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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

A Houston Police Depart-
ment officer and Katy resident 
was killed in a head-on collision 
with an 
18-wheeler 
Wednesday 
morning 
between 
Brookshire 
and Sealy, 
to the west 
of Katy 
according 
to the De-
partment 
of Public Safety. Gizelle Solorio, 
32, was off duty at the time of the 
accident and appears to have 
been killed upon impact with the 
big rig.

“It appears from the prelim-
inary information that Officer 
Solorio was driving eastbound 
in the westbound lanes and 
was kiled, unfortunately, upon 
impact with that 18-wheeler. 
Officer Solorio has been with the 
department for approximately 2.5 
years,” Houston PD Commander 
Chandra Hatcher of the depart-
ment’s northeast district said in a 
press conference later that day. 

Preliminary reports from DPS 
indicated that Wednesday at 
about 6:25 a.m. a 2018 Kenworth 
Truck Trachtor with a trailer was 
traveling westbound east of Mi-
cak Road on I-10 when it struck 
Solorio’s 2013 Toyota Tacoma 
which was somehow traveling 
east in the westbound lanes. 

Guy Pearson, 65, of La Feria 
was identified as the driver of the 
Kenworth and was not injured. 

Solorio was pronounced 
deceased at the scene of the crash 
by Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 
Judge Bernice Burger. 

Hatcher said HPD is saddened 
by the loss and Solorio’s fellow 
officers have been provided with 
support through the agency’s 
Peer Assistance and Psychologi-
cal Services programs. 

Solorio was an exemplary of-
ficer and performed as a veteran 

HPD 
deputy 
killed 

on I-10

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Choir students with Woodcreek Junior 
High School’s sixth, seventh and eighth 
grade choirs have been visiting the Sun-
dance at WoodCreek Premier Memory Care 
facility to sing Christmas carols to the resi-
dents there. The memory care patients were 
treated to a medley of Christmas classics 
and given bells to add to the music with.

“For me, it’s wonderful, because I see 
how they all smiled at me and it looked like 
they were having a good time. And I was 
having a great time. It brought me a lot of 
courage and confidence,” said eighth grade 
varsity choir student Sofia Castillo. 

R. HANS MILLER

WoodCreek Junior High varsity choir performed at the Sundance Memory Care community across the street from their campus to 
bring some holiday cheer to residents in the memory care community. Staff at Sundance said that music therapy, while there have 
been few studies to back it up, has been known to help patients deal with their cognitive conditions.

Choirs bring cheer to memory care patients

See CHOIRS, page A2

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

T he Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of Commerce hosted the 
State of our Region event which featured six elected officials 
from representing municipalities in Fort Bend, Waller and 

Harris counties. The panel discussion was held Dec. 17 at the 
Merrell Center.

“I think for the first event of its kind, it went very well,” said 
Don McCoy, president of the Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce. “So well in fact we are planning on [doing] this again 
next year and for the foreseeable future.” 

Panelists included Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy Nehls, Sher-
iff Glenn Smith of Waller County, Mayor Aaron Groff of Fulshear, 
Mayor William Benton of Rosenberg, Mayor Laurie Boudreaux 
of Simonton and Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris of Katy. The panel 
discussion – which was moderated by Keith Garvin of KPRC-
TV – included questions related to preparing for and managing 
growth, flood mitigation, limitations placed upon cities by the 
state during the last legislative session, law enforcement recruit-
ment as wells as technology and communications.

Growth management
Fort Bend County, which includes the portion of Greater Katy 

south of Katy City Hall, is the fastest growing county in the U.S. 
with thousands of people moving into the portion of the county 
north of the Westpark Tollways, Nehls said. The Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office hires based upon workload and need, Nehls said. 
Currently, his officers write an average of 1.9 reports per day and 
respond to 12 to 14 calls per day, he said. To ensure better cover-
age of the county, a freestanding FBCSO substation is being built 
in Fulshear and is expected to open during the first quarter of 
2021, Nehls said. Growth of the department will match Fort Bend 
County growth as needed, he said.

“We can either manage that growth or allow that growth to 
manage us,” Groff said. 

Groff said Fulshear is very familiar with the growing pains Fort 
Bend County is experiencing. Fulshear has grown from a 2008 
population of 758 to an estimated population of more than 16,500 
today, and an estimated 35,000 overall when the city’s extraterri-
torial jurisdiction – or ETJ – is included in the count. 

Groff said Fulshear has addressed growth by creating east-
west mobility corridors, created its Water and Wastewater Master 
Plan and established two economic development corporations 
to facilitate business development. The water plan includes an 
upcoming regional water plant to supply the city with water and 
wastewater services. The city also understands that north-south 
corridors such as Katy Heritage Parkway – an avenue-style road-
way from FM 1093 near Fulshear to I-10 just west of Katy – will 
attract growth the city needs to be prepared for, Groff said.

Boudreaux said Simonton is looking to neighbors for ideas to 
manage growth before the city’s current population of less than 
900 expands. Simonton is working to put a plan in place that will 
also manage growth as Highway 36A – a planned over-land ship-
ping route to bring goods from the Port of Freeport through Fort 
Bend and Waller counties – moves to break ground soon.

“Our [property] values continue to rise at a record pace,” Bou-
dreaux said. “We are neighboring to Western Heights in Fulshear 
and we are growing very quickly.”

Harris said the population within the Katy city limits has 
grown to about 18,000 and may reach about 30,000 by 2030 
according to projections. He cited Katy ISD’s popularity as one of 
the big draws. Harris said the city is focused on growing the right 
way by examining its zoning and any zoning exceptions carefully. 

Katy City Council rejected a zoning change request that would 
have taken a residentially zoned property and made it a mixed-
use development during its December meeting. Council mem-
bers had voted the zoning change down after residents raised 
concerns about preserving the city’s feel and heritage.

“At one time we were the rice and goose capital of the world 
and now we’ve evolved into a destination city,” Harris said. 

Waller County has managed the effects of its own and nearby 
growth with increased traffic enforcement units, Smith said. 
About 160,000 people a day travel through Waller County, he 
said. A bond passed November 2017 had allowed Waller County 
to prepare for growth by building a new administration build-
ing, county jail and court complex. The new jail will double the 
current jail’s capacity, he said. The new facilities are expected to 
open summer 2020, he said.

“What we do in law enforcement is essential to the economy 
and the growth and we know that,” Smith said.

Flood mitigation
After the Tax Day Floods of 2016 and the flooding that resulted 

from Hurricane Harvey, flood mitigation is an important issue, 
Garvin said. He asked panelists how development was managed 
to ensure flood risks were considered and mitigated. 

More rooftops are coming to Fulshear, Groff said. Managing 
development with proper drainage using Fort Bend County’s 
flood control criteria is important, he said. That planning in-
creases green spaces in the community, because retention and 

GROWING PAINS
Katy area officials talk growth at State of our Region event

PHOTOS BY R. HANS MILLER

Six elected officials representing county and city governments in the Greater Katy Area participated in a Dec. 17 panel discussion hosted by the Fulshear-Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce. (From left to right: Waller County Sheriff Glenn Smith, Katy Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris, Simonton Mayor Laurie Boudreaux, Fulshear Mayor Aaron Groff, Fort Bend 
County Sheriff Troy Nehls, Rosenberg Mayor William Benton and moderator Keith Garvin of KPRC-TV.)

Fulshear Katy Area Chamber of Commerce President delivers closing remarks at the 
State of our Region event Dec. 17 at the Merrell Center. McCoy said the chamber has 
more than 640 member businesses. 

See GROWTH, page A5
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. CHRISTOPHER R. DUNCAN

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

713-429-4408
Appliances Made Perfect

Appliance Repair
All Makes and Models

BBB A+ Rating

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Open Wed-Fri:  3-6PM; Sat: 10AM-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy, TX  77450 (by Landry’s)
New Book To Be Launched in 2019:

Jim Baker’s Unified Theory Of Everything
Will include “current Biblically-equivalent Story, 

2000 years A.D.”(ad revised: 10/25/2018)

ROOF LEAKING?

CALLEN ROOFING INC
“The Roofing Specialists”

281-391-8257

Call

281-391-8257 - callenroofing @callenroofing.com

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Mary Daisy (Istre) Guillotte, 83, 
of Brookshire, Texas, was called 
home to be with our Lord and 
Savior on Saturday, December 14, 
2019, after battling 
Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia for several 
years.

Daisy was born 
January 31, 1936, in 
Bell City, Louisiana 
to Raymond Istre, 
Sr. and Melizia 
(Trahan) Istre. She 
grew up in Bell 
City graduating 
from Bell City High 
School in 1954. 
On June 5, 1954, 
Daisy was united in 
marriage to Nelson 
J. Guillotte in Bell 
City. Daisy and 
Nelson have made their home in 
Brookshire where they have been 
members of Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church for 56 years. She was a 
devoted wife and mother, always 
supporting her kids, and their 
many activities and endeavors.  
Daisy was a professional seam-
stress that truly enjoyed sewing, 
quilting and embroidery. She also 
enjoyed fishing, canning, cooking, 
gardening, reading, crossword puz-
zles and bowling. 

The family would like to extend 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to 
the Heart of Texas Hospice, espe-

cially Amanda Ray for her loving 
and attentive care toward mom for 
the last 15 months.

Daisy is survived by her hus-
band of 65 years: 
Nelson Guillotte 
of Brookshire; son: 
Hubert Guillotte 
and wife, Tina, 
of Brookshire; 
daughters: Florinda 
Parnell of Brook-
shire, Vickie Meier 
and husband, Herc, 
of Fulshear, Cheryl 
Fawvor and hus-
band, Dan, of Katy, 
Carol Obenberger 
and husband, 
Ric, of Deer Park, 
Suzanne Bockhorn 
and husband, Ron-
nie, of Brenham; 

18 grandchildren; 33 great-grand-
children; sisters: Martha Broussard 
and Mernie Hill of Moselle, MS; 
and numerous nieces, nephews, 
other family members, and many 
friends.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents: Raymond Istre Sr. and 
Melizia Trahan Istre; son: Herbert 
Jules Guillotte; grandson: Hubert 
C. Guillotte, II; son-in-law: Harry 
Parnell, Jr.; brothers: Harris Istre, 
Nelton Istre, Joe Istre, Raymond Is-
tre, Jr., Ray Istre, Wilford Istre; and 
sisters: Thelma Comeaux, Mayola 
Watts, and Beverly Desormeaux. 

Family was present to receive 
friends from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2019, at 
the Schmidt Funeral Home Chapel 
in Brookshire, Texas, where Rosary 
was recited at 7:00 PM. Mass of the 
Resurrection was celebrated at 9:00 
AM on Thursday, December 19, 
2019, at the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Pattison, Texas, Father 
David DuBois, Celebrant. 

A second visitation was held 
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM on 
Thursday, December 19, 2019, at 
Johnson and Brown Funeral Home 
in Iowa, Louisiana where Rosary 
was recited at 7:00 PM. A Grave-
side Service was held at 10:00 AM 
on Friday, December 20, 2019, at 
Lacassine Cemetery in Lacassine, 
Louisiana. 

Pallbearers were her grand-
sons: Tim Parnell, Brian Parnell, 
Herc Meier (Gilbert, III), and Ryan 
Wampler; and sons-in-law: Herc 
Meier (Gilbert, Jr.), Dan Fawvor, Ric 
Obenberger and Ronnie Bockhorn.

Friends who wish may make 
memorial gifts to the: Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, PO Box 300, 
Pattison, Texas 77466 or to Heart of 
Texas Hospice, 11441 32nd Avenue, 
Suite B, Texas City, Texas 77591.

Funeral arrangements are 
under the direction of the Schmidt 
Funeral Home, 819 Waller Avenue, 
PO Box 248, Brookshire, Texas 
77423 - (281) 934-2424 - www.
schmidtfunerals.com.

Sherain Ann McCall 
Scott was born on May 11, 
1941 in Beaumont, Texas to 
Allen Grady McCall and Doris 
Flanagan McCall.  On May 4, 
1962, she married Glen Robert 
Scott in Cleveland, Texas.  
She has lived in the Katy area 
since 1976 and attended the 
Congregation Beth Messiah, 
in Houston.  Sherain loved 
scrapbooking, but her greatest 
love was spending time with 
her grandchildren.

Sherain Ann McCall Scott 
passed away at home in Katy, 
Texas surrounded by her fam-
ily on Tuesday, December 3, 
2019 at the age of 78 years.

She is survived by her 
husband of 57 years, Glen 
Scott of Katy; her son, Glen 
Scott, Jr. and his wife Natalie 
of Katy; daughter, Kim Salinas 
and her husband Scott of Las 
Vegas, Nevada; six grandchil-
dren, Victoria Dennis and her 
husband Cody, Kaitlyn Scott, 
Glen Scott, III, Canyon Sali-
nas, Slater Salinas, and Seth 
Salinas; great grandson, Calvin 
Scott Dennis; her brothers, Ray 
McCall and his wife Denise of 
Richmond and Alvin McCall 
of Katy; and numerous other 
loving family members and a 
host of friends.

A funeral service will be 
held at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, 

December 20, 2019 at the 
Schmidt Funeral Home Grand 
Parkway Chapel, in Katy, with 
Rabbi Philip Lanning, officiat-
ing.  Interment will be private. 

Those wishing to make me-
morial gifts may do so to the 
Congregation Beth Messiah, 
9001 W Airport Blvd., Houston, 
TX 77071, www.cbmhouston.
org

To express condolences, 
please visit www.SchmidtFu-
neralHome.net

Funeral services held under 
the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway 

South  ~  Katy, Texas  77494  ~  
(281) 391-2424

SHERAIN ANN MCCALL SCOTT
1941-2019
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Jim Baker’s Unified 
Theory Of Everything 

--- With God’s Help  
(JBUTOE-WGH)  A new book about Science
and God.  Revised publish date:  late 2020

BAKER’S BOOKS, Katy, TX
22237 Katy FRWY  (close to Landry’s)

(ad revised: 11/22/2019; previous ads are null and void)

This new book will contain a credible “unified theory of  everything” that can explain the very basics of 
science.  Albert Einstein predicted that someone “off the street” was going to do this someday. After 
53 years (at approx. year 2000), I decided to include God at every step of the process of trying to come 
up with a scientific “Theory of Everything”. Prior to this, it was about the “only thing” I felt I had not 
been successful at inventing or figuring out. --- You see, God had already given me the gift of inventing 
at age 9-10, in His response to my Second Major Prayer. --- By the year 2014, God had allowed me to 
assemble sufficient knowledge that I felt 95%, of what I needed to figure out, had been accomplished.

One thing I had always wished for, especially as I was approaching the age of 40, is for God to speak to 
me. Well, when God did speak to me, I liked my first message from God about as much, I suppose, as 
Abraham liked his message from God, when he was told to sacrifice his son. But God was testing both 
of us! God was also making us stronger.

There are still two major topics in life to be addressed, prior to publishing the new book. One is a 
major release of scientific information of the new theory across the U.S.A.  The second is starting an 
evangelical ministry.

Author of new book is a Chemistry graduate (B.S. 1971/M.S. 1978) of Texas A&M (A&I) in Kingsville, 
TX. He also attended S.A.C. in San Antonio. He has additional hours at SWTSU, Texas Tech U., Boston 
College, Westinghouse PWR. He has worked at Texas Uranium Operations as Chief Chemist, at South 
Texas Nuclear Project as Nuclear Chemist during pre-startup, and retired from City of Houston where 
he was in charge of Technical Services Section of Bureau of Air Quality Control. Owner of BAKER’S 
BOOKS is also the author of God’s Amazing Answer To Prayer, in 2012.

DDS Katy |  23225 Kingsland Boulevard • Suite 300 • Katy, TX
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IN ONE DAY 
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REGULAR PRICE $1400

FULL REPLACEMENT

Dentures
STARTING AT
$495 Per 

Set

WITH WARRANTY
NO CASH VALUE. EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

Extractions
STARTING AT
$69 Per 

Tooth

WITH PURCHASE OF DENTURES
NO CASH VALUE. EXPIRES IN 30 DAYS.

CALL TODAY!  

www.KatyDentures.com

Heath Bryan Coleman of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates - General Dentistry
Blake Lindsey, DDS

STEPHEN GREENWELL

Former Taylor High star defensive end Braedon Mowry poses for a photo with family after signing his national letter of intent to 
play football at Texas A&M University on Early Signing Day on Dec. 18 at Taylor High.

Morton Ranch coach Ron 
Counter said of Brown, who 
is clocked at five seconds in 
the 40-yard dash. “You don’t 
find many guys his size with 
that. He could’ve played 
fullback or tight end for us.”

Brown had 20 offers, but 
always knew he’d end up 
back home.

“Part of it was it being 
home and I have family out 
there, but a huge part was 
they recruited me hard,” he 
said. “They always wanted 
to talk to me. They made 
an effort to get to know me. 
They showed the most love. 
I feel I can really fit in.”

Brown grew up in a 
tough environment in 
New Orleans before his 
father Brandon moved 
him to Houston. Under the 
guidance of his stepmother 
Dion Brown, Brown’s focus 
and commitment devel-
oped as he matured.

“I didn’t expect to get 
to this point,” Brown said. 
“In my younger days, I 
don’t know that I can say 
I’d be in this position right 
now where I’m doing so 
well. But that time made 
me stronger. The way I was 
shaped by my parents, it 
made me tough. It made me 
a man.”

That growth was sub-
stantial on the field as much 
as off. Brown committed 
himself more to the weight 
room and strength and 
conditioning program for a 
senior year in which he felt 
he had a lot to prove.

To himself.
“Other people, they 

know how I play,” Brown 
said. “But I had to prove to 
myself I was ready to take 
that next step. I worked hard 
on my get-off, and that was 
amazing this year. Running 
to the ball, sideline to side-
line … I had chase-down 
tackles every game. Coaches 
from different schools 
admired that from someone 
who’s 300 pounds.”

Counter said the effort 
was significant.

“Every play this year, 
he played hard. The whole 
game,” Counter said. “Not 

just a play or quarter. The 
whole game, every play. 
You want to keep chal-
lenging guys like him. His 
sophomore year, we felt like 
he didn’t play hard every 
play. We told him that and 
showed him the film. Now 
he’s playing with a motor. 
He’s been a great player and 
he’ll be tough to replace.”

His teammates, like 
Maynard, agreed.

“He is a team leader,” 
Maynard said. “He’s not 
vocal, but he leads by exam-
ple. Everybody on the team 
follows in his footsteps. We 
all look up to him.”

The 6-foot-1, 180-pound 
Maynard averaged 2.8 
tackles per game and was 
a leader of his own right in 
the Mavericks’ defensive 
backfield.

On his recent official visit 
to the Air Force Academy 
earlier this month, May-
nard, who plans to study 
business or engineering, 
knew his decision was set 
and verbally committed not 
long thereafter.

“It felt like home,” he 
said. “I felt like I could 
connect with the players. 
They’re all so focused, but 
they also love football. I felt 
like I could get the best of 
both worlds, education-wise 
and still be playing football 
with guys that I know have 
the same state of mind. We 
all want to go far in life.”

Maynard had a torn ACL 
cut his junior season short 
in 2018 and is currently 
dealing with a right arm in-
jury. But Air Force coaches 
told him he will have an 
opportunity to play early if 
he earns it.

It’s undecided whether 
he will play safety or corner-
back.

When he looks back at 
his time at Morton Ranch, 
Maynard said he will recall 
the inspiration of others 
during trying times for him.

“I remember being 
injured my junior year, and 
with all the support from my 
teammates and coaches, it 
really shaped me and en-
couraged me to work hard,” 
Maynard said. “It made 
me how I am in that I just 
want to continue working 
towards my goal.”

from page B1
MAVS

school. When asked 
for the motivational 
factors in changing, 
he said, “Coach 
Jensen and my mom. 
My entire family and 
Coach Jensen. Coach 
Jensen has always 
been there for me.”

Jensen noted that 
it wasn’t a one-way 
relationship.

“Braedon and I 
are real close and 
we’ve been through 
a lot. He’s helped me 
to become a better 
coach, and I’ve helped 
him to grow up and 
to become a man,” 
he said. “We’ve been 
through a lot and it 
is an emotional day, 
because I know the 
work that’s been put 
in by him and by his 
family, to get him to 
where he is today.”

Wendy was quick to 
give the credit to her 
son.

“He worked,” she 
said of his academic 
improvement. “He 
knew what he wanted 
and he did what he 
had to do. I think 
it was a life lesson 
because, looking back, 
he knows what he did 
wrong. In the future, 
I think he could be 
a great advocate for 
other, younger football 
players.”

For his part, Mowry 
said he was excited 
to report to College 
Station on Jan. 8 and 
to eventually start 
spring practices. 
Coincidentally, 
Dec. 18 was also his 
birthday, and he called 
the signing ceremony 
a “great present.”

“I’ve been trying to 
get ready for college. 
Man, I don’t know if 
I’m ready,” he said, 
laughing. “I want to 
get out there and play 
football. I can’t wait 
for it. It’s been too 
long.”

from page B1
MOWRY

Don't Get Stuck
without Insurance!

Insurance itself is NOT
unique, but having

Caleb Insurance take
care of your policy is.

281-395-9400
www.calebinsurancegroup.com

22214 Highland Knolls Drive
Katy, Texas 77450

Caleb Insurance is
Surprisingly Simple.
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Eric Johnson Jr. doesn’t show a lot of 
emotion. He has a cool and calm collective-
ness that belies his years.

The Seven Lakes senior receiver gets that 
from his father.

But last weekend, Eric’s mother Dana 
caught him in a bit of vulnerability during 
an official visit to Lehigh University. One by 
one, Johnson combed through 15 notes and 
letters given to him by Lehigh coaches. The 
no-nonsense young man was oblivious to 
everything else. That moment, those written 
acknowledgements were his world.

Dana reached for one before Johnson 
looked up.

“Wait,” he said. “I haven’t read that one 
yet.”

“It was a smile every time he read those,” 
Dana said. “I loved seeing that.”

Since late last summer, when he verbal-
ly committed on July 27, Lehigh has been 
Johnson’s choice for the next chapter of his 
football career. On Early Signing Day on Dec. 
18, he made it official, signing his national 
letter of intent to the small NCAA Division I 
program at the private university.

“Everything,” Johnson said about what 
stood out about Lehigh. “The school has so 
much to offer. The education is world-class. 
It’s a small school, like 7,000 kids, and that 
fits the guy I am. The football program is the 
most winningest in the Patriot League, so 
that was a bonus.”

The 6-foot-2, 180-pounder had a stand-
out senior year for the Spartans in 2019. He 
led District 19-6A in catches (46) and total 
yards (769) to go with three touchdowns.

Johnson averaged 16.7 yards per catch. 
He holds the program record for sin-
gle-game receiving yards (252), ranks fourth 
in single-season receiving yards and second 
in single-season receptions.

“Eric led with his actions on the field 
and off the field,” Seven Lakes coach Jimmy 
Hamon said. “He’s very poised, very calm 
and cool all the time. He was one of the best 
receivers to come through Seven Lakes High 
School, and definitely the best receiver I 
coached. He’s such a hard worker.

“You wish you had 11 Eric Johnsons.”
Johnson was four years old when his 

family moved from New Orleans to Katy 
following Hurricane Katrina. He was a 
gifted basketball player through junior high, 
playing on the same youth teams as Morton 
Ranch star L.J. Cryer, but chose to focus on 
football as a freshman.

Hamon said Week 4 of the 2018 season 
was when Johnson really started to emerge. 
With Johnson, then a junior, playing behind 
senior talents like Rashad Green and John 
Harrington, each of whom is now playing 

college football, Hamon implemented more 
three-receiver sets to get Johnson on the 
field.

This season, Johnson was asked to do 
so much more after Seven Lakes suffered a 
season-ending injury to top receiver Jaden 
Embra. Johnson was asked to be more of a 
deep threat and the offense geared toward 
him.

In the final three games of the season, 
Johnson averaged eight catches for 172 yards 
per game and three touchdowns.

“I learned a lot. I had to step up,” he said. 
“I saw some other guys have to step into 
roles that they didn’t expect. That inspired 
me for the next level. I know that when my 
opportunity comes up, I have to make the 
most of it. I had teammates that did the 
same for this team this year. They sacrificed 
and put their bodies on the line.”

Johnson will never tout his own accom-
plishments. Dana will, though. As a “proud 
mom,” she is known for sticking up for her 
son on social media.

When Hamon noted at Johnson’s signing 
that he was a second-team all-district selec-
tion this year, he added that he did not agree 
with it. The implication was a first-team 
selection was more appropriate, and the 
murmur that ran throughout the audience 
suggested they felt the same.

“This is answered prayers,” Dana said. 
“His journey may have not been the best 
because of all the stars you have to have 
these days, or even the opportunity, but 
the minute he got on the field, he made a 
difference. He took advantage of it. It’s just 
so rewarding.”

Dana was impressed with how John-
son handled the recruiting process. He 
only received two offers, from Lehigh and 
Columbia, despite a high school career that 
totaled 57 catches for 939 yards and four 
touchdowns in 17 games, but he took it all 
in stride.

 “I always say that your children can 
teach you a lesson,” Dana said. “Eric taught 
it for me through this process. I had very 
frustrating moments, and his attitude was al-
ways, ‘Mom, I’m going to be OK.’ He literally 
said those words to me. ‘It’s going to happen 
when it’s supposed to.’ It’s just a testament 
that when I struggled with it, he gave it to me 
and helped me through it. It was wonderful.”

It ended up more than OK. Lehigh has 
plans to use Johnson as an outside receiv-
er on the boundaries to win one-on-one 
matchups with his physicality and strength. 
He will continue to work on his speed and 
hands to be stronger off press coverage.

“To be honest, it hasn’t really sunk in,” 
Johnson said. “I read the official offer saying 
the scholarship will cover 100 percent of 
my tuition, and that helped me realize that, 
‘Wow, I really did it.’ I made it.”

Seven Lakes’ Johnson works way to Lehigh University

DENNIS SILVA II

Seven Lakes senior receiver Eric Johnson Jr., middle, looks toward his father Eric as his mother Dana applauds after he signed 
his national letter of intent to play football at Lehigh on Early Signing Day on Dec. 18 at Seven Lakes High.

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

It was always going to be a 
package deal. Still, it was a shock 
it actually happened.

Last summer, Navy head 
football coach Ken Niumatalolo 
offered Seven Lakes senior defen-
sive lineman Jaymian Simon a full 
athletic scholarship.

“When I got offered first, I was 
psyched. I couldn’t believe it,” 
Jaymian said. “But then my mind 
went right to that we were missing 
that one piece.”

That “piece” was Jaymian’s 
twin brother, Jaylinn, also a Seven 
Lakes defensive lineman. At the 
time, Jaylinn had yet to be offered. 
But at a Navy prospect camp in 
late June, it all came together.

“Coach Niumatalolo looked at 
Jaylinn afterwards at a camp and 
said, ‘Why would I break up this 
team, this dynamic? They’re so 
strong. Any school would be a fool 
to not put them together?’” re-
called Shawnie Simon, the twins’ 
mother. “And then he turned 
around and looked at Jaylinn and 
said, ‘I want to offer you a full ride 
as well.’ I was, wow. We were com-
pletely shocked. They committed 
right when they were offered.”

And a goal that had been 
dreamt of since they were kids 
was reached Wednesday, Dec. 
18, when the Simon twins signed 
their national letters of intent to 
play at Navy on Early Signing Day.

“It was the plan,” Jaymian said. 
“We’ve been playing football 
together since day one, and we 
wanted to continue that. We went 
down on the prospect visit, we 
looked at each other once Jaylinn 
got offered, and we committed.”

Jaylinn said he was “speech-

less” with how everything worked 
out.

“The coach had a talk with me, 
and I stressed how I’d played foot-
ball all my life and how my broth-
er and I wanted to play in college 
together,” Jaylinn said. “We’ve 
never been separated. He told me 
he’d looked over my film and he 
was going to offer us both. It was 
like a dream moment.”

The twins are separated at 
birth by two minutes. Jaylinn is 
older, the more laid-back one. 
Jaymian is the more outspoken of 
the two.

At 6-foot-2, 250 pounds, 
Jaylinn played defensive end and 
outside linebacker for the Spar-
tans this season, amassing 35 total 
tackles and two fumble recoveries. 

Jaymian (6-2, 285) totaled 36 total 
tackles and two forced fumbles as 
a tackle.

“It was a spiritual, divine inter-
vention that day,” said Shawnie, 
who said her husband Johnny, 
generally a stoic individual, gets 
emotional when he thinks about 
it. “It’s surreal. I can’t believe it. 
Last night, I looked at a picture of 
them in their Navy uniforms and 
I just never … my gosh, they’re 
going to the Navy to play football. 
My husband and I are over-
whelmed with joy.”

The Simons moved to Katy 
from Louisiana in 2014 when 
Johnny got transferred at work. It 
was a difference-maker.

“From there to here, it’s been a 
total upgrade, just because there’s 

so many opportunities out here,” 
Jaylinn said. “We can grow out 
here. In Louisiana, once you got to 
a point, there was a ceiling. Here? 
You can keep striving.”

The Simons embrace twin-
hood. Not only did they have am-
bitions of playing college football 
together, but they also dream of 
one day starting their own football 
equipment company. They also 
want to be the next set of twins 
to play in the NFL, joining the 
Seahawks’ Shaquem and Shaquill 
Griffin.

“It’s neat,” Jaymian said. “As 
soon as you’re born, you have a 
best friend right next to you. He’s 
always there and you always have 
someone to talk to. From day one, 
that’s my best friend.”

Navy is the next chapter in 
their young football careers.

“Navy is not just a four-year 
thing,” Jaymian said. “You go to 
the Naval Academy, you’re going 
to be set the next 40 years. I love 
the culture. I love the place; it’s on 
water. I love it. I feel like it’s going 
to set me up for success.”

Jaylinn said the bond amongst 
players were second to none.

“When I got there, the players 
were there too and they made me 
feel at home,” he said. “You could 
see the brotherhood. You could 
see how close they were. I felt like 
if I went there, I could develop 
into the player I want to be. Even 
when I went up for a visit before, 
I had Navy guys who’d graduated 
years ago texting me and saying 
they were there for me. That only 
helped me make my decision. I 
knew it was the place we wanted 
to go.”

Seven Lakes senior defensive lineman Jaymian Simon signs his national letter of intent as his parents 
mother Shawnie and father Johnny look on during Early Signing Day on Dec. 18 at Seven Lakes High.

Spartans’ Simon twins sign on to Navy

PHOTOS BY DENNIS SILVA II

Seven Lakes senior defensive lineman Jaylinn Simon looks at his national letter of intent as his 
parents mother Shawnie and father Johnny look on during Early Signing Day on Dec. 18 at Seven 
Lakes High.
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Johnny Miller knows the history 
of Seven Lakes’ boys basketball, 
so the senior wing grits his teeth 
when reminded that last year’s 
team was the first in 11 years to not 
make the playoffs.

Tahaad Davis is just a soph-
omore, so he likes to go into the 
Spartans’ coaches offices and look 
at the basketballs engraved with 
the scoring marks of some of the 
top players to come through the 
program.

Seven Lakes players and coach-
es are eager, and bordering on 
desperate, to get back to where this 
program was not too long ago.

So far, it’s going well.
The Spartans are 12-7, already 

tying last season’s win total. 
Through veteran experience and 
some injection of athletic youth, 
Seven Lakes has fought through 
the 10-game injury absence of 
senior leader Johnny Miller, and 
other injuries to key contributors 
like Wylie Holden and Stennett 
Prior, with one primary motivation 
as fuel: get back to the playoffs and 
re-right the ship of what is still a 
proud program.

“We’re such a program that 
focuses on our history and being 
a tradition-rich program,” coach 
Shannon Heston said. “We want 
stuff to mean things to these kids. 
Johnny and those guys on last 
year’s team did take it person-
ally. As the head coach, I took it 
personally. I felt I let down a lot of 
kids. We didn’t get to this point to 
let down the guys who blazed that 
path for us.”

Last season, Miller was the 
only returning varsity player from 
the previous year. This year, there 
are five returners from last year’s 
varsity.

Players like Isiah Lewis, Morris 
White and Momen Elgamiel are no 
longer wide-eyed junior talents. 
They are senior leaders, poised and 
confident after a 12-19 season of 
difficult, but significant, growing 
pains.

It was on display in a 77-57 win 

over Pearland Dawson on Dec. 16. 
While Holden remains out, Miller 
returned from a month-plus stint 
due to a back injury to post 13 
points and seven rebounds.

“He’s our leader, our go-to guy,” 
Heston said of Miller, who was div-
ing for loose balls with a 15-point 

lead late in the fourth quarter. 
“Having him out there brings the 
energy level and confidence level 
up of everybody else, including his 
head coach.”

Elgamiel has emerged as a 
post threat on the block. White is 
a knockdown shooter. Lewis is a 
heady floor leader who rebounds 
well and takes advantage of his 
open shots.

“I heard from a lot of people we 
were the first ones in a long time to 
not make the playoffs,” Miller said. 
“It was very frustrating. We pushed 
each other during offseason and 
told each other we had to come 
back strong. We’re making the 
playoffs for sure this year.”

The Spartans’ roster is not only 
littered with quality senior stew-
ardship. A pair of sophomores are 
making a difference as well.

Grant Van Hoozer is a stable 
backup point guard who can knock 
in 3s and run the offense well, but 
the game-changer is the jump-
ing-jack Davis, who has been given 
the nickname “The Madness” 
during the Spartans’ home public 
address announcements.

Davis was spectacular against 
Dawson, finishing with 14 points 
and five rebounds and a pair of 
steals. One of his highlights was an 
aggressive challenge of a Dawson 
defender at the rim. Davis out-
jumped him and almost dunked, 
but the ball hit the back of the rim 
and fell in for a layup.

“So athletic,” Miller said of 
Davis. “It’s so fun to play with 
an athlete like that. He brings so 
much to the table.”

As an offensive player, Heston 
said Davis “is one of the most 
talented kids we’ve had come 
through this program as a soph-
omore.” Heston added that Davis 
plays like a sophomore on the 

other end of the floor, however, but 
his willingness to be coached is 
impressive.

“He has allowed us to coach 
him, and a kid with that talent and 
ability who allows you to coach 
him hard and teach him … the 
sky’s the limit,” Heston said.

Davis said the varsity game is 
tough in that it demands a lot of 
responsibility. In the same breath, 
though, he said he lives for those 
moments.

“My dad and I are in the gym 
24/7,” said Davis, who has played 
basketball since he was 3 years old 
and started playing competitively 
when he was in fifth grade. “After 
practice, we’re still in the gym. 
Before school, after school … he’s 
always pushed me since a young 
age.”

Heston is encouraged. His play-
ers have learned they can compete 
and win games, even without a full 
healthy roster. The ball is moving 
on offense, indicative of the trust 
players have in each other. The 
defense is finishing possessions 
with rebounds, something that was 
not the case last year. Miller is back 
healthy, Davis will only get better, 
and the seniors are holding each 
other accountable with competi-
tive, intense practices.

The playoffs certainly seem like 
a reasonable goal.

“We feel responsible for car-
rying on that flag,” Heston said. “I 
followed a great head coach in Dan 
Miller. These kids are following 
great players, year in and year out. 
Just having that pride about being 
a Seven Lakes basketball player, 
it means something to these kids. 
They’re hungry to get back to the 
playoffs and start the next streak. 
They felt they let down some guys, 
and they want to get back and earn 
that respect again.”

MARK GOODMAN

Seven Lakes sophomore Tahaad Davis (12) goes up for a layup during a game against Pearland 
Dawson on Dec. 16 at Seven Lakes High.

Spartans eager to get back to playoffs

of energy. With about 4:30 
left, Taylor went on a 9-0 
run, pulling within 56-49 
and forcing a Katy timeout 
with 2:41 remaining.

It looked like Taylor 
would narrow the gap 
even more after a pair of 
missed free throws by Katy, 
but Thompson had a steal 
and passed to junior Asya 
May for a layup. Buckets by 
Imeh and senior Danielle 
St. Denis narrowed Katy’s 
lead to five with about 1:30 
to play, but the Mustangs 
didn’t box out Thomp-
son on the ensuing Katy 
possession. She had an 
easy put-back to give Katy 
a seven-point lead with 
1:10 left, and the Mustangs 
didn’t make another field 
goal in the final minute.

St. Denis led the Mus-
tangs with 12 points, eight 
in the final quarter.

Taylor coach Blair Ary 
noted that she has a young 
roster, and it played well 
once it adjusted to the 
speed of the game. The 
Mustangs start a freshman 
at point guard in Micah 
Elegores, with Shaw also 
logging heavy minutes 
against Katy.

“When we settled down 
and executed, we played 
a lot better, but it was a 
matter of adjusting to it be-
cause we don’t see it every 
day,” Ary said of the pace. 

“We don’t play that way. 
What they do is different 
from what we do, so it was 
definitely a different look 
for us.”

Elegores finished with 
10 points, but had to func-
tion as a facilitator instead 
of a scorer for much of the 
night as Thompson used 
her length to smother shot 
attempts.

“Micah did a really 
good job,” Ary said. “She’s 
a really calm kid, outside of 
basketball and throughout 
her daily life, she’s just 
calm, and that’s really good 
for us.”

Imeh had six points and 
Shaw had five, with all of 
the scoring for both com-
ing in the fourth quarter.

“They came in and gave 
us a big boost of energy, 
and I think they did a 
phenomenal job,” Ary said. 
“We’re young, and I think 
our kids are learning, and 
you can see it through the 
game.”

Going forward, Ary said 
a key for the team will be 
establishing how it wants 
to play instead of letting 
the opponent dictate 
things.

“We just keep preach-
ing to them, ‘Play the way 
we want to play,’” she said. 
“I think we fell into playing 
Katy’s tempo and how Katy 
wanted to play the basket-
ball game. We were trying 
to go fast, and run up and 
down the floor with them, 
and that’s just not how we 
play.”

from page B1
HOOPS

By BILL McCAUGHEY
FOR THE KATY TIMES

Despite a lackluster offen-
sive performance, the Texans 
beat the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers 23-20 on Saturday, Dec. 
21, to win the AFC South for 
the fourth time in the last five 
years.

Houston will host a first-
round playoff game on Jan. 
4 or 5.

With the score tied at 20 
with 12:01 left, the Texans 
(10-5) began a 10-play drive 
culminating in a Ka’imi Fair-
bairn 37-yard field goal. The 
kick gave the Texans a 23-20 
lead with 7:05 left that they 
would not surrender.

The key play on the drive 
was a 39-yard pass from 
Deshaun Watson to DeAndre 
Carter on a 3rd-and-6 play.

“That was a huge play,” 
Texans coach Bill O’Brien 
said. “DeAndre can play. He 
is a plug-and-play type of 
player. He can return punts 
and play receiver. He made a 
big play.”

The Buccaneers (7-8) 
drove to the Texans’ 40-yard 
line before the Houston de-
fense stopped them on fourth 
down to take over the ball 
with 3:34 to go.

The Buccaneers got the 
ball back, but Jahleel Addae 
intercepted quarterback Jam-
eis Winston with 87 seconds 
left to clinch the win. The 
interception was the fourth by 

the Texans as Bradley Roby, 
Justin Reid and Johnathan 
Joseph also intercepted Win-
ston in the first half.

Roby’s interception was 
a pick-six on the second play 
of the game, and Reid also 
recovered a fumble. Whitney 
Mercilus had two sacks and a 
tackle for a loss.

“We played good defense 
today,” O’Brien said. “Whit-
ney works really hard. He is 
at the facility early and is an 
excellent teammate. He had 
great sacks today.”

Texans quarterback 
Deshaun Watson completed 

19 of 32 passes for 184 yards 
with one interception and 
also rushed seven times for 37 
yards. His quarterback rating 
was 62.5 on a day in which 
the offense produced one 
touchdown and needed three 
Fairbairn field goals.

“It feels great to win the di-
vision,” Watson said. “We had 
to go out there and work hard 
for the win. This (the division) 
is not our ultimate goal. We 
will celebrate this, but we 
need to prepare for next 
week, and then the playoffs. 
We did what we had to do to 
get the W. It’s a blessing.”

Texans receiver Kenny 
Stills had five receptions for 
57 yards and running back 
Carlos Hyde rushed 17 times 
for 27 yards and one touch-
down.

Winston completed 25 of 
48 passes for 335 yards and 
one touchdown. His quar-
terback rating was 46.8. Bucs 
running back Ronald Jones II 
rushed 14 times for 77 yards 
and one touchdown, and 
receiver Breshad Perriman 
caught seven passes for 102 
yards.

The Buccaneers were 
playing without their two Pro 
Bowl receivers, Mike Evans 
and Chris Godwin. Houston 
was without receiver Keke 
Coutee and, for most of the 
game, Will Fuller, who left 
early with a groin injury.

The Texans won despite 
being outgained 435-229 in 
total yards. Houston averaged 
3.6 yards per play to Tampa 
Bay’s six, and allowed 9-of-17 
efficiency on third down. 

The difference was the 
turnovers. Houston had two. 
Tampa Bay had five.

“Anytime you win a divi-
sion, it’s a big game,” O’Brien 
said. “We are a hardworking 
and very resilient team. The 
players played hard, and they 
really care about each other. It 
was a good team win.”

The Texans close out 
the regular season Sunday 
against the Tennessee Titans 
at NRG Stadium.

JOE SOUTHERN | THE SEALY NEWS

Texans cornerback Bradley Roby breaks up a pass to Detroit’s Kenny Golladay during 
a preseason game at NRG Stadium earlier this season. Roby had an interception 
return for a touchdown Saturday, Dec. 21, against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to 
help lead the Texans to a 23-20 victory and the AFC South championship.

Texans win AFC South for 4th time in 5 years
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The 2019 high school football season was 
a memorable one for Katy ISD.

District 19-6A, an all-Katy league, had 
three teams—Katy High, Tompkins and Tay-
lor— reach the regional semifinals for the first 
time since 2008. Taylor made it to the state 
semifinals, the district’s third representative 
in the last four years. All four of Katy ISD’s 
teams that made the playoffs out of 19-6A 
won at least one playoff game. Three won two.

Katy High won an 11th consecutive un-
defeated championship. Mayde Creek made 
the playoffs for the first time since 2008 and 
enjoyed its finest year since 1997.

Tompkins finished second in district play 
for the second straight season. Mayde Creek 
finished third. Taylor finished fourth.

Talent was in abundance, and it was evi-
dent via this year’s District 19-6A all-district 
teams, which was voted upon by the district’s 
seven head coaches and is predicated upon 
performances during district play.

Tompkins junior quarterback Jalen Milroe 
was named the district’s Most Valuable Play-
er. Katy High senior running back Ron Hoff 
and Mayde Creek junior running back Julius 
Loughridge shared Co-Offensive Player of the 
Year honors.

Morton Ranch senior defensive lineman 
Brandon Brown was a unanimous selection 
as Defensive Player of the Year. Tompkins 
junior Marquis Shoulders was named Special 
Teams Player of the Year.

Katy High sophomore linebacker Ty Kana 

and Taylor junior quarterback J. Jensen III 
shared Co-Newcomer of the Year.

Mayde Creek’s Mike Rabe was named 
Coach of the Year.

The following is the 19-6A all-district first 
and second team members, by position. 
Unanimous picks are in italics.

OFFENSE
Offensive Line

• First Team: Bryce Foster, Taylor High, jr. 
(Unanimous); Hayden Conner, Taylor High, 
jr.; Justice Guillory, Morton Ranch, sr.; Dakota 
White, Katy High, sr.; Hayden Burke, Tomp-
kins, sr.

• Second Team: Carson Rogers, Katy 
High, sr.; Dylan Howerton, Katy High, sr.; 
David Peterson, Tompkins, sr.; Aaron Session, 
Morton Ranch, jr.; Jabahri Thomas, Mayde 
Creek, sr.

Center
• First Team: Brayden Gammel, Katy 

High, sr.
• Second Team: Curtis Stripling, Mayde 

Creek, sr.

Running Backs
• First Team: Julius Loughridge, Mayde 

Creek, jr. (Unanimous); Ron Hoff, Katy High, 
sr.; R.J. Smith, Tompkins, sr.

• Second Team: Casey Shorter, Taylor, 
jr.; Marquis Shoulders, Tompkins, jr.; Milton 
Jones, Seven Lakes, jr.

Fullback
• First Team: Garrett Mack, Tompkins, sr.; 

Gavin Belue, Taylor, sr.

Receivers
• First Team: Josh Gaton, Morton 

Ranch, sr. (Unanimous); Jordan Patrick, 
Katy High, sr.; Gabe Atkin, Tompkins, sr.

• Second Team: Eric Johnson Jr., Seven 
Lakes, sr.; Taurean Muhammad, Tompkins, 
sr.; Griffin Dougherty, Taylor, sr.

Quarterback
• First Team: Jalen Milroe, Tompkins, jr. 

(Unanimous)
• Second Team: J. Jensen III, Taylor, jr.

Tight End
• First Team: Conner Kinslow, Tomp-

kins, sr.
• Second Team: Fernando Garza, Katy 

High, jr.

All-Purpose Player
• First Team: Donte Jones, Mayde 

Creek, jr.
• Second Team: John Zalocha, Mayde 

Creek, sr.

DEFENSE
Defensive Line

• First Team: Brandon Brown, Morton 
Ranch, sr. (Unanimous); Tunmise Adeleye, 
Tompkins, sr. (Unanimous); Tiago Sumbo, 
Seven Lakes, sr.; Trayden Herrman, Tomp-
kins, sr.; Eti-ini Bassey, Tompkins, so.

• Second Team: Malick Sylla, Katy 
High, so.; Jayden Holcomb, Katy High, 
sr.; Tim Nugent, Katy High, sr.; Jahmai 
Edwards, Taylor, sr.; Jaymian Simon, Seven 
Lakes, sr.

Linebackers
• First Team: Jaylen Phillips, Katy High, 

sr.; Victor Holdman, Mayde Creek, sr.; Ty 
Kana, Katy High, so.

• Second Team: Martin Nowlin, Taylor, 
sr.; Jesse Jones, Mayde Creek, sr.; Eric Chris-
tianson, Tompkins, sr.; Nate Hawkins, Seven 
Lakes, sr.

Secondary
• First Team: Bryan Massey, Katy High, 

sr.; Braden Hay, Taylor, sr.; Pryce Powell, 
Tompkins, sr.; Dalton Johnson, Katy High, jr.; 
Trevor Woods, Taylor, jr.

• Second Team: Hunter Washington, 
Katy High, jr.; Joseph Kinyock, Mayde Creek, 
jr.; Dru Polidore, Tompkins, jr.; Jesse Jensen, 
Tompkins, sr.; Daylin Johnson, Katy High, 
sr.; Colby Huerter, Tompkins, jr.; Dylan Ford, 
Morton Ranch, sr.

All-Purpose Player
• First Team: Trevor Woods, Taylor, jr.
• Second Team: Hagen Losa, Katy High, 

sr.

Punter
• First Team: Pryce Powell, Tompkins, sr.
• Second Team: Roger Sanguinetti, Cin-

co Ranch, sr.

Kicker
• First Team: Renan Baeta, Taylor, jr.
• Second Team: Nemanja Lazic, Katy 

High, jr.

Return Specialist
• First Team: Jordan Patrick, Katy, sr.
• Second Team: JaCoby Wilson, Mayde 

Creek, sr.

Tompkins’ Milroe headlines all-district honors

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN

Tompkins junior Jalen Milroe. Mayde Creek coach Mike Rabe.

Morton Ranch senior Brandon Brown. Katy High senior Ron Hoff.

Mayde Creek junior Julius Loughridge.

Katy High sophomore Ty Kana.Taylor junior J. Jensen III.
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Call Today!
281-394-0031

Thankful for our
wonderful customers. 

Here’s $50 to put toward a heating repair or check up, or plumbing
repair during the months of November and December.

Cannot be combined with other off ers

TACLA11315E

By STEPHEN GREENWELL
TIMES CORRESPONDENT

It hasn’t necessarily been the 
smoothest path to Texas A&M for 
Braedon Mowry, but the former 
Taylor High standout and four-
star defensive end recruit made 
it official on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
as he signed his letter of intent on 
Early Signing Day.

The 6-foot-4, 240-pound 
Mowry graduated high school 
in May, but he didn’t enroll at 
the school in the fall. He said the 
signing was delayed because they 
were waiting for positive grades 
from his final high school courses 
to be accepted.

He never wavered in his 
decision, though.

“When I committed to A&M, it 
was just the ‘done’ point, because 
I saw A&M as the best university 
for me, myself and my family,” 
Mowry said. “When I got put into 
the predicament I got put in, 
A&M said they would stay firm to 
that commitment, and if I could 
do what I needed to do, it was a 
done deal. That meant a lot, and 
not many other coaches reached 
out, so when A&M said they 
would support me and cheer me 
on, it meant a lot to me and made 
me want to stay there.”

His mother, Wendy Mowry, 
was there to watch as he signed 
the paperwork. Celebrating with 
her and Braedon were his brother 
and sister, Landan and Kylie; his 
aunt Kelly Mowry-Durondeau; his 
aunt Deanna Middleton, uncle 
David Middleton and cousin 
Ellie Middleton; his grandmother 
Ruth Ann Mowry; and Elizabeth 
Wicker, a family friend that 
Wendy described as “another 
aunt” for Braedon.

“He hasn’t had things 
easy, his whole life, and this is 
huge,” Wendy said. “He’s had 
the right people in his life at 
the right times, and he has so 
much determination and self-
perseverance, that he made it. As 
a mom, I’m so, so proud of him.”

Taylor defensive coordinator 
J. Jensen coached Mowry for all 
four years, and he choked up 
slightly as he remembered his 
play and read off his stats: 22 
career sacks, and 12 sacks his 
senior year, both school records, 
and 101 tackles that year as well.

“He’s just got an unbelievable 
motor, and it’s amazing where 
he is now versus where he was at 
when he was a freshman when 
we got him,” Jensen said after 
the signing, noting that it was 
the second player he had with 
Division I talent.

“Max Wright was the first guy 
who came in, so he kind of set 
the bar as far as being a Division I 
defensive lineman out of Taylor,” 
Jensen said. “Braedon was able to 
grow up under Max and see how 
he did it, and learn the ways to do 
things and how to work, and how 
to work even when you have big 
time offers, so it was never a deal 
with Braedon where he eased up. 
If anything, we had to pull him 
back, which is good. You love 
those kids.”

Braedon and Wendy both 
mentioned Jensen as a strong 
factor in his development.

“I just am truly so appreciative 
of Coach Jensen,” Wendy said. 
“He’s an amazing person and he’s 
been a father figure for Braedon.”

Mowry has been candid in 
the past about not taking school 
seriously enough, especially 
during his first few years of high 

Mowry 
finally 

an 
Aggie

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Morton Ranch fell a game short of the 
playoffs this season, but it wasn’t because of 
its defense. The Mavericks had one of the bet-
ter defensive units in District 19-6A, allowing 
22.2 points on 281.7 yards per game.

It was no surprise, then, that two defensive 
playmakers signed to continue their careers 
in college on Wednesday, Dec. 18, for Early 
Signing Day. Defensive lineman Brandon 
Brown, the unanimous Defensive Player of 
the Year in the district, is headed back home 
to New Orleans to play at Tulane, while de-
fensive back Dorian Maynard will play for the 
Air Force Academy.

Brown, a 6-foot-2, 290-pound disrup-
tive force of power and speed, was recently 
named the Associated Press’ Class 6A all-state 
Defensive Player of the Year. Brown compiled 
8.8 tackles per game, 17 tackles for a loss, nine 
sacks and five fumbles caused this season.

“He has such quickness and athleticism,” Morton Ranch defensive lineman Brandon Brown looks up after signing with Tulane on Early Signing Day on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
at Morton Ranch High.

ON THEIR WAY UP

State’s DPOY Brown, Maynard sign on to continue careers

PHOTOS BY DENNIS SILVA II

Morton Ranch defensive standouts Dorian Maynard, left, and Brandon Brown, right, pose for a photo after signing with the Air Force Academy and Tulane, respectively, on Early Signing Day on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, at Morton Ranch High.

See MAVS, page B5

By STEPHEN GREENWELL
TIMES CORRESPONDENT

While a 17-point fourth quarter lead 
and 26 points from Katy senior Allana 
Thompson were too much for Taylor 
to overcome, the Mustangs showed 
impressive resolve on Friday, Dec. 20, 
battling back to cut the deficit to five 
before falling 61-54 in a District 19-6A 
affair.

It was the district opener for Katy, 
which improved to 9-9 overall. Taylor 
dropped to 1-1 in district play, 7-9 
overall.

It was a choppy and chippy game 
for both teams as whistles were fre-
quent. Taylor shot 36 free throws and 
Katy shot 40, with Thompson making it 
to the line for 22 attempts. She also was 
a key source of intensity on the Tigers’ 
press, and played the top of a 1-2-2 
zone in the defensive halfcourt.

When Taylor defenders keyed in 
on her, Thompson passed to open 
teammates. The Tigers hit eight 3-point 
shots, with junior Aubrey Ridenhour 
hitting four and finishing with 12 
points.

“Allana did a good job of attacking 
and getting us there, and Aubrey ob-
viously shot well,” Katy coach Shanna 
Marhofer said. “I felt like our team 
play, especially in the first half of shar-

ing the ball and getting one more pass, 
was really good, and I love watching 
that.”

Katy led by 15 after the first half 
and held a 10-point lead for most of 
that time, thanks to the press. Taylor 
struggled to get good looks, finishing 
with only three field goals in the first 
half and six through three quarters. 
Junior Dominique Lombard was one of 
the few bright spots in the opening half 
with nine points, finishing with 11.

However, while the press led to easy 
buckets for Katy, it also repeatedly sent 
the Mustangs to the free-throw line, 
especially in the second quarter. As the 
game wore on, Marhofer said she had 
to call it off because of the foul trouble 
her starters were in.

“We generally feed off of our press, 
and it does a lot of good things for us 
as far as the intensity level on defense 
goes,” she said. “But if we’re fouling 
them a lot and putting them on the 
free-throw line, bailing them out like 
we were, we have to take it off.”

The Mustangs trailed by 17 after 
a 3-pointer by Ridenhour with seven 
minutes left, but the insertion of soph-
omore Sheridan Shaw and junior Deb-
orah Imeh seemed to give Taylor a jolt 

Katy tops Taylor in early 19-6A showdown

MARK GOODMAN

Katy senior Allana Thompson goes up for a shot during a district game against 
Taylor on Friday, Dec. 20, at Taylor High. See HOOPS, page B3
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Dr. Kimberly Clark and Dr. Nicole Oberle 
are the proud new owners of Marek Veterinary Clinic.

Dr. Clark graduated from Texas A&M University, College of Veterinary 
Medicine with both a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine and a Doctorate 
of Philosophy in Veterinary Microbiology.  She and her family have been 
members of the Sealy Community since 2005.  She has been practicing 
veterinary medicine for 20 years and is excited to practice in her own 
hometown.  Dr. Oberle received her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine 
from Texas A&M University, College of Veterinary Medicine and has 
been practicing for over 10 years.  Dr. Oberle grew up in the small town 
of Lamesa, TX.  She and her family are looking forward to being a part 
of Sealy.  Dr. Dennis Marek, a life time resident of Austin County and also 
a graduate from Texas A&M University, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
started Marek Veterinary Clinic in 1979.  The clinic just celebrated its 
40th anniversary!  Dr. Marek will continue to provide veterinary care for 
your pets.  In addition, all of the very talented veterinary staff  will also 
continue to provide the level of personalized care that you have come 
to expect. 

The clinic will be officially changing its name to Sealy Animal Hospital 
in 2020. The doctors will combine over 70 years of experience in 
veterinary medicine and surgery.  They look forward to providing your 
pets with exceptional veterinary care.

1919 Texas 36 N Sealy, TX 77474 • 979-885-7425

from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077
9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

5:00 – 9:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfi sh 
Mondays

Clara Ernstes Guice was born on June 8, 
1934, in Katy, Texas, to John Andrew Ernstes 
and Rose Bischof Ernstes. She grew up on the 
family dairy farm just east of Katy. 
After graduating high school and 
attending business school, Clara 
worked for her sister’s newspaper, 
The Brookshire Times (now The Katy 
Times), as a reporter and typesetter. 
While working at The Times, she 
met John Charles “Johnny” Guice, 
an engineer for the Fort Bend 
Telephone Company and they were 
married on September 10, 1966. 
They started their own construction 
company, Guice Cable Co., in 
1976. For 30 years, Clara handled 
the accounting and bookkeeping. 
Clara was very involved with Saint 
Bartholomew Catholic Church 
from its beginning - teaching CCD, 
serving on the parish council, as 
part of the funeral meal ministry, 
the Altar Society, and as a member of the Respect 
Life committee, among other roles. When the 
church initiated Eucharistic Adoration, she was 
among the first to sign up and continued weekly for 
over twenty years. 

Clara was also active in the Republican Party. 
She was a delegate for the State of Texas Republican 
Convention and served as a poll worker for many 
elections. By preserving and sharing the newspaper 
records with the City of Katy and regional university 
libraries, she captured a part of the local history for 
future generations. She enjoyed being outdoors, 
gardening and saltwater fishing. A true sports fan, 
she was a dedicated follower of the Astros, the 
Aggies and the Katy Tigers. Most of all, she enjoyed 
spending time with her four children and eight 
grandchildren.

Clara passed away peacefully at home on 

December 16, 2019, at the age of 85 years.
She is survived by her children, John Guice, 

Jr., Barry Guice and wife, Doris, Kay Gordon 
and husband, Jim, and Robert 
Guice and wife, Vicky, all of Katy; 
grandchildren, Shawn, Cameron, 
Brandie, and Corey Guice, Jacob 
and Jillian Gordon, Sarah and 
Amy Guice; brother Leo Ernstes of 
Schulenburg, Texas, sister Barbara 
McDonald and husband Dr. Charles 
McDonald of Richmond, Texas, 
and sister-in-law Mary Ernstes 
of Schulenburg, Texas. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, 
parents and siblings, Mary Ann 
Ernstes of Katy, Lloyd Ernstes and 
wife, Mary, of Katy, Gladys Sodolak 
and husband, Bill Sodolak of 
Frydek, Texas and Albert Ernstes of 
Schulenburg, Texas. 

The family will receive friends 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, December 19, 2019 at the Schmidt 
Funeral Home East Avenue Chapel, 1508 East 
Avenue, where a rosary will be recited at 7:00 
p.m. Mass will be celebrated at 1:00 p.m. on 
Friday, December 20, 2019 at St. Bartholomew 
Catholic Church in Katy, with Rev. Christopher 
Plant, Celebrant. Interment will follow at Morton 
Cemetery in Richmond, Texas.

  The family suggests memorials be given in 
Clara’s memory to St Bartholomew Catholic Church 
in Katy, Texas; St Mary’s Catholic Center, 603 
Church Ave, College Station, Texas 77840; Texas 
Right to Life, www.texasrighttolife.com; Smile 
Train, www.smiletrain.org; or a charity of choice.

Funeral services held under the direction of
Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue  ~  Katy, Texas  77493  ~  (281) 

391-2424

Kathleen Margaret (Beam) 
Ash, 91, of Fulshear, Texas passed 
away on Sunday, December 15, 
2019. 

Kathleen 
was born on 
December 13, 
1928, in Lurgan, 
Pennsylvania, 
the daughter of 
Frank and Loretta 
(Snoke) Beam. 
She grew up in 
West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, 
graduating from 
West Chester 
High School on 
June 6, 1946. 
Kathleen received 
her bachelor’s 
degree from West 
Chester State Teacher’s College 
in February of 1950. She was 
united in marriage to the love of 
her life, Harold (Hal) Ash, on June 
24, 1950, at the United Methodist 
of West Chester. Kathleen loved 
teaching 3rd grade, retiring in 
1975. Hal and Kathleen then 
opened Kathy’s Kiddie Corner 
Daycare in Houston, Texas. 
After 30 years of taking pride in 
educating young minds, Hal and 
Kathy fully retired and moved to 
Galveston in 2006. In 2014, they 
moved to Fulshear to be closer 
to family and were members of 
Brookshire First United Methodist 
Church.

Kathleen Ash is survived 

by her daughter:  Debbie Ash 
of Fulshear; sons: Steve Ash of 
Huntsville and Randy Ash (Joan) 

of Fulshear; 
grandchildren: 
Shelby Brock, 
Stephanie Lee, 
Dustin Ash, 
Jennifer Ash 
Cranek, Jennifer 
Naae Albanese, 
and Jared Naae; 
and great-
grandchildren: 
Braden Brock, 
Caitlin Ash, Jacob 
Ash, Samantha 
Cranek,  and Lexi 
Lee. 

She is 
preceded in 
death by her 

husband Harold Ash, her parents, 
and her brother William David 
Beam.

A Memorial Service was 
held at 11:30 A.M. on Saturday, 
December 21, 2019, at the 
Brookshire First United Methodist 
Church with Pastor Sue Lyle 
officiating.

Friends who wish may make 
memorial gifts to the: Brookshire 
First United Methodist Church, 
P.O. Box 397, Brookshire, Texas 
77423.

Funeral arrangements under 
the direction of the Schmidt 
Funeral Home, 819 Waller Avenue, 
Brookshire, Texas 77423. (281) 934 
2424 www.schmidtfunerals.com

CLARA ERNSTES GUICE
1934-2019

KATHLEEN MARGARET ASH
1928-2019

street at a mobile home that was a little 
worse for wear. The yard was piled high 
with stuff, now half buried in the snow. As I 
waited, the door flew open, accompanied by 
a string of expletives.

A man about my age was following a 
younger man out of the house, screaming 
at him, yelling terrible things. I watched 
as the young man—who was wearing the 

beginning of a thin beard and a winter jack-
et—was chased out of the house and began 
walking down the country road alone.

Minutes later, my parents in the car, we 
were driving home on the road that leads 
to the greenhouse when we saw the young 
man, walking. It was several miles to town.

“Should we stop, dad?” I asked. My dad 
was silent.

“It’s hard to know what to do,” my mom 
said, quietly.

The young man seems appropriately 
dressed for the weather. He is walking 

down the road in a deliberate fashion, as 
though he knows where he was going — I 
say all this to myself because I know I 
won’t stop. I know I won’t take a chance 
and put this stranger in the car with my 
eighty-year-old parents and get involved in 
something that I don’t know the first thing 
about.

We drive by.
Snug inside the car, my mother holds 

the small poinsettia in her lap. I wonder 
what that young man’s Christmas will be 
like and I don’t know what to do. I don’t 

know what to do, in this crowded time 
of year, with all the emotions that bump 
against each other. I don’t know how to 
sort out the tangled strands of joy and sor-
row that run through me.

Sitting with my happy, healthy parents, I 
am quiet as I watch the young man, walking 
alone down the road on this bright cold day.

Until next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir, “Blue Yarn,” was 
released earlier this year. Learn more at 
CarrieClasson.com.
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detention areas are planned into 
development. Setting up developer 
agreements that require quality 
drainage plans is vital, he said. 

“[Flood mitigation is] on the 
forefront of all of our minds and 
every one of those developer 
agreements – whether it’s a couple 
of acres or a strip [center] or even 
a master planned community – it’s 
got to be at the forefront of all of 
our minds,” Groff said. 

Rosenberg continually main-
tains its drainage and has added 
a 45-acre detention basin, Benton 
said. The basin is about 10-12 feet 
deep and basin excavation has 
been free, though the city did have 
to pay about $39,000 to have the 
engineering for the basin done. 
Contractors building the freeway 
nearby have dug out the basin, he 
said. 

Boudreaux said Simonton is 
looking at flood mitigation very dif-
ferently. The city is still considering 
how it might keep lower areas in its 
12-square-mile ETJ free to manage 
water and higher areas for use as 
home or business sites, she said. 
Still, she said the city is watching 
what works at the county level and 
in other cities.

Katy responded to Harvey with 
a flood bond package that passed 
and has led to active projects, 
Harris said. City flood mitigation 
projects aren’t required to be 
limited in scope to simple drainage 
ponds. By adding a few features 
to retention and detention ponds, 
new parks are created with walking 
trails, adding to the green space 
available in the city. 

Katy was one of the first mu-
nicipalities in the Greater Houston 
Area to pass a flood bond after Har-
vey May 5 of 2018, according to city 

documents and election records. 
The $19.5 million flood mitigation 
bond package has been used to 
increase detention pond volumes 
and expand or repair overall drain-
age in Katy’s city limits.

“We’ve worked with other enti-
ties,” Harris said. “The Brookshire 
Katy Drainage District to be sure 
that those floodways are clear and 
open and water can move.” 

State Oversight
Noting the Texas Legislature 

had created some new laws during 
the 2019 legislative session that 
placed revenue caps and eliminat-
ing building material requirements 
cities can apply, Garvin asked what 
challenges the statutes caused in 
the region. 

Garvin was referring to House 
Bill 2, a piece of legislation that 
became effective this fall and sets 
limits on how much a municipality 
can raise property taxes without 
a vote, and House Bill 2439 which 
prevents cities from setting build-
ing material standards higher than 
federal standards. 

Panelists said they are leverag-
ing relationships with state legis-
lators to have the laws adjusted to 
help them manage growth and pre-
serve their communities’ cultures 
and heritages. 

Community leaders statewide 
have complained that restrictions 
in the two bills don’t allow them to 
set tax rates that provide sufficient 
revenue to develop necessary infra-
structure and don’t allow them to 
maintain the aesthetics and safety 
standards they are known for. 

Groff said Fulshear has the low-
est tax rate in Fort Bend County, 
but the tax revenue limitations 
were a concern because of the city’s 
fast growth. 

He added that the changes in 
the city’s ability to enforce stricter 
building material standards had a 

secondary effect of forcing cities to 
reexamine their codes of ordinance 
for compliance. Fulshear has been 
working on reviewing its ordinanc-
es for some time and this was a 
setback, he said.

“This was super impactful to all 
of us,” Boudreaux said. “But I don’t 
think [legislators had an under-
standing] of what this law was 
going to change.” 

Katy enjoys one of the lowest tax 
rates in a generation, Harris said. 
Because Katy has sales tax revenue 
from the retail centers in town such 
as Katy Mills, Harris said the city 
does not have to rely on property 
taxes as much as other cities in the 
area do. 

“Every single [legislator] that 
we’ve met with and talked to has 
been open to this discussion,” 
Boudreaux said. “We’ll spend all 
the time necessary to put pen to 
paper and show examples so that it 
illustrates the city of Simonton.”

Law Enforcement 
Recruiting

Citing cases across the nation 
in which police officer errors have 
gone viral in the media, Garvin 
asked Nehls and Smith how trust 
in law enforcement had affected 
recruiting and the decline in law 
enforcement’s public reputation.

Smith said he has seen an 
evolution in law enforcement 
during his career into a true 
profession and that profession is 
going through a challenging phase. 
Still, he said, the majority of those 
in law enforcement are trying to 
serve their communities and he 
is saddened by the decline of the 
profession’s reputation which has 
affected recruitment.

Recruitment is difficult with 
comparisons between the private 
sector and law enforcement regard-
ing salaries, Smith said. Compe-
tition for candidates is fierce as a 

result, he said. WCSO is currently 
looking for three more officers.

Support for law enforcement is 
still strong in Waller County, Smith 
said and Waller County residents 
are willing to work with the WCSO. 
The county’s Crime Stoppers group 
worked with the department to 
create a 10 most wanted list. Of 
the 19 fugitives placed on the list 
since its inception, nine have been 
captured, he said. 

As another example, Smith cited 
support from by the community 
after WCSO Deputy Loren Vasquez 
died in flood waters late in 2018. 

“I cannot describe the outpour-
ing for our deputy’s family,” Smith 
said. “We appreciate that tremen-
dously.” 

Nehls said the FBCSO has a 
good relationship with its commu-
nity and does not have a shortage 
of officers at this time. He praised 
community members who regu-
larly support first responders like 
the sheriff’s office when the need 
arises such as residents who bring 
food to first responders during nat-
ural disasters. That type of respect 
and appreciation are important, 
he said.

“We respect you and you in turn 
respect us,” Nehls said.

Technology and 
Communication

Educating the public in the age 
of social media is difficult, Nehls 
said. Especially regarding incidents 
that are rumored to have happened 
such as school-related issues. 

“I would ask you to not get 
caught up in all the social media,” 
Nehls said. “[I would ask you] to 
get information purely from law 
enforcement agencies.”

Municipalities are doing what 
they can to improve communica-
tion tools by leveraging technology, 
officials said. 

Harris said Katy has done a lot 

of work to improve its safety and 
faces the unique challenge of hav-
ing three counties to interact with. 
Katy police officers interact with all 
three counties and Katy ISD police, 
he said. Improvements to dispatch-
ing and other safety infrastructure 
have helped residents feel safe, he 
said. Katy has also added a noti-
fication system that residents can 
sign up for on line called the KT 
Alert System. The new system alerts 
residents to danger or provides 
information about community 
events.

Implementing technology such 
as smart water meters in the city 
has also empowered residents, 
Harris said. Smart meters help wa-
ter consumers manager their water 
consumption – and subsequently 
water bills – in real time through an 
online portal and reduce the need 
to read meters manually. 

“I think in some aspects, we’re 
leading the way,” Harris said. 

Boudreaux said Simonton is 
trying to establish infrastructure 
now, so when development comes 
the infrastructure and technology 
needed for the coming growth. 

In closing comments, all panel-
ists agreed that keeping crime low 
and working together was import-
ant. 

Breaking down borders and 
working together to address the 
coming growth cooperatively is 
vital, Boudreaux said. Communi-
cating to prevent causing problems 
for neighboring municipalities 
and sharing best practices would 
help communities address growth 
productively, she said.

“The word that comes to mind 
is collaboration,” Groff said. “And it 
doesn’t matter whether it’s flooding 
or transportation or the Fort Bend 
Water Authority or any of these 
different issues, the collaboration 
needs to happen across the board, 
across this table…”
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals for a 1.0 million Gallon Welded Steel 
Ground Storage Tank at Water Plant No. 7 will be 
received at City of Katy Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, 
Katy, Texas 77493, until  2:30 p.m., Wednesday, January 
8, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
largest possible total bid, including consideration of 
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be 
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc.  Bidder must telephone before coming to 
pick up plans.  Said amount will be refunded if the bid 
documents are returned in good condition within one 
(1) week of the date of bid.  Otherwise, no refunds will 
be made.  Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00.   
Subcontractors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 
which will not be refunded.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals for the Goldeneye Storm Sewer Project   
will be received at City of Katy Municipal Building, 901 
Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until  2:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
January 8, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of 
the largest possible total bid, including consideration of 
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be 
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc.  Bidder must telephone before coming 
to pick up plans.  Said amount will be refunded if the 
bid documents are returned in good condition within one 
(1) week of the date of bid.  Otherwise, no refunds will 
be made.  Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00.   
Subcontractors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 
which will not be refunded.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
Sealed proposals for a 500,000 Gallon Elevated Storage 
Tank at Water Plant No. 7 will be received at City of Katy 
Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas 77493, until  
2:15 p.m., Wednesday, January 8, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
largest possible total bid, including consideration of 
alternates, must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if 
awarded the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a 
contract and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined 
in the Contract Documents.  Performance Bond, Payment 
Bond, and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one 
hundred percent (100%) of the contract price will be 
required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc.  Bidder must telephone before coming to 
pick up plans.  Said amount will be refunded if the bid 
documents are returned in good condition within one 
(1) week of the date of bid.  Otherwise, no refunds will 
be made.  Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00.   
Subcontractors and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 
which will not be refunded.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, 
or an intention or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

FOR RENT 
OR LEASE

RIVERSIDE TIRE CENTER
in Sealy is taking applications for the position of 

GENERAL SERVICE / 
TIRE TECHNICIAN

GREAT BENEFITS 
We off er:
• Competitive Pay
• Paid Vacation Days and Paid Holidays
• Health Insurance
• 401(k) Plan
Please apply in person.
RIVERSIDE TIRE CENTER
12450 FM 1458, Sealy
www.riversidetire.com

979-885-4009

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/@thekatytimes

We have cozy 1 and 2 bedrooms 
available $850-1035 located at 708 Alabama St. 

Katy, Tx 77494 281-391-0026

2000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fi replace, kitch-
en island, granite  
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314.

-----

PUBLIC
NOTICES
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THE SALVATION 
ARMY DONA-
TION CENTER is 
now hiring!  Part-
time positions are 
now available at 
our new location in 
Katy! Please call 
(713)869-3551, 
extension 56845 
to schedule an in-
terview.

-----

APPLICATION HAS BEEN
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S
OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, A 
WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE 
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE 
STORE TASTING PERMIT BY
QUALITY LICENSING CORP. 
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING 
CORP. (STORE #768) LOCATED 
AT 1313 N FRY RD, KATY,
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS
77449. OFFICERS OF SAID
COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO;
MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP;
ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY;
DANIEL JOHN RICE,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S
OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, A
WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE
STORE TASTING PERMIT BY
QUALITY LICENSING CORP.
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING
CORP. (STORE #3226) LOCATED
AT 25108 MARKET PLACE DR,
KATY, FORT BEND COUNTY,
TEXAS 77494. OFFICERS OF
SAID COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO;
MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP;
ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY; 
DANIEL JOHN RICE,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITH THE TEXAS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
COMMISSION FOR A
BEER RETAIL DEALER’S
OFF-PREMISE LICENSE, A
WINE ONLY PACKAGE STORE
PERMIT AND A PACKAGE
STORE TASTING PERMIT BY
QUALITY LICENSING CORP.
D/B/A QUALITY LICENSING
CORP. (STORE #4538) LOCATED
AT 6060 N FRY RD, KATY,
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS
77449. OFFICERS OF SAID
COMPANY ARE JOHN
SCUDDER, PRESIDENT/CEO;
MATTHEW W. ALLEN, VP;
WAYNE HAMILTON, VP;
ANDREA M. LAZENBY,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY;
DANIEL JOHN RICE,
ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 

MISC. MISC. MISC.MISC.

MISC. MISC. MISC.

CINCO SOUTHWEST
MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 2

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF
RULES AND PENALTIES

Notice is hereby given that, at a meeting on December 16, 2019, the Board of 
Directors of Cinco Southwest Municipal Utility District No. 2 (the “District”) 
adopted a Resolution Establishing Rules and Regulations Governing the Use of 
the District’s Online Portal System (“Resolution”), providing rules and regulations 
governing the use of the District’s online portal system and related phone 
application for water usage data.  Violation of any of the rules or regulations 
contained in the Resolution will subject the violator to a fine of up to $10,000 
per violation.  Each separate occurrence and day that a violation continues shall 
be considered a separate violation.  A copy of the Resolution, with all of its rules 
and regulations, including the penalty listed above, is on file at the principal office 
of the District, Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, 
Suite 2600, Houston, Texas  77027, where it may be read in full.

 /s/Alan Hirshman
 President, Board of Directors

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City Council Of The 
City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct Public Hearings At Their Regular 
Meetings To Be Held At City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 14, 2020

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, January 27, 2020

THE HEARING IS BEING CONDUCTED TO RECEIVE COMMENTS 
FROM THE PUBLIC ON A PROPOSED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CITY 
OF KATY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 621; FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT; 
TO-WIT: A CHARTER SCHOOL USE IN A “C-1” COMMERCIAL 
DISTRICT, AS ALLOWED IN SECTION 15.2-1 OF THE CITY OF 
KATY ZONING ORDINANCE.  THE PROPERTY REQUESTING THE 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT IS LOCATED AT 5618 ELEVENTH STREET. 
ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City Council Of The 
City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct Public Hearings At Their Regular 
Meetings To Be Held At City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 14, 2020

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, January 27, 2020

THE HEARINGS ARE BEING CONDUCTED TO RECEIVE COMMENTS 
FROM THE PUBLIC ON A PROPOSED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KATY, TEXAS, AMENDING THE CITY OF 
KATY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 621; FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
THAT ALLOWS A SPECIAL USE IN A “C-2” GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 
FOR AN INSTITUTION OF A RELIGIOUS NATURE (JESUS RESCUE 
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH). THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 6193 
HIGHWAY BOULEVARD, SUITE 201. APPLICANT IS ANDREW 
ALLEMAND, BEACON LAND SERVICES, OWNER IS OLIVER GUERRERO. 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT HEREWITH.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summons In the Superior Court of the Virgin Islands, 
Division of St. Croix LPP Mortgage, Inc. f/k/a LPP 
Mortgage, Ltd., Plaintiff, v. Patsy Raveneau a/k/a Patsy 
Revineau, and Lenore Raveneau, Defendants. Case No: 
SX-18-CV-73 Action for Debt and Foreclosure of Real 
Property Mortgage The Government of the Virgin Islands: 
To: Patsy Raveneau a/k/a Patsy Revineau, Defendant 
Address: 3735 E. Piper Grove Drive, Katy, TX 77449. Within 
the time limited by law (see note below) you are hereby 
required to appear before this Court and answer to a 
complaint filed against you in this action and in case of 
your failure to appear or answer, judgment by default will 
be taken against you as demanded in the complaint for 
debt and foreclosure of real property mortgage. Witness 
my hand this 4th day of March, 2019 Estrella H. George, 
Clerk of the Court Matthew R. Reinhardt, Esq., Quintairos, 
Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A., 1000 Blackbeard´s Hill, Suite 
10, St. Thomas, VI 00802 Mailing Address: 255 S. Orange 
Avenue, Suite 900, Orlando, FL 32801 Tel: (855) 2870240
matthew.reinhardt@qpwblaw.com Note: The defendant, 
if served personally, is required to file his answer of other 
defense with the Clerk of the Court, and to serve a copy 
thereof upon the plaintiff´s attorney within twenty-one 
(21) days after service of this summons, excluding the date 
of the service. The defendant, if served by publication, or 
by personal service outside of the jurisdiction, is required 
to file his answer, or other defense, with the Clerk of this 
Court, and to serve a copy thereof upon the attorney for 
the plaintiff within thirty (30) days after the completion of 
the period of publication or personal service outside of the 
jurisdiction.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITH THE TEXAS 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
COMMISSION FOR A WINE 
AND BEER RETAILER’S ON 
PREMISE PERMIT. ISLAND 
FIN POKE COMPANY 
LOCATED AT 9910 GASTON 
ROAD. SUITE 160, KATY, 
FORT BEND COUNTY, 
TEXAS 77494.  OFFICERS 
OF SAID COMPANY ARE
DANIEL M. LYLE,
PRESIDENT;  ALYSON B.
LYLE, SECRETARY.

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Tough  • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy
cappolino | dodd | KrEbs

may occur 30 to 60 years after expo-
sure to asbestos. Many workers were 
exposed from the 1940s through the 
1970s. Industrial and construction work-
ers, along with their families (second 
hand exposure) are among those at 
risk for mesothelioma, lung cancer
or gastro cancer (throat, stomach, 
colon). Even if you or your loved one 
settled an asbestosis case in the past, 
this may be a new claim, so call now. 

Mesothelioma
1-800-460-0606

www.Asbestos Law.com

no fEE for fIrst vIsIt
offIcEs In Houston/conroE, tEMplE and austIn,

prIncIpal offIcE In caMEron
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WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

MISC.MISC.

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 22, 2019
ACREAGE

12.25 acres, southwest of Brackettville. South Texas/
West Texas brush country. Deer, hogs, turkey, quail. 
$1623 down, $269/month, (9.9%, 30 years). Additional 
acreage available. www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 
866-286-0199.

AUCTION
42nd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, noon, 
Jan. 18, El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX. 
Expecting 100 bulls, group of select females. www.
cattlemansale.com, 903-452-7591 or 903-850-3449.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free 
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers 
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT, 
www.boatangel.com.

HUNTING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507, www.BaseCampLeasing.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Mesothelioma may occur 30 to 60 years after exposure 
to asbestos. Many workers were exposed from the 
1940s through the 1970s. Industrial and construc-
tion workers, along with their families (second hand 
exposure) are among those at risk for mesothelioma, 
lung cancer or gastro cancer (throat, stomach, colon). 
Call 800-460-0606 for professional legal insight or visit 
www.AsbestosLaw.com. 

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

SATELLITE TV
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies On 
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-855-
710-4824 or satellitedealnow.com/tex.

STEAKS
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 68% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99. 1-866-
879-0154 mention code:59104KRJ or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/love48. 

WANTED
I Buy RVs – Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, 
Bumper Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, 
Dirty or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, 
we can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Karen Lopez | Publisher
R. Hans Miller | Senior reporter
Dennis Silva II | Sports editor
Victoria Parker | Designer
Victoria Parker | Designer
Linda Simpson | Inside Sales
Debbie Prejean | Bookkeeper

OFFICE HOURS:
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
5319 East Fifth Street
Katy, TX 77493

TO REPORT NEWS: 
Call (281) 391-3141
or email news@katytimes.com

TO REPORT SPORTS SCORES: 
email sports@katytimes.com

ADVERTISING:
For information on advertising  
in the Katy Times, in print or online,  

contact us at (281) 391-3141 or email 
katyclass@katytimes.com. Advertising 
deadline is noon on Friday for both  
classified and retail advertising. 

BILLING:
Address billing inquiries to:
Debbie Prejean, Bookkeeper
bookkeeping@katytimes.com

CORRECTIONS:
We strive for accuracy and  
transparency in our reporting. If you 
believe that we have made a factual 
error in reporting, please call (281) 
391-3141 or email editor@katytimes.
com with a link to the story in question, 
along with information on what you 
believe is factually incorrect in the 
reporting. Individual columns in the 

Katy Times
Phone: (281) 391-3141

Fax: 281-391-2030
Katy Times do not necessarily reflect the 
newspaper’s editorial opinion. 

PRESS RELEASES:
Press releases are accepted but are not 
guaranteed for publication. Press releases 
should be e-mailed only to news@
katytimes.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
We encourage your Letters to the Editor 
submissions, but we reserve the right to 
edit for content and for space restrictions. 
All letters must contain the full name of 
the person who wrote the letter, as well 
as their address and telephone number 
for verification purposes. Letters can be 
submitted via e-mail to news@katytimes.com. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
The Katy Times (ISSN 067-180) is 

publishedon Thursday for $35 per year in 
Harris,Waller and Fort Bend Counties and 
$45 elsewhere by The Katy Times, 5319 E. 
Fifth St., Katy, Texas 77493. Periodical-rate 
postage paid at Katy, Texas 77494. 

CIRCULATION:
Address billing inquiries at 281-391-3141.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Katy Times, 
P.O. Box 678, Katy, Texas, 77492-0678.

ABOUT OUR NEWSPAPER:
The Katy Times is a member of the Texas 
Press Association. The weekly newspaper 
is published every Thursday. Visit our Web 
site 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 
www.katytimes.com for more news and 
information.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

SUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hair care product
 4. Looped
10. It’s present in all living cells
11. Choose
12. South Dakota
14. Cash machine
15. Of the pia mater
16. Ancient Egyptian 
documents
18. Layers at the back of the 
eyeballs
22. Not perceived
23. Look over
24. Improve a tire
26. Time zone
27. Main branch of Islam
28. Bark of the mulberry tree
30. Sea eagles
31. Records heart muscle 
activity (abbr.)
34. Famed Hollywood 
producer
36. Yuck!
37. Reject outright and bluntly
39. __ 500, car race
40. Small heap or pile
41. Type of degree (abbr.)
42. Contagious skin disease
48. Erases from a surface
50. In an enthusiastic way
51. Begin again
52. Intricately produced 
pattern
53. It flows NW to the Seine
54. Be obliged to repay
55. Southeast
56. Slip in
58. Leisure time activity
59. Breastbones
60. Sun up in New York

CLUES DOWN
 1. More cloudy
 2. Main course
 3. Protect with plastic
 4. Equally
 5. Rebukes
 6. Friend to a salesman
 7. Warms up
 8. Overshadow
 9. Interior lineman in football
12. San Antonio hoopster
13. Comedian Cook
17. Time zone
19. First PM of India
20. Performing perfectly
21. A way to hide
25. Former NBA commissioner
29. Peter’s last name
31. Outlying suburb of London
32. Used to cut steak
33. Deep inlets
35. Type of tree
38. Done openly and 
unashamedly
41. Indigenous person of N. 
Africa
43. Confessed openly
44. A way to separate with an 
instrument
45. Influential journalist 
Tarbell
46. Manning and Roth are two
47. One who cares for horses 
in India
49. Something to believe in
56. Form of “to be”
57. Atomic #73

PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE A5

I t is the tender cusp of Christmas.
It is that time when emotions 

run close to the overfill point, when 
sentimentality and anger and depres-
sion and euphoria mix freely together, 
with not enough space between them 
to tell the difference from one moment 
to the next.

I am visiting my parents—and of 
course this does not help.

My parents are doing well (thank you for asking). They are in 
their eighties now, still living in their dream cabin in the woods 
and, although I know they are growing older, the signs are so incre-
mental and their attitude so upbeat, it is easy to deny the passage 
of time when I am with them and imagine I am a much younger 
person than I actually am.

Yesterday, we stopped at the local greenhouse in the small 
town near their cabin. It was unbelievably cold. I don’t know why 
I couldn’t believe it; I grew up in the cold and was raised with the 
idea that extreme cold was a signpost of Christmas and a litmus 
test for true Christmas spirit. But the truth is, I haven’t lived in a 
very cold place for a while and the cold stole the breath out of me.

The greenhouse was a bit out of our way, but my mother 
explained, “I like to support them, they put up such nice floral 
arrangements in the summer!”

The shop was surrounded by welcoming signs and Christmas 
trees propped up against giant bags of earth, waiting for spring. 
Inside it was warm and smelled of soil and cinnamon.

As my parents were in the greenhouse, bundling up the poin-
settia for the drive home, I warmed the car and looked across the 

At the greenhouse
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Dear Readers,
We want to hear from you! Have thoughts on what’s happening 

in the greater Katy area? Send it our way for consideration as a 
letter to the editor. 

Letters to the editor have been around for ages and are a proven 
way to get the attention of elected officials, community members 
and the staff here at the Katy Times. Concerned about a develop-
ment or excited about new shopping opportunities? Angry about 
a public facility’s decline or excited about how well your high 
school’s debate team is performing? We want to hear it all.

To submit a letter to the editor, either send an email to news@
katytimes.com or submit your letter online at: https://katytimes.
com/site/forms/online_services/letter/letter_editor/.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely, 

Katy Times Staff

SEND US YOUR LETTERS!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
Every year around this time, I like to take a 

moment to reflect on the outcomes of our local 
mission. On January 2019, KCM rolled out its 
Banner Year with a big bang uniting our partner 
churches and community members at our 35th 
Anniversary Kick-Off event, held at Gallery 
Furniture, Grand Parkway location. As I recall, 
the set up was innovative, which included 
sculptured centerpieces of all shapes, colors, 
sizes, and kindly made by our partner churches. 
In hindsight, this was the reflection of what the 
remainder of the year would encapsulate by the 
growing number of families coming to our min-
istry for a hand up, regardless of culture, age, 
gender, socioeconomic status and/or religious 
beliefs.

In the midst of the growing number of 
activities and fast-pace operating environment 
at KCM, management team and supportive 
staff did not skip a beat in engaging with our 
stakeholders through speaking engagements, 
promoting awareness and education of our core 
programs and services to the community. In the 
process, we proudly shared with the public that 
.91 cents of every dollar given to KCM directly 
supports our programs: KCM Food Pantry, So-
cial Services, Crisis Center and the Counseling 
Program. Equally important was to maintain 
the financial transparency and accountability 
standards previously achieved, as reflected 
through earned accreditations such as the 
Evangelical Council of Financial Accountability 
and GuideStar, to name a few. The celebrations 
continued this year through the newly earned 
seals and recognitions: Top-Rated Nonprofit, 
4-Star Rated Charity from Charity Navigator, 
and also received a special recognition from the 
Houston Food Bank for being the Best Har-
vey Responder out of 1,500 partner agencies 
throughout Houston. 

2019 proved to be a successful year exceed-
ing our fundraising goals for the two main 
annual events, which support our operating ex-
penses throughout the year: Golf Tournament 
and Gala. In addition, the community showed a 
tremendous amount of support for our Special 
Programs: Red Apple School Supplies, A Turkey 
For Every Table, and Santa’s Sleigh. 

November and December months increase 
the stress level on many of our struggling fam-
ilies, but also bring joy and hope Because Of 
You! Families and veterans received a turkey for 
Thanksgiving through our “A Turkey For Every 
Table” Program, which surpassed the 1,200 
turkey goal set by the Food Pantry. 

In the spirit of giving and as we approach 
the Santa’s Sleigh event during Christmas time, 
a season to remember the birth of Jesus Christ, 
our community portrayed their selflessness by 
actively giving their time and monetary contri-
bution. Santa’s Sleigh Program provides Christ-
mas presents to children and senior citizens 
who are struggling during the holidays. Volun-
teers participated in activities such as serving 
as Santa’s Sleigh Committee members, sorting 
and organizing, assembling bikes, traffic con-
trol, loading gifts in vehicles, and more! 1,012 
individuals were blessed through sponsorships 
by our community members. This would have 
not been possible without the kindness and 
generosity of Trinity Faith Church, who pro-
vided the facilities to house hundreds of bags 
full of Christmas presents. Extremely thankful 
to The Fellowship for incorporating our Santa’s 
Sleigh children into their Jingle Jam Program. 
Also special thanks to Katy Police Department 
for volunteering their time to oversee traffic 
control and Katy Fire Department for coming 
to our rescue and personally load bicycles into 
vehicles. Special thanks to all the participating 
churches, donors, volunteers, National Charity 
League (Azalea and Ladybird Chapters), South 
West Cycling Club, Team Wood MS150, Mafia 
Racing, the City of Katy Mayor Bill Hastings and 
many more!!

This joyful season is leveraged by many oth-
er local events supporting our mission:

• Angels of Light annual event hosted by 
Second Baptist Church, West Campus, where 
families with their children are transported to 
the church for a special worship service, dinner 
and fellowship. 

• Common Ground Community Church 
hosted the Christmas In Katy event benefiting 
Katy Christian Ministries and Hope Impacts.

• Katy Old Fashioned Christmas Festival 
• Christian Brothers’ Automotive benefiting 

the Crisis Center: “Give $15, Get $30!!!
• Christian Brothers Automotive has teamed 

up with the KCM Crisis Center in a BIG WAY! 
During November and December, if you donate 
$15 to KCM at one of the four locations tagged 
here- you will receive $30 off of your auto 
services! Your donation will help provide life 
saving, and life changing services to victims of 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse. Christian 
Brothers Automotive Katy Firethorne, Christian 
Brothers Automotive Katy Westgreen, Christian 
Brothers Automotive Grand Parkway, Christian 
Brothers Automotive Fulshear; 

• Salt & Sugar Texas https://saltandsugar-
texas.com/community

• Chicken Salad Chick (Katy Mason Creek) 
2020 Giving Card.

Deysi Crespo – Executive Director, Katy 
Christian Ministries

See GREENHOUSE, page A6

M y voyage into the newspaper 
field began 20 years ago with 
Houston Community Newspa-

pers. From there I ventured into a major 
metro called The Houston Chronicle. 
With the training I received, I knew my 
passion was in community media. The 
Sealy News gave me this opportunity 
more than five years ago and I contin-
ued that journey with the Katy Times in 
August. 

I have learned so much about the field 

of journalism, marketing, personal and 
business relationships. I have worked 
with some of the best in the business 
and appreciate each learning curve you 
threw me. I could not be more thankful to 
Katy for welcoming me to your commu-
nity. Your kind words of encouragement 
and support was the reason that our 
company purchased the Katy Times. 
These things, and more, I will take with 
me. Your energizing spirit pushed me to 
make all our products the very best. 

My journey is far from over. We all 
move on at some time of our life. For 
now, I want to spend more time with 
my six grandsons. Life is too short not 
to watch them grow up. That said, after 
more than two decades in local media, I 
am retiring Dec. 30.

Always remember, your past is worth 
looking back on so that you are confident 
of where you are headed.

Many blessings,
Karen

Katy Times publisher says goodbye
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despite only having 2.5 
years of experience on 
the force, Hatcher said. 
Solorio had a reputa-
tion for a quick wit and 
a stubborn streak that 
pushed her to serve her 
community as best as 
possible, she added. 

“Some of her close 
friends also said that 
she was extremely pas-
sionate about children 
and when she was on 
scenes, she took the 
time to make sure that 
any child that was im-
pacted had some extra 
attention,” Hatcher said. 
“And she made sure 
that they were ok and 
she tried to make sure 
that our interaction with 
them was a positive 
one.”

The incident remains 
under investigation by 
DPS, Hatcher said. 

from page A1
SOLORIO

COLE MCNANNA

The two vehicles were reported to have struck each other headon. DPS recently released asking Texas travelers to use extra caution 
when traveling during the holidays due to increased traffic. It is unknown whether construction near the crash played any part in 
causing the situation. 

Choir Director Anne 
Guess said finding ways 
for the students to give 
back to the community 
in some sort of outreach 
is something faculty and 
staff are always looking 
for. She worked with 
Assistant Choir Director 
Taylor Young to identify 
opportunities that would 
allow the students to put 
their singing skills to work 
in the community, she 
said. 

“Ms. Young and I 
brainstormed ideas of 
where we could go. Where 
would be the simplest ex-
cursions, so to speak and 
across the street seemed 
pretty simple. Those resi-
dents are very receptive,” 
Guess said. 

The students perfor-
mances were a bright 
spot in residents’ days, 
said Sundance Memory 
Care Communities Vice 
President of Operations 
Kayce Vanderplass. All 
of the residents in the 
community have some 
sort of cognitive condition 
related to memory, she 
said. Those conditions 
make it so that residents 
remain in the facility at 
all times for their safety 
and to avoid overloading 
them on a sensory level, 
she said. 

She added that mu-
sical performances by 
volunteers such as the 
WoodCreek students can 
be really beneficial to her 
patients. 

“To bring life and to 
bring volunteers into the 
community is really pur-
poseful to our residents 

and music is one way that 
the brain is able to rewire 
itself,” Vanderplass said. 
“We talk a lot about the 
brain’s ability to fire and 
make sure the neurons 
are changing as quickly 
as they can and music is 
one of the things that does 
that for them.”

Stephen Sandlin, 
whose son Elliot performs 
in one of Guess’ and 
Young’s choir classes, said 
he has been really im-
pressed with the school’s 
choir program. He is espe-
cially proud of how the 
choirs have come together 
as groups and improved 
their singing skills, which 
gave them the ability to 
brighten the days of Sun-
dance residents. 

“These performances 
are a way to celebrate that 
hard work and share their 
joy with others,” Sandlin 
said. “It also gets them 
out of the school-home 
routine, to interact with 
another circle of the Katy 
community.”

The students may not 
have thought of all of the 
aspects that Sandlin and 
Guess looked at, but they 
did enjoy their excursions 
to Sundance, they said. 
Singing fun songs and 
making their audience 
happy helped them to en-
joy school and appreciate 
choir, they said. 

“I really liked ‘Silent 
Night’ because it seemed 
like everybody in the 
room was really in to it, 
but also “Feliz Navidad,’” 
said eighth grader Rowan 
Bancroft. “’Feliz Navidad’” 
was very cool because 
everyone was very happy 
and when they were jin-
gling the bells it was really 
happy.”

from page A1
CHOIRS

By ALIYYA SWABY
TEXAS TRIBUNE  

Handing a win to Texas edu-
cation officials, an Austin-based 
federal judge Wednesday dismissed 
a lawsuit filed by the Houston Inde-
pendent School District in an effort 
to stop the state from seizing control 
of its troubled school board.

The lawsuit was one of the last 
weapons in the 200,000-student 
school district’s arsenal to avoid a 
near-inevitable state takeover in 
the making for months, prompted 
by the continued dysfunction of 
the school board and repeated low 
performance of one high school.

In a final judgment, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Lee Yeakel denied the 
district’s request for a preliminary 
injunction to stop Texas Education 

Commissioner Mike Morath from 
appointing a board of managers to 
replace the board. He also re-
manded to state court some of the 
district’s claims that Morath had 
exceeded his authority as he moved 
toward a takeover.

The decision came down just 
two weeks after the parties argued 
their cases in front of Yeakel in early 
December.

Lawyers for the state had argued 
Morath has multiple, airtight rea-
sons to take over the state’s largest 
school district, and that the move 
was necessary to improve educa-
tional opportunities for students.

Houston ISD attorneys argued 
that Morath had no right to replace 
the school board, a decision they 
said would disenfranchise voters 
of color. Houston Federation of 

Teachers, the local teachers union, 
fought to join Houston ISD’s case 
and bolstered the claims of voter 
disenfranchisement.

Yeakel withdrew his previous or-
der allowing the union to intervene 
and instead denied it. He said the 
union should pursue its legal claims 
separately.

He said the district did not have 
standing to bring its voting and civil 
rights actions on behalf of its voters. 
“The court further concludes that 
there is not a substantial likelihood 
of success on the merits for any of 
Houston ISD’s federal claims,” he 
wrote.

Houston ISD has one last chance 
to plead its case directly with the 
agency this week to avoid a takeover. 
Morath has indicated he anticipates 
seating a new board by the spring. PHOTO BY PU YING HUANG FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Judge dismisses Houston ISD lawsuit

R. HANS MILLER

WoodCreek Junior High varsity choir performed at the Sundance Memory 
Care community across the street from their campus to bring some holiday 
cheer to residents in the memory care community. Staff at Sundance said 
that music therapy, while there have been few studies to back it up, has been 
known to help patients deal with their cognitive conditions.

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Katy Christian Ministries had a re-
cord year for its Santa’s Sleigh gift drive, 
said KCM Executive Director Deysi 
Crespo. Through the annual gift-gath-
ering event, KCM was able to provide 
gifts to 1,012 recipients, she said. 

“This year it surpassed the number 
of bicycles we’ve given in past years,” 
Crespo said. “I believe this is the big-
gest number.” 

Last year, KCM was able to provide 
between 200 and 300 bicycles, but this 
year about 500 bikes were provided 
to area families, Crespo said. Bicycle 
clubs getting together and pitching in 
with one another really added to the 
success of the bicycle portion of the 
gift drive. Southwest Cycling Club and 
Mafia Racing started a trend by donat-
ing bikes in bulk. Those large orders of 
bicycles are delivered unassembled, so 
the groups got together and assembled 
them for the giveaway event. Then 
more bicycling clubs joined and soon, 
the largest bicycle giveaway KCM has 
ever had came together, she said. 

There were challenges along the 
way, Crespo said. While the bikes came 
in, the nonprofit saw some instances 
where people picked up information to 
donate to families, but the gifts never 
showed up. Fortunately, word of the 
situation quickly spread and commu-
nity members rallied to make sure the 
Santa’s Sleigh event was successful. 

Crespo expressed gratitude for Trin-
ity Faith Church in Katy. The church al-
lowed KCM to store gifts, including the 
bicycles, in their facility which Crespo 
said can be a challenge for a church 
during the holiday season when they 
host community events. 

“We took over their space for eight 
to 10 days consecutively,” Crespo said. 
“We even took over their kitchen. 

Parents were asked not to bring 
their children to pick up the bicy-
cles and other toys, Crespo said. The 
nonprofit wanted to ensure that the 
children would see their parents put 
out the effort to get them the gifts, she 
said. Having seen financial struggles 
from time to time themselves, KCM 
staff understand how it can affect the 
dignity of the parents who need help. 

“We want the parents to experience 
the feeling where they’re the ones 
that are providing for [their children],” 
Crespo said. 

Crespo said she appreciated the 
community’s ongoing support of the 
Santa’s Sleigh program and that KCM 
will continue to have the toy drive each 
year. She’s sure that with the ongoing 
support of the community, the toy 
drive will continue to grow.

“Our community has – gosh, how 
can I say this,” Crespo said. “They’re 
just like angels – they’re heroes.”

COURTESY KATY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

Katy Christian Ministries annual Santa’s Sleigh toy and bicycle drive was able to gather about 500 bicycles and 
provide gifts to more than 1,000 Katy-area residents. 

Annual Santa’s Sleigh event successful




