
total Contract price.  Each such bond shall be executed by 
a corporate surety duly authorized to do business in the 
State of Texas.

The winning bid is decided not by low price but by this 
standard:

“The responsible person or persons that, in the Board’s 
judgment, will be most advantageous to the District and 
result in the best and most economical completion of the 
District’s proposed improvements.”    

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and 
to waive bidding informalities.

LAKE
MANAGEMENT
Company in Katy

seeking
FIELD SERVICE

TECHNICIAN.
Outside work, hands

on training, no
experience necessary.

Benefits available.
Pay depends on
previous work

experience. Apply in
person - Mon-Fri:
9am to 3pm @

4110 Katy Hockley
Cut-Off Rd, 77493.

281-391-3688

850
HELP WANTED
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COMPETITIVE BIDDING NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

The County of Waller proposes to purchase the following 
items on competitive bid:

KELLEY ROAD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
OVER CLEAR CREEK

Bids will be received by the Waller County Auditor, Alan 
Younts, until 2:00 p.m., October 6, 2020 in the office of 
County Auditor at 836 Austin Street, Suite 221, Hempstead, 
Texas  77445. Bids shall be opened by Commissioners’ 
Court at 9:00 a.m. October 7, 2020, in the Waller County 
Courtroom, Hempstead, Texas  77445. The Court shall 
award the contract on October 14, 2020, at 9:00 a.m., 
in the Waller County Courtroom, during open session 
of Commissioners’ Court to the responsible bidder who 
submits the lowest and best bid.
A contract shall not be awarded to a bidder who is not the 
lowest dollar bidder meeting specifications unless, before 
the award, each lower bidder is given notice of the proposed 
award, and is given an opportunity to appear before the 
Commissioners’ Court and present evidence concerning 
the lower bidder’s responsibility.
Bid award shall be based on either unit price or lump sum 
as indicated on the BID SHEET.
Method of payment will be by check upon completion and 
acceptance of the work or the fulfillment of the purchase 
obligation to the County.

Bid Forms may be downloaded from the Waller County 
web site at www.co.waller.tx.us.

ALAN YOUNTS
County Auditor
836 Austin Street, Suite 221
Hempstead, Texas  77445

COMPETITIVE BIDDING NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

The County of Waller proposes to purchase the following 
items on competitive bid:

McALLISTER ROAD BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
OVER BROOKSHIRE CREEK

Bids will be received by the Waller County Auditor, Alan 
Younts, until 2:00 p.m., October 6, 2020 in the office of 
County Auditor at 836 Austin Street, Suite 221, Hempstead, 
Texas  77445. Bids shall be opened by Commissioners’ 
Court at 9:00 a.m. October 7, 2020, in the Waller County 
Courtroom, Hempstead, Texas  77445. The Court shall 
award the contract on October 14, 2020, at 9:00 a.m., 
in the Waller County Courtroom, during open session 
of Commissioners’ Court to the responsible bidder who 
submits the lowest and best bid.
A contract shall not be awarded to a bidder who is not the 
lowest dollar bidder meeting specifications unless, before 
the award, each lower bidder is given notice of the proposed 
award, and is given an opportunity to appear before the 
Commissioners’ Court and present evidence concerning 
the lower bidder’s responsibility.
Bid award shall be based on either unit price or lump sum 
as indicated on the BID SHEET.
Method of payment will be by check upon completion and 
acceptance of the work or the fulfillment of the purchase 
obligation to the County.

Bid Forms may be downloaded from the Waller County 
web site at www.co.waller.tx.us.

ALAN YOUNTS
County Auditor
836 Austin Street, Suite 221
Hempstead, Texas  77445

COMPETITIVE BIDDING NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

The County of Waller proposes to purchase the following 
items on competitive bid:

ROBINHOOD LN. BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
OVER BRUSHY CREEK

Bids will be received by the Waller County Auditor, Alan 
Younts, until 2:00 p.m., October 6, 2020 in the office of 
County Auditor at 836 Austin Street, Suite 221, Hempstead, 
Texas  77445. Bids shall be opened by Commissioners’ 
Court at 9:00 a.m. October 7, 2020, in the Waller County 
Courtroom, Hempstead, Texas  77445. The Court shall 
award the contract on October 14, 2020, at 9:00 a.m., 
in the Waller County Courtroom, during open session 
of Commissioners’ Court to the responsible bidder who 
submits the lowest and best bid.
A contract shall not be awarded to a bidder who is not the 
lowest dollar bidder meeting specifications unless, before 
the award, each lower bidder is given notice of the proposed 
award, and is given an opportunity to appear before the 
Commissioners’ Court and present evidence concerning 
the lower bidder’s responsibility.
Bid award shall be based on either unit price or lump sum 
as indicated on the BID SHEET.
Method of payment will be by check upon completion and 
acceptance of the work or the fulfillment of the purchase 
obligation to the County.

Bid Forms may be downloaded from the Waller County 
web site at www.co.waller.tx.us.

ALAN YOUNTS
County Auditor
836 Austin Street, Suite 221
Hempstead, Texas  77445

877.933.7779
HilcoRealEstate.com

BANKRUPTCY SALE
BID DEADLINE SEPT. 25
WELL LOCATED
70,000± SF, CLASS A 
OFFICE BUILDING
GREAT VALUE-ADD OPPTY

5751 KROGER DR, FORT WORTH, TX

•  $1,600,000 in extensive 
recent renovations 

•   Impressive, renovated 2-story 
atrium lounge

•  Multiple conference rooms & 
fully-equipped auditorium

TexSCAN Week of 
Sept. 13, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Bankruptcy Sale – Bid Deadline Sept. 25. Well located 
70,000± SF, Class A office building. Great value-add 
oppty. 5751 Kroger Dr., Fort Worth, TX. $1,600,000 
in extensive recent renovations incl. 2-story atrium 
lounge. Multiple conference rooms & fully-equipped 
auditorium. 877-933-7779, HilcoRealEstate.com.

Halliburton Real Estate Auctions – Texas Auctions 
Oct. 7. Locations Include Industrial, Warehouse, Office 
& Land Properties in Brownfield, Odessa & Sonora. 
Buildings Open: 11-2 p.m. Fri. Aug. 28 & Sept. 11. All 
Sell Without Reserve. TX Jeffrey Michael Ashby RE 
LIC 550021; Thomas E. Barnes III AUC LIC 6457. 
Call 800-801-8003, williamsauction.com/halliburton.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

INTERNET
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call us today 
1-855-439-5457.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – Travel Trailers, 5th 
Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. In Any Area, Any 
Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! I PAY CA$H. 
No Title – No Problem, we can apply for one. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.



ROBERT THOMAS CHERRY
1934-2020

9THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2020

KATYTIMES.COM

TRIBUTES

Devotional Page This devotional page and directory is made possible 
by these businesses who encourage all of us to 
attend worship services. For more information, see 
our Church Directory Online at www.katytimes.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
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Albert W. Thompson
Owner

After a long battle with many phys-
ical problems, Robert Thomas Cher-
ry(Bob) went to be with His Lord on 
September 2, 2020, 
at home with his 
family.

Bob was born 
in Beadling (Pitts-
burgh), Pennsylvania 
on March 17th, 1934 
to Thomas Cherry 
and Rene(Buttignoli) 
Cherry. He graduat-
ed from Mt. Leba-
non High School in 
1952 with honors 
and accolades as a 
champion distance 
runner. He entered 
the University of 
Pittsburgh on a full 
track scholarship, 
graduating in 1956 
with a Petroleum Engineering degree, 
with honors and more accolades as a 
champion soccer player, still holding 
the scoring record today since 1956.

After graduation, Bob joined the 
United States Army for two years, sta-
tioned in Petersburg, Virginia. He was 
employed by Marathon Oil Company, 
remaining in their employ for 37 1/2 
years.

In March of 1967, Bob married 
Cynthia (Haskell) Cherry, with whom 
he’s been on a honeymoon for the past 
53 years. Starting in Robinson, Illinois, 
the Cherry family moved to Anchorage, 
Alaska, then to Powell, Wyoming, back 
to Robinson, Illinois, and Lafayette, 
Louisiana. The next eight years were 

spent in the International division of 
Marathon Oil Company. The first four 
years in London, England, and the next 

four years in Aber-
deen, Scotland, re-
turning to the United 
States in 1985, proud 
to be a Texan for the 
past 35 years.

Bob was preceded 
in death by his par-
ents, and a son, Rob-
ert Thomas Cherry II. 
He is survived by his 
wife, Cynthia, and five 
living children: Philip 
Scott Cherry, Ann 
(Cherry) Stodart and 
husband Eugene, Mi-
chelle (Cherry) Clark 
and husband Russ, 
Julie (Cherry) Kirk-
land and husband 

Guy, and Jonathan Martin Cherry. Bob 
is also survived by a brother, Tom and 
sister-in-law Cheryl, of Groveland, 
Florida, and a widowed sister, Marlene 
Nourigat, of Linesville, Pennsylvania. 
Bob is also survived by 16 incredible 
grandchildren, and eighteen doubly 
incredible Great Grandchildren, which 
were the joy of Bob’s life. After Jesus 
Christ, Bob loved family more than 
anything. Bob and Cynthia were mem-
bers of Second Baptist Church for 33 
years. Bob was greatly loved and will be 
greatly missed by all who knew him.

Fond memories and expressions 
of sympathy may be shared at www.
AmericanHeritageFuneralHome.
com for the Cherry family.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Many people play a role in a wedding. The 
bride and groom, bridesmaids, groomsmen, 
ring bearers, and flower girls are front and cen-
ter on the day a couple ties the knot.

Another central, and very important, figure 
on a couple’s wedding day is the officiant. 
Officiants perform the wedding ceremony and 
are the first to introduce the newlyweds to their 
guests as an officially married couple. 

Various types of officiants can officiate a 
wedding and understanding each type can help 
couples find the right one for them.

Religious officiant
Couples who want traditional religious cer-

emonies often choose a religious officiant, such 
as a parish priest or rabbi, with whom they’re 
familiar. For example, couples who grew up 
attending a particular church might choose the 
priest who’s been preaching to them since they 
were children, while others might choose the 
priest at their current place of worship. 

Religious officiants may be governed by 
certain rules that restrict them to performing 
ceremonies in a house of worship, which might 
rule them out for couples who want outdoor or 
destination weddings. Couples should inquire 
about such restrictions as early as possible in 
the planning process so they aren’t caught off 
guard.

Civil officiant
Civil officiants are officers of the court, such 

as a judge or justice of the peace. Many cou-

ples who are planning destination weddings 
abroad still choose to have a civil officiant 
perform a wedding ceremony at home. This 
is because some overseas officiants may not 
be authorized to marry couples in their home 
countries, meaning their marriages won’t be 
recognized once they return home. Civil offi-
ciants make sure marriages are legal, and they 
also make great options for couples who just 
want to get hitched without a grand ceremony.

Professional officiant
Professional officiants are not affiliated with 

a particular religious organization. That makes 
them great choices for couples who aren’t reli-
gious as well as those who come from different 
religious backgrounds and won’t be converting 
to the same faith. Professional officiants typi-
cally meet with a couple once or twice to get to 
know them before writing the speech they will 
give during the ceremony. Many will share the 
speech with the couple in advance of the big day, 
and some even allow couples to write the speech.

Loved ones
Many couples ask a friend or family mem-

ber to officiate their weddings, which can add 
a fun and very personal component to the 
ceremony. Couples who want to take this route 
should research local laws to determine the 
steps loved ones must take to become ordained 
ministers who will be recognized by the state or 
country where the ceremony will take place.

Officiants play a significant role during a wed-
ding, and couples can choose one who best fits 
their personalities and ceremony preferences. 

Types of wedding officiants



KATYTIMES.COM

10 THE KATY TIMES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 NEWS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.447168 per $100 valuations has been proposed by the governing body of City 
of Katy.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.447168 per $100
NO-NEW REVENUE TAX RATE $0.437470 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.443849 per $100
DE MINIMIS RATE $0.447168 per $100

The no-new revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2020 tax year that will raise the same amount 
of property tax revenue for City of Katy from the same properties in both the 2019 tax year and 
the 2020 tax year.

The voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate that City of Katy may adopt without holding 
an election to seek voter approval of the rate, unless the de minimis rate for City of Katy exceeds 
the voter-approval tax rate for City of Katy.

The de minimis rate is the rate equal to the sum of the no-new-revenue maintenance and
operations rate for City of Katy, the rate that will raise $500,000, and the current debt rate for 
City of Katy.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that City of Katy 
is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2020 tax year.

A public hearing on the proposed tax rate will be held on September 23, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 
at Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493. For videoconference via Zoom go to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86472668524. For teleconference dial in: 1-877-391-0239, Meeting 
ID: 864 7266 8524.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the voter-approval tax rate, but not greater than the de 
minimis rate. However, the proposed tax rate exceeds the rate that allows voters to petition for 
an election under Section 26.075, Tax Code. If City of Katy adopts the proposed tax rate, the 
qualified voters of the City of Katy may petition the City of Katy to require an election to be 
held to determine whether to reduce the proposed tax rate. If the majority of the voters reject 
the proposed tax rate, the tax rate of the City of Katy will be the voter-approval tax rate of the 
City of Katy.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE 
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

property tax amount = ( tax rate ) x ( taxable value of your property ) / 100

The members of the governing body voted on the proposed tax increase as follows:

FOR the proposal: Chris Harris, Mayor Pro Tem/Councilmember at Large
 Frank Carroll, Councilmember
 Janet Corte, Councilmember
 Durran C. Dowdle, Councilmember
 Jenifer Jordan Stockdick, Councilmember
AGAINST the proposal: NONE
PRESENT and not voting: Bill Hastings, Mayor
ABSENT: NONE

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average homestead by City of Katy 
last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by City of 
Katy this year:

 2019 2020 Change

Total Tax Rate $0.480000  $0.447168  decrease of -$0.032832
(per $100 of value)   OR -6.84%

Average homestead $266,566  $275,468  increase of 3.33%
taxable value

Tax on average $1,280 $1,232  decrease of  -$48 OR -3.75%
homestead

Total tax levy on  $14,150,979 $14,380,485 Increase of $229,506
all properties   OR 1.62%  

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for City of Katy at 281-341-3710 
or FBCTaxInfo@fortbendcountytx.gov, or visit www.fortbendcountytx.gov/taxrates for 
more information.

Water District
Notice of Public Hearing

on Tax Rate
The Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District # 124 will hold a public hearing on a 
proposed tax rate for the tax year 2020 on Friday, September 25, 2020 at 12:00 PM by 
teleconference at 1-346-248-7799, Meeting ID: 86367699948, Passcode: 546842. Your 
individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on 
the tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in 
relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable 
value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other
property determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

FOR the proposal: Paula Bays, John Bastawrous, Luther Jack Moller,
 Michelle O’Neil

AGAINST the proposal: 

PRESENT and not voting: 

ABSENT: Jarrett Simpson

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing 
unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

 Last Year This Year
Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.86000 /$100 $0.86000 /$100
 Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.00000 /$100

Percentage increase/decrease
    in rates (+/-) 0.00%

Average appraised residence
    homestead value  $286,465.00    $295,022.00

General homestead exemptions available
    (excluding 65 years of age or older or
    disabled person’s exemptions)  $0.00    $0.00

Average residence homestead
    taxable value  $286,465.00    $295,022.00

Tax on average residence homestead $2,463.60    $2,537.19

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
    proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) $73.59
    and percentage of increase (+/-) 2.99%
 

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract 
tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by 
more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the 
operation and maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate 
is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at 
281-482-0216.

race, religion, or socioeconomic status. I believe the model 
we’ve built here is a roadmap for the rest of the country.

COVID-19 has forced Congress to spend 
trillions of dollars to support those 
economically impacted by the pandemic. This  
is just one of many reasons the national debt  
has increased. What should Congress do to  
alleviate the rapidly mounting national debt?

Kulkarni: We need to stop treating the national debt 
like a political pawn. Washington politicians have blown 
a hole in the budget with corporate giveaways while taxes 
went up for some of our hardest working citizens. We need 
to stop only giving breaks to our wealthiest individuals 
and largest corporations so that we can get our debt under 
control and relieve the middle class. We also need to stand 
up to special interests who rig our political system to their 
own advantage, leaving us and future generations to deal 
with the consequences.

We also must protect Social Security, Medicare, and 
Medicaid. Our most vulnerable citizens should not be 
made to pay for Washington’s fiscal irresponsibility.

LeBlanc: Congress has a duty to reduce the spending 
by our government. They need to audit, evaluate, and cut 
programs that are financially burdensome. It will not be 
popular with many members of congress but there seems 
to be a lot of waste in government contracts that are no 
longer needed. The military while necessary for defense 
could use a lot of trimming. Changing the way the federal 
government does budgets could help alleviate the cost as 
well since departments and military units have to use their 
entire budget every year or their budget for the next year is 
cut. So, to ensure that they will have enough funds for the 
next year they make sure their expenditures are as high as 
they can, which leads to gross amounts of waste.

Nehls: We need to find other areas where to offset 
that spending cost and reduce the deficit. As someone 
with decades of experience in and around government, 
I’ve seen firsthand the level of waste and excess when it 
comes to spending taxpayer’s money. Our deficit is not 
a matter of too little tax revenue but too much spending. 
We also need to pass a budget, something Congress has 
failed to do for decades. Instead, Congress passes omnibus 
spending bills which are drawn up by party leadership 
and dumped on member’s desks days before a vote on 
it. Leadership packs as much as possible into it and you 
either vote yes or no on the entire package. Instead of 
omnibus spending packages and continuing resolutions, 
we should get back to passing a complete budget through 
the appropriations process.

The American health care system has put a 
financial strain on families across the country, 
including residents of the district you will 
represent, if elected. What changes do you 
support to fix the nation’s health care system 
and ensure your constituents have access  
to high-quality, affordable health care? 

Kulkarni: At 19, I came home to take care of my family 
while my father was dying of cancer. After he died, we 
were pushed to the verge of bankruptcy by the remaining 
medical bills. Nobody should have to go through this.

Americans now pay twice as much as any other 
developed nation for their health care, but life expectancy 
has declined. Two thirds of bankruptcies are caused by 
medical costs. Before arguing about specific proposals, we 
must all agree on the two core problems: the cost of health 
care in America is too high and tens of millions of people 
still don’t have any sort of coverage. In Congress, I would 
oppose any effort to dismantle, privatize, or undermine 
Medicaid or Medicare. I will push for expanded coverage 
for our nation’s poor, disabled, and elderly. I will support 
everyone’s right to keep their private insurance if they 
are happy with it. I will stand up against special interests 
who put profits over people, and I will advocate for 
lower, negotiated prescription drug costs. I will protect 
coverage for individuals with preexisting conditions, such 
as COVID-19, and oppose Texas Republicans’ lawsuit to 
repeal the ACA in the middle of a pandemic.

LeBlanc: There are a few changes we can implement at 
the federal level. Allowing true open insurance markets, 
where you are not restricted to only the policies in your 
state, will see a lowering of cost for insurance. Changing 
the patent system on pharmaceuticals where companies, 
using loopholes, end up holding eternal patents on 
their drugs and devices. Opening hospitals to allowing 
customers the ability to see costs up front and be able to 
choose which hospital they would like to go to based on 
price.  These three things have been heavily regulated by 
the government for years and has caused our skyrocketing 
health care cost.

Nehls: What Americans like and need more than 
anything is options. There is no one size fits all fix to 
our nation’s healthcare problems. What we need to 
do is increase offerings, protect those with preexisting 
conditions, protect social security and Medicare, protect 
Medicaid, and protect private insurance. When Americans 
are in the market for healthcare coverage, there should be 

Democrat Sri Preston Kulkarni (left), Libertarian Joe LeBlanc (center) and Republican Troy Nehls (right) are all vying for a chance to take over Representative Pete Olson’s 
(R) Congressional District 22 seat in Washington at the Nov. 3 elections. Olson announced last year that he would not be running for reelection. 
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Congress has a duty to reduce the spending by our government. 
They need to audit, evaluate, and cut programs that are 
financially burdensome. It will not be popular with many 

members of congress but there seems to be a lot of waste in 
government contracts that are no longer needed. The military 

while necessary for defense could use a lot of trimming.
— JOE LEBLANC, JR.
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HURRY! 
Act Now to

FEATURE YOUR BUSINESS!

The Katy Times Best of Katy Contest 2020 is underway. Contest 
voting is online only, which allows your business to get maximum 
exposure. The Katy Times has great response to this reader-driven 
contest and this is one opportunity you won’t want to miss! Your ad 
and listing stay online for the entire year!

DON’T MISS OUT CONTACT YOUR

TITLE SPONSOR - $3,000 

Group Ads will be displayed above the
Group Name at the top of each category page.

Ad Size 1200 px X 150 px.
Also includes Enhanced Listing at no additional charge.

Displayed on top of ballot
ONLY 1 SPOT AVAILABLE!

GROUP AD - $750 

Group Ads will be displayed above the
Group Name at the top of each category page.

Ad Size 1800 px X 450 px.

Also includes Enhanced Listing
at no additional charge.

CATEGORY AD - $300 

Category Ads will be displayed
at the top of the category.

Leaderboard Ad Size 1200 px X 150 px.

Also includes Enhanced Listing
at no additional charge.

ENHANCED LISTING - $100 

Featured listing with business infomation and
Photo, logo or video.

Image size: 800 px X 450px

Video: 500MB 

2020

SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

TODAY!
979-885-3562

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077979-987-6077

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

3:00 – 7:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfish 
Mondays

a healthy mix of private and public options that meet all 
budgets.

Drainage continues to be an issue across 
the Congressional district you are running 
to represent. What moves will you make in 
Washington to ensure drainage for the  
region is addressed in a timely manner? 

Kulkarni: Growing up here, I personally experienced 
the damage that flooding can cause. My family lost our car 
and my brother and sister almost lost their lives. We need 
to be proactive in addressing issues of flooding, we cannot 
wait until after disaster strikes to act. 

We need to increase funding in flood prevention 
infrastructure, with a particular emphasis on drainage. 
Hurricane Harvey flooded at least 900 levee-protected 
homes in Fort Bend (County). We need to strengthen the 
20 levees in Fort Bend and identify new areas that require 
drainage infrastructure. We need to invest in larger storm 
sewers and pumps in the Katy area, specifically around the 
Brazos River. We must coordinate with local governments 
to ensure we are supporting the implementation of flood 
mitigation projects, such as Katy’s Patna Drive drainage 
improvement project and the Pitts Road Detention Pond.

We need to revisit our floodplain maps and ensure 
they are current, while devising and installing a system to 
address coastal surge protection.

LeBlanc: I believe that it is the Federal government’s 
responsibility to assess the landscape and to give the 
evaluation of high-risk areas to the state and local 
governments. It is the state and local governments’ job 
to address the drainage issues and it is us, the voters’, 
responsibility to hold those elected accountable. 

Nehls: As Sheriff, I’ve seen firsthand the issue of 
flooding and drainage in our communities. During 
(Hurricane) Harvey and Brazos River floods, I was out on 
airboats helping folks evacuate, rescuing left behind pets, 
and helping get food to ranchers’ stranded cattle. 

Every time a flood happens, people’s lives are fractured, 
and they are left picking up the pieces. We are the greatest 
country on earth, and we can solve the problem if we work 
together. In Congress, I will make funding for our district’s 
numerous drainage projects including Addicks and Barker 
(reservoirs) a top priority, and I will lobby leadership to 
fully fund the project as soon as possible. In addition, I will 
coordinate with the Army Corps of Engineers to ensure 
they have what they need to complete the project and are 
doing so in timely manner.

Partisanship is a notable challenge in  
today’s America. What measures will  
you take to reach across the political  
aisle to work with your opponent’s  
party for the benefit of your constituents? 

Kulkarni: I spent 14 years in the Foreign Service, where 
my job was to bring people together in war zones and 
dangerous places to find solutions to some of the world’s 
hardest problems. I would sit at a table with people who 
wanted to murder each other and find common ground 

to create real solutions that actually helped people. 
Unfortunately, that experience is pretty relevant to 
working in Congress these days. We need to cut through 
tension and ideology to get real results.

In Congress, I commit to rising above partisan politics 
and putting the people of this district first. We need to 
start solving our problems with evidence and science, 
not political ideology. We can’t afford to play games with 
situations like the coronavirus.

When elected, I will put politics aside and focus on 
delivering real solutions to the people of our district.

LeBlanc: Personally, I am willing to sit down with 
anyone from any of the other parties, discuss and hash out 
bills that are beneficial to the American people, that are 
constitutional, and do not restrict our Natural Liberties. 
But I will also be very outspoken if bills brought by other 
members of congress increase the size of our government, 
restrict our liberties, or are blatantly unconstitutional.

Nehls: Partisanship is a problem and one in which 
I’ve worked to avoid as Sheriff for the past eight years. As 
Sheriff over 826 employees and 500,000 residents, I do not 
protect and serve Republicans or Democrats, I am Sheriff 
for all people. The same is true when I was deployed 
overseas with the US Army. I didn’t pick and choose who 
to stand beside or protect, we all treated each other like 
brothers. 

These experiences have instilled in me an 
understanding of how to work with all people regardless 
of race, religion, or gender to accomplish a goal. There 
are numerous areas where I believe I could accomplish 
meaningful progress working across the aisle on criminal 
justice reform, increased education and resources for 
mental health, and veteran’s healthcare.

Human trafficking is a significant concern 
for the district with I-10 and other regional 
highways noted as trafficking thoroughfares. 
What will you do in Congress to help prevent 
human trafficking and aid victims? 

Kulkarni: This is an issue I take very seriously. I worked 
on countering human trafficking in the State Department 
and worked on the End Modern Slavery Initiative Act in 
the Senate.

As most people in the district already know, human 
trafficking is an issue that too many local officials have 
failed to address in our community. That being said, 
District Attorney Brian Middleton, County Judge KP 
George, and Constable Wayne Thompson deserve credit 
for organizing and leading a recent multi-agency human 
trafficking sweep.

This kind of interagency cooperation is exactly what 
we need to address human trafficking and keeping our 
citizens safe. We also need to put resources behind 
raising awareness of how to spot the issue. Contrary to 
common opinion, the issue of human trafficking does not 
discriminate against any communities, anyone can fall 
victim to it. We need to enable our citizens to look out for 
signs a loved one might be at risk, and ensure they know 
where to get help, and we need to ensure no victims are 
turned away when they are looking for help.

LeBlanc: Human Trafficking is something even 
Libertarians support the Federal government combating. 
I applaud those who are on the front lines of combating 
human trafficking. But we can also assist them even more. 
Immigration reform is a necessity, and our laborious, 
expensive immigration system leads to millions of people 
willing to risk their lives to come into this country and has 
led to a large amount of the trafficking business. 

The other major prong in trafficking is the sex trade. 
Decriminalizing prostitution will help remove the need 
for trafficked individuals to be forced into the sex trade. 
While it won’t end trafficking completely it will also help 
narrow the focus to those forced into it, making it easier 
for officials to apprehend those responsible.

Nehls: As the father to three beautiful daughters, I’m 
always concerned for their safety and wellbeing and as 
Sheriff of Fort Bend County, I’m always concerned for the 
safety and wellbeing of all residents. That’s why I’ve taken 
numerous steps to prevent human trafficking from gaining 
a foothold in Fort Bend County by establishing a local 
hotline for reports, hiring detectives dedicated to human 
trafficking cases, and shutting down numerous illicit 
massage parlors. 

I will take this experience with me to Congress and 
work across the aisle to ensure the necessary resources for 
education and training are available to combat this global 
threat. I will also support interagency missions and task 
forces.

from page 10
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As the father to three beautiful daughters, I’m always concerned 
for their safety and wellbeing and as Sheriff of Fort Bend 

County, I’m always concerned for the safety and wellbeing of 
all residents. That’s why I’ve taken numerous steps to prevent 

human trafficking from gaining a foothold in Fort Bend County 
by establishing a local hotline for reports, hiring detectives 

dedicated to human trafficking cases, and shutting down 
numerous illicit massage parlors. 

— TROY NEHLS
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in West Houston & Katy

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

Our nationally recognized 
specialists are finding new ways 
to outsmart cancer. 
From screenings and diagnosis to the most 
advanced treatments, our leading cancer care 
is available in West Houston and Katy. During 
the coronavirus outbreak, we are taking every 
necessary precaution to keep you safe — so 
you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

West Houston-Katy
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HOUSTON METHODIST
CANCER CENTER

By PATRICK SVITEK
THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, is 
making clear that he’s not interested 
in serving on the U.S. Supreme Court, 
despite President Donald Trump 
recently naming him to a group of 
potential nominees.

When Trump announced Cruz as 
part of the 20-name list Wednesday, 
the senator issued a statement sug-
gesting he was satisfied with remain-
ing in Congress. He more explicitly 
said he wasn’t interested during a Fox 
News interview Sunday.

“Do you want the job?” host Maria 
Bartiromo asked.

“I don’t,” Cruz responded. “It is 
deeply honoring, it’s humbling to be 
included in the list … but it’s not the 

desire of my heart. I want to be in the 
political fight.”

Cruz, the former solicitor general 
of Texas, has been mentioned before 
as a possible Supreme Court pick, and 
he’s given a similar answer. He also 
said in 2016 that serving on the high 
court was “not the desire of my heart.”

Trump also named a second Tex-
an, James Ho, to his list of potential 
Supreme Court picks. Ho is a judge on 
the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
and former Texas solicitor general.

Cruz has written a book about the 
Supreme Court that is due out Oct. 
6. Cruz promoted the book Mon-
day as part of a tweet where he said 
Democrats were trying to “steal” the 
presidential race, responding to the 
newly reported formation of a legal 
operation focused on ensuring the 
integrity of the November election.
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U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz speaks at a service held for Deputy Sandeep Dhaliwal of the Harris County Sheriff’s Office. 


