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City council boosts public safety programs
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Public safety programs in 
the City of Katy got a boost at 
Monday night’s city council 
meeting.

Council members voted 
unanimously to authorize 
the mayor to sign a proposal 
for the purchase of a new fire 
truck.  The 2024 Pierce Impel 
Pumper will be purchased 
through an agreement with 
Siddons Martin Emergency 
Group LLC in the amount of 
$1,113,731.00, which includes 
delivery and training on the 
operation of the vehicle.

Katy Police Department 
will benefit from a new agree-
ment with Tyler Technologies 
for software, products and 
services that will enable all 
department data to be moved 
to the cloud, according to KPD 

police chief Noe Diaz.  
The old Emergency Op-

erations Center (EOC) will 
be remodeled into three new 
offices at a cost of $49,975.00, 
which was approved unani-
mously by council members.  

In other actions, council 
approved drainage improve-
ment projects in Village Green 
West Phase 1 and Y Street 
ditches, which are due to be 
completed by the end of the 
year.  Also approved were road 
repairs to Townpark Rd and 
the Bartlett expansion from 
10th to Cane Island.

Mayor Dusty Thiele also 
issued a proclamation declar-
ing July 30, 2023 as the official 
day of celebration for the 20th 
anniversary of the opening of 
Katy Heritage Park.  Members 
of the Katy Heritage Society 
were present to receive the 
proclamation.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

At the June 24th meeting of Katy’s city council, Mayor Dusty Thiele read a proclamation designating July 30, 2023, as the “Official Day of Celebration” for the 20th 
anniversary of the opening of Katy Heritage Park.  Mayor Thiele invited citizens to come to the park on Saturday, July 29th from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. for a special event 
commemorating the occasion.  Pictured are Kevin Browne, city of Katy parks director; Diane Walker; Mayor Thiele; Marilyn Frishman; Linda Mikeska; Jerrilyn Rheman; 
Adrienne Davitz, president of the Katy Heritage Society; and Brenda Hunter Martin.

The Maud Marks branch of the 
Harris County Public Library System, 
1815 Westgreen, observed its 30th 
birthday with festivities on July 
24th.  Pictured are Director Edward 
Melton and Branch Manager Akhila 
Bhat.  Left: The HCPL Curiosity 
Cruiser was a hit with younger 
attendees, who also enjoyed cake 
and square dancing.

PHOTOS BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

L.D. Robinson 
Scholarship 
recognizes 
outstanding 
FFA seniors

FROM STAFF REPORTS

In a board room filled to capacity by 
KISD employees, parents and community 
members, the Katy ISD Board of Trustees 
unanimously voted to approve a compensa-
tion increase calling for a 3% mid-point pay 

raise for all employee groups during the July 
24th Work Study Meeting. 

“The financial information we received 
this evening shows that the district is in 
much better financial shape than the previ-

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The L. D. Robinson Scholarship cel-
ebrates 53 years honoring Katy ISD FFA 
seniors for their outstanding achieve-
ments.  Six 4-year scholarships and offi-
cial LDRS jackets were presented at their 
year-end FFA Awards Banquet. The 2023 
recipients are:  Jaime Hahn, Texas A&M, 
major Poultry Science; Halaigh Triolo, 
Texas Tech, major Animal Science/Agri-
culture Marketing; Delaney Keller, Texas 
A&M, major Animal Science; Madailein 
Fitch, Texas A&M, major Agriculture En-
gineering; Hanna Huntoon, Texas Tech, 
major Nursing; and Grayson Schneider, 
Texas A&M, major Animal Science/Agri 
Business.  Selections are based on the 
following: completion of on-line appli-
cation requirements, must be a member 
of the FFA/Agriculture Science Program 
at least three years, GPA, SAT &/or ACT 
scores, LDE’s, CDE’s, SAE’s, FFA proj-
ects and activities, leadership positions, 
service projects, school and community 
activities, and interview by the LDRS 
Board.  The scholarship is open to the 
college and major of choaice. 

The L. D. Robinson Scholarship was 
established in 1970 by former FFA mem-
bers and community leaders to honor 
Robinson's 44-year commitment to Texas 
Education and the development of the 
Katy FFA, Agriculture Education Program 
where he served for 29 years.  These 
former students served on the first L. D. 
Robinson Scholarship Board of Directors 
and presented the criteria and by-laws 
to the Katy ISD School Board before Mr. 
Robinson retired which was unanimous-
ly approved.  It was also endorsed by 

Displaying the coveted LDRS jacket are (left to right) 
Diana Elder, LDRS Advisor; scholarship recipients: 
Madailein Fitch (TAMU), Grayson Schneider (TAMU), 
and Hanna Huntoon (Texas Tech); Suzy Copeland, LDRS 
Director; Jay Elder, Advisor.

See SCHOLARSHIP, page A3

MAUD MARKS LIBRARY CELEBRATES MILESTONE

Trustees approve 3% pay 
raise for teachers and staff

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Many KISD employees, parents and community members turned out for the Katy ISD Board of Trustees meeting on Monday. 

Home for 
the Holidays 
Gift Market 
announces 
expo in Katy
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Stacie Henry, organizer of 
Home for the Holidays Gift Mar-
ket,  has announced the inau-
gural Community Expo Event, a 
unique initiative by Home for the 
Holidays Gift Market designed to 
unite local businesses, artisans, 
and the community of Katy. This 
new event will take place August 
26-27 and will be a fundraiser for 
the Katy Christian Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“The Community Expo 
Event is more than just an 
exhibition; it's a celebration of 
everything Katy has to offer. It's 
a chance to find your "go-to" 
for all things local, from local 
service providers, pet care, great 
outdoors, health and wellness, 
and handmade crafts, from food 
and beverage vendors to home 
décor,” said organizer Stacy 

See EXPO, page A3

See KISD, page A3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bonus materials
  7. Formal names
13. Free from restraints
14. One who scrapes away
16. Type of device
17. Skin cancers
19. The Show Me State
20. Plate glasses
22. Red-brown sea bream
23. Small (Fr.)
25. Flightless Australian birds
26. High IQ group
28. Stiff structures
29. Revolutions per minute
30. Where a bachelor lives
31. Licensed for Wall Street
33. A place to park
34. Energy, style and
      enthusiasm
36. An important creed in
      Catholic Church
38. 18-year astronomical
      period
40. Furies
41. Removes from the record
43. Noted child psychiatrist
44. Feline
45. High schoolers’ test
47. Not happy
48. They __
51. On top
53. Precious stones unit of
      weight
55. Moved quickly
56. Seagulls
58. A seed with hooks or teeth

59. Partner to “oohed”
60. Exclamation of surprise
61. Most unpleasant
64. Organization help service
      members
65. Type of cockatoo
67. Humorous criticisms
69. Went through and
      organized
70. Wakes up

CLUES DOWN
  1. Settle in tents
  2. Big
  3. Books
  4. Masses of eggs in fish
  5. Language
  6. Not standing
  7. Chinese philosophy
  8. Computer giant
  9. A device to catch
10. Emits coherent radiation
11. Actor O’Neill
12. Smallest interval in western
      music
13. Not lower
15. Revolves
18. Leavened bread
21. Number above the line in
      a fraction
24. Cable
26. Adult male
27. Airborne (abbr.
30. Bullfighting maneuvers
32. Broadcast
35. __ Angeles
37. Vehicle

38. Not religious
39. North American peoples
42. A baglike structure
43. Body art (slang)
46. Picked for a role
47. Actress Tomei
49. Former hoopster “Big
      Country”
50. Icelandic poems
52. More pleasant

54. It can add flavor to meat
55. Self-immolation by fire
      rituals
57. Expression of annoyance
59. __ Spumante (Italian wine)
62. Consumed
63. Body part
66. Thus
68. In reply (abbr.)

COMMUNITY
AUGUST 1

FIRST ALL LEAGUE MEETING OF THE SERVICE LEAGUE 
OF KATY-FULSHEAR

The Service League of Katy-Fulshear is a new 
non-profit group for women in the Katy-Fulshear 
area to provide community service and social 
connection.  Members must be 21 years old by 
June 1, 2023, to join.  The League will hold its first 
all member meeting on Tuesday, August 1 from 6 
to 7 p.m. at Hub510, 10419 W. Hidden Lake Lane, 
Richmond.  This will be the last opportunity to join 
for the 2023-2024 league year.

AUGUST 3
SUMMER PLAY DAYS AT HOLY COVENANT UMC

Come enjoy adult conversation and an iced coffee 
bar while your kiddos burn off some summer steam 
on August 3 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Healthy snack 
options for the kids, air conditioned restrooms, wa-
ter, and a fully fenced and age appropriate play area 
make this free summer event a huge hit.  Holy Cove-
nant UMC is located at 22111 Morton Ranch Road in 
Katy.  For more information, go to hckaty.org.

AUGUST 5
CATS & COFFEE

Enjoy a cup of coffee while socializing with 
free-roaming adoptable cats at Citizens for Animal 
Protection.  A coffee bar will be set up in the 
Education Center with fun-loving adoptable cats 
roaming the room.  Although this is a free event, 
space is limited; please register on the CAP website 
to attend:  https://www.cap4pets.org/support-us/
donation-programs/fundraising-events.  CAP is 
located at 17555 Katy Freeway.

BIBBIDI BOBBIDI DISNEY BRUNCH
World of Beer, 2643 Commercial Center Blvd 

Suite 8390 in the LaCenterra Center, will host a 
Disney-themed brunch August 5th from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Treat yourself to something sweet with 
Moana’s Bananas Foster French Toast and replace a 
mimosa with a Bibbidi Bobbidi Bellini.  Dressing as 
your favorite Disney character is encouraged!  More 
information: worldofbear.com/Disney-brunch/.

HANGAR HANG OUT
On the first and third Saturday of each month 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., the CAF Houston Wing 
opens its hangar and museum to the public to 
share the history of WWII aviation.  No admission 
fee.  The hangar is located at 18000 Groschke Rd. 
Hangar B-5 near the West Houston Airport.

BACK 2 SCHOOL BASH AT CENTRAL GREEN PARK
Willow Fork Drainage District’s Central Green 

Park kicks off a night of fun on August 5 from 6 
p.m. to 10 p.m.  The elementary/junior high band, 
Z Alpha, opens the event with a 30-minute set, 
followed by a talented high school band, RPM.  Col-
lege band Shock Machinery takes the stage from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m.  The event will have face painters, a 
balloon artist, games and more.  Central Green Park 
is located at  23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd in LaCenterra; 
for more information, go to centralgreenpark.com.

AUGUST 9
FULSHEAR KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

MONTHLY MEETING
Begin your day with networking at 7:30 a.m. 

on August 9 at the FKACC meeting at the Parkway 
Fellowship Church at 27043 FM 1093, Richmond.  
The keynote speaker will be Jack Warkenthien, 
CEO and Founder of NextStep Solutions, who will 
demonstrate that “Life’s a Sales Call!”  Breakfast will 
be provided by KTX Window Cleaning.  For more 
information, please go to fulshearkaty.com.

AUGUST 10
KATY AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOSTS  

“STATE OF THE SCHOOLS”
The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce presents 

its annual panel discussion on the “State of the 
Schools” at 11:30 a.m. at the Embassy Suites by Hil-
ton Houston West, 16435 Katy Freeway.  Featured 
speakers will be Dr. Ken Gregorski of Katy ISD, Rick 
Kershner of Royal ISD and Dr. Roosevelt Nivens 
of Lamar CISD.  Cost of the luncheon is $40.00 for 
chamber members and $50.00 for prospective 
members. For more information, call the chamber 
at 281-391-5289.

AUGUST 11
BROOKWOOD CASSEROLE KATY AREA PICK-UP

Pre-order and pick up delicious Brookwood 
casseroles on Friday, August 11th from 5 to 7  p.m. at 
Gateway Church, 25024 Katy Mills Drive, Katy. Each 

casserole is $35.00 and feeds four.  Casseroles may 
be ordered at https://brookwoodstore.org/prod-
ucts/brookwood-casserole-grand-parkway-pick-
up-aug-4?_pos=1&_psq=casser&_ss=e&_v=1.0.  Re-
ceive a 5% discount using code 5CASS if purchasing 
five or more casseroles or get a 10% discount with 
code 10CASS for the purchase of 10 or more casse-
roles.  Proceeds benefit the Brookwood community.

COUNTY BUMPIN TOUR WITH BUBBA SPARXXX, 
DUSTY LEIGH, BEZZ BELIEVE & JAMIE RAY

This 21 and up event will be held at the Wild-
catter Saloon, 26913 Katy Freeway,, Katy, at 8 p.m. 
on August 11th.  Doors open at 7 p.m,  General 
admission tickets are $25.00 and may be purchased 
at seetickets.us/event/The-Countryy-Bumpin-
Tour/558857

AUGUST 12
UKRAINIAN FUNDRAISER

The US Dance Company, 20621 Westheimer 
Parkway, will host a fundraiser on August 12th 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  The event, designed to raise 
money for medical supplies fpr Ukraine, will feature 
dances and Ukrainian entertainment.  Food, pas-
tries and fun activities for all children will also be 
available.  Suggested ticket price is $35.00.

AUGUST 19
KATY MARKET DAY

Come visit over 100 vendors and enjoy food 
trucks and activities for the kids at the monthly 
Katy Market Day in historic old town Katy, 5717 
Second Street.  Local shops will be open.  Summer 
hours have been changed to 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

PROJECT HALO BREWIING 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

This small and nimble brewery which curates 
artisan lagers and ales one small batch at a time, 
will celebrate their first year with special beer re-
leases, collaboration beers, delicious food and fun 
activities.  The event will be help from 12 p.m. to 
6 p.m. at 6520 FM 359 Suite 500 in Fulshear.  Dogs 
and fellow beer lovers are welcome.

AUGUST 23
REPRESENTATIVE MIKE 

SCHOFIELD TO SPEAK AT KBA
Join the Katy Business Asso-

ciation for lunch and network-
ing at the Club at Falcon Point, 
24503 Falcon Point Drive, 
Katy, August 23rd from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  State Rep. Mike 
Schofield, who represents the 
Katy area in the Texas House 
of Representatives, will be the 

keynote speaker.  For tickets, go to thekba.org.

WORLD SERIES COMEDY SHOW 
TO BE HELD AT HOME RUN DUGOUT

World-class talent comes to the hottest new 
venue in Katy --- Home Run Dugout at 1220 
Grand West Blvd.  The comedy line-up stars Rich 
Williams (as seen on “The Real”). Andy Huggins 
(from “America’s Got Talent”), Blame the Comic 
(from BET’s “Coming to the Stage”) and is hosted by 
Enrique Chacon (seen on the “Kill Tony” podcast).  
For tickets, go to http://www.outhousetickets.com/
Event/22036-The_World_Series_Comedy_Show

AUGUST 24
KACC AND KAEDC PRESENT  

THE “STATE OF THE COUNTIES”
Hear an update on developments in Harris, Fort 

Bend and Waller Counties at the annual “State of the 
Counties” panel discussion, with presentations from 
Vincent Morales, Fort Bend County Commissioner 
Precinct 1; Leslie Briones, Harris County Precinct 4 
Commissioner and Trey Duhon, Waller County judge.  
The program, which is co-sponsored by the Katy 
Area Chamber of Commerce and the Katy Area EDC, 
will be held August 24th from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Embassy Suites by Hilton West Houston, 16435 
Katy Freeway, Houston.  Tickets are $50.00.  For more 
information, please call the chamber at 28-391-5289.

AUGUST 26-27
KATY COMMUNITY EXPO

Experience an event that combines the joy of 
shopping with the ultimate "give and receive" col-
laboration between a town and its residents. Enjoy 
an interactive, festive and fun "walk in the park" 
while you discover the best businesses in Katy.  The 
event is open Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 
11 a.m.to 4 p.m. at the Merrell Center, 6301 S Stadi-
um Ln, Katy.  Free admission and free parking. 

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

MEET
JADE!

She is a 7-month old 
spayed female heeler 
mix. Like her namesake 
– she’s PRECIOUS – and 
adorable – she never 
stops wiggling!

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.
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Katy ISD Superintendent Ken Gregorski, Royal ISD Superintendent Rick Kershner and Lamar Consolidated ISD Superintendent 
Roosevelt Nivens pose for a photo at the 2022 State of the Schools luncheon hosted by the Katy Chamber of Commerce. This 
year's event will be held Aug. 10.

MIKE 
SCHOFIELD



the TEA Director of Agriculture Education, 
J. A. Marshall, who recruited Mr. Robinson 
to come to Katy to save a flailing program.  
The scholarship is one of the oldest and 
most prestigious scholarships serving Katy 
ISD.  To support students and the scholar-
ship program, mail contributions to L. D. 
Robinson Scholarship Fund, Inc., P. O. Box 
102, Katy, TX 77492 or go to website: www.
ldrskaty.org

Recipients currently on scholarship in 
college ’22-23:  Jake D’Agostino, TAMU; 
Jennifer Lindgren, TAMU; Malory Peoples, 
TAMU; Cassandra Espinoza, SHSU; Caro-
line Jureka, TAMU; Skyler Weathers, TAMU; 
Camryn Wilder, TAMU; Hailey Tucker, 
TAMU; Kailey Kulhanek, Blinn; Kristen 
Justilian, TAMU; Kacki Kyrish, Blinn; and 
Lauren Sapp, TAMU.

The L. D. Robinson Scholarship honors 
the 80-year Legacy of Mr. Robinson who was 
founder of the Katy FFA Livestock Show and 
Rodeo in 1943 and first known FFA Chapter 
Agriculture Science Farm dedicated in 1947 
that was totally self-supporting and operated 

by the students.  Mr. Robinson’s FFA, Agri-
culture Education Program was recognized 
state and nationwide by the FFA Association 
as the “Model Program for other schools to 
follow” and “the school you had to beat in 
order to win.” 
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Advancial.org/limited-time-savings

Get the best 14-month 
certificate rate of 

from the  
Best Credit Union in Katy!

1 A minimum $10,000 required to open special 14-Month certificates. Early withdrawal penalties apply 
and may reduce earnings. Advancial reserves the right to limit deposits into this special Certificate. 
This limited-time offer is subject to change at any time without notice. Special 14-month Certificate 
renews automatically to a standard 12-month term at the rate in effect at the time of renewal unless 

instructed otherwise. APY = Annual Percentage Yield.

APY 1
Pinchy’s 
Tex Mex

1230 N Mason Rd. 
STE 100

Katy, TX 77449

832•321•5745

pinchystexmex.com

Best margaritas in town!
Fresh Tex-Mex

Nightly Specials
Live Music
Catering 

Private Parties

Lentz Engineering, LLC is a civil
engineering and consulting firm

founded in 1988.

We offer the following services:
• Single-family and multi-family residential 

developments
• Commercial and Industrial site developments
• Churches and schools site development
• Municipal Utility Districts
• Construction Administration and Inspection 

services
• Platting, planning, feasibility studies, and 

SWPPP

7322 Southwest Freeway, Suite 1850, Houston, TX 77074 
(713) 839-8900 | lentzengineering.com

HELPING THE GREATER KATY
AREA GROW – CAREFULLY 

AND RESPONSIBLY

PHOTOS BY DIANA ELDER

Pictured (left to right) are Jay and Diana Elder, LDRS Advisors; 
scholarship recipients: Haleigh Triolo (Texas Tech),Jaime Hahn 
(TAMU), and Delaney Keller (TAMU); LDRS Directors: Suzy 
Copeland, Justin Beckendorff.

from page A1
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ous month,” said Victor Perez, President 
of the Katy ISD Board of Trustees. “Thanks 
to the diligent effort of the administration 
to reduce expenditures and the open dia-
logue we received from Chris Smith, Chief 
Financial Officer, we are comfortable in 
approving this raise for our deserving 
employees,” added Perez. 

During the public comment period, 
Mark Grisdale, principal of Tompkins 
High School, spoke passionately as a rep-
resentative of his fellow administrators.  
He implored the board to extend the 3% 
raise to all KISD staff, not just to teachers, 
stating that to do otherwise would send a 
clear message to non-teachers that “you 
are not important.”  The board, at its June 
26th meeting, had originally considered 
only a 1% raise for administrators and 
support staff.

Approval of this compensation 
increase sets the starting teacher pay 
at $62,400 which is among the highest 
starting teacher salaries in the greater 
Houston area.  

Other public comments addressed the 
upcoming bond package and recom-
mendations from the Community Bond 

Advisory Committee, the Board’s June 
decision to warehouse new books rather 
than sending them on to campuses and 
the disciplinary code.

Board President Perez noted that the 
board has an oversight responsibility over 
the bond package  process, the responsi-
bility to ask questions and a responsibility 
to the community.  “This board is not a 
rubber stamp – I just want to make that 
clear.”  

There was extensive discussion about 
the district’s proposed Chromebook 
“1 to 1” program and the associated 
costs.  Board member Mary Ellen Cuzela 
questioned the need for elementary 
school students to have their own 
individual computers, noting each school 
has a computer lab where students can 
have access to technology.  Trustee Dawn 
Champagne responded that the computer 
lab is great but it does not offer enough 
time for the student to learn to use 
computers.  

The board will vote on the community 
bond advisory committee bond package 
recommendation at the next regular 
board meeting, which is July 31.

from page A1
KISD

Henry.  “Attendees can 
look forward to exclusive 
deals, freebies, samples, and 
coupons from our various 
local businesses. Best of all, 
customers can meet city 
officials for a meet and greet 
in our park, truly putting the 
UNITY in Community!”

The event will be held at 
the Merrell Center, located 
at 6301 S. Stadium Lane. The 
expo will be open from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
allowing plenty of time for 
visitors to stroll through the 
park-like setting, filling their 
complimentary totes with 
goodies while sampling the 
market fare.

Children and adults alike 
will enjoy the Lego Show 
and Construction zone 
called Brick Fusion Fest, 
located on the upper level, 
where kids and adults can 
shop and play. Also featured 
the Lego Collectors show, 
where children can dive into 

a world of creativity and fun 
at the Lego station.

Attendees are encour-
aged to bring donations 
for local charities.  “In the 
spirit of community support, 
we're introducing the Do-
nation Station,” Henry said. 
“We encourage attendees to 
clean out their closets and 
pantries and bring along 
clothing, dry goods, and 
more. Our train cars will 
be collecting these items to 

benefit local charities.”
Admission to the Com-

munity Expo Event is free 
with an RSVP on the ticket 
page of the event’s website 
at homefortheholidaysgift-
market.com.  Parking is also 
free at the Merrell Center. 
For more information about 
the event, please visit the 
website at homeforthe-
holidaysgiftmarket.com or 
contact Stacie Henry at 281-
788-4297.

from page A1
EXPO

About Home for the Holidays 
 Gift Market

Home for the Holidays Gift Market is a leading event 
organizer based in Katy, committed to creating events that 
foster community engagement, support local businesses, 
and provide unique shopping experiences. Their events are 
renowned for their high-quality exhibitors, diverse product 
offerings, and enjoyable atmosphere. The Christmas Market in 
November has  become a tradition for over 10,000 shoppers 
each year and the 16th annual Christmas Gift Market will be 
held on November 17-19th at the Merrell Center.

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Katy ISD's Board of Trustees met Monday, July 24.
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The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Call today! (833) 721-3940

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

$49
Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001. 
Offer expires 8/30/2023. 
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

SAVE
UP TO $2000

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

The Katy Police Department 
received a donation of $1254.70 on 
Friday, July 21, thanks to Luke, the 
dog.

Luke is the mascot of NextHome 
Realty. His birthday is June 15 and 
every year, NextHome celebrates 
the day by encouraging communi-
ty outreach. Katy’s NextHome Top 
Realty, together with the Lions Club 
and Palace Markets, adopted the Katy 
Police Department K9 department 
for “Luke Day” 2023. A craft show was 
held on June 10th at Southland Bar & 

Grill to raise this year’s funds.
“Next year’s event will be on June 

8th and will be BIGGER and better,” 
said Angela Shaver, NextHome Top 
Realty agent. “We're going to turn 
‘Luke Day’ into ‘Luke Weekend’!”

The KPD canine unit consists of 
two dogs (Kiko and Hero) and their 
partners, Officers Steve Kelleher and 
Robert McQurter.  A department 
spokesperson said that the officers had 
recently requested wi-fi temperature 
monitors for their vehicles, which can 
operate off their phones. 

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Pictured are (left to right) Officer Steve Kelleher, NextHome Top Realty broker Fran Summey, Officer Robert McQurter, NextHome Top Realty agent Angela Shaver, Jim 
Turpin and Kiko.

NEXTHOME REALTY

Luke the dog

Katy PD accepts donation 
on behalf of 'Luke Day'

Fort Bend County 
Fair expands free 
admission days
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Free family fun is expanding at the Fort Bend County 
Fair. The Fair will offer two free gate admission opportu-
nities for children 11 years old and under. Opening day, 
Friday, September 29, and the last day, Sunday, October 
8, will be free gate admission for children up to 11 years 
old who are accompanied by a paid adult 18 years old or 
older until 3 p.m.. The new free day policy will give fami-
lies on a budget another opportunity to enjoy everything 
the Fair offers. Fort Bend County school-age students' 
long-standing tradition of free gate admission on open-
ing day until 6 p.m. will be adjusted to accommodate 
only children 11 years old and younger. "As a board, we 
wanted to offer families additional opportunities to enjoy 
our fair, especially to include a weekend day. This also 
helps to take a step in maintaining the best safety and se-
curity for our fairgoers of all ages," said Fort Bend County 
Fair Association President Jennifer Williams.

The fair provides many kid activities throughout 
its 10-day run. Student Fun Day, Stick Horse Rodeo, 
Children's Tractor Pull, and Diaper Derby are just a few 
things families can participate in and enjoy. During fair 
days, Carnival rides, livestock shows, live music, and 
rodeo action will occur.

The fair will run from September 29 to October 8 at 
the Fort Bend County Fairgrounds. For more information 
on the Fair's schedule, BBQ weekend, or tickets, visit 
fortbendcountyfair.com.

Maud Marks Library to hold  
book sale July 29th

The Friends of Maud Marks Library (FOMML) 
will be holding the seventh used book sale of 2023 at 
the library, 1815 Westgreen Boulevard, Katy, Texas 
77450 on Saturday, July 29, 2023, from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Presale viewing and sales (cash or check 
only) will be available to members of FOMML on 
Friday, July 28, from 4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. Annual 
memberships can be purchased at the door for $10.

All funds earned from the sale are used to 
support library programs that are offered to the 
community such as the Summer Reading Program.

Books (adult or children’s, fiction, nonfiction, 
reference, foreign language, etc.) are now being 
accepted for donation to the sale. Please deposit 
them, during library hours, in the bins inside the 
entrance.

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch welcomes two new 
tenants coming in Q1 2024

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, an outdoor lifestyle 
shopping center,  announced July 20th that it is wel-
coming two new tenants to its lineup of restaurants 
and food tenants — Kilwins, set to open fall 2023, 
and Nando’s, set to open early 2024. These tenants 
join the existing dynamic mix of retailers, restau-
rants and service tenants at the center including 
Kendra Scott, Sephora, Lovesac, Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema and more.

“We are thrilled to be welcoming two incredible 
new tenants to LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, expand-
ing our restaurant and food offerings for the Katy 
community,” said Norma Garza, General Manager 
at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. “We look forward to 
celebrating Kilwins and Nando’s openings and know 
that they will soon be crowd favorites.”

Kilwins is a beloved sweets shop offering candy, 
fudge and ice cream and will open in a 1,014-square-
foot space next to Starbucks. Beyond its delicious 
tastes, Kilwins offers a unique experience with an 
open kitchen for the guests to watch the creation of 
hand-crafted desserts.

Helping people find their spicy place one piece of 
chicken at a time, Nando’s is the home of the legend-
ary South African flame-grilled PERi-PERi chicken 
and sauces. Nando’s will open in a 2,754-square-foot 
space next to Jamba Juice.

Additionally, Teal Poppy has re-opened in a new 
2,572-square-foot location next to Athleta. A locally- 
and women-owned and operated boutique, Teal 
Poppy offers a unique selection of women’s clothing, 
handmade jewelry, bags and more that are hand-
selected and curated by the Teal Poppy team.

For more information, please visit https://www.
lacenterra.com/.  

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Area nonprofit organiza-
tions are asking for specific 
donations to assist clients 
during the summer months.  

According to their 
Facebook page, Clothed by 
Faith, a 501c charity which 
provides gently used cloth-
ing to anyone in need, their 
donation bins are almost 
empty.  The Facebook post 
continues that the charity  is 
in desperate need women’s 
medium and large short 
sleeve shirts, and mens 
shorts in small, medium 
and large sizes. Donations 
may be dropped off at 802 
Dominion Drive, Suite 100, 
Katy.  Clothed by Faith also 
has a location in Deer Park.  
Financial donations may be 
made by going to the web-

site https://www.clothedby-
faith.org/give-financially.

Hope Impacts, a ministry 
which helps the homeless, 
is requesting new and used 
backpacks.  Hope Impacts 
located at 802 Dominion Ste 
900, Katy.  Donations may 
be dropped off Monday- 
Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The 
group is also looking for 
volunteers to help at their 
office with their cooling cen-
ter, and ongoing volunteers 
to help with administrative 
work, reception area, and 
to build relationships with 
their clients -- including 
bringing meals for Tuesday, 
Thursday or Friday while 
the cooling center is open. 
For more information, go to 
www.hopeimpacts.org.

Local nonprofit groups 
seek donations, volunteers

The Katy Area Running 
Club is hosting its annual 
Back to School 5K on Sept. 
5 at the Villagio Town 
Center, 22764 Westheimer 

Parkway, Katy. 
 In addition to the 5K, 

there will be a 1K race 
for younger kids. The 
event benefits Ainsley’s 
Angels, an organization 
that promotes inclusion of 
individuals with all levels 
of abilities and which has 
provided wheelchairs to 
facilitate inclusion of these 
individuals in racing.  

For more information, 
please go to the KARC 
website at katyarearun-
ningclub.com/katy-back-
to-school-5k.

Running Club to host 5K 
race Labor Day weekend

HCC and TAMU to host 
plant field day on July 28th

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office is collabo-
rating with the Katy campus of Houston Community Col-
lege to host a “Texas Superstar Container Trial” field day 
on July 28.  The event, which looks at color annuals and 
how they perform in pots in the Houston heat through 
the summer, will be from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the HCC-
Katy Campus at  22910 Colonial Parkway in Katy.  For 
more information, contact Paul Winski at paul.winski@
ag.tamu.edu.  The event is free to the public; register at 
https://fieldday2023.eventbrite.com.
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IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Pastors Jason Smith and Daniel Hernandez
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org

Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

PASTORS: JASON SMITH (ENGLISH) • DANIEL HERNANDEZ (SPANISH)

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • GATEWAYHOME.COM

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
WE HAVE MOVED!

BE OUR GUEST IN PERSON OR ONLINE @ 10AM
21728 HIGHLAND KNOLLS DR • INSIDE OF PALACIO MARIA

 (281) 398-4030

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR

281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
 281-855-9300  •  katygaragedoordoctor.com

KEVIN DRURY

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kdrury@enerconnex.com  
Local, Live and Professional

Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

COMMUNITY & FAITH

RUNE SVEN PEARSON (PERSSON)
Rune Sven Pearson (Persson), 84 years 

old, passed away Thursday, June 29, 2023, 
in Katy, Texas. Rune was born in Sweden. 
His family immigrated to the United States 
when he was nine years old. His parents, 
Otto Bertil and Goldie Pearson and his 
older brother Arne B. Pearson, predeceased 
him.

Rune spent his early years in Los Ange-
les, California. He graduated in 1962 from 
the University of Southern California (USC) 
with a BS in Business and completed his ed-
ucation in 1964 with an MBA from the Uni-
versity of California Los Angeles (UCLA).

Rune was a successful inventor, “prob-
lem solver,” and designer of electro-me-
chanical products. He held several patents. 
His designs ranged from products used 
in the early electronics industry to a coin 
mechanism used by the Houston Chronicle 
in their racks in Houston and statewide. He 
made his home and business in Katy for 30+ 
years.

Rune leaves his wife of 50 years Eliza-
beth Gay, and 3 stepchildren Edw. S. Butler 
IV and Matthew Thomson Butler of Redon-
do Beach, California, and Nola Elizabeth 
Butler of S. Pasadena, California. Also three 
grandchildren: Matt’s two children Samuel 
and Eva Butler of Portland, Oregon, as well 
as Nola’s son Matas Kulikauskas of Hous-
ton, Texas. He leaves a sister, Anita Pearson 
Horne (Arthur) of Hemet, California, and 
her two sons Lars and Christer Lemminge 
and their families. He also leaves a sister-in-
law, Inger Pearson, and her two children, 
Roy Pearson of Los Angeles, and Christina 
Pearson (Mike) of New Hampshire and 
their families.

A memorial service will be held in 
Torrance, California.

TRIBUTE

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

The office of Congressman Wesley Hunt, 
who represents the 38th Congressional 
district of Texas, is now offering opportuni-
ties for veterans and members of Gold Star 
families. The Green and Gold Congressional 
Aide Program is a two-year paid fellowship 
for veterans that would have the opportuni-
ty to work in Hunt’s Houston office. Hunt’s 
district includes a portion of the east side of 
the greater Katy area.

Candidates must be a veteran and meet 
all of the following requirements:

1. Honorably discharged;
2. Released from active duty within the 

last six years;
3. Pay grades at or below E-5/O-3/W-2;
4. Veterans promoted to the pay grades 

of E-6/O-4/W-3 WITHIN 6-MONTHS OF 
SEPARATION from active duty are eligible, 
granted they meet ALL other eligibility 
requirements.  

5. Veterans who are in receipt of a 
20-year or Temporary Early Retirement 
(TERA) retirement are not eligible for the 
program. No waivers will be granted.

Qualifications include the following:  
Detail oriented; excellent organization 
skills; excellent communication skills; 
strong computer skills; ability to complete 
projects within timelines and under mini-
mal supervision. Ability to work well under 
pressure and maintain a professional and 
courteous work disposition; ability to exer-
cise discretion and independent judgment 

in handling sensitive information; ability 
to manage multiple tasks simultaneously. 
High School Diploma required. Some col-
lege level classes preferred but not required.

Required Documents include a resume 
and the candidate’s most recent DD 214 

(Member 4 copy).
To apply, go to https://hunt.house.gov/

services/green-gold-program.  For more 
information, please contact Lisa Gilmore, 
District Director, at Lisa.Gilmore@mail.
house.gov or (832) 357-0555.

Congressman Hunt’s office offering 
fellowship program to local veterans

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Congressman Wesley Hunt, who is sponsoring a fellowship program to benefit veterans, met informally with about 50 
constituents on June 16 at a "meet and greet" hosted by Fuzzy's Pizza, Mason at Kingsland. Hunt represents Texas's 38th 
Congressional district which encompasses a portion of the east side of the greater Katy area between Highway 6 and 
Westgreen, south of I-10.
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Pictured Back Row L-R: 
Sommer Lopez (MRHS), 
Swati Misra (SLHS), Chidera 
Kalu--Uka (THS), Mia 
Moderski (CRHS), Sydnee 
Strohm (CRHS), and Kirsten 
Cox (MCHS). Front Row 
L-R: Celeste Larios Pineda 
(MRHS), Chase Truex (JHS), 
Payton Polnac (THS), Clarke 
Skoby (KHS), Cynetha 
Looper (THS). Not pictured: 
Madailein Fitch (THS), 
Connor Warfield (JHS), 
Mary Behringer (SLHS), 
Sarah Behringer (SLHS), 
David Safwat (MCHS), 
Carine Harb (KHS), Joshua 
Palacios (THS), Josephine 
Griffith (OTHS), Jaime Hahn 
(KHS), Megan Anton (JHS), 
Marcel Davis (SLHS).

KATY ROTARY CLUB

BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Katy Rotary Club 
held its annual scholarship 
awards banquet Thursday, 
July 20th, at the community 
room in Legacy Stadium, 
handing out $125,000.00 in 
funds to local high school 
graduates.  Twenty-two stu-
dents received scholarships 
in amounts ranging up to 
$10,000.00.

Jeffrey Thompson, Katy 
Rotary Club Fund Board 
president, said the club had 
given out 176 scholarships 
since 2013 for a grand total 
of $520,500.  The total of 
$125,000 for 2023 is an in-
crease over the 2022 total of 
$106,500 and the 2021 total 
of $63,000. The scholarships 

are funded through the 
events put on by the Katy 
Rotary Club, including the 
annual Katy Triathlon, the 
Wild West Brewfest and the 
Rice Festival.  

Special scholarships 
were awarded as follows:

• The Todd Levin Memo-
rial Scholarship, awarded 
to a local band student, was 
given to Clarke Skoby.

• The two highest schol-
arship awards -- $10,000.00 
each – were presented to 
Chase Truex and Sommer 
Lopez.

The decision process 
for the awarding of 
the scholarships is a 
rigorous one, according to 
Thompson. Scholarship 
recipients must meet certain 
academic criteria:

• Minimum GPA of 3.5
• GPA exception for 

students meeting ACT/SAT 
minimum

Scholarship candidates 
must also demonstrate an 
understanding of commit-
ment to “service above self:”

• Essay on what “service 
above self” means to them

• Interview process
Recipients must also 

demonstrate financial need:
• Essay on why they need 

the scholarship and their 
goals for their continuing 
education

• Interview process
For more information 

on the Katy Rotary Club’s 
scholarship program, go to 
katyrotary.com/page/2023-
rotary-club-of-katy-
scholarship.

Katy Rotary Club awards scholarships to 22 area students
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Katy-West Houston

Leading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING

Same-day appointments for injuries.

Schedule an appointment:

houstonmethodist.org/sportsmed

832.522.8280

Our sports medicine specialists can help keep your 
body in motion.
At Houston Methodist Orthopedics & Sports Medicine at West Hospital, we know every 
movement matters. Our board-certifi ed sports medicine specialists offer:  

• The latest imaging and technology 
• Advanced nonsurgical treatments 
• Minimally invasive procedures 
• State-of-the-art physical and occupational therapy  

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or dealing with a complex injury, we can 
get you back on your feet — and keep you moving.

20+ convenient locations across 
Greater Houston

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & 
Sports Medicine

Houston Methodist Orthopedic 
Injury Clinic — offering same-day care
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Estate Sale! Tameron Katy 

Furniture mostly:  King Bedroom - mattresses/
side tables; Lamps; Dressers; Queen Bed 
- mattresses; Solid Wood Dining Room 8 
chairs; Kitchenette Solid Wood 5’ Table;
Buffet/Wine Cabinet; Desk/Chair; Entryway
Marble table; Entryway Wood cabinet;
Assorted pictures, housewares, carpets and 
more!

Saturday July, 29 8am-4pm
Call 281-813-3372 for Entryway code.

3803 Keatings Lagoon Ct.

NOTICE
The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The City 
Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Each Conduct 
Public Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas.

CITY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

6:30 p.m., Tuesday, August 8, 2023

CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 p.m., Monday, August 28, 2023

The City Planning And Zoning Commission And The 
City Council Of The City Of Katy, Texas, Will Conduct 
Hearings At Their Regular Meetings To Be Held At 
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas. The Hearings Are
Being Conducted To Receive Comments From The
Public On A Proposed Ordinance Of The City Council 
Of The City Of Katy, Texas Amending The City of Katy 
Zoning Ordinance No. 621; By Amending Section 21 
Sign Regulations.

NOTICE
The Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of The City of Katy,
Texas, Will Conduct A Public Hearing On Wednesday,
August 9, 2023, 2023, at 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers
at Katy City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On Docket
No. 2023-05, The Application Of Kristin N. Schmidt,
Present Owner, Under Section 22.5 Of The Zoning
Ordinance.  Address Of The Lot To Be Affected: 5930
Franz CT, In The “C-1” Commercial District.  Property
Description: Tracts 5D, 5F-2 & 5G, Abstract 1711,
H&TCRR CO, Section 43, Block 2, Harris County, Texas.

It Is A Request For A Variance To The Requirement That
A Principal Dwelling And Accessory Dwelling Unit Have 
All Utilities Under Single Metering As Required Under 
Chapter 6.1-9 Of The Zoning Ordinance.

 David Minze, Chairman
 Zoning Board of Adjustment

NOTICE
The Zoning Board Of Adjustment Of The City of Katy,
Texas, Will Conduct A  Public Hearing On Wednesday,
August 9, 2023, at 1:00 P.M. In Council Chambers at Katy
City Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, On Docket No.
2023-05, The Application Of AANN Interests, LLC.,
Present Owner, Under Section 22.5 Of The Zoning
Ordinance.  Address Of The Lot To Be Affected: 705 
Thomas Avenue, In The “C-2”  General Business District.  
Property Description: Lots 1, 2 & the South 10 feet of Lot 
3, in Block E of Katy Townsite, Fort Bend County, Texas.

It Is A Request For A Variance To The Required Rear Yard 
Setback Of Fifteen (15) Feet As Required Under Chapter 
10.2-4 of the Zoning Ordinance.

 David Minze, Chairman
 Zoning Board of Adjustment

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
July 23-29, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retire-
ment. Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South 
Texas. 30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Need help with your retirement plan? If you have 
questions about your pension, 401(k) or profit sharing 
plan, call the South Central Pension Rights Project at 
800-443-2528 to get free legal advice. Funded by the 
U.S. Administration on Aging, SCPRP staff provides 
free legal assistance to anyone with a question about 
their retirement plan. Call us today 800-443-2528.

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

 WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

1. REACH: Weekly & hyper-local single source advertising 
vehicle reaches more of your potential customers within your 
“Circle-of-Influence”.

2. QUALITY: Your very best prospects are newspaper 
readers. They have higher levels of education, higher 
household incomes and higher value of their primary 
residence.

3. TARGETED: Focused hyper-local editorial content 
ensures loyal readership.

4. IMMEDIATE: One of the fastest forms of advertising. 
Short deadlines allow advertising messages to be created and 
delivered in a matter of days.

5. FLEXIBILTY: Advertising that fits the size of the 
business and the size of the event, with short deadlines.

6. CREDIBILTY & TRUST: Consumers trust 
newspapers and frequently seen ads create a level of implied 
trust. You purchase the trust the Newspaper has spent many 
years building.

7. SELECTIVE NOT INTRUSIVE: Today’s 
shoppers are far less likely to accept advertising that is 
spooned out to them. Newspapers are the medium used most 
for shopping during an average week. (59% of Shoppers)

8. ENVIRONMENT: Readers trust the newspaper to 
regularly deliver relevant news and information. People still 
love to read their names of names of people they know, or 
see their pictures in the local newspaper.

9. RELIED UPON: Newspaper advertising is a valuable 
commodity to consumers. Newspapers outdistanced other 
media in terms of: shopping plans, comparing prices.

10. RESULTS: Consistent newspaper campaigns have 
been very effective in building Brand recognition, delivering 
Merchandising messages and motivating customers with 
attractive “Call-to-Action” limited opportunities.

REALLY
GOOD REASONS TO INVEST INGOOD REASONS TO INVEST IN
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

www.katytimes.com • 281-391-3141
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Your Productivity is Your Business.  Your Convenience is Ours.

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

ApexExecutiveSuites.com  •  281-363-1336

 Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494
 Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479
 Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307 ApexExecutiveSuites

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for 
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their 
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle.

With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers 
top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote 
and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:
• Staffed Reception Area
• Copy / Scan / Fax Access
• High Speed Internet
• Community Lounge & Kitchen Area

• Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
   Drinks
• Conference Rooms & Day Office
   Rental

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Football is nearly here and Katy ISD has a tre-
mendous schedule of games throughout the season, 
stacked with talent both in the district and in 
non-district matchups. 

From week one to week 10 there will be excit-
ing matchups all around the district as all nine 
teams in District 19-6A battle it out to make 
the playoffs and go on runs and we will get an 
early look at how the teams will stack up with 
some great games happening in the first two 
weeks of the year.

Katy and Tompkins will be looking to stay on top 

 AN EARLY LOOK

2023 Katy ISD 
Football Schedule

PHOTO BY RAMS REYNA | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Aug. 24
•  Morton Ranch vs. Eisenhower, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Seven Lakes vs. Memorial, 7:15, Legacy Stadium

Aug. 25
•  Cinco Ranch vs. College Park, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Paetow at Conroe, 7 p.m., Moorhead Stadium
•  Taylor at Cy-Woods, 7 p.m., Berry Center
•  Jordan at Aldine Davis, 7 p.m., Leonard George Stadium
•  Mayde Creek vs. Westside, 7:15 p.m. Legacy Stadium

Aug. 26
•  Katy vs. Clear Springs, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Tompkins vs. Cy-Ranch, 7 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Aug. 31
•  Seven Lakes at Klein, 7 p.m., Klein Memorial Stadium
•  Morton Ranch at Kingwood Park, 7 p.m., Turner Stadium
•  Taylor vs. George Ranch, 7 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Klein Oak, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 1
•  Jordan vs. Kingwood, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Paetow vs. Cy-Ranch, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium
•  Katy at Atascocita, 7 p.m., Turner Stadium

Sept. 2
•  Tompkins at Bridgeland, 6 p.m., Berry Center
•  Mayde Creek vs. Waller, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium

Sept. 8
•  Katy vs. Tompkins, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Taylor, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 9
•  Jordan vs. Mayde Creek, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Paetow vs. Morton Ranch, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 15
•  Taylor vs. Seven Lakes, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium 
•  Tompkins vs. Cinco Ranch, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 16
•  Morton Ranch vs. Katy, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Mayde Creek vs. Paetow, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 21
•  Seven Lakes vs. Tompkins, 7:15 p.m.,  
   Legacy Stadium

Sept. 22
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Morton Ranch, 6:30 p.m.,  
    Rhodes Stadium
•  Mayde Creek vs. Katy, 7:15, Legacy Stadium

Sept. 23
•  Paetow vs. Jordan, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 28
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Mayde Creek, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Tompkins vs. Taylor, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Sept. 29
•  Seven Lakes vs. Morton Ranch, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Jordan vs. Katy, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 5
•  Katy vs. Paetow, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Morton Ranch vs. Taylor, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 6
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Jordan, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Seven Lakes vs. Mayde Creek, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 12
•  Paetow vs. Cinco Ranch, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Jordan vs. Seven Lakes, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 13
•  Mayde Creek vs. Taylor, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Morton Ranch vs. Tompkins, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 19
•  Taylor vs. Jordan, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Katy, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 20
•  Tompkins vs. Mayde Creek, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Seven Lakes vs. Paetow, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 26
•  Jordan vs. Tompkins, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Mayde Creek vs. Morton Ranch, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Oct. 27
•  Paetow vs. Taylor, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Katy vs. Seven Lakes, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Nov. 2
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Morton Ranch vs. Jordan, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

Nov. 3
•  Tompkins vs. Paetow, 6:30 p.m., Rhodes Stadium
•  Taylor vs. Katy, 7:15 p.m., Legacy Stadium

WEEK 1

WEEK 2

WEEK 3

WEEK 4

WEEK 5

WEEK 6

WEEK 7

WEEK 8

WEEK 9

WEEK 10

WEEK 11

Top gymnasts 
compete in Katy 
for national 
qualification
BY TRI CHIEM
SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The 2023 American Classic and Hopes 
Classic were held earlier this month at Stars 
Gymnastics in Katy, Texas.  This competition 
officially marked the beginning of the elite 
gymnastics season and served as one of two 
remaining competition qualifications to the 
2023 U.S. Championships, which will take 
place at the SAP Center in San Jose, Califor-
nia on August 24-27, 2023. Nineteen senior 
gymnasts competed.

Cinco Ranch 
duo named to 
baseball Super 
Elite Team
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Two Cinco Ranch players were named to the 
2023 Class 6A Baseball Super Elite Team, as Brock 
DeYoung and Gavin Rutherford were both select-
ed among the top players in the state after terrific 
seasons. 

The two helped the Cougars to a 33-7 record on 

See GYMNASTICS, page A10

KATY ISD 2023 DISTRICT SCHEDULE

See FOOTBALL, page A9

See ELITE, page A10
TYLER TYRE

Gavin Rutherford pitches during a Regional Quarterfinal game between Cinco Ranch and Ridge Point.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Above: Katy tight end Luke Carter (84) carries the ball after a catch for a first down during the Class 6A-DII state 
semifinal football game between Katy and Vandegrift on Dec. 10, 2022 in San Antonio. Below: Katy’s Chase 
Johnsey catches a pass during a game between Katy and Tompkins at Legacy Stadium. 
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Private, Custom Jeweler
By Appointment

15 Years
Experience

We Buy
Gold, Jewelry, Fine Watches, Estates

Downtown
Fulshear By Appt. Call or Text

Greg 713-560-8496
Ideal Diamond Buyers • 8045 FM 359 Rd S. • Fulshear

“Better Value”

Private
Jeweler

We Buy
Old Gold

Coins &
Bullion

EngagementCustom
Jewelry

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE
THIS SPACE JUST 

$20.00 per week!
For more information, contact Debbie Prejean

281-391-3141
debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HEREAUTOMOBILES

CARS ARE CHEAPER OUT WEST!CARS ARE CHEAPER OUT WEST!

4062 NE I 10 Frontage Rd, Sealy, TX • 979-987-7900

of the district and have tough non-district 
schedules to get them ready. 

Katy will have a very interesting non-dis-
trict schedule where they play one of the top 
teams in the state.

The Tigers start the year against Clear 
Springs for the fourth straight season. The 
Chargers went 8-4 last year, losing just one 
district game and making it to the second 
round of the playoffs. Katy won their season 
opener last year 49-16, going on to win 14 
straight games to start the season. 

The Tigers then will play one of their 
toughest opponents all year in the second 
week of the season when they face off against 
Atascocita. The Eagles went 11-3 last year and 
made it to the fourth round of the playoffs.

The two team’s matchup was an exhil-
arating game last season. The game went 
back and forth, with Atascocita tying the 
game with 2:45 left, but Katy came out on 
top 35-28.

Tompkins will play Cy-Ranch week one. 
Cy-Ranch comes off a 7-4 year where the 
Mustangs finished third in district and it will 
be a good opener for Tompkins. The Falcons 
played Cy-Ranch in the teams openers last 
season, with Tompkins coming out 31-23 
winners. 

Tompkins will follow that up with anoth-
er tough matchup against Bridgeland, who 
tied for first place in District 16-6A last year. 
Tompkins played the Bears last year as well, 
coming out on top 38-14.

Other big matchups during non-district 

include a newly revamped Cinco Ranch 
squad playing College Park and Klein Oak 
and Paetow going up against Cy-Ranch in 
the second week of the season. 

The first week of district will bring some 
great games as well, the biggest of which is 
Katy playing Tompkins in what is always one 
of the biggest games of the district season. 
Katy has won the game each of the past two 
years after Tompkins had a historic win over 
Katy in 2020.

Other early big district matchups include 
Tompkins playing Cinco Ranch in week four 
and Cinco Ranch playing Morton Ranch 
in week five. The Morton Ranch-Cinco 
Ranch game is a rematch of one of the most 
high-powered offensive games in Katy ISD 
history, where Morton Ranch outlasted 
Cinco Ranch 77-63 and Paetow will also play 
Jordan in the same week for an important 
matchup.

Cinco Ranch will take on Paetow in week 
eight in a matchup that may have playoff 
implications, while in week nine Taylor and 
Jordan will face off in what again might be 
an important game.

In week 10 Jordan and Tompkins will 
play each other for a game that could decide 
playoff positioning or a spot in the playoffs 
and in week 11, the Cinco Ranch and Seven 
Lakes matchup could also end up being an 
important one.

Overall it looks to be an exciting season 
ahead, filled with great games and a playoff 
race that could come down to the wire.

from page A8
FOOTBALL

PHOTOS BY DOMENIC GREY | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Above: Tompkins' Wyatt Young runs during Friday's game between Tompkins and Paetow at Rhodes Stadium. Below: Jordan's Colin Willetts looks to pass during Friday's game between Tompkins and Jordan at Rhodes Stadium.
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We’re new in Town, but NOT new to Making Loans.

1 All loan terms and applicable APRs depend on meeting our underwriting and income criteria for the loan size requested and may require collateral. Active duty military, their spouse or dependents covered by the Military Lending Act (“MLA”) may not pledge a vehicle 
as collateral. Loan proceeds obtained from 1st Franklin Financial cannot be used for post-secondary educational or vocational expenses; to purchase securities; for business purposes; gambling or illegal purposes. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLS #141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656. 1st Franklin Financial Corporation is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission, CFI-215. 2 To receive same day approval and funding, the customer must provide all information requested to complete an application, including verifying 
documentation, by noon 3 Based on 13,356 reviews on Trustpilot, 1st Franklin Financial is a top rated financial institution as of 6/13/2023.  Learn more at www.trustpilot.com/review/1ffc.com.

Offering Personal Loans
from $600-$15,000 1

Fixed Rates
Flexible Terms

Same-Day Approval

NOW OPEN

2

Come meet the Friendly Franklin Folks
3616 Fry Road, Katy, TX 77449

1FFC.com
TrustScore 4.8  | 13,356 reviews

Top Rated Financial Institution 3

281-972-8553 
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TEMPLE

TEXARKANA

LONGVIEW
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PEARLAND
MISSOURI CITY

SAN ANTONIO

AUSTIN

BASTROP

CONROE

CORPUS CHRISTI

Two senior gymnasts qualified to compete 
the all-around at U.S. Championships: all-
around winner Myli Lew of San Mateo Gym-
nastics, who scored a 51.550, and Dulcy Caylor, 
a local gymnast at World Champions Centre 
in Spring, Texas, who scored a 51.000.  Caylor, 
teammate of 2016 Olympic Champion Simone 
Biles, had a last-minute score adjustment from 
50.850, narrowly meeting the 51.000 threshold 
to qualify to U.S. Championships.  Another 
gymnast, Amelia Disidore, of Great American 
Gymnastics Express (GAGE), qualified to com-
pete three events at U.S. Championships: vault, 
uneven bars and balance beam. 

Lew won the uneven bars with a score of 
a 14.250 with a difficulty value of 5.700, while 
Disidore won vault with a score of 14.250, 
performing the most difficult vault at the 

American Classic (a double twisting Yurchenko 
valued at 5.0 difficulty value).  Malea Minton 
of GAGE won the balance beam with a score of 
13.300 and a difficulty value of 5.600, and Mi-
chelle Pineda of Metrox Gymnastics won floor 
exercise with a score of 13.050 and a difficulty 
value of 5.100.

Of note, Sunday’s competition marks the 
return of Kayla DiCello, 2020 Olympic team 
alternate and 2021 World Champion bronze 
medalist.  DiCello competed on balance beam 
(13.000) and vault (13.250), where she finished 
3rd and 4th, respectively.  DiCello competed 
her freshmen year at the University of Florida 
and recently made known her intention to 
return to elite gymnastics to vie for a spot at the 
2024 Olympics next year.

French elite gymnast, and 2019 European 

all-around champion, Melanie de Jesus dos 
Santos, who currently trains alongside Caylor 
and Biles at World Champions Centre, also 
“exhibitioned” two routines on Sunday: a beau-
tifully executed uneven bars routine (14.250) 
and a stellar balance beam routine (14.100).  
Due to Melanie’s French citizenship, her scores 
do not count for 2023 U.S. Championships 
qualifications, nor for medal purposes. Melanie 
is coached by Laurent and Cecile Landi, former 
French gymnasts who also coach Simone Biles 
and 2020 Olympian, Jordan Chiles.

Gymnasts who did not qualify will have one 
final chance to do so at the 2023 Core Hydra-
tion Classic (formerly U.S. Classic) in Chicago.  
Simone Biles along with 2020 Olympic Cham-
pions, Sunisa Lee and Jade Carey, are slated to 
compete at the Core Hydration Classic.

TRI CHIEM, SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

The top eight finishers in the senior division all-around 
competition at the 2023 American Classic. Lew, Caylor, 
Pineda, Avery Moll, Disidore, Evelynn Lowe, Milton, 
Brooke Pierson.
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the season, including a 14-2 
district record as Cinco won 
its first district title since 
2006 and went further in the 
playoffs than it ever had.

DeYoung was awarded 
one of the biggest honors of 
the team, being named Gold 
Glove of Class 6A.

DeYoung had a great 
junior year. He had a .960 
fielding percentage on the 
year, earning 24 putouts and 
85 assists to just five hours, 
turning 12 double plays in 
the process. DeYoung also 
hit for a .362 average, scor-
ing 49 runs out of his leadoff 
position after 46 hits on the 
season. He also drove in 18 
runs, hit seven doubles, two 
triples and one home run 
while stealing 29 bases on 34 
attempts.

Rutherford was the 
man at the heart of the 
order throughout his senior 
season and was at the helm 
of lots of their success as a 
team captain. 

Rutherford hit .325 on 
the year and led the team 
with eight doubles and 35 
RBIs while also tying for the 
team lead in home runs with 
six. He also stole 10 bases 
while defensively he had 
185 put outs, 27 assists and 

19 double plays while only 
committing six errors. 

He also had just a .41 
ERA in his six pitching 
appearances. In his two 
playoff starts, Rutherford 
pitched two complete 
games, including a com-
plete game shutout with 

12 strikeouts against Ridge 
Point to clinch Cinco’s first 
ever regional semifinal 
appearance, and a one-run 
complete game against 
state finalist Pearland in the 
regional semifinals. 

The two were the only 
ones that were named to the 

Super Elite Team from Katy 
ISD.

Langan named Assistant 
Coach of the Year

Katy’s Michael Langan 
was named an assistant 
coach of the year for his 
efforts in helping the Tigers 

to the Class 6A Region III 
Final last season. 

Langan, who has been 
with Katy since 2000, 
helped Katy to a 30-8-3 
record, reaching the Class 
6A Region III Final after 
finishing in third in district.

Katy went on an eight 

-ame winning streak in the 
playoffs, sweeping past 
Fort Bend Austin, Cy-Fair, 
Tompkins and Clear Springs 
before narrowly falling to 
Pearland in the regional 
final. It was the Tigers 
furthest run in the playoffs 
since 2006. 
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TYLER TYRE

Brock DeYoung throws to first base during an area round game between Cinco Ranch and Memorial at Cy-Lakes.
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