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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

As 5 p.m. approached on Val-
entine’s Day, it became apparent 
that no opponent would come 
forward to 
run against 
Katy 
Mayor Pro 
Tem Chris 
Harris for 
the city’s at 
large coun-
cil seat. A 
lack of a 
competitor 
in the elec-
tion automatically places Harris 
in the winner’s circle for the May 
2 Katy City Council Election. 

“I decided to run for reelec-
tion because the city we’ve made 
some great improvements in our 
projects and we still have a lot of 
improvement to go and I wanted 
to be part of that,” Harris said. 

Harris’ goals include a variety 
of things, especially concentrating 
on managing growth in a way 
that benefits residents, develop-
ing parks, getting commercial 
traffic under control in the city, 
protecting the city’s heritage and 
carefully managing Katy’s budget 
to ensure citywide goals are met. 

“I would be challenged to say 
that we spend too much money in 
any area because all areas of city 
government is important,” Harris 
said. 

While flood mitigation will 
remain a financial priority for the 
city, Harris said that he feels Katy 
City Council can also work on the 
other aspects of city management 
without letting flood mitigation 
overwhelm other important city 
business due to the progress the 
city has made in flood mitigation. 

Each budgetary year is a 
unique challenge, Harris said. 
Last year, the Parks Department 

Harris to stay on 
Katy’s At Large 
city council seat

Three 
more 
years

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
announced 32 arrests in a human 
trafficking initiative dubbed Operation 
Kickoff 2020 at a Jan. 18 press con-
ference. Charges associated with the 
operation include human trafficking, 
prostitution and compelling prostitu-
tion, said HCSO Captain Chris Sando-
val who works with the department’s 
Human Trafficking Unit. 

“Through the investigation we iden-
tified one of the most prolific, violent 
pimps known for targeting minors in 
our area,” Sandoval said. “Two young 
females were also brought to the 
Houston area for trafficking purposes 
and they were brought here from Austin 
and California. Two other females were 
identified who were being trafficked by 

32 arrested in human trafficking operation

HCSO

Harris County Sheriff’s Office Captain Chris Sandoval briefed news outlets at 10 a.m. Jan. 18 regarding the outcome of Operation Kickoff 2020 
– a human trafficking sting that netted 30 arrests and rescued at least six women from forced prostitution. See TRAFFICKING, page A3

TYLER LASTOVICH | PEXELS

A cell phone battery began smoking at Mayde 
Creek Junior High School on the eastern side of 
Katy ISD’s territory Friday morning. The incident 
caused ten students to be taken to area 
hospitals for treatment for smoke inhalation.

Students taken to hospital for smoke inhalation
By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

K aty ISD has reported that ten students from Mayde 
Creek Junior High School were taken to the hospital 
for treatment of smoke inhalation symptoms after a 

student’s cell phone’s battery overheated and began smoking 
the morning of Valentine’s Day. First responders reported no 
serious injuries and no actual fire or explosion at the school, as 
has been reported by other media outlets.

“It was all just smoke is my understanding,” said Lieutenant 
Jason Driver, public information officer for Westlake Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Rachel Moreno, communications director for the Harris 
County Fire Marshall’s Office, said the fire marshal had 
determined that a smoking battery had caused the incident 
at the school which is located at 2700 Greenhouse Road in 
Houston. A group of students had a cell phone they had been 
taking apart throughout the day and one of the children began 
twisting and flexing the battery, she said.

“Then all of a sudden it started to get hot and bulge and 
that’s when it started to smoke and maybe spark a little bit,” 
Moreno said.

The young man went to see the school nurse who wiped 

the soot off his hands and saw that there was no burn injury, 
Moreno added.

Driver said the students were taken to Texas Children’s 
Hospital’s Katy Campus and Houston Methodist West in Katy 
for treatment. Smoke inhalation generally only requires oxygen 
for minor cases such as what the students are reported to have 
had, Driver said.

“Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus in Katy received 
seven patients as a result of the incident at a local school. All 
were treated and discharged,” said Jenn Jacome, director of 
public relations for Texas Children’s Hospital.

Symptoms of smoke inhalation include coughing, shortness 
of breath, hoarseness or noisy breathing, eye irritation and 
headache, among others, according to WebMD.  

Moreno said that, given the facts of the case, she would not 
expect any of the children to have any serious injuries and that 
transportation to the hospital was conducted as a precaution.

A photo of a scorch mark slightly smaller a handprint on 
a lunchroom table which has not yet been publicly released 
showed the only damage caused by the fire to school property.

“The only thing it was, was on one of the cafeteria tables 
[had] a little spot where the cell phone basically [sat and 
smoked] – a little black mark,” DiPetta said.

Westlake VFD was able to respond to the fire with a 4-minute 
response time, Driver said. The school is only 1.3 miles from the 
Mayde Creek campus, which aided in the fast response.

The school day had already been scheduled for early 
dismissal, DiPetta said. However, rumors on social media 

gave some parents the impression that the campus had been 
evacuated, she added.

“The incident happened at 11:30 this morning 
and then there was early dismissal today at 

12:55,” DiPetta said. “That was a detail that a 
lot of media outlets weren’t given at the 

very beginning which was extremely 
important because we had kids 

[already scheduled to be] leaving 

OVERHEATED

See OVERHEATED, page A3



PET OF THE WEEK

MEET MARSHALL
Marshall is a very awesome dog according to his 

owner who is too busy to take care of him now. He 
is a 49-pound, high-energy older pup who likes car 
rides, fetch, agility, running, toys, and walks where 
he is well behaved on a leash. He has learned the 
sit, no, and fetch commands and is house trained. 
He is used to having free roam of the house and 

being crated up to 2 hours a day. He’ll stand by the 
door when he needs to go out. He is playful with 
other dogs and likes to roughhouse. He’ll ignore 
dogs during walks and is learning how to behave 
at the dog park. He likes getting all the attention 
for himself and might be happier if he is your one 
and only. He is playful but mouthy with children 

and will be best with those over 10. He likes sitting 
on a lap and being petted. Lovable Marshall is 

more than ready to love you if you’ll just give him  
a home and the time and attention he needs.

Marshall is available for adoption at Citizens  
for Animal Protection located at 17555 I-10, 

Houston, TX 77094. Adoption hours are Sun.- 
Tues. 1-6 p.m., Wed., Rri, And Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.  

For more information, call 281-497-0591.
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Before After

“I feel better about myself, 
sleep better, and have less 

aches and pains. I am better 
than yesterday and look 
forward to tomorrow.” 

– Maureen
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Katy Optiks
Enhancing vision with style
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By ANDREW LEEPER
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Howdy friends and neighbors. I hope everyone has 
had a great start to 2020. With the new year in full swing, I 
wanted to bring everyone’s attention to a few restaurants 
that opened in 2019. These should be on your “must visit” 
list if you have not been to them already.

That’s My Dog
22635 Morton Ranch

Katy, TX. 77449
(830) BRISKET

www.TMD30.com/houston

Kevin and Ryan Muccular opened their brick and 
mortar location in June. Since then their team has been 
working hard at bringing our area some of the best gour-
met hot dogs. They have a dog that will please everyone.

The BBQ Beef Brisket Dog is topped with brisket, diced 
onions and tomatoes along with their signature barbecue 
sauce, That Sauce, which can be purchased in store.

The Ratatouille Dog is a 100% soy protein topped with 
smoked eggplant, zucchini, onions, bell peppers and 
finished with diced tomatoes. 

Don’t snooze on the loaded fries either. The Frito Pie 
Fries come topped with chili, queso, sour cream, diced 
tomatoes and Fritos for that crunch. 

They are open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 9pm. Soul 
Food Sundays are from 11am - 6pm with a unique menu 
each week. Follow them on Facebook for more updates.

Beer Biryani and Kabab
4747 FM 1463

Katy, TX. 77494
(832) 437-0674

www.BBKGrill.com

Beer Biryani and Kabab opened in March and have 
quickly become one of the top Indian food destinations in 
Katy. They took over the old Cane Island location on 1463 
and really changed the feel of the restaurant.

I recently visited and it was my first foray into Indian 
cuisine. Everything I tried was full of flavor and this first 
visit will certainly not be the last. 

If you can handle spice, I recommend the Chicken 
Vindaloo. It has a great kick but doesn’t drown out the 
other flavors of the dish. Pair this with their garlic naan 
and basmati rice and you will not leave hungry. 

I also have to praise their Chilli Mushrooms which 
are served as an appetizer and contain mushrooms, bell 
peppers, onions and a chilli sauce. This was easily one 
of my favorite dishes of the evening. I can definitely see 

myself at their bar having a drink and an order of chilli 
mushrooms.

A final stand out for this location is the full bar. They 
have many beers on tap and a large wine and liquor 
selection. This is a great go-to restaurant if you’re wanting 
a drink to try something new.

The Katy area is lucky to have such diverse cuisine, 
and I am sure these restaurants will continue leaving their 
mark on the local food scene.

Duck n Bao
510 S. Mason

Katy, Texas 77450
(832) 913-3226

Duck n Bao came to Katy in August and what really 
got me excited to try their menu is the Peking Duck. This 
roasted duck recipe has been around for hundreds of 
years and takes 48 hours to prepare. Call them the day 
before to request a duck for your meal and you will be 
eating like an Emperor!

Their Soup Dumplings are a must-try. They make 
them in house and right in front of you when you walk in. 
These little works of art come in eleven different styles. I 
have loved every single one that I have tried. 

Duck n Bao also offer a few varieties of noodles and 
some great appetizers as well. Be sure to stop by soon and 
see what all of the buzz is about!

Andrew Leeper is a Katy area resident and founder of 
the Katy/Fort Bend Foodies Facebook group who will be 
writing for the Katy Times to provide restaurant and  
dining highlights. Katy/Fort Bend Foodies is one of the 
largest area social media organizations in the Katy area.

The US Small Business 
Administration has acted 
under its own authority 
to declare a disaster after 
a propylene explosion at 
Watson Grinding and Man-
ufacturing Jan. 24 according 
to an SBA press release. 
The declaration allows the 
government body to offer 
financial assistance to those 
affected by the blast. 

“SBA is strongly com-
mitted to providing Texas 
with the most effective and 
customer-focused response 
possible, and we will be 
there to provide access to 
federal disaster loans to 
help finance recovery for 
businesses and residents 
affected by the disaster,” said 
Jovita Carranza, an adminis-
trator with the SBA.

The declaration makes 
it possible for the SBA to 
offer low-interest federal 
disaster loans to businesses 
of all sizes as well as most 
nonprofits, homeowners 
and renters whose property 
was damaged or destroyed 
by the disaster, said SBA 
Director Tanya Garfield.

“Beginning Wednesday, 
Feb. 19, SBA disaster recov-

ery specialists will be on 
hand at the … Disaster Loan 
Outreach Center to answer 
questions about SBA’s disas-
ter loan program, explain 
the application process 
and help each individual 
complete their application,” 
Garfield said.

Those affected by the 
blast can stop by the out-
reach center located at the 
Brenda and John Duncan 
YMCA in multipurpose 
room B at 10655 Clay Road 
in Houston. The facility 
will be open Tues. through 
Sat. from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
through March 5. 

The US Small Business Administration 
has declared the Jan. 24 explosion at 
Watson Grinding and Manufacturing in 
Houston a disaster and will be offering 
loans to those affected by the blast.

Financial assistance  
available for Jan. 24 
Watson explosion

ANDREW LEEPER

2019 restaurant highlights

ANGELINA ALLEN

ANDREW LEEPER

ANDREW LEEPER
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Boil
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All loans are subject to credit approval. You must be a member or eligible for membership to qualify. 
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Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Messaging and data rates may apply. 
Some restrictions may apply on mobile deposit. 
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needed more money in 
order to finish outstanding 
projects such as the Katy 
Downtown Plaza and to 
improve parks throughout 
the city, Harris said. Last 
year’s budget also focused 
on public safety, he said. 
However, each budget year 
is different, and Harris antic-
ipates money being needed 
for infrastructure such as a 
combined master plan for 
sidewalks and walkabili-
ty throughout the city. A 
study to evaluate the city’s 
walkability and priorities 
regarding where to install 
sidewalks and what the 
priority is for each sidewalk 
project will likely be a part of 
Katy’s planning for the next 
year, he said. 

“In my mind – as one 
council member – we can 
do one part of a project with 
the goal of expanding and 
expanding [that project over 
time] within our budget 
limits,” Harris said. “I think 
that’s a positive for the 
citizens.” 

Some development 
issues such as zoning 
and permitting are more 
complicated, Harris said. 
He understands residents’ 
concerns regarding develop-
ment and zoning, he said. 

“We need to continue to 
encourage quality com-
mercial growth in the city 
of Katy, but we do have to 
ensure that commercial 
growth is in commercial 
areas,” Harris said. 

Growth has allowed 
the city to have the lowest 
property tax rate, in part 
due to bringing in sales tax 
revenue machines such as 
the Amazon distribution 
center on the western side of 
Katy, Harris said. However, 
he knows that zoning has to 
be relied on to guide the city 
into the future. For about 40 
years, the city has had zon-
ing and Harris thinks it may 
be time to reevaluate zoning 
to make sure it is optimized 
to help residents and protect 
the city’s small town feel that 
he thinks residents really 
value. 

“We do have to ensure 
that commercial growth is in 
commercial areas and that 
we’re protecting our older 
neighborhoods and keeping 
residential areas quiet and 
the sort of place where 
families want to raise their 
children,” Harris said. 

Harris added that he 
wants commercial growth 
to be near freeways where 
residents would expect to 
see it, rather than in the 
heart of downtown or other 
residential areas. 

As the city grows, Harris 
said he is also concerned 
about commercial vehicle 
traffic within city limits. 
Harris said he intends to 
work with state and county 
officials regarding the prob-
lem that commercial vehicle 
traffic represents for the 
city, including possibly ar-
ranging an official commer-
cial vehicle route for trucks 
moving across the city. He 
hoped that whomever is 
elected to outgoing Harris 
County Commissioner Steve 
Raddack’s seat would work 
on improving roads north 
of Katy to assist in large 
vehicle traffic in the area, 
among other concerns Katy 
and Harris County would 
need to work together on, 
he said. 

“For the first time since 
1989, we are going to have a 
new Harris County Com-
missioner [for Precinct 3] 
next year and so I hope to be 
able to work with whichever 
commissioner we have for 
Harris County,” Harris said. 

Harris added that 
continuing to work with all 

three counties that overlap 
city limits will continue to 
be important for transpor-
tation – and for drainage.  
Waller County is experienc-
ing a great deal of growth, 
Harris said. 

“We need to be able to 
work with Waller County 
as a whole because Waller 
County is … experiencing 
a lot of growth,” Harris 
said. “Most of that area is 
unincorporated so the water 
from that area is headed 
the city of Katy’s way, so we 
need to continue to work 
with [the Brookshire-Katy 
Drainage District] and 
Waller County – especially 
for flood control projects.”

Drainage is another rea-
son Harris said he wanted 
to file for reelection. The city 
has multiple projects under 
development to mitigate 
flooding and Harris said he 
wants to see those through. 

“We have a major project 
in Riceland Terrace that is 
something I want to see to 
completion,” Harris said. 

Still, parks and maintain-
ing Katy as a good place to 
raise a family will continue 
to be a top priority for Har-
ris, he said. 

“Parks are something I 
ran on [in 2018] and I want 
to be able to continue that,” 
Harris said.

R. HANS MILLER

Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris (green polo) has been reelected to a 3-year term, in part because no opponent filed to run 
against him for the city’s at large council seat. Harris said he will focus on parks and working cooperatively with Harris, Fort 
Bend and Waller counties to address challenges facing the city. 

the same pimp.”
The operation spanned a 5-day period 

from Jan. 21 to Jan. 25 with a command 
post of 60 to 80 people stationed out of a 
Goose Creek ISD facility in eastern Harris 
County, Sandoval said. A variety of law 
enforcement agencies including local 
agencies in the Greater Houston Area, 
state agencies such as DPS and federal 
agencies such as the FBI participated in 
the investigation which was an initiative 
of the Human Trafficking Rescue Alliance. 
The operation also included nonprofits 
and social services organizations such as 
Texas Forensic Nursing Examiners and 
YMCA International, Sandoval said. 

The operation resulted in 32 arrests 
and 39 charges, HCSO officials said. 
Names and mugshots of those arrested in 
the operation were not released due to an 
ongoing investigation, they added.

Victims rescued from captivity in 
what Sandoval described as “modern day 
slavery” and had been forced into pros-
titution were arrested because it allowed 
law enforcement to connect them with 
services to address the traumas they had 
been subjected to, Sandoval said. 

“When it came to those charged with 
engaging in prostitution, we recognize 
that those who are selling their bodies for 
sex almost always are victims,” Sandoval 
said. “… Some of these victims suffer from 
substance abuse. Many live lives of un-
ending physical and psychological abuse, 
so imagine if you were regularly beaten, 
raped and deprived of food and nour-
ishment because you didn’t want to do 
what your abusers or your captors wanted 
you to do. How long would it take you to 
understand that you have to realize that 
you need to do it in order to eat and not 
be beaten? Therefore, you decide to do it, 
you do it reluctantly, and you do it to keep 
from being beaten and [so] you can eat.”

The operation was led by Sgt. Marty 
Kuehn of the HCSO Human Trafficking 
Unit who presented a plaque to Goose 
Creek ISD officials for the district’s as-
sistance in the investigation and briefed 
reporters on the operation.

“Operational details are usually very 
limited so I won’t be speaking in great 
detail for the integrity of the operation 
and future operations,” Kuehn said at the 
beginning of his remarks. 

Three of the six victims identified in the 
operation were 17 years old, Kuehn said. 

However, other law enforcement agen-
cies from around the state were on hand 
during the investigation to observe the 
task force’s operation to be implemented 
in other parts of the state, Kuehn said. 

Generally, Operation Kickoff 2020 

consisted of undercover officers solicit-
ing potential human trafficking victims 
through social media and other means, 
Kuehn said. The victim would then show 
up for arranged rendezvous. The victims 
are ordinarily escorted by a pimp or 
someone assigned to deliver them to the 
rendezvous and then the investigation 
determines their level of involvement, he 
said. 

Now that the operation is complete, 
law enforcement is turning the cases over 
to the Harris County District Attorney’s 
Office with as much evidence as possible, 
Sandoval said. 

“We will be seeking long prison sen-
tences and jury trials to hold trafficking 
offenders accountable,” said Human Traf-
ficking Section Chief Johna Stallings of the 
Harris County District Attorney’s Office.

“Many times in our investigations, 
that’s where we come across our traf-
ficking and compelling [prostitution] 
charges,” Kuehn said. 

All of the speakers at the press con-
ference said that it was important to 
recognize the partnerships and scope of 
the operation in order to bring the human 
traffickers identified in the investigation 
to justice. That includes members of the 
public who suspect something is wrong, 
law enforcement agencies, businesses 
that support law enforcement’s efforts, 
nonprofits and other community resourc-
es, Sandoval said.

“I would just like to thank all of our 
partners. These operations are major 
operations. One agency can’t just do it,” 
Kuehn said. 

OPERATION KICKOFF 
2020 STATS

From Jan. 21-25, Operation 
Kickoff 2020 conducted an 
investigation that led to: 

• 32 arrests
• 3 individuals who made

outcries of human trafficking
• 39 charges levied
• 22 charges of prostitution
• 3 charges of compelling

prostitution
• 1 charge of aggravated

compelling prostitution
• 5 charges of promotion of

prostitution
• 1 charge of aggravated

promotion of prostitution
• 3 charges of human trafficking
• 1 weapons charge
• Multiple warrants
• 1 drug charge

from page A1
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at 12:55, and a lot of parents or 
people that were driving around 
out here actually thought they 
were evacuating because of this 
particular situation.”

Mayde Creek Junior High 
has cancelled a Valentine’s 
Day dance that was originally 
scheduled for Friday evening. 
Students that paid for dance 
tickets will either get to attend 
a rescheduled dance, if that 
avenue is pursued, or will have 
their tickets refunded, DiPetta 
said.  

The phone that caused the 
situation was being held as 
evidence for the Fire Marshall’s 
Office’s investigation, DiPetta 
said. The school does not have a 
record of what brand or model 
of phone caused the incident 
which sent the students to the 
hospital.

Students were not identified 
by the district or Texas Children’s 
Hospital to protect their privacy.

from page A1
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BATTERY SAFETY 101
Batteries are useful household objects that 

Americans use every day to power devices 
and make life convenient, but the chemicals 
in them and their potential to cause fires or 
injuries make it important to follow some 
basic safety tips. The Consumer Technology 
Association recommends following the tips 
below: 

• Do not damage batteries by attempting 
to crush, puncture, heat up or dismantle them

• Do not keep batteries in pockets or 
purses where they may come in contact with 
metallic objects

• Replace all batteries at the same time in a 
device that uses multiple energy cells

• Make sure battery recharge terminals/
connections are clean prior to charging

• Review all warnings and only use correct 
battery for the device being used

• Always dispose of batteries as instructed 
by your waste services provider

• Do not modify or attempt to replace 
batteries built into a device

• Do not attempt to charge non-
rechargeable batteries

• Keep batteries away from small children



OPINION

W ho doesn’t like 
a good meme? 
Usually, by the 

time I learn about one, the 
internet has moved on to 
the next 522 memes of the 
week. Right now, my favorite 
one has to be “you had one 
job,” in which people share 
photos of the result of an 
obvious blunder made by 
someone whose job it was 
to get it right, but, alas, that 
person found a way to mess 
it up. It would be as if my job 
was to write about grammar, 
but instead, I chose to write 
about internet memes for an 
entire article.

Conjunctive adverbs 
have one job: they connect 
words, phrases and clauses 
to provide clarification for 
what the writer or speaker is 
saying. If someone told you 
that you had a bad case of 
conjunctive adverbs, you’d 
probably go to the doctor 
to get it checked; however, 
that’s not their purpose at all. 

I just illustrated my point. 
In the last sentence of the 
previous paragraph, the 
word “however” is a con-
junctive adverb. Other exam-
ples include “moreover,” 
“hence,” “consequently,” 
“likewise,” “therefore,” and 
“nonetheless.” Whenever a 
conjunctive adverb connects 
two complete ideas, the 
modifier requires a semico-
lon before it.

Here’s another telltale 

sign of a conjunctive adverb: 
commas. Indeed, conjunc-
tive adverbs pair well with 
punchy punctuation. Con-
junctive adverbs introduce, 
interrupt, or conclude a 
main clause. Accordingly, 
here are some examples: “I 
should have been sleeping. 
Instead, our two-year-old 
was kicking my back in our 
bed all night.” Here’s a re-
al-life example from Senator 
Mitch McConnell: “Senator 
Warren was giving a lengthy 
speech. She had appeared 
to violate the rule. She was 
warned. She was given an 
explanation. Nevertheless, 
she persisted.”

Finally, if a conjunctive 
adverb injects a rather 
weak break or interruption, 
don’t add a comma: “Byron 
couldn’t find any nacho 
cheese at the store. He will 
therefore eat dry tortilla 
chips tonight.” “My two-year-
old kicked me in the back 
until I scooted to the edge of 
the bed. She’s a notoriously 
nocturnal bully indeed.” If 
your interruption is mild, 

don’t go wild by adding 
commas.

I like conjunctive ad-
verbs. They connect ideas to 
allow us to clarify our point 
of view. Because of this, con-
sequently, I recommend you 
recognize conjunctive ad-

verbs and appreciate them 
the next time you see or hear 
one out in the real world.

Curtis Honeycutt is an 
award-winning syndicated hu-
mor columnist. Connect with 
him on Twitter (@curtishoney-
cutt) or at curtishoneycutt.com.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

SUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Expression of disgust
 4. A place to unwind
 7. A type of cooking range
 8. Grasp tightly
10. Sea eagles
12. Carb dish
13. Late-night host
14. Revolutions per minute
16. Indicates odd or erroneous
17. FDR’s military chief of staff
19. Swiss river
20. Norwegian district and 
river
21. A form of motivation
25. Car mechanics group
26. Once a must-have home 
theater accessory
27. Broken branch
29. Apple and pumpkin are 
two
30. Skeletal muscle
31. Small Eurasian deer
32. Tight-lipped fellow
39. Comes after a cut
41. A place one lives
42. Cognizant of
43. Albanian monetary unit
44. Carrot’s partner
45. Famed garden
46. Chilean seaport
48. Days (Spanish)
49. Sudden anxiety
50. 100 square meters
51. A type of beer
52. French/Belgian river

CLUES DOWN
 1. Spanish dish
 2. Concurs

 3. __and her sisters
 4. Patti Hearst’s captors
 5. Used to refer to cited works
 6. A state of excited movement
 8. Advertising term (abbr.)
 9. Nocturnal S. American 
rodent
11. New York art district
14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
15. Pre-release viewing
18. Northwestern Canadian 
territory (abbr.)
19. Consumed
20. Falters
22. Radioactive form of an 
element
23. Catch a wrongdoer
24. Breeze through
27. Thick piece of something
28. Yellowish-brown color
29. “The Raven” poet
31. Rural free delivery (abbr.)
32. Creating
33. Supervises flying
34. Northwestern state
35. Was obligated to repay
36. Diverging in lines from a 
common center
37. Bleak
38. We all have them
39. Hit with the palm of one’s 
hand
40. Sea that’s part of the 
western Pacific
44. Political action committee
47. Famed Spanish soldier 
El __
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CURTIS 
HONEYCUTT
GRAMMAR GUY

Nevertheless, you had one job

T he roof fell in on the church I started attending
The collapse occurred after I’d been coming 

only a couple of weeks. While I have not always 
been a regular church-
goer, I thought this was 
kind of an over-the-top 
response to my unex-
pected appearance in 
church. 

The collapse was 
pretty serious, as it 
turned out. Several 
roof joists snapped 
and the rest were badly 
compromised and we were not permitted to return 
to the sanctuary. So, services had to be held in the 
basement (which was not directly underneath). The roof 
came down in January—of last year—we are still in the 
basement. 

“What’s our word for the year?” one of the church’s 
two pastors would ask at the start of every service.

“Flexibility!” the congregation would reply, in unison. 
It might have been my imagination but I sensed that a 

fair portion of the parishioners felt that yoga class would 
be a better place to practice this than church.

The first few weeks were a bit disorienting. The 
basement is long and narrow so it was hard to know how 
to set up the folding chairs. One arrangement was tried 
the first week but when we arrived the second week, the 
chairs were in an entirely new set-up. Older parishioners 
would enter the room and stand for several long mo-
ments, surveying the landscape, to get their bearings. 

When the formation of the building committee was 
announced, there were plenty of eager volunteers. The 
thing about church committees is that they almost al-
ways involve: 1) cooking something, 2) visiting very sick 
people or, 3) asking people for money. 

No one actually likes going to the hospital or asking 
for money and going to battle with an insurance com-
pany beats making a tuna noodle casserole any day of 
the week. But, as the months went by, I began to worry 
that this committee was, perhaps, having just a little too 
much fun. They spent months going back and forth with 
the insurance adjustors and the committee chairman 
became a minor celebrity. He’d announce who’d won 
the latest round in church and folks would cheer as if it 
were some new kind of competitive sport. 

Apparently, we are now getting close.
The project grew, as projects like this almost always 

do. The pews were in need of refinishing and the radia-
tors needed an upgrade and the lighting was pretty badly 
damaged when the roof dropped down like the under-
side of a boat. 

“I think we’ll be in for Easter!” the chairman an-
nounced. That will be sixteen months after the collapse, 
and far longer, I am sure, than anyone imagined it would 
be. 

On the way out last Sunday, I looked at the pews, 
lined up in the narthex with a new coat of stain and 
brand-new cushions on them. It’s going to be nice, no 
question. 

But I wondered if I would be the only one to feel a 
little nostalgic for our year of “flexibility.” I wondered 
if joining this new church would have been as rich an 
experience if I’d been comfortably sitting in a pew the 
whole time. 

Every week, we’ve had to move and adapt to change. 
Every week, the church has faced the challenge of how 
it can fit everyone in and still accomplish its many other 
functions the other six days of the week. Every week 
the congregation has had to work together in ways they 
never have before. 

While I’m certainly not wishing for the roof to fall in 
on anyone, I’m not sure it’s been such a bad thing. 

Till next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir is called, “Blue Yarn.” Learn 
more at CarrieClasson.com.

CARRIE 
CLASSON
THE  
POSTSCRIPT

Raising the 
roof back up
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By EDGAR WALTERS
TEXAS TRIBUNE

The state of Texas is 
trying to give away a busi-
ness opportunity valued at 
roughly $10 billion. To win, 
all an applicant has to do is 
score highly on something 
like a standardized test.

The applicants — in 
this case, health insurance 
companies vying for a 
chance to collect premiums 
for covering elderly, blind 
or disabled adults in the 
state’s Medicaid program 
— spent months answering 
test questions that spanned 
almost 60 pages, comprising 
mostly essay prompts and a 
few true-false questions.

There’s just one problem, 
according to some of the test 
takers: More than 30 people 
were responsible for eval-
uating the responses, and 
they couldn’t even agree on 
the answers to the true-false 
questions, let alone the 
more subjective ones.

More than half a dozen 
health insurers — a group 
that includes multibil-
lion-dollar corporations 
as well as local, nonprofit 
health plans — are protest-
ing the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commis-
sion’s awarding of contracts 
in Medicaid’s STAR+PLUS 
program on the grounds that 
the scoring process simply 
made no sense.

“The manner of scoring 
proposals was irrational, 
arbitrary, and failed to com-
ply” with state law, lawyers 
for Amerigroup wrote. Cig-
na’s legal team argued that 
the health commission’s 
“reliance solely on technical 
scores was unreliable due to 
failures of certain evaluators 
to meaningfully evaluate the 
proposals.”

They’re hoping for an 
intervention from Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Executive Commissioner 
Courtney Phillips, who 
announced this week she 
will resign in March and 
has remained mum about 
the contract decisions. A 
spokesperson for the agency 
declined to comment for 
this story.

The STAR+PLUS dispute 
is the latest in a high-stakes 
game of government con-
tracting, in which billions 
of dollars are on the table 
for companies looking to 
manage the health care of 
some of the most vulner-
able Texans. The Texas 
Health and Human Services 
Commission announced 
tentative contract winners in 
October, but the final deci-
sion has been tied up amid a 
lengthy appeals process and 
an ongoing lawsuit.

About 530,000 Texans 
with complex and ex-
pensive health problems 
receive coverage through 
STAR+PLUS, and the con-
tract application under-
scores the expertise required 
to meet their needs.

One section asked 
insurers to describe how 
their nurse hotlines would 
field calls from distressed 
patients: “A Member states 
she has had incidences of 
low blood sugar at night for 
several weeks. Her husband, 
with whom she lives, is on 
hospice care.”

Another section invoked 
hypothetical patients like 

“Ben,” a 21-year-old with 
a traumatic brain injury 
who needs a new home but 
has problems like “hitting, 
punching, scratching, 
pinching, and spitting at 
others multiple times a day, 
hitting himself in the head, 
slapping his legs, acting de-
fiant, and smearing feces.”

A team of 33 grad-
ers assigned scores of 1 
through 10 to the applicants’ 
responses. The top two or 
three scorers in each region 
of the state were chosen to 
receive contracts.

Most questions were 
complex and open to sub-
jective opinion, but some 
were straightforward: Did 
the health plan indicate 
which areas of Texas it 
wants to operate in? Did its 
answers run over the page 
limit?

Even straightforward 
questions sometimes yield-
ed conflicting scores from 
the Health and Human 
Services Commission.

Question 245 asked 
health commission graders 
to note whether an insur-
ance plan had ever been 
sanctioned for its market-
ing practices — and if so, 
to award no points for that 
question. Publicly posted 
documents on the health 
agency’s website indicate 
that UnitedHealthcare was 
fined $100 for “prohibited 
marketing practices” in fis-
cal year 2017, yet the com-
pany received full points.

Another example: Moli-
na submitted two appli-
cations, one for its health 
maintenance organization 
plan (Molina Healthcare 
of Texas) and another 

for its exclusive provider 
organization plan (Moli-
na Healthcare Insurance 
Company). There was 
significant overlap in the 
responses, many of which 
were word-for-word copies. 
But in at least 25 cases, 
scorers assigned each plan 
a different grade for the 
same response.

Sometimes, scorers 
apparently disagreed 
about whether the health 
insurance companies 
even attached necessary 
paperwork. One evaluator 
gave WellCare 8 out of 10 
points on a question about 
the company’s “valued 
added services statement.” 
“Response clearly satisfies 
requirements,” the scorer 
wrote. A second scorer who 
evaluated it wrote that he 
or she couldn’t find the 
document.

The final scores for the 
health plans fell within a 
handful of points, meaning 
that even small discrep-
ancies could significantly 
change which health plans 
were chosen for awards.

The procurement pro-
cess for STAR+PLUS, the 
costliest of the state’s pri-
vatized Medicaid programs, 
has been rocky from the 
start. The state first asked 
health insurers to submit 
business proposals in 
March 2018 but then halted 
and restarted the process 
two times, finally requiring 

proposals to be submitted 
in November 2018.

Nearly a year passed 
before the health commis-
sion publicly announced its 
list of winners. But records 
later released by the health 
commission raised eye-
brows when it became clear 
that the list of high scorers 
changed significantly shortly 
before the awards were 
announced. The changes 
appeared to benefit United-
Healthcare in particular.

A September 2019 memo 
released by the agency 
recommended that Unit-
edHealthcare, based on its 
application scores, receive 
contracts in four regions of 
the state. By October, that 
number had increased to 
nine.

Meanwhile, Amerigroup 
and Molina lost the health 
commission’s endorsement 
in two and three regions, 
respectively. The agency 
has declined to say why 
some health plans’ scores 
changed.

Notably, two nonprofit 
health plans — the Houston 
region’s Community Health 
Choice and San Antonio’s 
Community First Health 
plans — never made the 
list of winners. Those plans 
have argued in court that 
they were unfairly excluded 
because Texas law requires 
the state to enter into 
“mandatory contracts” with 
nonprofit health insurers 

that are owned and operated 
by local hospital districts. 
A judge ruled in favor of 
Community Health Choice 
last week, ordering the state 
to change its list of contract 
winners.

The Texas Health and 
Human Services Com-
mission is no stranger to 
controversy surrounding 
its high-dollar contracting 
processes. In 2018, the 
Texas State Auditor’s Office 
examined 28 of the health 
commission’s procurements 
and found significant errors 
in the agency’s evaluations 
of all of them.

Earlier that year, Charles 
Smith, who was the agency’s 
executive commissioner, 
stepped down after the 
agency made scoring errors 
in health plans’ applications 
to administer the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. 
Gov. Greg Abbott publicly 
criticized Smith’s “failure to 
ensure the integrity” of the 
state’s procurement process.

Disclosure: Amerigroup, 
United Healthcare and 
Community Health Choice 
have been financial support-
ers of The Texas Tribune, a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
organization that is funded 
in part by donations from 
members, foundations and 
corporate sponsors. Finan-
cial supporters play no role 
in the Tribune’s journalism. 
Find a complete list of them 
here.

Winners improperly picked for contracts

LAURA SKELDING FOR TEXAS TRIBUNE

The Brown Heatly Health and Human Services Building in Austin. 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. CHRISTOPHER R. DUNCAN

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

713-429-4408
Appliances Made Perfect

Appliance Repair
All Makes and Models

BBB A+ Rating

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Usually Open: Wed-Fri:   2-6 PM

Sat: 10-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy., TX 
(ad revised: 01/03/20)

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

Dennis D Teeter Sr. was born in Cedar Rapids, IA on May 9th, 1945, 
and passed on February 4th, 2020.  He is survived by his wife of 47 
years, Susie Teeter and their three children, Amanda (Carrie), Jennifer 
(David and two daughters Victoria 
and Alexandra), and Dennis Jr. 
(Bethan and their daughter Carys).  
He graduated the University of Iowa 
Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies 
in 1967.  He continued his academic 
career at the University of Iowa School 
of Law, where he was Order of the 
Coiff and Editor of the Law School 
Review, graduating in May 1970. In 
June 1970, he entered the United 
States Air Force as a Captain, serving 
the Judge Advocate General’s Office, 
and was honorably discharged as 
Staff Judge Advocate June 30th, 1974. 
Dennis practiced law in the Greater 
Houston Area for over 40 years, and 
retired after a distinguished career 
January 1st, 2012.  His legal career included prestigious firms such as 
Childs, Fortenbach, Beck and Guyton, and he retired from Century Air 
Conditioning and Supply as General Council. He maintained licenses 
for the Iowa and Texas State Bars.

He was a devoted husband to Susie, where they filled their time 
exploring the world, engaging in games and activities, and supporting 
Man U soccer.  He loved Halloween, all music, was an avid yard man, 
known as a bit of a pool shark, and amateur Motorcross racer.  He was 
an excellent father, never missing a child’s extracurricular activity and, 
above all, always put his family first.  He extending his love and presence 
to his granddaughters, with slumber parties, movies and games.  

In lieu of flowers, please send any donations of time or monies to 
the charity of your choice in his honor. He will be missed and loved, but 
never forgotten.

Dr. Harvey Willard Sturdevant, Jr., 71, of Katy, TX 
passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his 
loving family on February 6, 2020.

He was born in Provo, Utah on April 21, 1948 to 
parents Harvey Willard Stur-
devant and Mary Carol (Leigh) 
Sturdevant.  He was the middle 
sibling to older sister Brenda and 
younger brother Lawnie.  As the 
son of a U.S. Navy Ace Fighter 
Jet Pilot, his family moved often 
throughout his childhood before 
settling down in Norman, OK.  He 
made many loyal friends along 
the way, many of which he re-
mained close to until his passing.   

He attended the University of 
Oklahoma in Norman, OK and 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Mathematics in 1971.  While 
attending college, he was a 
devoted member of The Gam-
ma-Kappa Chapter of the Kappa 
Sigma fraternity, where he served 
as Grand Master in 1970.  Shortly 
after, he moved to Houston, TX to pursue graduate 
studies and earned his Doctor of Optometry degree 
at the University of Houston College of Optometry 
in 1975.

In September 1978, he established Spring 
Woods Eye Center in Houston, TX and ran a suc-
cessful business as an Optometrist for over 41 years 
until his retirement in October 2019.  He was very 
passionate about his career and considered it a 
dream job to be able to provide quality eye care for 
generations of families. During this time, he mar-
ried, started a family, and settled down in Katy, TX.  

In 1981 and 1985, he became the proud father of his 
two sons, Adam and Todd.  He considered it a true 
honor to be their father and raise them.  Later in 
life, he married his longtime companion, Betty, and 

they remained by each other’s 
side until his passing.  

In his spare time, he enjoyed 
many hobbies and recreational 
activities.  He especially enjoyed 
water skiing and boating on Lake 
Travis and Lake Conroe, scuba 
diving in Belize and Cozumel, 
playing racquetball, swimming 
and grilling in his backyard, and 
watching OU football.  He was 
an active member of several 
professional optometry organiza-
tions, including the Harris County 
Optometric Society and the Texas 
Optometric Association, and 
attended Sunday services at Grace 
Fellowship Church in Katy, TX.  
He was known for being a loving 
father and husband, loyal friend, 
compassionate practitioner, and 

having a genuine, big heart.
He is proceeded in death by his parents Harvey 

Willard Sturdevant and Mary Carol (Leigh) Stur-
devant and nephew Jacob Costa.

He is survived by his wife, Betty (Coneway) Stur-
devant of Katy, TX; son Adam Sturdevant of Katy, 
TX; son Todd Sturdevant of Katy, TX; sister Brenda 
(Sturdevant) Sandler of Plano, TX; brother Lawnie 
Sturdevant of San Miguel de Allende, Mexico; and 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins.

A Celebration of Life will be held at a later date 
and time. 

DENNIS D TEETER SR.
1945-2020 DR. HARVEY WILLARD  

STURDEVANT, JR.
1948-2020



2019-20 KATY 
AREA VARSITY 

SPORTS RESULTS 
& SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY 14

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Tompkins 53, Seven 

Lakes 43
• Morton Ranch 94, 

Taylor 72
• Mayde Creek 63, Cinco 

Ranch 47
• Paetow 53, College 

Station 36
BOYS SOCCER

• Cinco Ranch 3, Katy 0
• Seven Lakes 1, Mayde 

Creek 0
• Tompkins 4, Taylor 0
• Paetow 1, Bryan Rudder 1

GIRLS SOCCER
• Bryan Rudder 7, Paetow 1

MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 17
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Class 6A Bi-District 
Playoffs

• Fort Bend Bush 54, 
Katy 39

• Fort Bend Dulles 47, 
Cinco Ranch 43

TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 18
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Class 6A Bi-District 
Playoffs

• Tompkins 57, Fort Bend 
Travis 40

• Ridge Point 46, Seven 
Lakes 25

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Taylor 74, Katy 72
• Cinco Ranch 68, Seven 

Lakes 64
• Morton Ranch 87, 

Mayde Creek 64
• Paetow 89, Magnolia 

West 44
BOYS SOCCER

• Cinco Ranch 2, Taylor 0
• Morton Ranch 4, Katy 3
• Tompkins 1, Mayde 

Creek 0
• Paetow at A&M 

Consolidated, N/A
GIRLS SOCCER

• Katy 0, Morton Ranch 0
• Tompkins 5, Mayde 

Creek 0
• Cinco Ranch 1, Taylor 1
• A&M Consolidated 5, 

Paetow 0

THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 20

SOFTBALL
• Fulshear at Katy, 9 a.m.; 

Klein Collins at Katy, 4 
p.m.; Texas City at Katy, 
5:45 p.m.

• Stratford at Morton 
Ranch, 9 a.m.; Sealy 
at Morton Ranch, 4 
p.m.; Liberty at Morton 
Ranch, 5:45 p.m.

• George Ranch at 
Seven Lakes, 9 a.m.; 
Northbrook at Seven 
Lakes, 12:30 p.m.

• Dulles at Taylor, 9 a.m.; 
Boling at Taylor, 12:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
BOYS SOCCER

• Mayde Creek at Cinco 
Ranch, 7:30 p.m.

• Taylor at Morton Ranch, 
7:30 p.m.

• Seven Lakes at 
Tompkins, at Legacy 
Stadium, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Cinco Ranch at Mayde 

Creek, 7:30 p.m.
• Morton Ranch at Taylor, 

7:30 p.m.
• Tompkins at Seven 

Lakes, 7:30 p.m.
SOFTBALL

• George Ranch at Katy, 
6:30 p.m.

• Sealy at Morton Ranch, 
6 p.m.

• Humble at Taylor, 6:15 p.m.
• Paetow at Kempner, 6 p.m.
• Seven Lakes at 

Langham Creek, 6:15 p.m.

KATY BOYS WIN 5TH STRAIGHT 
REGIONAL WRESTLING TITLE, see page B3 SPORTS B1THE KATY TIMES
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KATYTIMES.COM

Call Today!
281-394-0031

February BOGO! 
Get a new furnace for $1869 (normally $5418)

with the purchase of a high efficiency
air conditioning system!

Only 21 furnaces available while quantities last.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Expires 3/1/20.

TACLA11315EGoBVS.com

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Emma Sticklen has no idea why 
she’s so good at swimming.

“I literally don’t know,” the Tay-
lor High senior said. “I’m so short!”

Sticklen assumes it’s genetics. 
She has a strong, physical build 
which she credits to her dad, who 
was a dominant weightlifter in high 
school. She’s good at “sprinty stuff.” 
She’s also a determined individual, 
eager to always set new goals and 
strive for more.

Whatever the reasons may be, 
Sticklen left a lasting legacy for the 
Mustangs in the final meet of her 
high school career at the UIL Class 
6A state swim meet on Saturday, 
Feb. 15 at the Lee and Joe Jamail 
Texas Swimming Center on the 
campus of the University of Texas in 
Austin.

Sticklen, who will be swim-
ming for the Longhorns in the fall, 
defended her state championship in 
the 100-yard backstroke, took home 
silver in the 100-yard butterfly, and 
helped the Mustangs’ 200-yard 
medley relay earn silver in leading 

Taylor’s girls team to a fourth-place 
overall finish at state.

“This year was different, being 
committed and signed to Texas, and 
I was able to feel at home,” Sticklen 
said. “This is where I’m going to 
be the next four years, which is so 
great. I was really comfortable. I 
really did try and leave everything 
out there, and I really think I did my 
best.”

Sticklen capped off a stellar 
high school career with three state 
championships in the last two years. 
Last year, she won gold in the 100 
butterfly with a state-record time of 
51.88 seconds and the 100 back-
stroke with a time of 53.01.

This season, Sticklen finished 
second in the 100 butterfly to 
friendly rival Lillie Nordmann of 
The Woodlands, but repeated as 
champ in the 100 backstroke with a 
time of 53.37.

“After getting second, I was like, 
‘OK, let’s go get this one,’” Sticklen 
said. “I might’ve not gotten any best 
times, but overall I’m super happy 
with the way everything went. My 
team and I had a ton of fun, and I 
was really happy to make the most 

of my last state and last high school 
meet.

“It’s really bittersweet. But I was 
like, ‘It’s OK, guys, I’ll literally be at 
this pool if you need me.’”

Sticklen has been swimming 
since she was 5 years old. She 
admits she wasn’t very good then. 
She got frustrated quickly with being 
slow and not winning.

“I wanted those first-place 
ribbons. I wanted them so bad,” 
Sticklen said. “So, I was put in Katy 
Aquatics, a club team I’m still with 
today, because I wanted to start 
winning. I knew I’d have to practice 
a lot more. Plus, I loved to eat, so I 
needed exercise. I guess it all kind of 
worked out.”

That’s an understatement. Stick-
len is the seventh-ranked commit 
in the Class of 2020. Texas coach 
Carol Capitani raves about her star 
recruit’s potential.

Sticklen dominated the local 
scene. She is a four-time District 19-
6A Swimmer of the Meet honoree 
and was a clear star from the first 
day she walked into Mustangs coach 
Matt Apple’s office.

Sticklen wins state, leaves legacy

COURTESY

Taylor High senior and future Texas 
Longhorn Emma Sticklen flashes the 
‘Hook ’Em’ sign after defending her state 
championship in the 100-yard backstroke 
at the UIL Class 6A state swim meet on 
Feb. 15 in Austin.See STATE, page B3

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

The identity of Katy High’s 2019-20 boys 
basketball team is predicated upon actions, 
not words. That was never more evident 
than a change that altered the course of the 
Tigers’ season around Christmas time.

Needing a way to get some players more 
rest while sustaining rotations that could 
be productive on the court, coach Danny 
Russell went up to senior guard Chermane 
Sims—one of the team’s best scorers and a 
two-year varsity letterman—with an idea.

Russell thought Sims, a constant in the 
Tigers’ starting lineup up until that point, 
coming off the bench would be in the 
team’s best interest.

It turned out to be one of the easier 
player-coach conversations Russell has had 
in his eight years at the helm of Katy.

“It was actually really easy for me,” Sims 
said. “I just want to win. It’s not about me 
or how much playing time I get or how 
many points I score. I couldn’t care less. I 
just want to win. I feel like that’s why we’re 
in the position we are today. We don’t have 
any selfish guys on this team. Winning is all 
that matters.”

Russell reflects back on that switch as a 
significant turning point of the Tigers’ sea-
son, one that has produced a playoff berth 
for the first time since 2013-14.

“We used to have some bad stretches, 
and being able to bring (Chermane) in 
and then bring others in and out at cer-
tain times eliminated some of those bad 

BREAKING THROUGH
Tigers in playoffs for 1st time since ’13-14

MARK GOODMAN

Katy High sophomore guard Dayvaughn Froe skies for a layup during a district game against Tompkins earlier this season at 
Tompkins High.See STATE, page B3

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Tompkins freshman guard Loghan 
Johnson said she had some nerves prior 
to her first high school playoff game on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18.

It sure didn’t seem like it.
If there were, they came and went 

as quickly as Johnson does when she 
attacks the basket.

Johnson scored a game-high 21 points 
and added seven rebounds, three assists 
and four steals to lead the Falcons to a 57-40 
win over Fort Bend Travis in the Class 6A 
bi-district playoffs at the Merrell Center.

Tompkins improved to 34-3 overall 
and plays Cy-Fair in the area round on 
Friday. The Falcons are Katy ISD’s lone 
remaining team left in the postseason.

“There’s a bit of anxiety knowing this 
could be your last game, but it can also 
motivate you to do your best,” Johnson 
said.

Coach Tamatha Ray had no con-
cerns. She starts two freshmen—John-
son and post Fiyin Adeleye. Adeleye 
contributed 10 points, five rebounds 
and two blocks.

“They don’t know what they don’t 

Johnson, defense spur Tompkins to area

MARK GOODMAN

Tompkins freshman guard Loghan Johnson shoots during a Class 6A bi-district 
playoff game against Fort Bend Travis on Feb. 18 at the Merrell Center.See FALCONS, page B6
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We’ve been dedicated to the care 

of Texas’ children since 1954. 

From day-to-day management of 

common conditions to the most 

complex surgeries, we have the experience 

and the outcomes parents want for their child.  

Our West Campus is close by bringing you  

expertise in allergy and immunology, cardiology  

and pulmonary. And our focus on kids means 

we’re able to treat more pediatric conditions 
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Johnathan Baker and his parents, Bryan 
and Rolanda Lacy, moved to Katy from Atlanta, 
Georgia, when Baker was in the seventh grade.

From there, it didn’t take long for the young 
man to make his name in the area.

In the eighth grade at Katy Junior High, 
Baker won the district championship in the 
high jump. Two years later, he took second at 
the AAU Junior Olympics.

Last spring, in his junior year at Paetow 
High, Baker became the school’s first state 
champion in athletics by winning the long 
jump, setting a personal record by 20 inches 
with a jump of 24-feet, 10-inches.

On National Signing Day on Feb. 5, Baker 
saw the culmination of it all when he signed a 
full scholarship to compete in track and field at 
Arkansas. He is the first Paetow track and field 
athlete to sign a scholarship to compete at the 
college level.

“He’s a natural,” Bryan said of his son, who 
stands 6-foot-4 with impressive athleticism 
and length. “Anything he puts his mind to, he’s 
going to study it, then he’ll do it, and then he’ll 
succeed. He’s a machine. Once he sees some-
thing he likes, he goes for it.

“He’s very disciplined, so much so that it’s 
scary. Sports, homework, chores. He knows 
what he’s supposed to do. Everything is system-
atic for him. He takes care of business.”

Baker chose Arkansas for not only the 
coaches and atmosphere, but the education. 
He will major in business administration with a 
focus on entrepreneurship and wants to go into 
real state, following in Rolanda’s footsteps.

“Everything felt like home,” Baker said of 
Arkansas.

Recruiting for Baker picked up significantly 
after he won state last year. In high school, he 
has played three sports. His freshman year 
at Morton Ranch, he competed in track and 
basketball. Then when he got to Paetow his 
sophomore year, when the school opened in 
2017-18, he was looked at for football.

“Just walking down the hallways, all the 
coaches are trying to get their guys together, 
put together their teams,” Baker said. “(Paetow 
offensive coordinator) Coach (Joseph) Lon-
gacre catches up to me about wanting to join 
football. I gave it a try. I’d been wanting to try 
football because my dad played football, and 
I’ve been grinding and working at it ever since.”

Baker played receiver and was a dynamic 
contributor in Paetow going 8-3 in its second 
year of varsity football in 2019. He caught 32 

passes for 545 yards and 15 touchdowns, aver-
aging 17 yards per catch.

He has talked to Arkansas coaches abut 
potentially walking on to the football team.

“I think about it from time to time, but it’s 
really just about how I’ll feel once I get there,” 
Baker said about whether he’ll play football. “I 
don’t know what the college experience is like 
yet, but once I get adjusted and everything, I’ll 
make that decision.”

Football helped Baker compete in track, 
as far as making him physically and mentally 
tougher. He is focused on defending his state 
championship. He has worked on getting his 
form right in the triple jump, perfecting his 
steps and getting to full speed down the run-
way at the right time.

“I’ve been watching film. I’ve been seeing 
stuff I could’ve fixed,” Baker said. “I could’ve 
gone to state in both triple jump and long 
jump, and probably won it in both. I know I 
have a lot of potential in being good and going 
back, so I’m really confident.”

Baker does not have a favorite sport be-
tween football or track, but the latter is the one 
he has been tied to longest. He started running 
track when he was 5 years old and has worked 
diligently ever since.

Coaches often tell Rolanda that they wish 
more of their athletes had Baker’s work ethic.

“I’m excited. My son has been working for 
this all his life,” Rolanda said. “Dedication, hard 
work. I never had to tell him anything or moti-
vate him. He did it on his own. Something he’s 
been doing since he came into this world has 
finally paid off, and this is just the beginning.”

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Conner Kinslow’s earliest memory 
of playing football was an awakening of 
sorts. It’s one that helped ignite his pas-
sion for the game.

“My dad made me stay after practice 
in peewee, because I was not apparently 
hitting hard enough,” Kinslow recalled. 
“He made me go through the Oklahoma 
drill against him until I actually tackled 
him, which took a good amount of time, 
to say the least.”

As a young kid, Kinslow could have 
strayed from the disciplined work. In-
stead, he embraced it.

“I just fell in love with the work and 
getting better as a player,” the Tompkins 
senior tight end/receiver said. “The sport 
is much more complex than just smack-
ing heads, and I really enjoy that part of 
the game.”

Kinslow’s work has been rewarded. 
On National Signing Day on Feb. 5, 
the 6-foot-5, 230-pounder signed with 
New Mexico. He picked the Lobos over 
preferred walk-on offers from Baylor and 
Arizona.

As bright off the field as he is on it, 
boasting a 4.03 GPA, Kinslow caught 13 
passes for 250 yards and three touch-
downs in nine games for the run-orient-
ed Falcons last year. He averaged 19.2 
yards per catch as Tompkins had its best 
season ever at 11-2.

“My four years at Tompkins were 
amazing,” Kinslow said. “I was surround-
ed by great coaches and other players 
that really helped me be, not only a better 
player, but a better man as well. I have 
been through a lot with this program and 
I really appreciate everything they have 
done for me.”

Kinslow recently talked to The Katy 
Times about his college choice and more.

Q: So what made New Mexico the 
right school for you?

A: It’s just a great opportunity. It’s a 
really good coaching staff that I 

think we can win a lot of games with and 
can develop me very well. I can’t wait to 
get to Albuquerque and get to work.

Q: What did New Mexico coaches tell 
you about what your role would 

be and what expectations are for you?

A: Well, the previous coaching staff 
only recruited junior college kids, 

so they have no underclassmen and 
a huge senior class. So, I will get the 

opportunity to play a ton very early on. 
They said my role is going to be similar to 
what I have been doing, lining up all over 
the field and creating mismatches.

Q: What do you plan to study at New 
Mexico?

A: I am not 100 percent sure yet, but 
I will most likely study mechanical 

engineering.

Q: You were part of a key revival for 
the Tompkins program the last 

couple of years. What are your thoughts 
about the legacy left behind as a key 
contributor for a senior class that helped 
put Tompkins on the map?

A: All we did was buy into the 
program our coaches had for us. 

Going from 0-9 to 10-3 and then 11-2 is 
not an easy task at all, and we, as a team, 
worked extremely hard towards being 
great. We put in a tremendous amount of 
time, and I feel that we established that 
as the bar for all the other classes after us.

Q: At what point did you realize 
football could be a ticket for you 

to college?

A: It was always a dream, and I would 
always go to camps and do really 

well. However, I wasn’t always this big, so 
this past spring was huge for me. A ton of 
colleges were coming through our school 
and I started picking up real attention.

Kinslow picks Lobos

COURTESY

Tompkins senior Conner Kinslow will compete in football 
at New Mexico.

DENNIS SILVA II

Paetow senior Johnathan Baker will compete in track and 
field at Arkansas.

Paetow’s Baker finds 
perfect fit at Arkansas
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Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

Donation
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NOW OPEN: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

DONATE TODAY! SAVE A LIFE TOMORROW

Schedule a free donation pick-up online at 
SAtruck.org or by calling 1-800-728-7825

Springfield Plaza
403 Grand Parkway S. Suite G Houston, TX 77494

Near Grand Parkway and I-10.
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Make it a handful.
Katy High’s boys wrestling team 

won its fifth consecutive regional 
championship on Saturday, Feb. 
15, besting second-place Seven 
Lakes by almost 100 points at the 
Region III-6A tournament at the 
Merrell Center.

“I don’t know that it’s sunk in,” 
coach Vinnie Lowe said. “I’ve been 
blessed these last five, seven years 
with kids that really buy in. They 
work hard and they set high expec-
tations for themselves. The kids, the 
families, the coaching staff. It just 
all seems to be coming together at 
the right time.”

The Tiger boys scored 221 
points. Terrific by any measure, 
but a wee bit short of the 225-point 
standard they had set.

“Our guys went in with a spe-
cific goal as a team, and they came 
pretty darn close point-wise,” Lowe 
said. “We stumbled a bit in the 
medal rounds, but those are tough 
matches.”

Senior Kishawn Higgins, and 
juniors Luke Holland and Truman 
Timmons won individual regional 
titles.

Higgins, a defending state 
champion, improved to 50-1 in his 
170-pound weight class.

“He’s a heck of an athlete,” Lowe 
said. “It’s amazing to watch what he 
can do when he gets out there on 
the mat. It’s almost like he surpris-
es me every time. He can still work 
on picking up the pace and staying 
after kids. We push trying to work 
hard throughout a match, keep 
the pace up and keep the scoring 
and aggression up. You’re trying to 
make conditioning be a factor for 
your opponent as well.”

Other Katy ISD boys individual 
regional champions were Taylor 
senior Curshawn Wilkins, Seven 
Lakes junior Joe Racicot and 
Tompkins junior Harris Masson.

The Spartans boys finished sec-
ond with 121.5 points, followed by 
Cypress Woods and Cinco Ranch 
tying for third with 113 points 
apiece.

On the girls’ side, Tomp-
kins continued its upstart pro-
gram-best season to win the 
regional girls team championship. 
The Falcons scored 140 points and 
qualified five of 10 weight classes 
to state.

“I was proud of our consistency 
over the last week of not letting 
the happiness or excitement of the 
district title derail us from what 
we were able to do this weekend,” 
Tompkins coach Derek Ankney 
said. “They’re starting to see how 

dangerous of a team they can be 
when they are focused. I don’t 
know if they realized at the start 
of the season just how strong they 
could be, but they have definitely 
come to see that now.”

Tompkins juniors Nicole Blinn, 
Kaitlyn Bryant and Lilly Broadrick 
won individual regional titles. 
They have a combined record of 
107-8.

“Their dedication to the craft 
is something,” Ankney said of his 
star junior trio. “The amount of 
time they put in outside of the 
season … it’s just been amazing. 
They grind, they work hard, and 
they’re seeing some of the fruits 
of their labor. I can’t say enough 
good things about the junior class 
in general.”

Other Katy ISD girls individual 

Tompkins’ girls wrestling team won the Region III-6A championship on Feb. 15 at the Merrell Center.

Katy boys, Tompkins girls best in region

COURTESY PHOTOS

Katy High’s boys wrestling team won its fifth straight regional championship at the Region III-6A 
tournament on Feb. 15 at the Merrell Center.

Paetow is sending four wrestlers to the Class 5A state tournament. From left to right: juniors John 
Abney, Brittney Galindo, Josiah Bernhardt and Jeremiah Marquez.

“In the most humble way possible, it’s re-
ally crazy that no one will probably do what 
I’ve done in a long time, or ever,” Sticklen 
said in reflecting upon her career at Taylor. 
“I’ve done everything I can to be the best I 
can be. Hopefully, when future swimmers 
that come through Taylor see my name 
on the record board at practice, they’ll see 

someone who worked really hard and was 
this really genuine person.”

Next up for Sticklen is preparing for the 
Olympic trials in June. Then it’s off to Austin 
to begin her career as a Longhorn.

“I’m excited to be around a group of girls 
that are faster than me and will push me and 
have the same goals as me,” she said. “One of 
my strongest points is how much fun I have 
and the confidence that comes with that. I’ve 
been confident because I’m one of the best 
swimmers in Texas, and just having fun and 

being able to show people that swimming 
doesn’t have to be who you are. Life doesn’t 
depend on how fast you go or how much 
time you drop. It’s about making memories 
and how you grow yourself as a person.”

The Mustangs’ 200 medley relay of Stick-
len, and juniors Amy Evans, Abbie Alvarez 
and Kat Pashen established a school record 
at the state meet with a time of 1-minute, 
42.99 seconds. Taylor senior Tyler Kopp 
earned silver in the 200-yard individual 
medley with a time of 1:47.95. Kopp also 

took bronze in the 500-yard freestyle with 
a time of 4:22.27 and helped the Mustangs’ 
200-yard medley relay to a bronze finish.

That relay of Kopp, freshman Patrick 
Spillman, senior Andrew Alcott and sopho-
more Andrew Lee set a school record with a 
time of 1:33.58.

Seven Lakes senior Seungjoon Ahn set 
two school records with his performance at 
state, with times of 1:37.85 in the 200-yard 
freestyle and 4:21.68 in the 500-yard free-
style. He won silver in both events.

from page B1
STATE

See WRESTLING, page B4

COURTESY PHOTOS

Taylor High’s girls swim team placed fourth overall at the UIL Class 6A state swim meet on Feb. 15 in Austin.

Seven Lakes senior Seungjoon Ahn set two school 
records with his performance at the UIL Class 6A 
state swim meet on Feb. 15 in Austin, with times of 
1:37.85 in the 200-yard freestyle and 4:21.68 in the 
500-yard freestyle. He won silver in both events.

Taylor senior Tyler Kopp earned silver in the 200-yard 
individual medley with a time of 1:47.95 at the UIL 
Class 6A state swim meet on Feb. 15 in Austin. Kopp 
also took bronze in the 500-yard freestyle with a 
time of 4:22.27 and helped the Mustangs’ 200-yard 
medley relay to a bronze finish.
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Call Today!
The Katy Times
281-391-3141 Here’s My Card

Your Ad Here!

Maid Services
I Will Keep Your House

 Clean FromWeek To Week!
Call Sage 

REFERENCES
281-744-5457

Cleaning Service

ONLY 
$30

Week!

• Handyman Services/Plumbing/HVAC/Electrical                       
• Heavy Duty Cleaning top to bottom
• Water/Fire/Mold Damage Restoration
• Painting/Drywall
• Home/Offi  ce Remodeling
• Floor Stripping and waxing/Junk Removal
• Window Cleaning

Fully 
Insured

281-502-5686 
www. rstclasscleaningpro.com $25.00 OFF First Time 

Customers

Cleaning Service

Only $30 Per Week

Call Debbie to reserve
your space at

281-391-3141

regional champions were Morton Ranch 
senior Jordan Suarez, Mayde Creek senior Il-
lyauna Martinez, Morton Ranch sophomore 
Natalie Vasquez and Cinco Ranch junior 
Isabella Walsh.

Martinez was named the tournament’s 
Most Outstanding Wrestler.

Morton Ranch’s girls finished in second 
with 127 points, followed by Cypress Park in 
third with 86.5, Seven Lakes in fourth with 
78 and Mayde Creek in fifth with 59.

Katy’s boys and Tompkins’ girls each 
won their respective District 9-6A cham-
pionships the previous week, making it a 
clean sweep of the postseason so far for 
them.

Following is the Region 3-6A district 
champion in each weight class, along with 
their grade and season record. The top 
four individual placers in each weight class 
advance to the state meet.

Katy ISD 6A state qualifiers are in bold 
text.

BOYS
• 285: 1. Curshawn Wilkins, sr., Taylor, 

40-3; 2. Angel Robles Perdomo, sr., Cypress 
Woods; 3. Austin Stubbs, jr., George Ranch; 
4. Sylvester Villarreal, sr., Cypress Ridge.

• 220: 1. Derek Cole, sr., Brazoswood, 
32-2; 2. Daelon Clark, sr., Westside; 3. Bryan 
Gutierrez, sr., Cypress Park; 4. Larry Ever-
field, sr., Clear Lake.

• 195: 1. Joe Racicot, jr., Seven Lakes, 

41-5; 2. Jayden Turner, sr., Cinco Ranch; 3. 
Jeremiah Howard, jr., Cypress Creek; 4. Broc 
Marzetta, sr., Summer Creek.

• 182: 1. Marc Hawthorne, sr., Cypress 
Woods, 46-11; 2. Barto Radman, sr., Seven 
Lakes; 3. Lane Staton, jr., Cinco Ranch; 4. 
Luke Marvin, jr., George Ranch.

• 170: 1. Kishawn Higgins, sr., Katy, 50-1; 
2. Yuki Janvier, sr., Jersey Village; 3. Samad 
Al-Khatib, so., George Ranch; 4. Marvin Brew-
ster, jr., Cypress Woods.

• 160: 1. Harris Masson, jr. Tompkins, 35-
9; 2. Jacob Kelske, sr., Katy; 3. Lester Batres, 
jr., Kingwood; 4. Ethan Kallis, sr., Taylor.

• 152: 1. Caleb Mata, so., Clear Lake, 36-2; 
2. Ty Wright, sr., Katy; 3. David Latuff, sr., 
Cypress Woods; 4. Max Vuyk, sr., Tompkins.

• 145: 1. Truman Timmons, jr., Katy, 44-
11; 2. Jonathan Lizama, sr., Morton Ranch; 
3. Michael Amico, so., Seven Lakes; 4. Kon-
nor Wright, jr., Kingwood.

• 138: 1. Ian Sandoz, sr., Clear Brook, 37-4; 
2. Jireh Howard, sr., Cypress Creek; 3. Mason 
Wilke, jr. Tompkins; 4. Tomas Fuentes, so., 
Cinco Ranch.

• 132: 1. Luke Holland, jr., Katy, 43-9; 2. 
Michael Bone, so., Taylor; 3. Mikell Good-
win, so., Morton Ranch; 4. Luc Boucher, sr., 
Seven Lakes.

• 126: 1. Ruben Calderon, jr., Cypress Falls, 
45-3; 2. Cole Minnick, jr., Tompkins; 3. Tyler 
Sliman, sr., Katy; 4. Logan Long, jr., Clear 
Lake.

• 120: 1. Christian Lopez, sr., Westside, 
46-5; 2. Jackson Crandall, jr., Katy; 3. Ruben 
Moreno, jr., Morton Ranch; 4. Ian Blanchard, 
sr., Cypress Woods.

• 113: 1. Micah White, jr., Kingwood, 

42-4; 2. Xavior Harrell, so., Cypress Ranch; 3. 
Jeremy Manibog, fr., Katy; 4. Randy Pelayo, 
sr., Westside.

• 106: 1. Alexander Robeson-Moreira, fr., 
Cypress Ranch, 42-10; 2. Douglas Melrose, 
sr., Morton Ranch; 3. Phoenix Medra-
no-Martinez, fr., Katy; 4. Esai Deras, jr., 
Cinco Ranch.

GIRLS
• 215: 1. Callie Youngblood, jr., Bridge-

land, 29-5; 2. Melanie Oyervides, jr. Cypress 
Ridge; 3. Rewa Chababo, so., Mayde Creek; 
4. Chelsea Andrade, jr. Tompkins.

• 185: 1. Nicole Blinn, jr., Tompkins, 35-
5; 2. Nesmah Zahran, so., Taylor; 3. Kinsley 
Staggs, sr., Langham Creek; 4. Annmarie 
Janssen, so., Seven Lakes.

• 165: 1. Kaitlyn Bryant, jr., Tompkins, 
40-0; 2. Fahydat Bello, jr., Cypress Park; 3. 
Camryn Tresler, so., Clear Falls; 4. Alexandra 
Cisneros, jr., Bridgeland.

• 148: 1. Nia Miranda, sr., Cypress Ranch, 
44-1; 2. Mia Cayard, fr., Clear Lake; 3. Khadijah 
Sanusi, jr., Langham Creek; 4. Kailee McCarty, 
jr., Cypress Ridge

• 138: 1. Jordan Suarez, sr., Morton 
Ranch, 40-1; 2. Andrea Tamez, jr., Tomp-
kins; 3. Krista Garcia, sr., Seven Lakes; 4. 
Graycen Hall, jr., Katy.

• 128: 1. Illyauna Martinez, sr., Mayde 
Creek, 38-6; 2. Maryellen Lafferty, sr., Cypress 
Creek; 3. Desiree Briggs, sr., Morton Ranch; 
4. Deborah Hubbard, jr., Cypress Ridge.

• 119: 1. Lilly Broadrick, jr., Tompkins, 
32-3; 2. Didi Box, sr., Katy; 3. Blanca Cuevas, 
sr., Cy-Fair; 4. Jaia Ashley, sr., Jersey Village.

• 110: 1. Natalie Vasquez, so., Morton 

Ranch, 20-10; 2. Aliyah Trigueros, so., Cy-
Fair; 3. Nakeeya Blaze, jr., Jersey Village; 4. 
Joselin Hernandez, sr., Cinco Ranch.

• 102: 1. Amanda Mcaleavey, sr., Cypress 
Park, 34-0; 2. Brittany Cotter, jr., Morton 
Ranch; 3. Endygo Scott, sr., Cypress Park; 4. 
Zhivanna Magdaleno, so., Clear Springs.

• 95: 1. Isabella Walsh, jr., Cinco Ranch, 
30-11; 2. Rachel Cotter, fr., Morton Ranch; 
3. Dana Ruiz, sr., Cypress Park; 4. Daniella 
Bradley Jimenez, jr., Cypress Woods.

At the Region III-5A championships on 
Feb. 15 in Pflugerville, Paetow’s girls team 
finished eighth with a score of 61 points. The 
Panther boys finished 13th with a score of 
59.

Still, Paetow is sending four representa-
tives to the state tournament.

Junior Josiah Bernhardt finished second 
in his 152 class. Bernhardt fell to Lucas Love-
joy’s Alex Vislosky in the first-place match 
and is 33-5 this season.

Junior John Abney is also going to state. 
He placed fourth in his 126 class and im-
proved to 24-9. Junior Jeremiah Marquez, 
too, fourth in his 195 class. He is 23-8 this 
season.

Panthers junior Brittney Galindo qual-
ified for state in her 102 class by finishing 
third and is the first Panther girls wrestler 
to make it to state. She topped Carrollton 
Creekview’s Avery Campbell in the third-
place match via 8-7 decision. Galindo is 32-6 
this season.

In all, Katy ISD will send 31 boys and 20 
girls to the state tournament held Feb. 21-22 
at the Berry Center in Cypress.

from page B3
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Defense, depth and energy. Perhaps 
not necessarily in that order, but those 
are the not-so-secret ingredients to the 
rise of Paetow’s boys basketball team 
in just its second year of varsity play.

After missing the playoffs by one 
game last season, the Panthers wel-
comed a new head coach in Michael 
Niemi, who spent the previous two 
seasons at Kempner High. Niemi 
brought discipline and a needed sem-
blance of fun.

“We can be ourselves,” senior Joel 
Delva Jr. said. “We can laugh and joke 
and have fun on the court. It’s a relief. 
Basketball is supposed to be fun, en-
joyable. Coach makes the game fun.”

Two head coaches in two years of 
varsity is not a simple acclimation for 
young players hungry to establish a 
winning program. Fortunately, they 
bought in quickly.

“A lot of hard work. A lot of dedica-
tion. A lot of discipline,” Delva Jr. said. 
“We adjusted fast to a new coach. We 
processed a lot of new information and 
we learned off of him. He came off the 
right way and we accepted him fast.”

Very fast. The Panthers are 26-7 
overall, recently ran off 16 consecutive 
wins, are in the playoffs for the first 
time, and earned a share of the District 
19-5A championship after finishing 
13-1.

“We’re trying to set a standard 
around here, so the younger guys can 
see what it means to take care of each 
other, play as a team and continue to 
get better,” senior D’Aundrey Guest 
said. “It’s a lot of trust and belief in one 
another.”

The Panthers are not different 
in identity. They still want to press 
defensively, force turnovers and play 
an open game offensively. What Niemi 
did was emphasize a sense of account-
ability and professionalism in the way 
players went about things.

It all starts with defense, where 
Niemi encouraged tighter man-to-man 
principles to help his team generate 
pace in that scheme. It’s worked. In 
district play, the Panthers are surren-
dering just 51.8 points per game.

“It was about discipline defensive-
ly,” Niemi said. “Last year, they got up 
and they pressured, and they did a 
lot of zone trapping and they tried to 
make people play fast. For us, the men-
tality was to do some of those things, 
but get them incorporated into a more 
disciplined man-to-man with some 
traps. Pick up the activity and see if we 

can create pace off our man defense. 
That was our focus.”

The Panthers can play that way that 
because of their depth. Niemi can sub 
five-in, five-out and not skip a beat.

For instance, in Paetow’s 53-36 win 
over College Station on Feb. 14, the 
Panthers’ second unit sparked the rout. 
After a sluggish first few minutes by 
the starting lineup, sophomores Elijah 
Roberts, Trevor Frank and Charles 
Chuckwu, and junior Jayden Mc-
Cullough, among others, came off the 
bench a little more than halfway into 
the first quarter and made a discern-
ible impact with their energy, athleti-
cism and length.

“When you come off the bench, 
you’ve got a responsibility to pick up 
the team,” said Roberts, generally a 
starter. “We have a lot of depth, and 
we know we’ve got to pick up the slack 
and get the team going. We can’t afford 
to have a drop-off when the starters 
are out.”

Roberts led the Panthers’ scoring 
with 11 points. Frank added nine on a 
trio of 3-pointers in the third quarter.

“We have a lot of guys who know 
our roles,” Frank said. “We do our jobs 
and we execute once we get into a 
game, play the way we know how to 
play.”

In all, 29 of Paetow’s 53 points came 
from reserves.

“It’s great to have,” Niemi said. 
“For them, it starts with their energy. 
When we don’t start well, that group 
that comes off the bench, including a 
couple of sophomores and a couple 
of juniors, they kind of turn the corner 
for us and pick things up for us. It’s a 
terrific luxury. A lot of coaches proba-
bly wish they could play eight guys, let 
alone 10 or 11.”

Another key for Paetow this season 
is the revelation that the little things 
matter, off and on the court.

Players clean up the locker room 
when they’re done. They pick up the 
basketballs and put them away after 
practice. On the court, they are funda-
mental in their close-outs defensive-
ly—high hands, active feet. They talk 
and communicate. Offensively, they 
pass and move with or without the ball.

It’s a culture initiated by Niemi and 
put into action by the seven seniors: 
Davion Sargent, David Bradley, Bryce 
Luster, Norris Ben, Ethan Barnes, 
Guest and Delva Jr.

“This hasn’t been easy, but you can 
see it working,” Sargent said. “We’re 
setting the path for everybody that 
follows this team. I think we’re doing a 
pretty good job.”

MARK GOODMAN

Paetow High first-year head coach Michael Niemi talks to his players during a district game against Magnolia West on Jan. 24 at Paetow 
High School.

Panthers find right mix for playoffs

DENNIS SILVA II

Paetow High’s seven seniors: from left to right, D’Aundrey Guest, Ethan Barnes, Joel Delva Jr., Bryce Luster, Davion Sargent, David Bradley 
and Norris Ben.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!

PUBLISHER’S 
NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, or 
an intention or discrimination.” Fa-
milial status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18.
 This newspaper will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

KATY TIMES
CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

CALL TODAY!
281-391-3141

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

FOR RENT 
OR LEASE

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

MISC. MISC. MISC.

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

2000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fi replace, kitch-
en island, granite  
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314.

-----

PUBLIC
NOTICES

HELP
WANTED

THE SALVATION 
ARMY DONA-
TION CENTER is 
now hiring!  Part-
time positions are 
now available at 
our new location in 
Katy! Please call 
(713)869-3551, 
extension 56845 
to schedule an in-
terview.

-----

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 2936 
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, 
TEXAS, ON JANUARY 13, 2020:

An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of
Katy, Texas, Amending The City Of Katy Zoning
Ordinance No. 621; Establishing A Special Use
Permit That Allows, A Special Use, To-Wit: An
Institution Of A Religious Nature (Bethany
Worship Center - Katy) In The Katy Mills Planned 
Development District (PDD) In 3,100 Square Feet 
At 25311 Kingsland Boulevard, Suite 115; Providing 
For An Effective Date; Repealing All Ordinances 
And Parts Of Ordinances In Conflict Herewith;
Providing For Severability And Providing For A 
Penalty Of $2,000 For Each Day Of Violation Of 
Any Provision Of This Ordinance.

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 2938 
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, 
TEXAS, ON JANUARY 27, 2020:

An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City
Of Katy, Texas, Amending The City Of Katy
Zoning Ordinance No. 621; Establishing A Special 
Use Permit That Allows, A Special Use, To-Wit:
A  Charter School Use In The “C-1” District
Located At 5618 11th Street, Tracts 7C And 7D, 
Katy Outlots, For The Benefit of West Houston 
Charter Alliance Incorporated (DBA) Aristoi 
Classical Academy; Providing For An Effective 
Date; Repealing All Ordinances And Parts Of
Ordinances In Conflict Herewith; Providing 
For Severability And Providing For A Penalty 
Of $2,000 For Each Day Of Violation Of Any
Provision Of This Ordinance.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Fort Bend County 
Municipal Utility District No. 213, Attention:  Charles 
“Ted” Lee, President, Board of Directors, will be received 
at the office of the Engineer, LJA Engineering, Inc., 1904 
West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas 77449, 
until 11:00 a.m., Local Time, Thursday, March 5, 2020, 
and then publicly opened and read for “Construction of 
the Twinwood Parkway Phase 1A, Segment E” for Fort 
Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 213, Waller 
County, Texas”.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: 
Construction of the paving and appurtenances and 
drainage facilities to serve Twinwood Parkway Phase 
1A, Segment E.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned 
unopened.  A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be 
held on Thursday, February 27, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. Local 
Time, at the office of the Engineer, LJA Engineering, 
Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, 
Texas 77449.  Attendance by each prospective bidder or 
its representative at the pre-bid conference is MANDATORY, 
and no Bid will be opened unless the bidder or representative 
was present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a cer-
tified or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an 
amount not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount 
Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter 
into the Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms 
provided, and provide the required insurance certificates 
within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents 
are received by the Contractor.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineer-
ing, Inc., AGC of Texas, Construct Connect, and Amtek 
or may be obtained by prospective bidders or suppliers 
upon payment of one hundred Dollars ($100.00 non-re-
fundable plus cost of delivery) ($50.00 for electronic 
copy) for each set of documents at LJA Engineering, Inc., 
1904 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 120, Katy, Texas  
77449 or at https://bids.lja.com. Bidders must register on 
this website to download bidding documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, 
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and/or 
Contract and the Contractor agrees that the Contract 
can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or 
intentionally fails to comply with a requirement of 
that subchapter.

Fort Bend County Municipal Utility District No. 213

Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for an Off-Premise 
Beverage Permit by RLJN 
Partnership, Inc. DBA Farm 
Stores to be located at 3830 N. 
Mason Road, Katy, TX.  Officers 
of this company are Robert 
Betts, Linda Adair, Jason Adair, 
and Nikki Betts.

BID NOTICE
Waller County is accepting bids for the construction of the 
Waller County Precinct 4 Annex Water Plant. Bids will be 
received by the Waller County Auditor’s Office until 2:00 pm 
on March 3, 2020. Bids must be mailed or delivered to the 
Auditor’s Office at 836 Austin Street, Room 221, Hempstead, 
Texas 77445. Bids will not be accepted by fax or email. 
Bids must be in a sealed envelope and clearly labeled “BID 
FOR WATER PLANT” on the outside of the envelope. 
Bids will be opened during Commissioners Court at 9:00 
am on March 4, 2020. The tentative award date is March
11, 2020. Please direct questions to Construction
Manager Danny Rothe at d.rothe@wallercounty.us.
Additional information can be found at
https://www.co.waller.tx.us/page/BidsAndProposalRequests.NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 2937 
BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS ADOPTED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, 
TEXAS, ON JANUARY 27, 2020:

An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City Of 
Katy, Texas, Amending The City Of Katy Zoning 
Ordinance No. 621; Establishing A Special Use 
Permit That Allows, A Special Use, To-Wit: An 
Institution Of A Religious Nature (Jesus Rescue 
International Church) In The “C-2” General 
Business District In 3,750 Square Feet At 6193 
Highway Boulevard, Suite 201; Providing For An 
Effective Date; Repealing All Ordinances And 
Parts Of Ordinances In Conflict Herewith; 
Providing For Severability And Providing For A 
Penalty Of $2,000 For Each Day Of Violation Of 
Any Provision Of This Ordinance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WALLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

MARCH 11, 2020 9:00 A.M.
COMMISSIONERS’ COURTROOM,
WALLER COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The Waller County Commissioners’ Court will conduct a 
Public Hearing under the authority of Transportation Code 
Chapter 251, Subchapter E to consider the installation of No 
Parking Signs at the following location:

Willowmoor Lane (South of Kingsland Blvd) – No 
Parking between 7:30 – 8:30 am and 3:00 – 4:00 pm

Ashcreek Court – No Parking Resident Only

All interested persons are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Public Hearing.

NORTH FORT BEND WATER AUTHORITY
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF RULES AND

REGULATIONS AND PENALTIES
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of North Fort Bend Water 
Authority (the “Authority”), at a meeting held on December 19, 2019, adopted an 
Amended Rate Order providing rules and regulations and penalties for terms of 
service from the Authority System, the Authority’s Groundwater Reduction Plan 
(“GRP”), and any other services provided by the Authority, as well as charges for 
those services.

Violation of any of the rules contained in the Authority’s Amended Rate Order 
will subject the violator to penalties, including but not limited to a civil penalty of 
up to $10,000 per violation and/or day, payment of any costs or damages resulting 
from the violation, and/or civil and criminal legal action, and/or expulsion from 
the Authority’s GRP. 

A copy of the Authority’s Amended Rate Order is on file at the principal office of 
the Authority, Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, 
Suite 2600, Houston, TX 77027, where it may be read in full.

 /s/ Peter Houghton        
 Secretary, Board of Directors

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Wilbow-Bergamo 
Vista, LLC on behalf of Harris County Municipal Utility 
District No. 495, will be received at the office of LJA 
Engineering, Inc., 2929 Briarpark Drive, Suite 150, 
Houston, Texas  77042, until 2:00 p.m., Local Time, 
Thursday, March 12, 2020, and then publicly opened and 
read for “Construction of the Bergamo Vista Lift Station to 
Serve Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 495 for 
Wilbow-Bergamo Vista, LLC on behalf of Harris County 
Municipal Utility District No. 495, Harris County, Texas”.

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the following: 
lift station.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned 
unopened.  A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be 
held on Thursday, March 5, 2020, at 2:00 p.m. Local Time, 
at the office of LJA Engineering, Inc., 2929 Briarpark Drive, 
Suite 150, Houston, Texas  77042.  

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided, 
and provide the required insurance certificates within seven 
(7) days after the date Contract Documents are received by 
the Contractor.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineering, 
Inc., AGC of Texas, Construct Connect, and Amtek or may 
be obtained by prospective bidders or suppliers upon 
payment of one hundred dollars ($100.00 non-refundable 
plus cost of delivery) ($50.00 for electronic copy) for each set 
of documents at LJA Engineering, Inc., 2929 Briarpark Drive, 
Suite 150, Houston, Texas  77042 or at https://bids.lja.com. 
Bidders must register on this website to download bidding 
documents.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and 
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding 
process except time of submitting a Bid.  The Successful 
Bidder, if any, will be the responsible Bidder which in the 
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District 
and result in the best and most economical completion of 
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government 
Code, may apply to this Bid and/or Contract and the 
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if 
the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply 
with a requirement of that subchapter.

Wilbow-Bergamo Vista, LLC on behalf of
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 495

TexSCAN Week of 
Feb. 16, 2020
ACREAGE

Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
Special Replacement Spring Female Sale, Sat. 
Feb. 29, noon, Hallettsville Livestock Commission 
Co., Hallettsville, TX. Brangus, Braford, Crossbred, 
Brahman; Bred, Pairs, Open Heifers. 361-293-4949 
or 361-293-8116.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free 
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers 
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT, 
www.boatangel.com.

EVENTS
Run With Sam 5K, 8 a.m., Sat. Feb. 29, Sam Houston 
State University, Huntsville, TX. Sponsored by Wiesner 
Huntsville, The Huntsville Item, Red Dirt Hurricane 
Outlaw Energy, Texas Press Association, Ink Slingers, 
Insomnia Cookies and Sam Houston State University. 
$20 Registration, Register at www.RunWithSam.org. 
For more info email runwithsam1793@gmail.com.

Southeast Texas Boat, Sport & RV Show, Feb. 
28-29 & March 1, Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. 
The place to buy your new Boat or RV. See 31 
boat brands and 50 RV brands in one location.
SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com.

Golden Triangle Home and Garden Show, Feb. 
28-29 & March 1, Ford Park, Beaumont, TX. 
Everything for the Home. See a multitude of 
home improvement professionals in one location. 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com.

HUNTING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507, www.BaseCampLeasing.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
Mesothelioma may occur 30 to 60 years after exposure 
to asbestos. Many workers were exposed from the 
1940s through the 1970s. Industrial and construc-
tion workers, along with their families (second hand 
exposure) are among those at risk for mesothelioma, 
lung cancer or gastro cancer (throat, stomach, colon). 
Call 800-460-0606 for professional legal insight or visit 
www.AsbestosLaw.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

SATELLITE TV
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-710-4824 or satellitedealnow.com/tex.

STEAKS
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 68% PLUS get 4 FREE 
Burgers. Order The Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99. 
1-866-879-0154 mention code:59104KRJ or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/love48. ...

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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From left to right are Katy High seniors Titan Doll, Brayton Faust, Bryce Purchase, Chermane Sims and Casper Belaiter. Not 
pictured is senior Alex Cross.

stretches,” Russell said. “It helped tremen-
dously.”

Katy is 19-13 and earned the second seed 
in District 19-6A by going 7-5. It’s the Tigers’ 
best season since that 2013-14 year.

The Tigers have been close, missing the 
playoffs by tiebreaker rules last season. They 
missed the postseason by two games in 
2017-18 despite being 17-4 entering district 
play.

But from 2014-15 to 2016-17, the Tigers 
won a combined 29 games, and just six in 
district play. That 2016-17 season was this 
senior class’s freshman year. Since then, the 
program has been on an upswing, and not 
by coincidence.

“Our senior class has built themselves 
around kids who are an example of why 
we’re here,” Russell said. “They were a fresh-
man class of 24 kids, six are left as seniors. 
They got here by being bought-in, by being 
selfless, by being coachable. These are the 
kids that did it.”

The Tigers know they are not the biggest, 
strongest, tallest or fastest. But they pride 
themselves on being the most fundamental.

“Details are everything,” Sims said. 
“Catching the ball with two hands, coming 
to a jump stop, pivoting. Those things are 
bigger than being athletic or anything else. 
People are seeing that product of us focusing 
on the details.”

A few other things have buoyed the 
Tigers.

One was the heartbreak from losing a 
tiebreaker to Taylor for the fourth and final 
playoff spot last season.

“Last year hurt,” sophomore guard 
Dayvaughn Froe said. “This year, we didn’t 
want to go out like that. We wanted to be in 
control of our own destiny, and that’s really 
been our mindset the whole season. We 
didn’t want it to come down to one game 
whether we were in or not in. We wanted to 
be sure.”

Second was the change involving Sims.
“We had guys playing really well and 

teams were keying in on me as a shooter, as 
far as denying me the ball and face-guard-
ing,” Sims said. “Coach felt it’d be easier for 
me as a scorer to come in off the bench. I’m 
willing to do whatever Coach needs me to 
do.”

Third was the payoff of experience and 
buy-in. The Tigers talk about how last year’s 
close call made them understand the impor-
tance of every possession. They’ve proved it.

Katy is 4-2 in district play in games decid-
ed by five points or fewer.

“When you get down to games that are 
close in the end, it comes down to a few 
things,” Russell said. “One is confidence and 
experience. Another is free throws. We’re a 
pretty good free-throw shooting team. And 
then sometimes it’s having a little luck on 
your side, but I’m also a believer that you 
can generate some of your own luck to a 
degree with attitude, energy and mindset.”

And all of those intangibles come from 
the seniors, all of whom—Sims, Casper Be-
laiter, Alex Cross, Brayton Faust, Bryce Pur-
chase and Titan Doll—came up through the 
program in workmanlike fashion: freshman 
team, junior varsity and two years of varsity.

They know what it is to earn what they 
get. These Tigers have a belief in themselves 
that comes from confidence in doing things 
the right way over and over again.

“It all starts with practice, and the mind-
set we approach it with,” Belaiter said. “We 
work hard. We come in with energy. Leaders 
have to step up. We have to be detailed in 
what we do. All of that adds up.”

There is no star individual player. Froe is 
a gifted athletic talent and has an incredi-
bly bright future, but he does not stand out 
any more than players like Sims, Belaiter, 
Purchase, junior Connor Champion or even 
freshman post Aydan Perdue.

Teamwork is Katy’s driving force. So is 
being the underdog. Russell has identified a 
culture. Players see it through.

“We can’t get too comfortable,” Sims said. 
“We’ve got targets on our backs. Guys are 
looking at us, like, ‘Who’s that Katy team and 
what’re they doing (in the playoffs)?’ We’re 
turning heads, but we can’t focus on the out-
side noise. We have to key in on ourselves.”
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Katy High ran into basketball’s version 
of a perfect storm on Monday, Feb. 17, in its 
Class 6A bi-district playoff game against Fort 
Bend Bush.

The Broncos, the No. 3 seed out of Dis-
trict 20-6A, earned an impressive, start-to-
finish 54-39 win over the No. 2-seed Tigers, 
using phenomenal shooting to roll to a win 
at Paetow High. Bush connected on 12 of 27 
3-pointers, a 44.4 percent clip, as four players 
made at least two or more 3s.

The Tigers end their season at 16-14 over-
all. Bush improved to 20-13.

“They have four kids that can shoot,” Katy 
coach Shanna Marhofer said. “We watched 
five videos on them, and they weren’t that 
hot—all of them. They had a couple kids that 
could score with every touch each game we 
had on them, but not all were hitting. One kid, 
I didn’t see score at all, and she was tonight. It 
was a good night for them.”

Bush jumped out to a 7-0 lead and led 15-6 
after the first quarter. The Broncos built their 
advantage to 13 points in the second quarter, 

but Katy cut its deficit to eight at the half by 
forcing six turnovers in the second period.

Bush, however, opened the second half 
like it started the first, on a 5-0 spree to push 
its lead to 34-21. It was never threatened the 
rest of the way.

“They’re fast, they’re athletic, they drive-
and-kick well,” Marhofer said. “We threw four 
different defenses at them. It didn’t matter 

what we did. They were hitting from well 
behind the 3 at every spot.”

Arianna Sturdivant hit 4 of 9 3-pointers 
en route to a team-high 18 points. Skiahla 
Chalmers added 11 points on 3-of-9 from 3. 
Da’Jah Vigilante was 3-of-6 from deep, and 
Kache Mcgruder hit 2-of-3 triples off the 
bench.

Bush hit 7 of 15 3s in the first half and 5 of 
12 in the second. With the Broncos’ sharp-
shooting, the Tigers were unable to force 
turnovers to turn into easy transition points.

Bush committed just 14 turnovers, and 
only five in the first half.

“We struggled to get stops, and so much 
of our game is getting stops on defense that 
transfers to offense,” Marhofer said. “That put 
some damper on what we were trying to get 
done. Add that we were struggling to score—
we missed a ton of layups—and they were 44 
percent from the 3-point line, and we weren’t 
anywhere close to that.”

The Tigers made just 5 of 21 3-pointers.
Katy senior guard Allana Thompson led 

all scorers with 20 points. Senior post Joy 
Jegede added eight points and a game-high 15 
rebounds. Junior forward Aubrey Ridenhour 

scored eight points and was crucial early in 
keeping the Tigers in contention.

Thompson added six rebounds and four 
assists. The Prairie View A&M signee attacked 
throughout the game, earning 10 free-throw 
attempts.

“Allana’s been with us for four years and 
has come a long way, not just as a player but 
as a person maturity-wise,” Marhofer said. “I 
know she’s going to go on and do phenome-
nal things at Prairie View.”

Marhofer also commended the leadership 
of fellow seniors Jegede, Emma Ortega and 
Lauren Keller for their significant roles in what 
was a “drama-free” season.

“That’s always a blessing as a coach,” Mar-
hofer said.

The Tigers will return eight players from 
this year’s team, including starters Sasha 
Fernandez, Asya May and Ridenhour.

“Making the playoffs is always a goal we 
have, but being a part of our program, the 
expectation is to make a run in the playoffs,” 
Marhofer said. “I’m hoping they can feed off 
their desire, as far as wanting to win games in 
the playoffs. It’ll be something we talk about a 
lot in the offseason. We’ll be back.”

Tigers fall to hot-shooting Broncos

MARK GOODMAN

Tompkins junior guard Crystal Smith shoots during a Class 6A bi-district playoff game against Fort Bend Travis on 
Feb. 18 at the Merrell Center.

know,” said Ray, whose team is coming 
off its first district title. “So, I just kind 
of go by that. They seemed pretty good 
and calm. We talked to them a bit about 
preparation, but they’re basketball 
players. They’ve played in big games in 
AAU. It’s different in high school, but 
the seniors have done a real good job 
talking them through things and helping 
them understand that 32 minutes is all 
we’ve got.”

Johnson and fellow backcourt mate 
Crystal Smith speared a tenacious 
Tompkins defense that forced 21 turn-
overs. Travis only made 10 field goals; 
its first came with 5:20 left in the second 
quarter.

Smith, a junior, and Johnson com-
bined for eight steals, using the take-
aways to get easy buckets or free-throw 
attempts at the other end.

Smith scored four layups and went 
3-for-3 on free throws. Johnson at-
tempted 10 free throws, making seven.

“Transition is the main part of our 
game and gets us going,” Smith said. 
“It gets us hyped, gets the bench hyped 
and leads to scores.”

Ray said Johnson is becoming a bet-
ter team defender. The powerful guard 
is already a strong and quick one-on-
one defender. Johnson and Smith are 
often tasked with defending the oppo-
nent’s best guards, and Ray allows them 
freedom defensively to figure it out.

The duo has a knack for identifying 
an opposing ballhandler’s strength and 
taking it away.

Tompkins’ defensive scheme is com-
plex. Ray is adamant about playing her 
defense and dictating the opponent’s 
offense. Defense is the backbone of the 
program.

The Falcons often try different 
defenses during games before figuring 
out what works best. Against Travis, 
they played three defenses—eventually 
sticking with man defense in the second 
half—but they play sometimes twice 
that amount during games.

It’s doable because of the bond and 
skills Smith and Johnson have. Both 
are athletic, intelligent, no-nonsense 
players.

“We’re vocal. We talk,” Johnson said. 
“We yell out screens, we let each other 
know when the other’s got the help, 
who’s got deny. Stuff like that.”

Smith said it’s a genuine partner-
ship.

“It starts off the court,” she said. 
“We became friends first, and then that 
carries over onto the court. It helps with 
chemistry. We know when to push each 
other and when to back off.”

Aside from the production of John-
son, Smith and Adeleye, Mia Hill added 
nine points, Sovereign Mack added four 
and Nalani Burton added a bucket.

Tompkins scored the game’s first 
eight points, and led 17-2 after the first 
quarter and 35-19 at the half.

Nerves? Not really. Not obvious 
ones, anyway.

“It was a bit more quiet before the 
games than it usually is,” Hill said. 
“Generally before games, we’re upbeat 
and dancing a lot. But you could tell 
everyone knew what this game meant. 
The nerves hit, but we stayed focus.”

DISTRICT 19-6A BASKETBALL STANDINGS
BOYS FINAL STANDINGS
 DISTRICT
 W L
xy-Morton Ranch 12 0
x-Katy 7 5
x-Tompkins 6 6
Mayde Creek 5 7 
Cinco Ranch 5 7
Taylor 4 8
Seven Lakes 3 9
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title

DISTRICT 19-5A BASKETBALL STANDINGS
BOYS FINAL STANDINGS
 DISTRICT
 W L
xy-Paetow 13 1
xy-A&M Consol. 13 1 
x-Magnolia 10 4
x-Waller 7 7
Brenham 4 10
Bryan Rudder 4 10
College Station 4 10
Magnolia West 1 13
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title

DISTRICT 19-6A SOCCER STANDINGS
AS OF THURSDAY, FEB. 20
BOYS
 DISTRICT
 W L TIE POINTS
Seven Lakes 5 0 1 16
Tompkins 5 1 0 15
Cinco Ranch 4 1 1 13
Taylor 2 3 1 7
Morton Ranch 2 4 0 6
Mayde Creek 0 4 2 2
Katy 0 5 1 1
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title

GIRLS
 DISTRICT
 W L TIE POINTS
Tompkins 6 0 0 18
Seven Lakes 5 1 0 15
Cinco Ranch 2 2 2 8
Taylor 2 2 2 8
Katy 1 2 3 6
Morton Ranch 1 4 1 4
Mayde Creek 0 6 0 0
x-clinched playoff berth
y-clinched district title
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