B THE KATY TIMES

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2023

KATYTIMES.COM

Texans disappointing in loss to Colts as injuries pile up

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Houston took one step
forward and two steps back
on Sunday.

The Texans (0-2) came
into the week after a strong
defensive performance
against Baltimore but with
an offense that struggled.
They hoped to build on the
defense and fix some offen-
sive problems going into a
winnable game against the
Colts in Houston’s home
opener.

Instead though, it was a
reverse of what happened
last week. The Texans
offense took a step forward,
but the team’s defense strug-
gled mightily, as the Texans
faced an early deficit and
were unable to turn things
around in a 31-20 loss.

“I thought the guys on
the offensive side of the ball
got better today and showed
improvements,” said Texans
head coach DeMeco Ryans.
“But our defense wasn’t good
enough. We have to be better
up front — we didn’t stop the
run and we didn’t tackle well.
If you want to win games in
this league, you have to be
better at that”

The Colts got out to a hot
start in the game, scoring on
their first possession, which
spanned seven plays and
75 yards, which Anthony
Richardson capped off with
an 18-yard run. Then the
Texans gave the ball right
back on a fumble inside
their own 20-yard line. Indi-
anapolis took advantage as
Richardson ran in another
score from 15 yards out on
the next play.

Houston came back with
a strong drive of its own
after that. CJ Stroud led an
efficient drive that went 68
yards on 13 plays, which
Stroud capped off with
his first NFL touchdown,
an eight-yard pass to Nico
Collins as the Texans found
their footing in the game.

Houston’s defense held
the Colts scoreless their
next two drives, but couldn’t
keep things up all the way
to halftime. The Colts strung
together another long drive
early in the second quarter
which Zach Moss ended
with an 11-yard touchdown,
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Above: Colts linebacker Zaire Franklin (44) tackles Texans running back Dameon
Pierce (31) during an NFL game between the Texans and the Colts on September
17,2023 in Houston. The Colts won, 31-20. Right: Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud
(7) looks to pass the ball during an NFL game between the Texans and the Colts on
September 17, 2023 in Houston. The Colts won, 31-20.

putting the Texans down 14.
Houston came back with a
field goal drive to trim things
but the Colts answered right
back with a long touchdown
drive right before halftime.

“We just have to keep
getting better,” Ryans said.
“We have to get better
throughout the game and
better throughout the week
of practice. There were too
many self-inflicted wounds
that hurt us today, whether
it'’s on defense or offense.
You have to control what
you can control and not help
the other team.”

The Colts added a field
goal midway through the
third quarter. The Texans re-
sponded with a 36-yard field
goal and then a touchown
pass from Stroud to Tank
Dell, the first touchdown of
Dell’s career, but couldn’t
muster anything else to get
closer.

Two bright spots for
the team were Stroud and
Collins. Stroud looked very
solid despite playing with
an offensive line missing
four starters. He finished
the game with 384 yards
passing, completing 30
of 47 attempts with two
touchdowns while looking
in control of the offense.
Collins meanwhile had
seven receptions for 146
yards as the two players'

chemistry seemed to
blossom. Tank Dell and
Robert Woods both added
over 70 yards receiving

as the Texans' pass game
showed improvements.

“We got better and took
steps forward as an offense,’
Stroud said. “From getting
in and out of the huddle to
executing plays, you could
see that improvement. But
we have to keep taking
steps and getting better. Our
operation has to be clean
— we have to get guys lined
up right and we have to do
better in the red zone. We're
putting in that work to make
ithappen and we're going
to try our best to continue to
do that.”

The Texans will play
Jacksonville on the road
next before heading back to
NRG to play the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

“I'm not happy right
now of course, but there are
definitely some things we
can take from this,” Stroud
said. “We did a lot of good
things both offensively and
defensively. Once we get
that together on both sides
and play as a team, watch
out because this team is
ready to win. We just have to
keep getting better and put-
ting it together in all three
phases. I'm excited to get to
work on it
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Water District
Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Rate

The WILLOW FORK DRAINAGE DISTRICT will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax
rate for the tax year 2023 on Thursday, September 28, 2023 at 11:30 a.m. at the offices of LJA
Engineering Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway North, STE 100, Katy, TX, 77449. Your individual
taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is
adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the change in
taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of your property in relation
to the change in the taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the tax
burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which
you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information
about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your

property.

FOR the proposal: Gregg Nady, John Savage, Joseph S. Robinson,
Sarah Hubbell

AGAINST the proposal: (none)

PRESENT and not voting: (none)

ABSENT: Alexander “Alec” Bray

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

This Year

$0.17000 /$100
Proposed

Last Year

$0.17200/$100
Adopted

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Difference in rates per $100 of value $-0.00200 /$100
Percentage increase/decrease

in rates (+/-) -1.16%
Average appraised residence

homestead value $380,406.00 $420,560.00
General homestead exemptions
available (excluding 65 years
of age or older or disabled
person’s exemptions) $0.00 $0.00
Average residence homestead

taxable value $380,406.00 $420,560.00

Tax on average residence homestead $654.30 $714.95
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)

and percentage of increase (+/-)

$60.65
9.27%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance and contract tax
rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more
than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and
maintenance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.

If the rate adopted by the board is less than the mandatory election rate then no election will be
required.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Should you have any questions concerning this notice, please contact the tax office at
281-482-0216.
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