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By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

Most Katy area residents will 
have higher water bills in January 
due to an increased surcharge 
fees from the North Fort Bend 
and West Harris County Regional 
water authorities. Both authori-
ties recently approved a $0.30 and 
$0.25 increase in their pumpage 
surcharge rates respectively 
which are passed through water 
suppliers such as cities and mu-
nicipal utility districts – common-
ly referred to as MUDs – to water 
consumers in those cities and 
districts. 

“We are the billing entity and 
the West Harris County [Region-
al] Water Authority has asked for 
that amount of money, so the city 
of Katy billing department is just 
a passthrough,” said Katy Mayor 
Pro Tem Chris Harris. 

In most instances, municipal-
ities such as MUDs and cities like 
Katy simply pass the cost on to 
their residents and may include 
a small additional fee to pro-
cess the payment, local officials 
said. However, the city of Katy is 
able to offset the cost for some 

R. HANS MILLER

Residents in the Katy area are likely to see 
water bill increases due to increases in 
surcharges passed through cities and water 
districts to prevent subsidence in Greater 
Houston. 

Water 
bills to 
rise in 
2020

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

As the Katy Times looks to the 
future, staff realize the paper doesn’t 
need the space that our longtime home 
at 5319 East Fifth Street provides to 
us. As a result, the Katy Times office is 
moving to a space that better serves the 
paper’s needs. 

Construction is currently underway 
at our new office at Katy Centre, just 
across the street from Katy City Hall at 
811 Avenue D, Ste. 160 in downtown 
Katy and is expected to be up and run-
ning by the end of January. 

In the meantime, we’ll be working 
out of our old office in Katy to keep the 
presses rolling while we wait for con-
struction of the new Katy Centre space 
to be completed.

Those who wish to provide a news 
tip, place an ad or subscribe to the pa-
per can either visit us at The Hub on 1st. 
Our phone number and email address-
es aren’t changing, so the community 
may still call us at 281-391-3141 or via 
email at news@katytimes.com.

PHOTO OF THE HUB ON 1ST

Katy Times staff will be moving to our new location across from Katy City Hall in the near future. In the meantime, staff will be available to 
help readers at our old location. A notice will be put on www.katytimes.com when the move is completed. 

Katy Times moves to new building downtown

REDUCING RISK
First responders increasing education efforts
By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

The Katy area continues to grow and with that come 
more families firefighters and emergency medical service 
professionals are trying to keep safe. With that in mind, 
first responders are increasing their education and out-
reach efforts through community risk reduction programs. 

“This has really grown. Probably about four years ago 
it was just beginning and developing,” said Harris County 
Emergency Services District 48 Chief of Community Risk 
Reduction Jason Tharp. 

Fire and EMS leaders that operate within Katy ISD’s 
boundaries said they are all working on developing their 

community outreach programs. These programs include 
a variety of training courses that help residents prevent 
emergencies or respond better to situations as they occur. 
HCESD 48, Katy Fire Department, Willowfork Fire De-
partment and the Westlake Volunteer Fire Department all 
have some level of training to help prevent and manage 
emergencies for residents. 

“The overall goal obviously is that we’re preventing 
things from happening to keep us from responding to 

See RISK, page A5

WANT SOME TRAINING? 
Katy area fire departments all offer 
some level of outreach for groups 
interested in fire prevention. Options 
including station tours, courses for 
children and adults and home safety 
audits may be available through your 
fire department. To find out more, 
follow the departments on Facebook, 
visit their websites or call them using 
the information below: 

Harris County ESD 48
Phone: 281-599-8888
Email: info@hcesd48.org 
Web: www.hcesd48.org 
Facebook: Harris County ESD 48 Fire 
Department

Katy Fire Department
Phone: 281-391-3500
Email: fireinfo@cityofkaty.com
Web: https://www.cityofkaty.com/
government/city-departments/fire-
department
Facebook: Katy Fire Department

Westlake Volunteer Fire Department
Phone: 281-492-0560
Email: visit www.westlakevfd.com/
contact/
Web: www.westlakevfd.com 
Facebook: Westlake Volunteer Fire 
Department

Willowfork Fire Department 
Phone: 281-395-0011
Email: wfdinfo@willowforkfire.com
Web: www.willowforkfire.com 
Facebook: Willowfork Fire Department

Note: The numbers posted above are 
for non-emergency purposes. During 
an emergency, residents should always 
call 911.
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OUTSMARTING
CANCER
in West Houston & Katy

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

Our nationally recognized specialists are 
finding new ways to outsmart cancer. 

From screenings and diagnosis to the most advanced treatments, 
our leading cancer care is available in West Houston and Katy.  
We offer personalized guidance and support, so you can focus  
on healing, surviving and thriving.

West Houston-Katy

PARK ROW DR.
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HOUSTON METHODIST
CANCER CENTER

factor. I want to show I can con-
tribute.”

Froe is now a team leader, even 
as an underclassman. Perdue is an 
up-and-coming talent.

Together they have made an 
impact, and that was never more 
evident than during Katy’s 65-51 
win over Kempner on Dec. 20.

Froe had 13 points, five re-
bounds and three assists. Perdue, 
coming off the bench, had nine 
points and 11 rebounds.

Froe is now a trusted floor 
leader after playing more of a 
catch-and-shoot role last season. 
That was by design.

“He’s probably more com-
fortable and natural playing the 
position he is now than last year,” 
coach Danny Russell said. “He 
was a freshman having to step in 
and play varsity, which is a lot. It’s 

a lot they’ve got to be able to learn 
and do. So, it was more us simply 
putting him in a position to be 
successful last year rather than 
having him grow into a role.”

Froe worked on ballhandling 
over the summer. He put on some 
muscle. He is getting to the rim 
more, and he worked to boost his 
confidence.

“I knew, last summer, I was go-
ing to have to be more of a leader 
and do more for this team,” Froe 
said. “I prepared myself mentally 
to handle that. I came into this 
year more confident in knowing 
I could do what I needed to help 
this team.”

Russell has been impressed.
“He’s doing a really good job,” 

the coach said. “The last four or 
five games, he’s balancing being 
aggressive looking for his own 
shot versus facilitating for others. 
That’s the defining factor when 
you look at great point guards, 
being able to understand when 
to get other guys involved and 

how, and when, to take your own 
opportunities.”

Perdue had a feeling last 
summer that he’d be on varsity. 
He worked out with those players 
instead of the freshmen.

All fall, Russell evaluated the 
6-foot-3 Perdue. It’s a thoughtful, 
lengthy process. Russell could not 
hide the fact that the Tigers’ varsi-
ty not only had room for Perdue, 
but it needed him.

“It went from ‘Can he do this?’ 
to ‘We need him,’” Russell said. 
“It’s pretty obvious. He’s probably 
our most physically aggressive 
kid and he’s a great rebounder. 
He has a real good understanding 
of the game. We don’t just put 
them in places and run plays. He’s 
learning those things, but as long 
as he plays hard, is aggressive and 
goes and gets the ball, he’s going 
to make us better.”

One thing Perdue is arguably 
the best on the team at is commu-
nication. He will yell, scream and 
direct, particularly on defense.

“He brings a lot of energy,” 
Froe said. “A lot of times, none of 
us want to talk, and he’ll be the 
one to do it. He gets us going.”

For that, Perdue credits his 
teammates.

“It comes from them being so 
great to me and so welcoming,” he 
said. “This is a great team, and it’s 
easy to be yourself.”

Russell told Perdue early on 
that just because he was a fresh-
man didn’t mean he couldn’t be 
one of the leaders on the team. 
Perdue took that to heart, and it 
shows in his actions.

Already a potent threat on the 
right block and turning to shoot 
over his left shoulder, he planned 
to work on his drop-steps and 
catching passes from the wing 
over the holiday break.

Katy begins district play this 
week, opening with Mayde Creek 
on Friday. The Tigers are 10-9, in-
dicative of consistency issues that 
Russell said must be addressed.

Otherwise, he likes what he 

sees from a roster that goes 10-
deep.

“We’ve got a group of kids that 
has been with us a while and has 
a good understanding of how we 
want to play,” Russell said. “They 
really enjoy sharing success and 
genuinely like each other on and 
off the court. It makes them a fun 
group to coach and a fun group to 
watch.”

Aside from Froe and Perdue, 
there’s seniors Casper Belaiter, 
Bryce Purchase and Chermane 
Sims, and juniors Connor Cham-
pion and Ryon Johnson that are 
efficient, productive playmakers.

It is a lot of no-nonsense, work-
manlike talent that does not lack 
confidence.

“We’re a team most people 
look at and they don’t expect us to 
come out there and whoop them,” 
Champion said. “When we play 
and go out there and work, we can 
compete with a lot of teams out 
there.”

from page B1
TIGERS
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Devotional Page This devotional page and directory is made possible 
by these businesses who encourage all of us to 
attend worship services. For more information, see 
our Church Directory Online at www.katytimes.com

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
JOURNEY CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 281-391-3326
SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30 AM

WWW.JOURNEYCHURCHKATY.COM
JEREMIAH HILL, LEAD PASTOR

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY
2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673
WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279
WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD.
KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & 

ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-

3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544
WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN 

BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST

MEETING AT FULSHEAR COMMUNITY CENTER 
281-712-1492                                     

WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-

3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. CHRISTOPHER R. DUNCAN

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD 
EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN

3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD 
281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN 
MISSOURI-SYNOD

3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

20351 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST - KATY

5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121
 DR. RICHARD L. WHITE, SENIOR PASTOR

GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD 
(NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED 

METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL
281-391-0687
281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk
281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD

281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH
1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW

281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION

281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP

22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG
JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR                     

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084

DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182
JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

KAINOS COMMUNITY CHURCH
19946 SAUMS ROAD • 281-599-1473

JOE AND YOLAND HERRON-PALMORE, 
PASTORS

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D

281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD

281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
KINDRED SPIRIT 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., 

RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306
281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR
CHRISTS MERCY

3506 PORTER RD. 
281-391-2273

WADE CASHION, PASTOR
NEW HORIZONS  

WORD OF FAITH CHURCH
906 AVENUE A (CHAPEL)

281-391-6770
EDDIE L. STALLWORTH-CHERRY, JR., PASTOR 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFITH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

RESURRECTION CITY CHURCH OF 
KATY

DR. BLANCHARD D. LAYTON, SR., SENIOR PASTOR
MINISTER CRISELDA VALVERDE, 

ASSISTANT TO THE PASTOR
CHURCH SERVICES: 11:30 - 1:00

5819 10TH STREET
CHURCH #: 281-291-8596

PASTOR'S CELL 832-332-4687
MINISTER’S CELL: 832-335-2552

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD.

KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

PENTECOSTAL
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

DR. PHILLIP AND JILL CELEMENTS, PASTORS
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CORNERSTONE 

EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN

6035 S. FRY RD.
REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN

1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG

CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE• 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

Believe

The Katy Times
Directory ofLocal Churches

& Houses of Worship

713-429-4408
Appliances Made Perfect

Appliance Repair
All Makes and Models

BBB A+ Rating

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

3 Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all 
comfort, 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

BAKER’S BOOKS
Open Wed-Fri:  3-6PM; Sat: 10AM-1PM

@22237 Katy Frwy, TX  77450 (by Landry’s)
New Book To Be Launched in 2019:

Jim Baker’s Unified Theory Of Everything
Will include “current Biblically-equivalent Story, 

2000 years A.D.”(ad revised: 10/25/2018)

ROOF LEAKING?

CALLEN ROOFING INC
“The Roofing Specialists”

281-391-8257

Call

281-391-8257 - callenroofing @callenroofing.com

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

1005 Katy Fort Bend Rd.
Katy, TX 77493

Residential & Commercial 
Flooring

              THECARPET EXCHANGE
281-391-6999

carpetexchange@consolidated.net

KATY

www.xpernet.com
Your Computer Help Expert

• Printing/Copies
• Office Supplies
• Fax Service

katyprinters.com • 281-391-7072
5807 Hwy Blvd., Katy

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

Office: 281-392-5744 
Fax: 281-392-5818

Steve@kellerandsadlercpas.com
1260 Pin Oak Rd., Suite 114
Katy, TX 77494

Keller & Sadler, CPA’s
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

23855 CINCO RANCH BLVD.
SUITE 240  KATY, TX 77494

TEL. 281.579.7400

Irrigation, Sales & Service

License # 9157

 P.O. Box 758    281-931-1833 
 Katy, Texas 77492                                 Fax: 281-391-1845

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

P.O. Box 758 • Katy, TX  77492

www.landscapebycountrycare.com • countrycare@consolidated.net

281-391-1833
Fax: 281-391-1845

Albert W. Thompson
Owner

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Charlotte Taylor Martinez was born on 
December 19, 1955 in Houston, Texas to Alan 
Roy Taylor and Laverne Bush Taylor.

Charlotte graduated 
from Marion High School in 
1974. She was a professional 
model and was one of the 
Derrick Dolls Cheerlead-
ers for the Houston Oilers, 
she also worked as an 
airline stewardess for Delta 
Airlines. Charlotte married 
Emil James Martinez in Co-
lumbus, Texas on October 
27, 2009. She worked as a 
paramedic for both Katy 
EMS and Brookshire EMS. 
Charlotte enjoyed cooking 
and baking, in fact, she 
collected several thousand 
cookbooks over the years.

Charlotte Taylor Martinez 
passed away on Thursday, 
December 19, 2019 in Katy, Texas at 64 years 
of age.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band, Emil “Chico” Martinez of Weimar; 
step-daughter, Chelsea Martinez and her 
boyfriend Jacob McDonald of Austin; par-
ents, Roy and Laverne Taylor of Katy; brother, 
Gary Allen Taylor and his wife Debra of Katy; 
nephews, Clint Taylor, Brent Taylor, Trey 
Taylor, and numerous great nieces and other 
loving family members and a host friends.

The family will receive friends from 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 26, 2019 
at Schmidt Funeral Home Grand Parkway in 

Katy. A rosary will be recited 
at 12:30 p.m. on Friday, De-
cember 27, 2019 at the Queen 
of Peace Catholic Church, in 
Sweet Home, Texas, where 
mass will be celebrated at 
1:00 p.m. with Rev. Dominic 
Antwi-Boasiako, celebrant. 
Interment at Queen of Peace 
Cemetery, in Sweet Home, 
Texas.

Those wishing to make 
memorial gifts may do so 
to the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (ASPCA), 424 
E. 92nd Street, New York 
City, New York 10128, www.
ASPCA.org, or to the Queen 
of Peace Catholic Church, 

P. O. Box 201, Sweet Home, Texas 77987, 
www.qpcatholicchurch.com, or to the Saint 
Michael’s Catholic Church, 410 N. Center 
Street, Texas 78962, www.stmichaelweimar.
org

To express condolences, please visit 
www.SchmidtFuneralHome.net

Services held under the direction of
Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway South  ~  Katy, 

Texas  77494  ~  (281) 391-2424

Dorothy Marie “Dot” Morton passed 
away on December 18, 2109 in Katy, 
Texas.  She was born on December 31, 
1925 in Brookshire, Tex-
as. Dot was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
sister Eileen Pederson 
and husband, Monroe 
Morton of fifty eight 
years.  Dot was a mem-
ber of the Katy Meth-
odist Church where she 
taught Sunday School 
classes and played the 
organ and piano for 
many years.  Dot went 
to Katy High School and 
graduated in 1942.   She 
attended Sam Houston 
University for one year 
where she played in an 
all-girl band. Music has 
always been a big part 
of her life.  Dot was a member of the 21st 
Century Club of Katy for many years.

Dot married Monroe “Boy” Morton 
on June 10, 1945 and moved to their 
home on Morton Road and Katy Hock-
ley Cut-off after their marriage.  Dot re-
sided in the same house until her death.  
Dot and Boy were blessed with two sons 
– Keith Morton and his wife Barbara and 
Lee Morton and his wife Lois. She was 
also blessed to have four grandchildren 

– Cheryl Morton Clary, Michael Morton, 
Daniel Morton and Zachary Morton. 
Dot had six great grandchildren – Dylan 

Morton, Jase Morton, 
George Morton, Whit 
Morton, Margot Morton 
and Owen Morton.

The family will 
receive friends from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, December 
22, 2019 at the Schmidt 
Funeral Home East 
Avenue Chapel, in Katy. 
Funeral services will be 
held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, December 23, 
2019 at Katy First United 
Methodist Church with 
Dr. Richard L. White 
officiating. Interment in 
Memorial Oaks Cem-
etery.

In lieu of flowers, those wishing to 
make memorial gifts may do so to Katy  
First United Methodist Church, 5601 
Fifth Street, Katy, TX 77493.

Condolences may be expressed at 
www.SchmidtFuneralHome.net. 

Funeral services held under the 
direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1508 East Avenue  ~  Katy, Texas  

77493  ~  (281) 391-2424

DOROTHY MARIE  
“DOT” MORTON

1925-2019



AFC WILD CARD PLAYOFF GAME
HOUSTON TEXANS (10-6) VS. BUFFALO BILLS (10-6)

Saturday, January 4, 3:35 p.m., at NRG Stadium
TV: ESPN/ABC

 Bills (NFL Rank) Texans (NFL Rank)
Points Per Game 19.6 (24th) 23.6 (14th)
Points Allowed Per Game 16.2 (2nd) 24.1 (19th)
Total Offense 330.2 (24th) 362.0 (13th)
Rushing Yards Per Game 128.4 (8th) 125.6 (9th)
Passing Yards Per Game 201.8 (27th) 236.4 (15th)
Total Defense 298.3 (3rd) 388.3 (28th)
Rushing Yards Against 103.1 (10th) 121.1 (25th)
Passing Yards Against 195.2 (4th) 267.2 (29th)
Top Passer Josh Allen: 271-461-9; Deshaun Watson: 333-495-12;
 3,089 yards; 20 TDs 3,852 yards; 26 TDs
Top Rusher Devin Singletary: 151 carries, Carlos Hyde: 245 carries;
 775 yards, 2 TDs 1,070 yards; 6 TDs
Top Receiver John Brown: 72 catches, DeAndre Hopkins: 104 catches;
 1,065 yards, 6 TDs 1,165 yards; 7 TDs
Top Defensive Players:  Tremaine Edmunds 115 total Zach Cunningham 137 total
 tackles; Jordan Phillips 9.5 tackles;  Whitney Mercilus 7.5  
 sacks; Tre’Davious White 6 INTs sacks; Tashaun Gipson 3 INTs

By BILL McCAUGHEY
TIMES CORRESPONDENT

The Texans lost to AFC South rival Tennes-
see, 35-14, on Sunday, Dec. 29, at NRG Stadium 
in a meaningless contest for the home team.

With the Texans’ playoff status locked in as the 
fourth seed in the AFC after clinching their fourth 
AFC South title in the last five years last week, 
coach Bill O’Brien rested his three Pro Bowlers 
(quarterback Deshaun Watson, wide receiver 
DeAndre Hopkins and left tackle Laremy Tunsil), 
along with nose tackle D.J. Reader, linebacker 
Whitney Mercilus and cornerback Bradley Roby.

Meanwhile, the Titans were motivated to win 
as they needed a victory to make the playoffs as 
the sixth seed.

On the Texans’ first series, backup quarter-
back A.J. McCarron directed the team on a 15-
play, 75-yard touchdown drive, with running 
back Duke Johnson scoring on a 1-yard run, to 
give the Texans a 7-0 lead.

After that, however, it was all quarterback 
Ryan Tannehill, running back Derrick Henry and 
receiver AJ Brown as the Titans dominated the 
Texans.

The Titans quickly responded to Johnson’s 
score with a 51-yard touchdown pass from 
Tannehill to Brown. The Titans then scored on a 
Michael Pruitt 1-yard touchdown pass from Tan-
nehill and a Henry 3-yard run before McCarron 
scored on a 1-yard run, cutting Houston’s deficit 
to 21-14 with 1:16 left in the third quarter.

But Henry, who rushed for 211 yards and 
three touchdowns to take the league’s rushing 
title, scored on runs of 1 and 53 yards, respective-
ly, in the fourth quarter.

Tannehill completed 13 of 20 passes 
for 198 yards and two touchdowns. Brown 
caught four passes for 124 yards and a touch-
down.

For the Texans, McCarron complet-
ed 21 of 36 passes for 225 yards and rushed for 39 
yards and a touchdown. DeAndre Carter had 65 
yards on six catches. Taiwan Jones had 40 yards 
on nine carries.

“I was looking for guys to go out there and 
compete at a high level,” O’Brien said. “We 
made some good plays, but not nearly enough. I 
appreciate the guys who played and gave a good 
effort. We just didn’t do enough to win.” 

The Texans (10-6) play the Buffalo Bills (10-
6) on Saturday, Jan. 4, at NRG Stadium in the wild 
card round of the playoffs. Kickoff is scheduled 
for 3:35 p.m. on ESPN and ABC. The Bills are the 
NFL’s third-best total defense going up against 
the 13th-best total offense in the Texans.

The Bills and Texans had four common 
opponents this season. The Bills lost to the New 
England Patriots twice, 16-10 and 24-17, while 
the Texans beat the Patriots, 28-22. The Bills beat 
the Tennessee Titans, 14-7, and the Texans split 
with the Titans, winning 24-21 at Tennes-
see and losing 35-14 at home.

The Bills beat the Denver Broncos, 20-3, while 
the Broncos beat the Texans, 38-24, and the Bal-
timore Ravens beat both the Bills, 24-17, and the 
Texans, 41-7.

“We need to put everything else in our lives 
in the drawer this week and concentrate on the 
playoffs,” O’Brien said. “Buffalo is a tough team. 
They work really hard. We just need to limit our 
mistakes. We have a good football team that is 
excited about the playoffs.”

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Heading into Saturday’s AFC wild 
card playoff game against Buffalo, 
the Texans were cautiously optimis-
tic about the possible return of star 
defensive end J.J. Watt.

Watt returned to practice early last 
week after missing the previous two 
months with a torn pectoral muscle 
that required surgery. It is an injury 
that generally requires 3-4 months of 
recovery before a player returns.

Watt said last week during a press 
conference that the plan is to play 
against Buffalo. He suffered the injury 
during a Week 8 win against the Raiders 
on Oct. 27. The Texans have gone 5-3 
without him, but have allowed 60 more 
rushing yards per game in his absence.

“I mean, obviously, that’s the plan, 
that’s the goal,” Watt said. “The plan is 
for the first playoff game.”

Watt returned to practice Dec. 24. He 
said it was an easier injury to deal with 
than previous ones to his back and leg. 
He has been able to run and lift weights 
with his legs as his shoulder heals.

“I feel extremely excited about being 
able to be back on the practice field 
with the guys,” Watt said. “The medical 
team here has done a great job. There’s 
obviously an element of risk involved 
that I understand and we understand, 
but to me, the opportunity to play in the 
playoffs, the opportunity to try and help 
this team win football games, there’s 
nothing that I want more. I just want to 
be on the field with the guys and I feel 
really good. We’ve worked extremely 
hard at rehab, we’ve had a very smooth 
process and everything has been going 
extremely well. So I’m really, really ex-
cited to get back on the field with every-
body and to be back out there helping 
my team and playing for this city.”

Texans coach Bill O’Brien said since 

Watt was cleared to return to practice, 
everything from here on out is “foot-
ball-related.” There is no telling how 
much of an impact Watt will have or 
how much he will be able to play.

For now, just him being back on the 
field has been uplifting.

“I mean, it’s dope but it doesn’t catch 
me by surprise, because that’s the type 
of person he is, to do whatever he can to 
help this football team and get back out 
there with his brothers,” quarterback 
Deshaun Watson said. “I know at the 
early (part) of the rehab and surgery, it 
was definitely a thought that he prob-
ably wouldn’t be able to play the rest 
of this year, but I guarantee whenever 
he had his surgery and the doctors told 
him he had a chance and gave him a 
timeline, if he did everything right, that 
he was going to do that. You could see it.

“He was in here every day with us, 
still in the meeting rooms, still rehab-
bing, working out, still around the locker 
room. So it was definitely passionate 
and very strict priority for him to be able 
to get back out there.”

In eight games this season, Watt has 
24 total tackles, 4.0 sacks, four tackles 
for a loss, 20 quarterback hits, two fum-
ble recoveries and a forced fumble.

“Obviously when I got hurt, I just 
assumed I was done,” Watt said. “I 
didn’t even know that there was a 
possibility, and then literally a couple 
of days after the surgery I was feeling 
so good that I just started asking ques-
tions. I said, ‘Is it remotely possible?’ 
We left the door open for a possibility, 
and from there it was just literally day-
by-day, just work, doing whatever I 
could do and we arrived to here.

“And like I said, I wouldn’t call it a 
difficult decision, no. I mean, I get a 
chance to play in the playoffs with my 
team and go out there and try and help 
us win football games. So, to me, that’ll 
never be a difficult decision.”
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JOE SOUTHERN | THE SEALY NEWS

Houston Texans running back Duke Johnson (25) dives for a touchdown on Sunday, Dec. 29, against the Tennessee Titans at NRG Stadium. 
The Titans beat the Texans, 35-14.

With playoffs approaching, Texans 
rest starters in regular season finale

TAMMY LJUNGBLAD | KANSAS CITY STAR

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes had a handoff to Chiefs running back LeSean McCoy (25) as 
Texans defensive end J.J. Watt (99) went after McCoy during the second half of game action Sunday, Oct. 13, 
2019, at Arrowhead Stadium.

Texans’ Watt in line 
to return for playoffs

“Obviously when I got hurt, I just assumed 
I was done. I didn’t even know that there 

was a possibility, and then literally a 
couple of days after the surgery I was 

feeling so good that I just started asking 
questions. I said, ‘Is it remotely possible?’ 

We left the door open for a possibility, and 
from there it was just literally day-by-day, 
just work, doing whatever I could do and 

we arrived to here.”
— J.J. WATT
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By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

HOUSTON — Until last 
Friday, Kellen Mond had 
never owned a cowboy hat. 
But after throwing for 95 
yards and a touchdown and 
rushing for 117 yards and 
another touchdown to lift 
Texas A&M to a 24-21 win 
over No. 25 Oklahoma State 
in the 13th Texas Bowl on 
Dec. 27, the junior quarter-
back earned a late Christ-
mas present.

“I just need some boots 
now,” Mond cracked to 
reporters after the game, 
wearing the cowboy hat 
awarded to the bowl’s Most 
Valuable Player.

With a little less than 11 
minutes left in the fourth 
quarter, Mond kept the ball 
on an option play and raced 
67 yards for the go-ahead 
touchdown to break a 14-all 
tie in front of a mostly-ma-
roon-clad crowd of 68,415 at 
NRG Stadium.

“It was a speed option 
to the left,” Mond said. “The 
guy we were pitching to 
widened out and I was able 
to give a fake, stick my foot 
in the ground and get up the 
field. I made one guy miss 
and tried my best to get to the 
end zone.”

His best was enough.
Prior to the play, Mond 

had just 20 yards on 10 
carries. But he kept the ball 
on this option play-call—af-
ter the Aggies had earned a 
first down on a Mond pitch 
to Ainias Smith earlier in the 
game—and put A&M ahead 
for good with 10:45 left.

Mond also had a 30-yard 
keeper on another option 
on the next series that set 
up a 24-yard field goal from 
former Katy High standout 
Seth Small.

In the first half, Mond 
completed 8 of 11 passes for 
35 yards and fumbled twice 
while rushing five times for 
12 yards. In the second half, 
however, he completed 5 
of 8 passes for 60 yards and 
rushed for 105 yards on seven 
carries.

“I have to thank my 
teammates,” Mond said. 
“They were the ones who 
kept me up at halftime. I 
was frustrated with myself, 
having two turnovers and a 
missed throw to Ainias for a 
touchdown. Them keeping 
me up and Coach staying on 
me with positive encourage-
ment, I was able to come out 
in the second half and lead us 
to a win.”

A&M coach Jimbo Fisher 
praised Mond’s play at the 
line of scrimmage. Most of 
the quarterback runs in the 
second half were checked 
into, Fisher said. They weren’t 
designed, but were changed 
to by Mond based on what he 
saw from the defense.

Fisher called Mond’s 
touchdown run a “big-time 
play in a big-time moment.”

“When you play quarter-
back, and a lot of times things 
don’t go your way perfectly, 
it’s easy to get frustrated,” 
Fisher said. “It’s a great sign 
of maturity when you don’t, 
and you go back and do the 
things you can to give your 
team a chance to win when 
you’re not playing your best. 
That guy’s a heck of a player.”

It was the first meeting in 
eight years between the for-
mer Big 12 rivals and the 11th 
consecutive bowl appear-
ance for the Aggies. The win 
helped erase the bitter taste 
from A&M’s previous game, 
a 50-7 defeat to No. 1 LSU on 
Nov. 30.

It also served as the 100th 
career win for Fisher, who im-
proved to 2-0 in bowl games 
at the helm of the Aggies. This 
one didn’t come easily. A&M 
trailed 14-0 after the first 
quarter.

“We started out the last 
game we played, and things 
didn’t work out,” Fisher said. 
“Our team could’ve said, ‘Oh 
my God, here we go again.’ 
But they didn’t lose their 
poise, battled right back and 
showed a lot of character. 
They went right back to fun-
damentals, and that’s what 
gets you back on track.”

Fisher said he hoped his 
team took away from this sea-
son “the urgency to be great.”

“The level of consistency 
and toughness and execution 
you have to have to be great, 
and then, when you get to 
that certain level … they don’t 
let you eat at that table unless 
you take a chair,” Fisher said. 
“You’ve got to want to be 
there.”

While an otherwise 
ho-hum game will likely be 
remembered for Mond’s big 
run, it was the Aggies’ de-
fense which enabled that.

Oklahoma State scored 14 
points on 163 total yards in 
the first quarter, embarrass-
ing A&M’s defense behind 
the accuracy of quarterback 
Dru Brown, playmaking of 
receiver Braydon Johnson 
and running of Chuba Hub-
bard, one of the nation’s best 
backs.

But over the final three 
quarters, the Cowboys man-
aged just seven points on 171 
total yards; in the third quar-
ter, Oklahoma State had 16 
yards on 12 plays. The Aggies’ 
defense produced four sacks 
and nine tackles for a loss.

Sophomore defensive end 
Tyree Johnson had two sacks 
and two tackles for a loss. If 
Mond personified resilience 
for the offense, Johnson did 
the same for the defense. 
Entering the game, he’d had 
just two sacks all season.

“This whole year, I was 
expecting to have a more 
productive season,” Johnson 
said. “Things don’t always 
go the way you planned. But 
it’s not about me. It’s about 
doing my job for the team, 
and that’s what I shifted my 
focus to in the middle of the 
season. I was focused on 
the sacks at the beginning, 
letting everybody talk about 
that. I just started focusing 
more on what I have to do to 
help the team win and be the 
best I can be for that.”

Oklahoma State averaged 
7.4 yards per play at the half, 
when it led 14-7. It finished 
at 5.7 yards per play.

“Those guys up front 
put a lot of pressure on the 
quarterback,” said Fisher, 
commending the play of 
sophomore defensive tackle 
Bobby Brown, junior de-
fensive tackle Jayden Peevy, 
junior defensive end Michael 
Clemons, freshman defen-
sive end DeMarvin Leal, 
and Johnson. “They had the 
sacks, got penetration. We 
overran some runs, but we 
fit better in the secondary. 
Our front was very physical. 

Those young guys played 
well.”

Entering the game, the 
primary storyline for A&M 
was its depleted depth at 
running back. Only one 
scholarship player, Isaiah 
Spiller, was available for the 
game.

It ended up being imma-
terial.

A&M compiled 248 
rushing yards for six yards 
per carry. Mond led the 
way, followed by Spiller’s 
77 yards and a touchdown, 
and Smith’s 54 yards.

In all, the true freshmen 
Spiller and Smith combined 
for 179 all-purpose yards. 
Spiller finished the season 
as the team’s leader in 
touchdowns with 10.

“Both of those guys are 
extremely hard workers,” 
Mond said. “For Isaiah to 
come in as a true freshman 
and be thrown into the fire 
… playing running back is a 
big-time role understanding 
run schemes and pass pro-
tections, especially in this 
offense. People don’t realize 
how hard that is. Ainias 
coming in, us not having a 
deep running backs corps, 
he was able to switch from 
receiver and give our of-
fense a huge kickstart.”

A&M’s five losses this 
season came to three No. 1 
teams, a No. 4 team and a 
No. 12 team. Nineteen true 
freshmen and 11 redshirt 
freshmen played this year.

Fisher and his players 
spoke optimistically and 
proudly about what’s to 
come.

“The biggest thing is 
we never broke apart as a 
team,” Mond said. “That 
takes a lot of leaders and 
leadership from the coach-
es. When you play those 
big-time games, and your 
mindset is you expect to 
win but you don’t, you can 
fall apart and individualize. 
But for this team to grow 
together and stay together, 
it shows the resilience we 
have. Obviously, we’re go-
ing to play great teams next 
year, so we’ve got to grow 
and get better.”

Mond’s late run lifts Aggies in Texas Bowl

PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN | FENICE COMMUNITY MEDIA

Oklahoma State linebacker Amen Ogbongbemiga (11) tracks down Texas A&M quarterback Kellen Mond (11) on a carry during the second half of the Academy Sports + Outdoors Texas Bowl game on Friday, Dec. 27, 
at NRG Stadium in Houston. Texas A&M won, 24-21.

TEXAS BOWL MVPs
Since its inception in 2006, the Academy 
Texas Bowl has had an outstanding group 
of players that has been awarded Most 
Valuable Player honors, including current 
players in the National Football League.
2007: Andy Dalton, TCU QB
2008: Chase Clement, Rice QB
2009: Ricky Dobbs, Navy QB
2010: Mikel LeShoure, Illinois RB
2011: Ryan Tannehill, Texas A&M QB
2012: Seth Doege, Texas Tech QB
2013: Terrel Hunt, Syracuse QB
2014: Brandon Allen, Arkansas QB
2015: Leonard Fournette, LSU RB
2016: Jesse Ertz, Kansas State QB
2017: Michael Dickson, Texas P
2018: Charlie Brewer, Baylor QB
2019: Kellen Mond, Texas A&M QB

Texas A&M head coach Jimbo Fisher holds up the Academy Sports + Outdoors Texas Bowl championship trophy after beating 
Oklahoma State 24-21 on Friday, Dec. 27, at NRG Stadium in Houston.

Texas A&M sophomore defensive tackle Bobby Brown (5) takes down Oklahoma State running back Chuba Hubbard (30) during 
the second half of the Academy Sports + Outdoors Texas Bowl game on Friday, Dec. 27, at NRG Stadium in Houston. Texas A&M 
won, 24-21.
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couple people from that team, so we had 
a good starting point. We worked so hard 
in the spring. We worked on all of our 
weaknesses and got better at the stuff we 
were already good at, so we knew this 
season would be great. It exceeded my 
expectations, even so.”

Q: As a team, what were some of those 
weaknesses that were addressed?

A: “Playing out of system. Whenever 
you get a bad pass and the setter is 

running around, you have to find a way 
to attack it still, aggressively, so you can 
still finish the play. We’d always been 
great working with the perfect pass, but 
we worked a lot in the spring on being 
great with a not-perfect pass. You’re out 
of system a lot in the game of volleyball, 
so being good at that gives you an edge 
over other teams. Coaches put us in crazy 
scenarios of running down balls, diving 
and throwing up balls to finish the play; 
learning to improv and figuring out how to 
better the ball.”

Q: Coming into this year, you were 
third in Rice history in kills per set. 

You averaged 4.78 kills per set this year. 
Did you see yourself better in that aspect 
compared to last year?

A: “I did. Last year, my biggest 
improvement was freshman year 

to sophomore year when I got better at 
making fewer errors. Last spring, I just 
built off that. I know my team is counting 
on me, and when they set me in pressure 
situations, that’s when I know they trust 
me. That happened more this year than it 
did last year. The results came with that.”

Q: In your attack and hitting, is there 
anything you found you really 

particularly improved in?

A: “I was a lot smarter in what I was 
doing. Freshman year, I was swinging 

at every ball as hard as I could. As the years 
have gone on and now, I threw in a lot more 
shots and tips and rolls. It keeps the other 
team on their toes. Teams will sit back 
deep on me because they know I’m going 

to swing, so whenever you throw in a tip or 
two they’re caught off guard.”

Q: Is there a difference when you have 
that responsibility of being a go-to 

hitter in high school compared to college?

A: “It’s very different. College is 
already bottle-necking from high 

school. Fewer than 10 percent of the girls 
you play in high school play in college. 
To have recognition in college is a way 
higher honor. I was always happy about 
being recognized in high school, because 
that’s your world at the moment. But I was 
nervous about college and how I’d end up. 
But with a lot of hard work, I was able to 
make myself known. The college level is 
so high, I’m really proud of myself and the 
team for being at that level.”

Q: Was there anything else you 
worked on in the spring offseason 

to get ready for this year?

A: “I’m always working on all facets of 
my game. As a six-rotation player, 

I have to hit, block, serve, pass, dig. I’m 
always trying to become better so I can be 
an asset for my team in every one of those 
areas.”

Q: Going into next season, what 
expectations do you have for 

yourself and what more can the team do 
to take that next step?

A: “I’ll be the only senior, so I’ll have to 
take a huge leadership role. That will 

be new for me, because I’ve always been on 
a team with girls older than me. I’ll have to 
step up and experience something new. As 
a team, we already are good in most aspects 
of the game, but we want to be great, 
especially in ball-control. We want to work 
a lot on serve-receive and stay known for 
our defense.”

Q: Have you thought about how 
you want to become the leader 

and what your approach will be in that 
regard?

A: “I’ll be able to get there with the help 
of my coach. If I ever need advice, I 

can ask her. But what helps is I have really 
good relationships with my teammates, 
and I think they’ll respect the fact that I 
have a lot of experience and that I know a 
lot about college volleyball. I think that will 
make it easier for me.”

2020 HOUSTON SPORTS AWARDS
JANUARY 21, HILTON 
AMERICAS

The third annual Houston 
Sports Awards will honor Carl 
Lewis, Mary Lou Retton and Rudy 
Tomjanovich as its third Hall of 
Fame Class.

The Legacy winners are chosen 
by the Sports Awards Executive 
Committee with input from 
the Selection Committee. The 
committees are comprised of 
sportswriters and electronic sports 
media members who live and 
work in the Greater Houston area.

Houston Texans outside 
linebacker Whitney Mercilus and 
Houston Astros owner Jim Crane 
join Lifetime Achievement Award 
Bob McNair, the late Houston 
Texans owner, as the 2020 Legacy 
Award winners. The nominees 
for six other awards which will be 
given out on January 21 have also 
been selected.

 
COACH OF THE YEAR
• A.J. Hinch – Houston Astros
• Tina Langley – Rice Owls
• Bill O’Brien – Houston Texans
• Kelvin Sampson – University of

Houston

 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
• Simone Biles

• Alex Bregman
• James Harden
• Justin Verlander
• Deshaun Watson
 
COLLEGE ATHLETE OF THE 
YEAR
• Corey Davis – University of

Houston
• Jalen Hurts – University of

Oklahoma
• Nicole Lennon – Rice University
• Erica Ogwumike – Rice University
 
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETE OF THE 
YEAR
• Devon Achane – Fort Bend

Marshall High School
• Matthew Boling – Strake Jesuit

College Preparatory
• Zach Evans – North Shore High

School
• Libby Overmyer – Kingwood

Park High School
 
MOMENT OF THE YEAR
• Jose Altuve’s walk-off home run

in Game 6 to clinch the American
League Championship

• James Harden’s 61-point game in
114-100 win at New York Knicks

• Kaycee Feild wins 5th Bareback
Riding title at Rodeo Houston

• Texans beat Patriots for the first
time since January 3, 2010

from page B1
LENNON

RICE ATHLETICS 
Nicole Lennon
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2019-20 KATY AREA 
VARSITY SPORTS RE-
SULTS & SCHEDULE

To submit scores, news or 
schedules, email dennis.silva@
katytimes.com

THURSDAY,  
JANUARY 2

BOYS SOCCER
• Katy vs. Channelview, at 

Pearland Dawson High, 4 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Pasadena Do-

bie, at Pasadena Memorial 
Stadium, 2 p.m.

• Mayde Creek vs. Hays, at 
Hays High, 8 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Katy vs. Kingwood Park, at 

Kingwood Park High, Noon
• Tompkins vs. Klein, at The 

Woodlands High, 1 p.m.
• Seven Lakes at The Wood-

lands Invitational

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3
GIRLS BASKETBALL

• Tompkins at Cinco Ranch, 
7 p.m.

• Seven Lakes at Morton 
Ranch, 7 p.m.

• Mayde Creek at Katy, 7 p.m.
• Paetow at Bryan Rudder, 

11:30 a.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL

• Morton Ranch at Seven 
Lakes, 7 p.m.

• Cinco Ranch at Tompkins, 
7 p.m.

• Katy at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
• Bryan Rudder at Paetow, 1 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER
• Morton Ranch at Paetow, 

12:45 p.m.
• Cinco Ranch vs. Cypress Fair, 

at Cinco Ranch High, Noon
• Katy vs. Conroe, at Pearland 

Dawson High, 5 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. Cypress Creek, 

at Pearland High, 2 p.m.
• Taylor vs. Cypress Park, at 

Berry Center, 8:15 a.m.; Tay-
lor vs. Bellaire, at Pridgeon 
Stadium, 1:45 p.m.

• Mayde Creek vs. Cibolo 
Steele, at Lehman High, 4 
p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Katy vs. Alief Taylor, at King-

wood Park High, 4 p.m.
• Tompkins vs. St. Johns, at The 

Woodlands High, 7:30 p.m.
• Seven Lakes at The Wood-

lands Invitational

SATURDAY,  
JANUARY 4

BOYS SOCCER
• Katy vs. Pasadena, at Manvel 

High, 10 a.m.
• Tompkins vs. Klein Oak, at 

Pearland Dawson High, 10 
a.m.

• Taylor vs. Memorial, at Prid-
geon Stadium, 11:45 a.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
• Katy vs. Kingwood, at King-

wood High, 10 a.m.
• Tompkins vs. Cedar Ridge, 

at The Woodlands High, 
7:30 p.m.

• Seven Lakes at The Wood-
lands Invitational

MONDAY, JANUARY 6
BOYS SOCCER

• Seven Lakes at Paetow, 5 
p.m.

• Brazoswood at Cinco Ranch, 
3 p.m.

• Fort Bend Bush at Morton 
Ranch, 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY,  
JANUARY 7

GIRLS BASKETBALL
• Morton Ranch at Tompkins, 

7 p.m.
• Katy at Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
• Taylor at Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.
• Paetow at Brenham, 6:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
• Seven Lakes at Katy, 7 p.m.
• Tompkins at Morton Ranch, 

7 p.m.
• Mayde Creek at Taylor, 7 p.m.
• Brenham at Paetow, 6:30 p.m.

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

Dayvaughn Froe knows what it’s like to be a freshman bas-
ketball player on varsity at Katy High. He knows how hard it is 
to grasp the intricacies of a playbook predicated more upon 
reads than simple plug-and-play. He knows what it’s like to 
earn a spot and, perhaps just as important, how to keep it.

So, when the now-sophomore point guard looks around at 
practice or during games and sees freshman post Aydan Per-
due holding his own, Froe can respect that more than most.

He’s been there, done that. And it’s not easy.
“I was a freshman on varsity last year, and I know, for me, 

the coaches having enough confidence to have me on varsity 
was big,” Froe said. “I competed like I belonged. I think that’s 
the same thing with Aydan.”

While the coaches’ confidence in him was significant, Froe 
admitted his own was low. His emotions ran too high or too 
low, based on his play. He was desperate to prove himself.

It’s the same thing Perdue finds himself doing now.
“My mindset is to work hard and prove myself every night,” 

Perdue said. “I don’t want to just be out there and not be a DENNIS SILVA II

Katy High sophomore point guard Dayvaughn Froe, left, and Katy High freshman post Aydan Perdue are 
leaders and strong contributors for the Tigers this season.

Youngsters Froe, Perdue key for Katy

See TIGERS, page B6

By DENNIS SILVA II
TIMES SPORTS EDITOR

After making the NCAA tournament for the 
first time since 2009 in 2018, Rice volleyball 
took it up a notch in 2019, totaling its sec-
ond-most wins in a season with 27, winning 
its first NCAA tournament game with a sweep 
of Oklahoma, and ranking in the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association Top 25 for the 
first time.

A big reason for that success was junior 
outside hitter and former Cinco Ranch star Ni-
cole Lennon. Lennon recorded 505 kills (good 
for fourth all-time in a Rice single season) and 
362 digs, totaling 20 double-doubles and 20 or 
more kills in eight matches.

For that, Lennon is one of four nominees 
for the 2020 Houston Sports Awards’ College 
Athlete of the Year. The awards show, created 
by the Harris County-Houston Sports Authori-
ty, recognizes the most accomplished athletes, 
coaches, teams, contributors and moments in 
Houston sports.

The show will be held Jan. 21 at the Hilton 
Americas.

Along with Lennon, fellow Rice star 

Erica Ogwumike (women’s basketball), Jalen 
Hurts (Oklahoma football), and Corey Davis 
(University of Houston men’s basketball) are 
nominees for College Athlete of the Year. Rice 
coach Tina Langley is a nominee for Coach of 
the Year.

“My coach texted me and said, ‘Congrats 
on being nominated!’ I was like, ‘What award?’ 
She sent it to me and that’s how I found out,” 
Lennon said. “She was really happy for me. 
I’ve never been nominated for a city-wide 
award or non-conference-related award. I was 
just really honored to be noticed.

“Obviously, that’s thanks to my team and 
how well we did this season. It was really 
flattering.”

Lennon was an AVCA All-Region selection 
and AVCA All-America honorable mention 
choice. She established a Conference USA re-
cord with seven Offensive Player of the Week 
awards and ranked 11th in the NCAA in kills 
per set (4.78).

Lennon compiled her 1,000th career kill 
in a Sept. 7 sweep of Abilene Christian and 
posted 23 kills in Rice’s upset over then-No. 3 
Texas on Sept. 18.

“It takes a lot, especially for women’s 

sports, for them to really see you,” Lennon 
said. “Basketball and football, they get a lot of 
exposure. It’s easy to hear about one of those 
guys. But for me and one of the basketball 
players at my school to be noticed, it’s even 
more of an honor, in my opinion.”

Lennon recently talked with The Katy 
Times about her 2019 breakout season.

Q: Rice volleyball had a tremendous 
season, going 27-4. What do you 

credit for that success?

A: “I think the reason we were so 
successful this year was the 

relationships between the girls. We’re all best 
friends. We have great chemistry. We have so 
much fun. Whenever you’re getting along and 
having fun on the court, it shows in the level 
of play.”

Q: Did you have a feeling coming into 
this year that y’all could have the year 

you did have? Or was it unexpected?

A: “My sophomore year (2018), we had 
a really great season. We only lost a 

BEST OF THE BEST

PHOTOS BY RICE ATHLETICS 

Rice junior outside hitter and former Cinco Ranch star Nicole Lennon is one of four nominees for the 2020 Houston Sports Awards’ College Athlete of the Year.

Lennon nominated for College Athlete of the Year

See LENNON, page B2
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from 5-9pm 
(every Friday) for $10.50 lb

includes corn and potato
with every pound.

9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

979-987-6077
9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 9027 S.E. I 10 Frontage Rd. • Sealy, Texas 77474 

Kathy’s 
Shrimp

Boil

5:00 – 9:00 pm
All You Can Eat

for $10.99

Cajun Catfi sh 
Mondays

By CASSANDRA POLLOCK 
TEXAS TRIBUNE

The House General 
Investigating Committee 
on Friday unanimously 
adopted a report from its 
legal advisers that said 
House Speaker Dennis 
Bonnen “likely violated” 
state law during a June 
meeting with a fellow 
member and a hardline 
conservative activist — 
though members didn’t 
raise the idea of any possible 
action against Bonnen and 
said the investigation was 
closed.

“Today’s action 
concludes the committee’s 
investigation,” said state 
Rep. Morgan Meyer, a Dallas 
Republican who chairs the 
committee, after members 
met behind closed doors for 
over an hour.

Meyer, who left the 
hearing room at the Texas 
Capitol without taking 
questions from reporters, 
said the full report from the 
three legal advisers retained 
in October by the committee 
would be “promptly 
transmitted” to House 
members. The committee 
did not immediately release 
the report to the public, 
though a copy was later 
obtained by The Texas 
Tribune.

The report concluded 
by saying the information 
produced “militates against 
criminal prosecution” 
against either Bonnen or 
state Rep. Dustin Burrows, 
a Lubbock Republican 
considered one of the 
speaker’s top lieutenants 
who was involved in the 
political fallout — a line 
that the speaker’s office 
reiterated in a statement 
after the news.

“The committee has 
confirmed what we have 
known for months and 
the conclusion of their 

report speaks for itself,” 
Cait Meisenheimer, a 
spokesperson for Bonnen, 
said in a statement. 

Bonnen “likely violated” 
section 572.051(a) of the 
Texas Government Code, 
according to Meyer, who 
was reading from the report 
during the committee 
hearing — but advisers 
in the report said the law 
provided no”independent 
statutory consequences” for 

a state official who breaches 
it.

That section states that 
a state officer or employee 
should not “accept or solicit 
any gift, favor, or service 
that might reasonably tend 
to influence the officer or 
employee in the discharge 
of official duties, or that the 
officer or employee knows 
or should know is being 
offered with the intent 
to influence the officer’s 

of employee’s official 
conduct.”

The section also states 
that such a person should 
not “intentionally or 
knowingly solicit, accept, 
or agree to accept any 
benefit for having exercised 
the officer’s or employee’s 
official powers.”

Citing the report, Meyer 
also said that lawyers 
did not find supporting 
evidence that either 
Bonnen or Burrows broke 
other parts of state law. 
Meyer also noted that, if 
state Rep. Charlie Geren, 
a Fort Worth Republican 
who chairs the House 
Administration Committee, 
was correct about 
characterizing Empower 
Texans as a group that 
participates in lobbying 
activities, then giving 
Sullivan’s organization 
credentials to the floor of 
the lower chamber would 
be a violation of House 
rules. Geren has previously 
denied Empower Texans 
those credentials.

The issue at hand dates 
back to late July, when 
hardline conservative 
activist Michael Quinn 
Sullivan revealed he had 
secretly recorded a meeting 
with Bonnen and one of the 
speaker’s top lieutenants 
the month before at 
the Capitol. During the 
meeting, Bonnen offered 
Sullivan’s group media 
credentials to the lower 
chamber if its political 
action committee targeted 
10 Republicans in the 2020 
primaries.

Bonnen also disparaged 
a number of House 
Democrats. And the 
speaker, as well as state 

Rep. Dustin Burrows, 
R-Lubbock, made 
comments criticizing local 
government officials.

Sullivan’s secret 
recording set off a months-
long political drama 
that ultimately ended in 
Bonnen announcing he 
would not seek reelection 
to the lower chamber — 
and, consequently, the 
speakership — after serving 
in the House for over 20 
years. Amid the fallout, 
Burrows also stepped down 
as chair of the House GOP 
Caucus.

As the drama was 
playing out, the General 
Investigating Committee 
asked the Texas Rangers, the 
state’s top law enforcement 
agency, to investigate the 
matter — a request that 
the District Attorney Jeri 
Yenne from the speaker’s 
hometown also made 
soon after. In October, 
the Rangers concluded 
their investigation and 
submitted findings to Yenne, 
who announced Bonnen 
would not face criminal 
prosecution over his remarks 
during that June meeting.

After Yenne announced 
her decision, attention 
turned to the committee, 
which retained three legal 
advisers in October to help 
review the final report and 
advise them “on the most 
appropriate next steps.” 
The three legal advisers are 
Patricia Gray, Will Hartnett, 
both of whom are former 
members of the House, and 
Thomas Phillips, a former 
chief justice of the Supreme 
Court of Texas.

Democrats, for their 
part, said that Friday’s news 
reiterated the need for the 

Texas Legislature to pass 
“substantial ethics reforms.”

“It is unfortunate that 
Chairman Meyer scheduled 
today’s hearing to be part of 
a Friday news dump right 
before the holidays,” state 
Rep. Chris Turner, who 
chairs the House Democratic 
Caucus, said in a statement. 
“If the committee has found 
that there is no consequence 
for transacting campaign 
business in the state capitol 
building or exchanging 
House media credentials for 
political favors, then we need 
to pass new laws. House 
Democrats will be ready to 
lead that effort when the 
Legislature convenes in 
2021.”

Further action is now 
up to the full 150-member 
House. The General 
Investigating Committee, 
according to House rules, 
can propose articles of 
impeachment — but did 
not do so during Friday’s 
hearing. If House members 
wanted to act on the 
impeachment of Bonnen, 
they would have three 
vehicles to do so during the 
legislative interim, according 
to Section 665 of the state’s 
government code, including 
the governor issuing a 
proclamation calling the 
House back into session.

A copy of the full Rangers 
report, which committee 
members have had since 
October, has not been made 
available to the public. An 
open records request to the 
Department of Public Safety 
was referred to the attorney 
general’s office, which has 45 
days to determine whether 
the report should be turned 
over.

PHOTO BY MIGUEL GUTIERREZ JR. FOR THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

House Speaker Dennis Bonnen announces committee chairs at the state capitol. Jan 23, 2019. 

Dennis Bonnen ‘likely violated’ law
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residents because it sources 
water in Harris, Fort Bend and 
Waller counties, Harris said. As a 
result, the city of Katy was able to 
raise its overall rate by only $0.08 
rather than the full $0.25 due to 
Waller County water not being 
subject to the water authorities’ 
surcharges. 

The North Fort Bend Water 
Authority increased its fees by 
30 cents from $4.00 per 1,000 
gallons of surface water pumped 
and $3.65 per 1,000 gallons of 
groundwater pumped to $4.30 
and $3.95, respectively Dec. 
19. Meanwhile the West Harris 
County Regional Water Au-
thority had already increased 
its groundwater fee from $2.95 
per 1,000 gallons of groundwa-
ter and $3.35 per 1,000 gallons 

of surface water to $3.20 and 
$3.60, respectively Nov. 13. The 
increased rates are effective Jan. 
1, 2020.

According to documentation 
from both water authorities, the 
fees are used to fund projects to 
bring surface water to residents 
in western Harris and northern 
Fort Bend counties from Lake 
Houston. While most of the re-
gion has access to well water, the 
projects are being undertaken to 
prevent subsidence – the sinking 
of land which results from water 
being pumped out of aquifers. 

According to the Harris-Gal-
veston Subsidence District, land 
in the Katy area has sunk by a 
foot or more since 1906 and land 
in downtown Houston near the 
intersection of the Gulf Freeway 
and Highway 90 Alternate has 
sunk by 10 feet or more during 
that same time. That sinking has 
put the Brownwood subdivision 
in Baytown underwater and 

can increase the risk of flooding 
further inland, according to the 
Harris-Galveston Subsidence 
District.

The city of Fulshear had to 
increase its billing to accom-
modate the full $0.30 increase 
from the North Fort Bend Water 
Authority, said Fulshear Public 
Works Director Sharon Valiante. 
Instead, the city passes the full 
cost of the increased surcharge 
through rather than subsidizing 
it through other portions of its 
budget, she said. While a service 
charge to pay for the adminis-
tration of the water authority’s 
surcharge was considered, it was 
decided against by city officials, 
she said. 

“It’s just a pass-along. It’s 
a passthrough fee. Period,” 
Valiante said. “We were going to 
[add a processing fee], but decid-
ed it was probably not the best 
interests of everybody to do that, 
so we did just a flat passthrough.”

MORE INFORMATION
For more information on the water authorities and subsidence district, 

visit their websites or attend their regularly-held public meetings: 

Harris-Galveston Subsidence District
www.hgsubsidence.org

Meets the second Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m.
1660 W. Bay Area Blvd.
Friendswood, TX 77546

Phone: 281-486-1105

West Harris County Regional Water Authority
Meets the second Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m.

Fry Road MUD
20111 Saums Road

Katy, TX 77449
Phone: 281-398-8211

North Fort Bend Water Authority
Meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m.

Willow Fork Country Club
21055 Westheimer Parkway

Katy, TX 77450

things that can be prevented,” said 
Lieutenant Joe Driver, public in-
formation officer for the Westlake 
Volunteer Fire Department.  

Past efforts
Katy’s fire departments are 

building their education programs 
as the populations they serve grow 
and they are all at different stages in 
developing outreach initiatives. 

The Katy Fire Department has 
been concentrating for the last few 
years on converting from a volunteer 
group of firefighters to a full-time, 
professional firefighting team, said 
Katy Fire Chief Rusty Wilson. As the 
department grows, Wilson said, it 
will continue to develop its outreach 
programs, but that will take time.

Katy FD’s outreach programs 
have mostly focused on being 
involved in schools to help children 
understand fire safety, KFD Fire In-
spector-Investigator Enrique Escobe-
do said. Appearances at community 
events with child-oriented materials 
also occurs throughout the year.

Willowfork Fire Department 
Chief Billy Wilson said his team 
has not been able to do as much 
outreach as they’d like due to staffing 
and funding. The department visits 
community organizations upon 
request, but as a mostly-volunteer 
department, Willowfork hasn’t 
been able to build a large outreach 
program. 

Westlake has been offering a 
variety of classes for quite some time, 
Driver said. The department offers 
stop the bleed classes, an emergen-
cy medical technician course and 
various other classes for adults and 
children throughout the year.

HCESD 48 Community Para-
medic Joe Casciotti oversees the 
department’s training programs such 
as CPR training, infection control, 
blood drives, stop the bleed and mat-
ter of balance classes – issues that 
directly affect the health of residents 
in HCESD 48. He also manages the 
Community Paramedicine Program 
which is designed to help reduce 
return visits to hospitals, he said.

Tharp handles community events 
such as home safety surveys, car seat 
inspections, open houses and Katy 
Safety Fest – activities that involve 
training residents for prevention or 
inspecting homes. HCESD 48 began 
hosting Katy Safety Fest as its largest 
community event in 2016 and it has 
grown every year since then, depart-
ment officials said. All the Katy area’s 
fire departments participate in the 
annual festival. 

Tharp said the growth of the 
community education and preven-
tion function of the department 
have taken a long time and a lot of 
communication. The departments 

all speak to one another and share 
best practices so they can each keep 
improving their programs, he said.

“This has really grown. Probably 
about four years ago it was just be-
ginning and developing,” Tharp said.

Current programs
HCESD 48 has grown enough 

that it has been able to formalize 
its outreach efforts, Tharp said. The 
department was able to establish a 
$61,000 budget for community risk 
reduction for the 2020 fiscal year, he 
said. The budget for 2019 had not 
been formalized but earlier reports 
indicated the expenditures at less 
than $40,000. 

Tharp said many of the trainings 
offered by HCESD 48 are free of 
charge, though some have costs the 
department minimizes to encourage 
participation. Safe sitter and fire ex-
tinguisher classes are generally free, 
though materials for other classes 
or fire extinguisher recharging may 
have an associated fee. Home safety 
surveys – a home inspection that 
looks at fire risks and other safety 
concerns – are free to the public. 

Legislative requirements 
imposed on schools to ensure staff 
know how to deal with bleeding 
cases in the event of emergencies 
has increased demand for trainings 
offered by fire departments, Tharp 
said. Some schools are training more 
people than required, when having a 
few properly trained faculty and staff 
would suffice, he added. Casciotti 
has been helping set up training with 
Katy ISD.

“[The] important thing is making 
sure they know how to use the equip-
ment,” Tharp said. “That’s been the 
challenge in our whole area.”

HCESD 48 also conducts smoke 
alarm blitzes – a community event 
where firefighters go into a neighbor-
hood and do brief safety inspec-
tions that include examining and 
replacing smoke alarms, Tharp said. 
In 2019, the department replaced 

nearly 1,000 unserviceable smoke 
alarms, he said. Smoke alarms for 
blitzes are often provided to fire 
departments by The American Red 
Cross at no charge. 

CPR, stop the bleed and basic 
first aid courses are the core of the 
education courses offered by West-
lake VFD, Driver said. Westlake also 
offers an EMT course – the only one 
in Katy outside of the Miller Career & 
Technology Center operated by Katy 
ISD – which is necessary to become 
or maintain the necessary certifica-
tions for a career as an EMT.

“It’s one of those things that it’s a 
perishable skill,” Driver said, “If they 
need a reminder they can always 
come back.”

Billy Wilson said Willowfork’s 
only class it offers currently is a fire 
extinguisher course, though the 
department does go into schools and 
other places for fire safety seminars, 
upon request.

“We use actual full scale and full-
sized fire extinguishers, but they’re 
done with lasers instead of discharg-
ing extinguishers,” Billy Wilson said.  

The Katy Fire Department’s com-
munity programs are mostly orient-
ed toward children, Escobedo said. 
The department makes as many ap-
pearances with Fire Truck Freddy – a 
radio controlled fire truck designed 
to interest small children – as it can 
and works with the schools within its 
service area to ensure children are 
given training in fire safety. However, 
he said the department is trying to do 
more outreach as staffing allows. 

“There’s also the proactive ele-
ment,” Rusty Wilson said. “We need 
to be doing education, inspections 
and investigations. We’re starting to 
get those covered.” 

Future growth
All of Katy’s fire departments 

understand their community out-
reach programs have room to grow 
both in formal classes and out in the 
community. 

“On my side – the home safety 
surveys – we’d like to double our 
numbers,” Tharp said. “We’re sitting 
at about 64 for the year, but we’d like 
to double that.” 

HCESD 48 is also adding a 
citizens’ fire academy and vacation 
fire school and partnering with local 
businesses, nonprofits and church-
es, Tharp said. The department has 
recently added a safe sitter course, 
which teaches children basic first 
aid and safety skills to use when 
babysitting.

Rusty Wilson said Katy FD’s focus 
is adding staff and training them, 
but the department is planning on 
increasing its outreach programs as 
much as staffing and responding to 
fires and other incidents allow. 

Escobedo said he is working on 
adding smoke alarm blitzes to Katy 
FD’s outreach itinerary because it is 
important to raise resident aware-
ness.

“I’ve been to inspections where 
at an apartment – residents will take 
down alarms because of smoke from 
cooking,” Escobedo said. “[They just] 
take out batteries.”

Billy Wilson said Willowfork 
isn’t at the point where it can start 
expanding its outreach programs 
quickly, but he realizes the need for 

outreach in his district. The recent 
purchase of fire extinguisher training 
equipment and an inflatable fire 
safety house set the department up 
to do as much as possible with the 
resources at its disposal. 

“Right now it’s just the fire extin-
guisher training and home fire sur-
veys,” Billy Wilson said, but added, 
“The public is where we need to be.” 

Driver said he has plans for 
Westlake’s outreach in 2020. The 
department has budgeted to begin 
doing smoke alarm blitzes and will 
be offering a Flight Nurse Medic 
course in 2020 which provides the 
highest level of certification available 
in emergency medicine. 

Driver said some safety courses 
and services will be available to 
request or register for online soon 
– a feature that HCESD 48 began 
offering in the fall of 2019 through 
Eventbrite.

The departments encourage the 
public to reach out to them with any 
fire safety issues they’d like advice 
on or if they want a home fire safety 
survey.

“[We are] going to continue to 
push out our community programs 
and events to have a greater presence 
within the Katy area,” Tharp said.

from page A1
RISK

IMACEL ROBINSON

Harris County Emergency Services District 48 Community Paramedic Joe Casciotti discusses the need 
for volunteers in community risk reduction programs at a recent HCESD 48 gathering. 

First aid and CPR courses help residents react properly for better outcomes in the event of an 
emergency that involves an injury. 

Safe Sitter courses teach adolescents the basics of keeping themselves and the children they care for 
safe when babysitting or watching siblings. 
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DEADLINES
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or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
 All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, lim-
itation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national origin, 
or an intention or discrimination.” 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
 This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone 
number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

FOR RENT 
OR LEASE

MISC.

2000 SQ FT, 4 
bedroom, 3 bath, 
fireplace, kitch-
en island, granite  
downstairs bar 
located in quiet 
neighborhood in 
Crystal Beach, 
Tx by School. For 
more information, 
call 936-488-
1314. 

-----

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

THE SALVATION 
ARMY DONA-
TION CENTER is 
now hiring!  Part-
time positions are 
now available at 
our new location in 
Katy! Please call 
(713)869-3551, 
extension 56845 
to schedule an in-
terview.

-----

YOUR 
NEWS.

YOUR 
WAY.

Follow us on 
Facebook for 
easy access

to the
KATY TIMES.

TheKatyTimes

Find out 
what 

all your 
friends 

are 
talking 
about

KATY
TIMES
CLASSIFIEDS

WORK!
CALL TODAY!
281-391-3141

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!

979-885-3562

MISC. MISC. MISC.MISC.

HOSPITAL BED 
$450.00 281-391-
7982 

-----

CINCO SOUTHWEST
MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 2

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF
RULES AND PENALTIES

Notice is hereby given that, at a meeting on December 16, 2019, the Board of 
Directors of Cinco Southwest Municipal Utility District No. 2 (the “District”) 
adopted a Resolution Establishing Rules and Regulations Governing the Use of 
the District’s Online Portal System (“Resolution”), providing rules and regulations 
governing the use of the District’s online portal system and related phone 
application for water usage data.  Violation of any of the rules or regulations 
contained in the Resolution will subject the violator to a fine of up to $10,000 
per violation.  Each separate occurrence and day that a violation continues shall 
be considered a separate violation.  A copy of the Resolution, with all of its rules 
and regulations, including the penalty listed above, is on file at the principal office 
of the District, Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, 
Suite 2600, Houston, Texas  77027, where it may be read in full.

 /s/Alan Hirshman
 President, Board of Directors

NOTICE OF
LOCATION OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that the street 
address of the administrative office of 
Harris County Emergency Services 
District No. 48 is District Admin-
istration Building located at 21201 
Morton Road, Katy, Texas 77449.

NOTICE OF
LOCATION OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that the street 
address of the administrative office
of Fort Bend County Emergency 
Services District No. 1 is 21055 
Westheimer Parkway, Katy, Texas 
77450.

NOTICE OF
LOCATION OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that the street 
address of the administrative office 
of Fort Bend County Emergency 
Services District No. 2 is Willow-
fork Fire Station, 24655 Westheimer 
Parkway, Katy, Texas 77494.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Owner:  Mason Creek Utility District
Owner’s Office:  847 Dominion, Katy, TX 77450
Project (the Work): Replacement of equipment in
      M.C.C.C. pump room (after plane crash), as further
      described in the Contract Documents
Project location: 20201 Kingsland Blvd, Katy, TX.

Owner proposes to let a contract for the Project and seeks 
bids. Generally, bids must be signed, sealed and physically 
submitted at Owners Office by January 17, 2020 at 4:00 
PM, when they will be opened and publicly read, all in 
accordance with the Contract Documents, which are: (i) 
on file at the Owner’s Office where all bidders may examine 
them and get copies; (ii) incorporated herein by reference, 
including prevailing wages; and (iii) posted on civcastusa.com. 
A pre-bid conference is set for January 10, 2020 at 10:00 
AM at the Project Location. /s /James “Trey” Hamblet, 
Project Officer.

NOTICE
Th e Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of Th e City of Katy, 
Texas, Will Conduct A Public Hearing On Th ursday, 
January 23, 2020, At 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers At 
Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On Docket 
No. 2020-02, The Application Of Laurinda Goncalves, 
Present Owner, Under Section 22.5-3 Of The Zoning 
Ordinance.  Address Of Th e Lot To Be Aff ected:  4961 
South Nelson Way, In An “R-1” Single Family District.  
Property Description: Lot 11, Morrison Boulevard Place 
R/P, Reserve Y, Katy, Harris County, Texas.  

It Is An Appeal Of An Order And A Determination Made 
By An Administrative Offi  cial In Th e Enforcement Of Th e 
Zoning Ordinance And A Request For A Variance To Th e 
Platted Side Yard Building Setback Of Five Feet (5’) For 
Th e Placement Of A Back Yard Deck.  

 David Minze, Chairman 
 Zoning Board of AdjustmentNOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN ORDINANCE NO. 
2935 BEARING THE FOLLOWING CAPTION WAS 
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF KATY, TEXAS, ON DECEMBER 9, 2019:

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 12 “Traffic
And Vehicles” Of The City Of Katy Code Of 
Ordinances And Amending Article 12.05 
“Parking Restrictions On Specific Streets” 
By Amending Section 12.05.041 “No Parking 
Zones” To Prohibit Parking On The South 
Side Of Poplar Creek Ln West Of Woodcreek 
Bend Ln To The Intersection Of Morgan Creek 
Ln; Repealing All Ordinances Or Parts Of
Ordinances In Conflict Herewith; Providing 
For Severability; And Providing For A Penalty 
Not To Exceed $200 For A Violation Of The 
Ordinance.

NOTICE
Th e Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of Th e City of Katy,
Texas, Will Conduct A Public Hearing On Th ursday,
January 23, 2020, At 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers At
Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On
Docket No. 2020-01, Th e Application Of Katy Independent 
School District, Present Owner, Agent is PBK Architects. 
Under Section 22.5-3 Of Th e Zoning Ordinance.  Legal 
Description Of Th e Lot To Be Aff ected:  TRS 2N-1 AND 
2P-1, A-452, H&TCRR SECTION 65, BLOCK 2, In An 
“R-1” Single Family District.  Property Is Located In Harris 
County. 

It Is An Appeal Of An Order And A Determination Made 
By An Administrative Offi  cial In Th e Enforcement Of Th e 
Zoning Ordinance And A Request For A Variance To Th e 
Minimum Height Requirement Of Th irty-Five (35) Feet 
And To Not Exceed Two And One-Half (2-1/2) Stories
In Height. Th e Variance Is For Th e Proposed Building
Th at Exceeds Th e Maximum By One-Half (1/2) Story
Measuring Eight (8) Feet Over Th e Allowable Height.

 David Minze, Chairman 
 Zoning Board of Adjustment

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summons In the Superior Court of the Virgin Islands, 
Division of St. Croix LPP Mortgage, Inc. f/k/a LPP 
Mortgage, Ltd., Plaintiff, v. Patsy Raveneau a/k/a Patsy 
Revineau, and Lenore Raveneau, Defendants. Case No: 
SX-18-CV-73 Action for Debt and Foreclosure of Real 
Property Mortgage The Government of the Virgin Islands: 
To: Patsy Raveneau a/k/a Patsy Revineau, Defendant 
Address: 3735 E. Piper Grove Drive, Katy, TX 77449. Within 
the time limited by law (see note below) you are hereby 
required to appear before this Court and answer to a 
complaint filed against you in this action and in case of 
your failure to appear or answer, judgment by default will 
be taken against you as demanded in the complaint for 
debt and foreclosure of real property mortgage. Witness 
my hand this 4th day of March, 2019 Estrella H. George, 
Clerk of the Court Matthew R. Reinhardt, Esq., Quintairos, 
Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A., 1000 Blackbeard´s Hill, Suite 
10, St. Thomas, VI 00802 Mailing Address: 255 S. Orange 
Avenue, Suite 900, Orlando, FL 32801 Tel: (855) 2870240
matthew.reinhardt@qpwblaw.com Note: The defendant, 
if served personally, is required to file his answer of other 
defense with the Clerk of the Court, and to serve a copy 
thereof upon the plaintiff´s attorney within twenty-one 
(21) days after service of this summons, excluding the date 
of the service. The defendant, if served by publication, or 
by personal service outside of the jurisdiction, is required 
to file his answer, or other defense, with the Clerk of this 
Court, and to serve a copy thereof upon the attorney for 
the plaintiff within thirty (30) days after the completion of 
the period of publication or personal service outside of the 
jurisdiction.

APPLICATION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITH THE TEXAS 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
COMMISSION FOR A WINE 
AND BEER RETAILER’S ON 
PREMISE PERMIT. ISLAND 
FIN POKE COMPANY 
LOCATED AT 9910 GASTON 
ROAD. SUITE 160, KATY, 
FORT BEND COUNTY, 
TEXAS 77494.  OFFICERS 
OF SAID COMPANY ARE
DANIEL M. LYLE,
PRESIDENT;  ALYSON B.
LYLE, SECRETARY.

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 29, 2019
ACREAGE

14.25 acres, Menard County. Mesquite and native 
brush. Blackbuck, axis, whitetail, hogs, turkey. 
Locked gate security. $2316 down, $383/month, 
(9.9%, 30 years). www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 
800-876-9720.

AUCTION
42nd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, noon, 
Jan. 18, El Campo Livestock Auction, El Campo, TX. 
Expecting 100 bulls, group of select females. www.
cattlemansale.com, 903-452-7591 or 903-850-3449.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free 
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers 
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT, 
www.boatangel.com.

HUNTING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ to hunt 
your land. Call for a FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-
309-1507, www.BaseCampLeasing.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Mesothelioma may occur 30 to 60 years after exposure 
to asbestos. Many workers were exposed from the 
1940s through the 1970s. Industrial and construc-
tion workers, along with their families (second hand 
exposure) are among those at risk for mesothelioma, 
lung cancer or gastro cancer (throat, stomach, colon). 
Call 800-460-0606 for professional legal insight or visit 
www.AsbestosLaw.com. 

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

SATELLITE TV
Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies On 
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-855-
710-4824 or satellitedealnow.com/tex.

STEAKS
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 68% PLUS get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99. 1-866-
879-0154 mention code:59104KRJ or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/love48. 

WANTED
I Buy RVs – Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, 
Bumper Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, 
Dirty or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, 
we can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for WATER WELL NO. 10 will be received 
at City of Katy Municipal Building, 901 Avenue C, Katy, 
Texas 77493, until 2:00 p.m., Thursday, January 16, 2020.

The Owner is the City Of Katy, Texas

The successful bidder(s) will be required to enter into a 
contract with the Owner.

A Cashier’s Check or Certified Check payable, without 
recourse, to the Owner or an acceptable Surety Proposal 
Bond, in an amount not less than five percent (5%) of the 
largest possible total bid, including consideration of alternates, 
must accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if awarded 
the contract, the Bidder will promptly enter into a contract 
and execute bonds in forms provided as outlined in the 
Contract Documents. Performance Bond, Payment Bond, 
and Maintenance Bond, in an amount of one hundred 
percent (100%) of the contract price will be required.

For public projects, not less than the minimum wage rates 
as prescribed in the General Conditions must be paid.

The Contract for this project will be awarded by the City 
based on the lowest and best bid received

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
and to waive any informalities in bids.

Bonded general contractor may obtain one set of bid 
documents for each project at the office of the Engineer, 
Clay & Leyendecker, Inc., 1350 Avenue D, Katy, Texas 
77493, (281) 391-0173, upon deposit of a check or cash 
only in the amount of $40.00/set, payable to Clay & 
Leyendecker, Inc. Bidder must telephone before coming to 
pick up plans. Said amount will be refunded if the bid 
documents are returned in good condition within one (1) 
week of the date of bid. Otherwise, no refunds will be made.
Additional sets may be purchased for $40.00. Subcontractors 
and Suppliers may purchase sets for $40.00 which will not 
be refunded.



H ave you ever been 
confused about 
something, but you 

didn’t want to look dumb 
asking about it? 

For instance, you might 
think Cappuccino drinks 
are made from ground up 
Capuchin monkeys, even 
though that sounds pretty 
cruel. Without questioning 
the coffee industry, you just 
go along with it, until one 
day your girlfriend orders a 
Cappuccino during a date. 
Suddenly you shout at the 
top of your lungs, “How 
could you do that to the 
monkeys?!” in the middle of 
your local coffeehouse.  

The words “presume” 
and “assume” are kind of like 
that. They’re kind of similar, 
so let’s just use them inter-
changeably. Wrong. I think 
to understand the difference 
between the two words, we 
need to understand what 
“-sume” means. Get your 
togas on, because it’s time 
for a Latin lesson, folks!

According to The Latin 

Dictionary, “sumere” means 
“to put on or take up.” 
Google’s Latin to English 
translator sums it up in one 
word: take. 

You already know that the 
prefix “pre” means “before.” 
So, when we presume some-
thing, we have “put on” what 
we think about something 
based on prior or previous 
knowledge or evidence. 
Presuming is when we 
suppose something based 
on a decent probability that 
it’s true. For instance, when 
I walked into my lecture hall 
class, I presumed the woman 
in the pantsuit at the lectern 
was my professor. 

The prefix “as” shows up 
as a variant of the prefix “ad” 

when the next letter in the 
word is an “s.” Trust me; I 
looked that up in the dictio-
nary. The prefix “as” means 
“assert.” So “assume” is when 
we “assertively” “take” on 
an opinion about something 
without any evidence or 
prior knowledge. Assuming 
almost always gets us in 
trouble.

Both presume and 
assume have to do with 
“supposing” something. The 
difference is, presume is 
supposing something about 
which you already know 
at least a little bit. Think of 

“presume” as an educated 
guess and “assume” as an 
asinine guess.

To avoid looking asinine, 
get the facts on words like 
presume and assume before 
you use them in casual con-
versation. While you’re at it, 
school yourself on common 
coffee terms; you’d hate 
to assume your significant 
other is a ground-up monkey 
drinking psychopath.

Curtis Honeycutt is an 
award-winning syndicated hu-
mor columnist. Connect with 
him on Twitter (@curtishoney-
cutt) or at curtishoneycutt.com.

CARRIE 
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THE  
POSTSCRIPT

CURTIS 
HONEYCUTT
GRAMMAR GUY

Karen Lopez | Publisher
R. Hans Miller | Senior reporter
Dennis Silva II | Sports editor
Victoria Parker | Designer
Debbie Prejean | Bookkeeper

OFFICE HOURS:
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
5319 East Fifth Street
Katy, TX 77493

TO REPORT NEWS: 
Call (281) 391-3141
or email news@katytimes.com

TO REPORT SPORTS SCORES: 
email sports@katytimes.com

ADVERTISING:
For information on advertising  
in the Katy Times, in print or online,  

contact us at (281) 391-3141 or email 
katyclass@katytimes.com. Advertising 
deadline is noon on Friday for both  
classified and retail advertising. 

BILLING:
Address billing inquiries to:
Debbie Prejean, Bookkeeper
bookkeeping@katytimes.com

CORRECTIONS:
We strive for accuracy and  
transparency in our reporting. If you 
believe that we have made a factual 
error in reporting, please call (281) 
391-3141 or email editor@katytimes.
com with a link to the story in question, 
along with information on what you 
believe is factually incorrect in the 
reporting. Individual columns in the 

Katy Times
Phone: (281) 391-3141

Fax: 281-391-2030
Katy Times do not necessarily reflect the 
newspaper’s editorial opinion. 

PRESS RELEASES:
Press releases are accepted but are not 
guaranteed for publication. Press releases 
should be e-mailed only to news@
katytimes.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
We encourage your Letters to the Editor 
submissions, but we reserve the right to 
edit for content and for space restrictions. 
All letters must contain the full name of 
the person who wrote the letter, as well 
as their address and telephone number 
for verification purposes. Letters can be 
submitted via e-mail to news@katytimes.com. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
The Katy Times (ISSN 067-180) is 

publishedon Thursday for $35 per year in 
Harris,Waller and Fort Bend Counties and 
$45 elsewhere by The Katy Times, 5319 E. 
Fifth St., Katy, Texas 77493. Periodical-rate 
postage paid at Katy, Texas 77494. 

CIRCULATION:
Address billing inquiries at 281-391-3141.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Katy Times, 
P.O. Box 678, Katy, Texas, 77492-0678.

ABOUT OUR NEWSPAPER:
The Katy Times is a member of the Texas 
Press Association. The weekly newspaper 
is published every Thursday. Visit our Web 
site 24 hours a day, seven days a week at 
www.katytimes.com for more news and 
information.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

SUDOKU

CLUES ACROSS
1. Database management 
system
 5. Soft blue-gray mineral
11. Algerian coastal city
12. A healthy redness
16. El __, border town
17. Part of the mind
18. Female body part
19. Atrocities
24. You can call Paul Simon 
this
25. Copyread
26. Large integers
27. Large, flightless bird
28. Bread and whiskey are two
29. Indicate pain or discomfort
30. Worry
31. Wild goats
33. Belittle
34. More supernatural
38. Wakes up
39. Intestinal pouches
40. Popular dance
43. American state
44. CSI actor
45. Having a keen enthusiasm 
for
49. Swiss river
50. Restaurant item
51. Intense unhappiness
53. Unit of loudness
54. Increase in velocity
56. Mesoamerican religion
58. Early multimedia
59. Forearm bone
60. An unprincipled person
63. Swarming with
64. Shellfish
65. Root of taro plant

CLUES DOWN
 1. More silly
 2. Adult beverage
 3. Iron used for lofting

 4. Noses
 5. Smile
 6. One who examines closely
 7. Lethal dose
 8. Denotes past
 9. “This Is Us” actor Fitch
10. Dabbling ducks
13. Polish beer
14. A type of cat
15. Shows respect for
20. Of I
21. Commercial
22. Chai and chamomile are 
two
23. Lodging option
27. Geological times
29. Unit of electrical 
inductance (abbr.)
30. Where G-men work
31. Hot beverage
32. One of the six noble gases
33. Southern constellation
34. South American nation
35. Suitable for use as food
36. The back
37. I (German)
38. Blood group
40. Fit to stand trial
41. Praise excessively
42. Female’s title
44. EU predecessor
45. Acutely insightful and wise
46. Disguised
47. Improved the appearance of
48. Generator
50. The real __, the genuine 
article
51. Male’s title
52. Home of the Hawkeyes
54. About aviation
55. At all times
57. Military peace officer
61. College degree
62. Indicates position

PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE A5

I went with my 
parents to get a 
Christmas tree.

All the trees were 
wearing hangtags 
shaped like bells 
and all the bells had 
hand-lettered names 
on them. At first, I 
assumed these trees were 
spoken for and the names 
indicated the person who had reserved the tree. Then I 
realized that, no, the names were for the trees.

This was a fancy place and apparently, when you 
spend as much as this store was charging for a tree, the 
tree came complete with a name. Actually, for what they 
were charging, I’m surprised the trees didn’t come with 
at least a two-year degree from a vo-tech college. Still, 
they were lovely trees, I must admit. We immediately 
spotted a Balsam fir named Howard, and the wind was 
so chill I was fully prepared to pile Howard on top of the 
car and call it a day.

But tradition insisted we make something resem-
bling a hunt and so we reviewed the rest of the trees 
lined up in the windy parking lot until we came to one 
that seemed to have near perfect shape: not too bushy, 
an attractive leader at the top, no straggly branches at 
the bottom, and just the right height. There was only 
one problem: the tree was named Caleb.

“Mom, Caleb is not a good name for a Christmas 
tree.”

“No, it really isn’t,” my mother agreed. 
We both studied Caleb silently. There was no deny-

ing that Caleb was an attractive tree.
“Maybe we could rename him,” my mother suggest-

ed, as we strapped Caleb to the roof for the short drive 
home.

My dad got out the metal tree stand which is old 
and a little rusty and will never be replaced because 
you can’t buy one like it anymore. He pounded the 
tree down onto the stake in the middle of the pan and 
tightened the screws. He raised the tree into a standing 
position and its branches slowly relaxed, showing off 
its full splendor, then he wrapped it in a few strings of 
lights.

“Do you think that’s enough lights?” my mother 
asked my husband, Peter, (who is the least likely to have 
an opinion on the subject) and Peter declared that there 
were plenty of lights.

Then my mom pulled out the ornaments and won-
dered aloud where many of them came from and how 
long we have had them. We don’t remember.

Except we know the little fellow in the canoe used 
to be holding an oar until my dad carved a tiny paddle 
for him (because what was he doing with an oar in a 
canoe?) And my mom remembers the ornaments she 
brought back the year they visited the Holy Land. But 
what about the sled that had my dad’s name on it and 
the year: 1982? It is a mystery—as is the angel made of 
pinecones and the tiny skiers holding tiny skies and the 
surprising number of mice in Christmas attire.

“You could have dressed up a whole string of them 
you caught under the sink this week!” I suggested to my 
mom (a thought she did not seem to care for).

There were a few glass balls hung to fill in the empty 
spaces and the whole process was finished in what 
seemed like no time at all.

“I think Caleb looks very nice!” my mother declared.
And, while I still thought it was a wildly inappro-

priate name for a Christmas tree, Caleb had somehow 
managed—as is often the case this time of year—to 
embody the Christmas spirit exactly.

Until next time,
Carrie

Carrie Classon’s memoir, “Blue Yarn,” was released 
earlier this year. Learn more at CarrieClasson.com.

Let me tell you  
about Caleb, the 
Christmas Tree

Grammar Guy, I presume ... assume?
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Dear Readers,
We want to hear from you! Have thoughts on what’s hap-

pening in the greater Katy area? Send it our way for consid-
eration as a letter to the editor. 

Letters to the editor have been around for ages and are a 
proven way to get the attention of elected officials, commu-
nity members and the staff here at the Katy Times. Con-
cerned about a development or excited about new shopping 
opportunities? Angry about a public facility’s decline or 
excited about how well your high school’s debate team is 
performing? We want to hear it all.

To submit a letter to the editor, either send an email 
to news@katytimes.com or submit your letter online at: 
https://katytimes.com/site/forms/online_services/letter/
letter_editor/.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Sincerely, 

Katy Times Staff

SEND US YOUR LETTERS!
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PET OF THE WEEK
MEET MOCHI!

Female | Akita mix | 2 yr-old | 45lbs | Medium 
energy | Has Dwarf Syndrome | Dog-Friendly  
| Kid-Friendly | Cat-Friendly | Lover of sticks

This silly pup’s name is Mochi. She was dumped 
(yes, literally dumped) at Special Pals Shelter in 
August 2018. Her previous owners threw her over 
the shelters eight-foot gate in the middle of the 
night. Despite this, she loves every person she 
meets, is great with other dogs, and is even okay 
with cats. She clearly has a heart of gold.

She also has dwarf syndrome, which has 
caused her muscles to be underdeveloped, and 
her eyesight to be compromised, but she does 
not let that stop her. She runs, plays, and jumps 
just like any other dog, she just does it with a 
little skip in her step (which we think is adorable). 
She loves playing with sticks. And we mean loves.

She’ll take some time to get used to her 
new home, but she’s a fast learner. She needs 
someone who has the patience to care for a dog 
with a disability but her enthusiasm for life will 
give a family more smiles than they can possible 
count.

Call Today!
The Katy Times
281-391-3141 Here’s My Card
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Maid Services
I Will Keep Your House

 Clean FromWeek To Week!
Call Sage 

REFERENCES
281-744-5457

Cleaning Service

ONLY 
$30

Week!

By R. HANS MILLER
SENIOR REPORTER

The Harris County Sheriff’s Office is in-
vestigating a shooting at local barber shop 
Magic’s Kutts & Fades located at 239045 
Franz Road, just west of the Grand Parkway. 
Witnesses have told police that on Dec. 21 
the suspect, a black male possibly driving a 
gray Honda Accord, shot a barber shop em-
ployee during an argument over a haircut. 

“The customer retrieved a pistol and 
shot the employee multiple times,” said 
Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez via 
Twitter. “The injured male is in serious 
condition.” 

The sheriff’s office is still conducting 
its investigation, HCSO Director of Public 
Affairs Jason Spencer said via email Dec. 
27. Initial details shared with the public 
indicate that the shooter had brought his 
13-year-old son in to get a haircut. After 
the haircut, the suspect found out the child 
did not like the haircut and returned to the 
shop. The barber redid the haircut, but an 
altercation occurred afterward and the sus-
pect allegedly went to his vehicle, removed 
a firearm and shot the barber, then fled the 
scene. 

HCSO has identified a suspect and is 
interested in questioning the suspect but 
does not identify suspects in an inves-
tigation unless charges have been filed, 
Spencer said. As of Dec. 27, the victim of 
the shooting was recovering and expected 
to survive, he added.

“When it’s finished, the evidence will be 
presented to the District Attorney’s Office 
for them to determine possible charges,” 
Spencer said. 

HCSO is asking anyone with additional 
information the department at 713-221-
6000 or CrimeStoppers at 713-222-8477. 

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

As the final fireworks 
show of the season came 
to an end last Sunday eve-
ning, applause and cheers 
erupted through the crowd. 
Some festival goers had 
tears in their eyes as the 
last burst of light in the sky 
signaled the end of the 45th 
season of the Texas Renais-
sance Festival. “This is my 
home away from home and 
my faire family,” said Chip 
Ware of Houston.

Over nine-themed 
weekends that ran from 
October 5 – December 1, 
more than 460,000 came 
through the gates of the 
festival and stepped into 
the 16th century Euro-
pean village of the New 
Market. This year’s themes 
included: Oktoberfest, 1001 
Dreams, Pirate Adventure, 
All Hallows Eve, Return to 
the Renaissance, Heroes 
and Villains, Barbarian 
Invasion, Highland Fling 
and Celtic Christmas.

New to the TRF stage at 
the Cloister in the Green 
was Full Armored Combat 
where warriors clashed 
in hand-to-hand combat 
until one warrior was pro-
claimed as the victor. The 
three shows each day were 
standing room only for 
an appreciative audience. 
Also new and popular 
this season was the duo of 
Opal and Jade Off-Colored 
Treasures at the Red Lion 
Tavern, and the return of 
The Dublin Harpers at the 
stage in The Green.

Adam “Crack” Win-
rich of the wildly popular 
Firewhip show successfully 
made a Guinness World 
Record attempt of Most 
Fire Whip Cracks with two 
Whips in One Minute: 314. 
Winrich needed to achieve 

more than 200 cracks for 
the record. This record 
marks 12 records that he 
currently holds. 

Pirate Cove owner 
Scott Brenis held a daily 
raffle for a free sword 
to benefit the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) 
non-profit organization. 
Over the nine-weekend 
season, Brenis raised over 
$21,000 which surpassed 
his original goal of $20,000. 
“It’s really important to 
remember the person who 
make doing what we do 
possible. If we’re not giving 
back then we’re failing,” 
said Brenis. “Being able to 
provide the patron’s the 
opportunity to say thank 
you and contribute,” he 
added. 

This season marked the 
last season of the “hat lady” 
Berthe Carp who has been 
selling hats at the festival 
for the past 45 years. “It has 
been my pleasure to work 
with Berthe Carp for the 
last few seasons. She is a 

delight whose dedication 
to her craft and joy in the 
festival setting have been 
marvelous assets to TRF. 
We will miss her and wish 
her and her family the very 
best in her retirement,” said 
Kim Bryant, TRF Vendor 
Coordinator.

“The entire Texas 
Renaissance Festival team 
would like to thank the pa-
trons who joined us for our 
45th Anniversary season, 
to experience the sights, 
sounds, flavors and unique 
goods offered by our many 
merchants, artisans, enter-
tainers, demonstrators and 
vendors throughout the 
New Market Village” said 
Joe Bailey General Manag-
er. “We are looking forward 
to continuing the tradition 
of the magic that our pa-
trons experience when they 
walk through the gates of 
the festival and providing 
an even more immersive 
experience for the 2020 
season,” he added.

The Texas Renaissance 

Festival will return for its 
46th season on October 3 
and run through November 
29, 2020, open Saturdays, 
Sundays and Thanksgiving 
Friday. For more informa-
tion visit texrenfest.com.

HISTORICAL 
FIGURES

9 – Weekends in 
the 2019 Texas 
Renaissance Festival 
season
21 – Total days of 
operation for the 
festival including 
two school days 
467,304 – Total 
attendance for the 
2019 season
41,312 – School 
days attendance
69 – Weddings
24 – Special events 
(birthday, proposals, 
bachelorette party, 
corporate)
85,860 – Turkey legs 
consumed

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Texas Renaissance Festival was established in 1974 and attracts visitors each year to its 55-are New Market Village 
and the adjacent 200-acre Fields of New Market Campgrounds in Todd Mission, Texas. This immersive experience features 
live entertainment, artists and craftspeople, food and drink, hand-powered rides and games and over 200 interactive 
characters during its nine themed weekends October through November 2020. 

Texas Renaissance Festival concludes

Sheriff ’s Office investigating shooting

R. HANS MILLER

According to witnesses, a father who was unhappy with the haircut his son had received at Magic’s Kutts & Fades shot an employee over the issue during a Dec. 21 altercation. Employees at 
neighboring businesses have said the barber shop has been closed since the incident.


