MOJO
SHOOTOUT
RETURNS THIS

WEEKEND
SPORTS | B1

VOLUME 111, ISSUE 1

KATY ISD TO HOLD OPERATIONS JOB FAIR

THE GREATER KATY AREA’S NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1912 B katytimes.com

Local, 5-Star
Heating & AC Service

2BVS

HOME EXPERTS

281-394-0031
GoBVS.com

TACLA11315E

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2023

Martinez resigns as head of Katy Area EDC

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

NEWS EDITOR

Katy Area Economic Development Coun-
cil President and CEO Chuck Martinez has
resigned his position in order, he said in an
interview, to pursue a new opportunity.

The resignation was effective Dec. 31.

“I provided advance notice that I would
not be seeking to renew my contract so I
could pursue a new career opportunity,”’
Martinez said. “The Katy area offers a solid
marketplace for global industries. It's been
an honor to serve and represent the commu-
nity working alongside boards, their mem-
bers and many outstanding professionals

“God’s plans
have a wonderful
way of presenting
themselves

when you least
expect it.”

> |
CHUCK
MARTINEZ

— CHUCK MARTINEZ

across the region.”

Martinez said he was not at liberty to
disclose details of his new position be-
cause they were being finalized. He said he

thought he would continue pursuing his
passion for community economic develop-
ment in his forthcoming role and hoped to
share the details soon.

“God’s plans have a wonderful way of
presenting themselves when you least ex-
pect it Martinez said.

In a statement, Katy Area EDC Chairman
Paul Kurt said the EDC accepted Martinez’s
resignation with regret, and wished him well
as he pursued other opportunities.

“Going forward, Angie Thomason and the
staff of the EDC will continue the important
work of the organization for the immedi-
ate future,” Kurt said. Thomason is office
manager and previously served as interim

president and CEO before Martinez joined
the EDC in February.

Martinez said the Katy Area EDC has a
wonderful role and purpose in advancing
the Katy economy. He said he hoped his
tenure has reinforced the EDC’s role.

As for the future, Martinez said he
thought of a scene from the 1975 movie
Jaws. In that scene, the police chieflooking
to hunt down a shark sees the shark for the
first time. He tells a boat captain that he will
need a bigger boat. Martinez said it’s the
same thing for Katy, in a manner of speak-
ing.

See MARTINEZ, page A3

American
Wire Group
to open Katy
distribution
facility

CONTRIBUTED AND
STAFF REPORTS

American Wire Group (AWG),
a Miami-based manufacturer
of wires, cables, equipment and
accessories for the electric utility
and renewable markets, plans
to open a national distribution
center in Katy.

It will be the company’s
third such location in addition
to others in Pennsylvania and
California. The Katy operation is
expected to open in early 2023.

The Katy facility, which will
be 205,000 sq. ft., is at 29921
Medline Lane. It will serve as the
company’s primary service center
for customers in the Central
and Southern United States. The
facility will bring 30 to 50 new
jobs to Katy over the next three
years, the company said in a
statement.

Vince Yokom, Waller County
Economic Development Part-
nership executive director, said
the building was constructed as
part of a spec building program
in which developers are given
incentives to build facilities even
though they do not yet have
tenants.

See FACILITY, page A3
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WILLOWFORK FIRE DEPARTMENT

The new year began with two fires for local firefighters to put out. This house fire occurred shortly after midnight on Jan. 1ata
home in the 2500 block of Verbena Bend in Jordan Ranch. Willowfork Fire Department Engine 83 and Battalion 80 assisted the
Fulshear-Simonton Fire Department in extinguishing the blaze. The Fort Bend County Fire Marshal’s office is investigating the

cause of the fire. Nobody was hurt.

National Fire Protection Association
urges prompt Christmas tree removal
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CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Nearly one-third (30
percent) of U.S. home fires
involving Christmas trees
occur in January. With this
post-holiday fire hazard
in mind, the National Fire
Protection Association en-

courages people to remove
Christmas trees from their
homes as soon as possible
if they haven’t done so
already.

For many people who
enjoy the look and feel of
Christmas trees in their
homes, this can be a tough

message to follow. However,
it’s important to impress
upon the public that Christ-
mas trees are large com-
bustible items that have the
potential to result in serious
fires. The longer they remain

See FIRE, page A3

HARRIS COUNTY ESD 48

An air conditioning unit at the Second Baptist Church West Campus, 19449 Katy Fwy., caught fire in the morning of Jan. 1,
with smoke filling nearby hallways. The Harris County ESD 48 Fire Department and Westlake Fire Department put out the fire.

Nobody was hurt.

paranormalcirque.com | 941.704.8572

HARRIS COUNTY

Cagle welcomes
first grandchild

as he departs
commissioners
court position

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER

NEWS EDITOR

Republican R. Jack Cagle lost his Harris
County Pct. 4 commissioner re-election
bid last year to Democratic challenger
Lesley Briones. But with endings come
beginnings, and in Cagle’s case, it came in
October with the arrival of his first grand-
son, Ryder Cagle.

“We're a little bit behind schedule for
some folks, but my
son is 32 and I actu-
ally did their wed-
ding ceremony Jan.
9,” Cagle said. “They
had to skip a week,
and then they went
on a honeymoon a
week later”

Their honey-
moon, Cagle said,
was driving along
and exploring the historic Route 66. They
returned with the new bride feeling ill.
They first suspected food poisoning, but
instead, it was a pregnancy.

“So little Ryder was born Oct. 15,
Cagle said. “Straight from getting married
to having a baby. That’s cool.”

Cagle’s departure after 11 years on
commissioners court gives the Democrats
a 4-1 majority on court. Incumbent Dem-
ocratic County Judge Lina Hidalgo and
Pct. 2 Commissioner Adrian Garcia won
their respective re-election bids. Pct. 3
Commissioner Tom Ramsey is the court’s
only Republican.

Cagle’s precinct was redrawn to
include Katy and much of western Harris
County following the 2020 census. Critics
of the redistricting plan, including Cagle,
said the redistricting was done in such a
way that Cagle would have a harder time
winning re-election.

Looking back, Cagle found it hard
to summarize all that happened on his
watch.

“The problem with that simple ques-
tion is that there are so many areas that
I've had the privilege of serving in that it
makes it more complex,” Cagle said. On
infrastructure, he said the completion of
state highways 99 and 249, along with the
expansion of the Hardy Toll Road and the
contact points, were highlights.

“To me it’s very exciting to get on 99
and to be able to drive all the way around
to Kingwood, and to realize when I first
started that that wasn’t happening,” Cagle
said.

Cagle said the county’s biggest chal-
lenging moving forward was managing its
growth.

“And there’s going to be also attached
to that the green space component,
because at some point you're going to run
out of land and we won’t have a place to
go,” Cagle said.

One program he was involved with,

JACK
CAGLE

See CAGLE, page A3
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Fort Bend County Sheriff’s office
awarded traffic safety grants

The Fort Bend County Sheriff’s office
has launched a comprehensive traffic safety
initiative, funded by a grant from the Texas
Department of Transportation, to address
increasing numbers of vehicle crashes and
fatalities in the county.

The Strategic Traffic Enforcement Pro-
gram (STEP) provides funding for qualified
traffic safety programs designed to reduce
traffic crashes and fatalities. The $124,990
grant will help the sheriff’s office deploy
more personnel and resources to actively
seek drivers who violate traffic laws, such as
speeding, distracted driving, DWI and seat
belt violations.

Sheriff Eric Fagan says the STEP grant
funds will be used to create safety initiatives
to help enforce traffic laws to improve public
safety within Fort Bend County in areas
where several crashes and fatalities have
been reported.

“It's simple, driving the speed limit and
wearing a seat belt can prevent injuries and
save lives,” Fagan said. “These much-needed
grants will increase our efforts of enforcing
traffic laws and keep our community safe,
especially now during the holidays.”

Cinco Ranch Branch Library adds new
programs for infants and families to
weekly youth activities

The Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620
Commercial Center Blvd., is adding several
new programs to its regular schedule of
youth activities.

Mother Goose Time is for pre-walking
infants from age 1-12 months. It is set for
10:15-10:45 a.m. Tuesdays. This activity
provides caregiver/infant multisensory
circle-time activities—including simple
sign language, folksongs and lullabies, and
finger plays—that are especially designed
to stimulate babies’ social, emotional, and
physical development through rhythm and
music. Attendance is limited and registra-
tion is required.

Stretches & Stories is for families with
children of all ages. It is from 4:30-5 p.m. Jan.
5 and Jan. 19. Families will enjoy stories, par-
ticipate in gentle yoga and dance, and learn
calming breathing techniques. Families may
bring yoga mats.

Family Game Night is from 6-6:45 p.m.
Jan. 9 in the meeting room. Families with
children of all ages are invited to play a vari-
ety of strategy and classic board games. Hear
tips and tricks to help advance skill levels.
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COMMUNITY

Family Build Night is from 6-6:45 p.m.
Jan. 23 in the meeting room. Families with
children of all ages will enjoy a fun-filled
building challenge using LEGOs and other
mixed materials during this free-play time.

Creative Connections are activities for
school-aged children in grades 4-8. It will
take place from 4:30-5 p.m. on the second
and fourth Thursday. The schedule of activi-
ties is as follows:

e Jan. 12—Hour of Code. Students will
learn about coding and improve their skills
by playing coding games. This activity will
take place in the computer lab.

e Jan. 26—Game Day. Students will explore

The Willowfork Fire Department will soon
take delivery of this fire truck. The 10-foot-1
tall, 37-foot 9.5 pumper is going through
its final tests before being put into service.
Left: A view of the interior in the new fire
truck. Pierce Manufacturing of Appleton,
Wisc., manufactured the truck.

WILLOWFORK FIRE DEPARTMENT

different strategy board games. This activity
will take place in the multipurpose room.

In addition to these new activities, the
library will continue to present its regular
schedule of free children’s programs—Fam-
ily Story Time, Pajama Night Story Time,
Kinder Korner, and After-School Breaks—
throughout January.

Family Story Time begins at 10:15 a.m.
and 11 a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays
in the meeting room. Families with children
of all ages will enjoy stories, songs and ac-
tion rhymes. Craft packets will be given out
at the end of each program, so that children
may take them home to enjoy. The schedule

Katy Optiks

Enhancing vision with style
701 S. Fry Rd. Ste. 125
Katy, TX 77450
281.492.1209

www.katyoptiks.com
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of Family Story Time activities is as follows:

e January 4-5-Colors

e January 11-12-Monkeys

e January 18-19-Baby Animals

e January 25-26-Dance Party

Pajama Night Story Time is an evening al-
ternative for families unable to attend during
the day. It is from 6-6:30 p.m. on the first and
third Thursdays. The themes will be “Colors”
and “Baby Animals.

“Kinder Korner: Back-to-School Activ-
ities” is from 4:30-5 p.m. Jan. 11. Kinder
Korner is a time for kindergartners to enjoy
stories, movies, crafts, and other activities.
This month, students will learn about freez-
ing weather and snow, and they will make
their own fake snow.

“After-School Break: Homemade Lava
Lamps” is from 4:30-5 p.m. Jan. 11 in meet-
ing room 2. This activity is for students in
grades 1-5.

These programs are free and open to the
public. For more information, or to regis-
ter for Mother Goose Time, see the online
calendar of “Classes & Events” at the website
fortbend.lib.tx.us.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS
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CLUES ACROSS 5. W. Asian country
1. Basics 46. Grotesque or bizarre
4. Swiss river 48. Delicacy (archaic)
7. Constrictor snake 49. Textile
8. Building occupied by 50. Denial
monks 51. Electronic data processing
10. Discount 52. Attempt
12. Deal a blow to
13. Relating to the ear CLUES DOWN
14. Thyrotropin 1. Engulf
16. Loud, unpleasant noise 2. Waterside hotel
17. Large intestines 3. Printed cotton fabric
19. Move with a curving 4. Defensive nuclear weapon
trajectory 5. One who follows the rules  f8s
20. Witnesses 6. Lace up once more
21. You need both to live 8. Fire byproduct ®
25. Dash 9. Hankerings 45
26. Network 11. Outer 5
27. Dig 14. One-time aerospace firm
29. C. European river 15. Seafood .51
30. Supplement with 18. Commercial
difficulty 19. Epoxy hardener (abbr.) 31. Kids programming
31. Corporate executive 20. Samoan monetary unit channel (abbr.) speech
32. Carroll O’Connor’s 22. Type of gland 32. Joked
onscreen wife 23. Arrest ’ .
39. No variation 24. Check 33. Helps little firms
41. Airborne (abbr.) 27. Past participle of be 34. Roman numeral 50
42. “Heidi” author 28. Alias 35. Impressive in size or action
43. Affirmative 29. A major division of scope
44. Pie _ __ mode geological time 36. Domineering leader
Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

37. A person who delivers a

38. One after 89
39. Young hawk
40. The scene of any event or

44. A team’s best pitcher
47. Integrated data processing

Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

tevel: intermediate
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Ellis to join Association of
Water Board Directors
Rick Ellis, Katy Area Cham-
ber of Commerce vice presi-
dent, is leaving that organiza-
tion to join the Association of
Water Board Directors. His last
day at the chamber is Jan. 13.
Ellis came to the chamber
in 2019 after serving as Katy
Area Economic Development
Council vice president.
According to its website,
the association was formed
in the early 1970s to promote
unity and education among
the various water districts in
Texas. The association is an
advocacy group for utility dis-
tricts and has more than 900
members. The membership
is made up of different types
of districts, including munic-
ipal utility districts (MUDs),
public utility districts (PUDs),
special utility districts (SUDs),

utility districts (UDs), and
water control & improvement
districts (WCIDs). Each of
these districts is governed by
at least a five-member board
of directors who live or own
property in the district that
they govern.

Levee Improvement
Districts (LIDs) are also
part of the association
membership. Its directors
are grass root public officials.
Consultants to the industry
also may join. Many of these
firms or departments of
firms that handle the day-
to-day operations of districts
are already members of
AWBD. This group is made
up of attorneys, developers,
bookkeepers, engineers,
operators, financial advisors,
auditors, and so forth.

The association headquar-
ters is in Houston.

Cuddle Buddies Rescue
seeking cat food, litter
donations

Cuddle Buddies Rescue
said it is seeking cat food and
litter donations to care for
all the cats and kittens they
have saved from Katy Animal
Control.

The organization has
complied a wishlist through
Amazon detailing the supplies
needed. To see the wishlist,
visit the website, the abbrevi-
ated URL for which is amzn.
to/3jHFT]r.

Items can also be pur-
chased at local retailers
and dropped in the Cuddle
Buddies Rescue donation box
at MKT Distillery LLC, 5373
1st St.

For more information, call
Cuddle Buddies Rescue at
832-594-7705.

Cuddle Buddies Rescue
is seeking cat food and
litter donations.

PEXELS

MARTINEZ

from page A1

CAGLE

from page A1

“I think there’s enormous
opportunities for the Katy
area,” Martinez said. “The
question is, can accommo-
date all the opportunities
that are coming?”

Martinez came to Katy

from the Brazos Valley
EDC. There, he worked
to attract and support
area businesses. Those
businesses included both
established and startup
firms considering Brazos

County. He previously
worked in economic
development in San Antonio,
Laredo, Beaumont and
Galveston. He also worked in
local economic development
in Alexandria, Va.

FACILITY

from page A1

“It makes us compete better,” Yokom said.

Michael Dorfman, American Wire Group
CEQO, said opening a Texas facility has been a
priority for his company.

“From this facility, we will be able to de-
liver products and services with shorter lead
times,” Dorfman said. “Our customers in this
region will benefit from having their orders
ready to ship within hours and continue
to complete projects on-time and within
budget. We pride ourselves on continually
improving our service and will now be able
to support our customers even faster.”

American Wire Group was established
in 2021. It provides products to the power
T&D, substation, solar, wind, battery energy
storage, and EV infrastructure markets.

Yokom described American Wire Group

“From this facility, we will be
able to deliver products and
services with shorter lead
times. Our customers in this
region will benefit from having
their orders ready to ship
within hours and continue to
complete projects on-time
and within budget. We pride
ourselves on continually
improving our service and will
now be able to support our
customers even faster.”

Cagle said, was buying drainage space
before developers come in and develop
their tracts. In this way, he said, the
drainage system would be better than
waiting until the developers putin a
patchwork system. Cagle said he believed
that drainage plans must handle at

least 20-25% more than what is being
anticipated.

On flood mitigation, Cagle said he and
others were working on what he described
as the “Dutch model,” in which old dikes
would be reinstituted on the Katy Prairie,
most of which is in Waller County.

“We pay landowners to keep the land
fallow and natural and we don’t develop
it and we've flooded whenever there’s
a flood, because you can store as much
water going a foot deep and a mile wide
as you can by going a mile deep and a
foot wide,” Cagle said. “So, digging the
big hole is really not going to be, I think,
the solution, but working with the nature
conservancies and working with Waller
County on the farmers and whatnot, that’s
what the Dutch do. They pay farmers to
allow them to flood, and the benefit is that
it’s free fertilizer, too. All that sediment that
comes in and replenishes the soil”

is a smaller company, but the company’s

opening a Katy facility shows the partner- — MICHAEL DORFMAN,

ship supports companies of all sizes. American Wire Group CEO

from page A1

in homes, the longer they To safely dispose of a sets that have loose con-

present a risk.

According to the latest
association winter holiday
fire data, 160 home structure
fires began with Christ-
mas trees, resulting in two
civilian deaths, 12 civilian
injuries, and $10 million in
direct property damage, on
average each year between
2015 and 2019.

Fresh Christmas trees,
which continue to dry out
and become more flammable
over time, are involved in a
much larger share of reported
Christmas tree fires than
artificial trees. Overall, fires
that begin with Christmas
trees represent a very small
but notable part of the U.S.
fire problem, considering that
they are generally in use for a
short time each year.

SERVICE

Christmas tree, the associa-
tion recommends using the
local community’s recycling
program, if possible; trees
should not be put in the
garage or left outside. The
association also offers these
tips for safely removing
lighting and decorations so
that they remain in good
condition:

o Use the gripping area
on the plug when unplug-
ging electrical decorations.
Never pull the cord to
unplug any device from an
electrical outlet, as this can
harm the wire and insula-
tion of the cord, increasing
the risk for shock or electri-
cal fire.

¢ As you pack up light
strings, inspect each line for
damage, throwing out any

nections, broken sockets or
cracked or bare wires.

« Wrap each set of lights
and put them in individual
plastic bags or wrap them
around a piece of cardboard.

o Store electrical deco-
rations in a dry place away
from children and pets
where they will not be dam-
aged by water or dampness.

Find out what all
your friends e

On Site Alterations

» SAME DAY < _~Lowest Prices in Town!

Cagle earned degrees from Rice Universi-
ty and the Baylor University School of Law in
the 1980s. He was a lawyer before becoming
a Harris County Civil Court-of-Law No. 1
judge. He served 11 years in that role. He was
appointed to commissioners court in 2011
and won re-election in 2014 and 2018.

“It’s not something that Ilearned, as
much as I experienced, which is the love
of serving people,” Cagle said. “The good
Lord had put my heart and desire to serve.
There are different ways you can do it. I did
it as a lawyer”

As for his future—besides enjoying time
with Ryder—Cagle said he will return to
practicing law.

“Well, you'll see me in Katy quite a bit
now that I'm going to be hanging out a
shingle practicing a little bit of law,” Cagle
said. “Before I became—actually, most
of the time while I was a judge—I was
a member of the Katy Bar Association.
You'll see me out there and here’s what I
tell folks: I'm going to be available for the
practice of law, but I've got a lot of experi-
ence, so I'll be a good lawyer, but I won't
be a cheap one. If you need a good lawyer
and you're not looking for a cheap one,
just knock on my door”
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Best 2023
resolution?
Get a pet

COVID cabin fever was
hitting me hard.

As a writer and communi-
cations consultant, I've long
worked from an office in my
home.

I'was used to working alone
at home, but COVID isolation
was pushing me beyond my
limits.

Family issues were also
weighing me down. My father,
then 87, was facing a series of
health challenges.

I'was on guard day and night,
waiting for a phone call to ask
me to help get him off the floor
because his legs were no longer
able to hold him.

Isolation and stress—and
constant worry about getting
COVID and passing it on to my
parents—were weighing me
down.

My oldest sister, Kathy, of-
fered what she thought was the
perfect solution to my woes:

“You need to get a dog,” she
said matter-of-factly one day.

I've always loved dogs and
routinely stop to pet any pup
who crosses my path. And I
still miss my childhood puppy,
Jingles, a sweet collie mix.

But I'd never considered
bringing a canine companion
into my home permanently.

I'm away from the house
too often, I told myself. I don’t
want to leave a dog isolated in a
crate. And I travel for work too
often.

But the truth is, I didn’t want
the responsibility. I wanted
to come and go and do as I
pleased.

Luckily, I woke one morning
sick and tired of the COVID
isolation.

“I'm getting a dog,” I said to
myself.

I contacted local rescue
shelters, assuming I'd have my
pick of dogs that day. But many
other people had decided to
get rescue dogs during the
pandemic, and, after six weeks
of trying, no shelter had replied
to my applications.

One Saturday, after I'd spent
hours calling and emailing
various places, I spotted an ad
for Labrador puppies that were
available in Punxsutawney. I
thought it might be a scam, but
it was legitimate.

Iwoke early the next day and
made the 90-minute journey to
pick out my puppy. Only nine

It was late December of 2020.

TOM
PURCELL
SPECIAL
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days old, five of the pups had
already been claimed. I had my
pick of four boys.

The first three wanted noth-
ing to do with me and thrashed
about uneasily in my arms.
But then I picked up the fourth
and he settled contentedly as
though he’d found his perfect
human.

He did. And I'd found my
perfect pup.

Thurber turned 2 on Christ-
mas Day, and throughout my
60 years, he’s one of the very
best decisions I ever made in
my life.

I didn’t realize how often
I'd not been laughing until
he came into my home. I still
laugh out loud at least five
times every day. (See some
reasons why at ThurbersTail.
com.)

I share this story for the sim-
ple reason that one of the best
things any human being can
ever do to benefit their mental
and physical well-being is to
get a pet.

The companionship, the
exercise, the pure joy of having
such a creature share life with
you is incredibly beneficial.
Several studies show this.

According to PsyPost, a
recent study finds that dogs
especially improve the health
and physical activity of elderly
dog parents.

Pets make us more empa-
thetic and more civil toward
each other.

And they certainly help us
escape from the never-ending
noise and stress of modern life
and bring us a peace and calm
that we badly need.

So as we wrap 2022 and head
into 2023, here’s one resolution
that you should strongly con-
sider: Get a pet!

Purcell, creator of the in-
fotainment site ThurbersTail.
com, which features pet advice
he’s learning from his beloved
Labrador, Thurber, is a Pitts-
burgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist. Email him at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.
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‘Let’s take a trip for the
holidays, they said

or years, I've watched friends
F and acquaintances take fam-

ily trips during the holiday
season to exciting locations like
Disney World, Hawaii, Colorado
and Cracker Barrel.

Until now, my family has been
content to snuggle up together
at home, enjoying traditional
celebrations that involve
exchanging gifts, candlelight
church services and severe
indigestion.

But not this year. For some
reason, my three teenage
daughters recently announced that
instead of receiving gifts, they want
to offer my wife and me the great
pleasure of taking them on a trip to
New York City.

At first, this didn’t sound like
such an unreasonable option.
After all, I've never experienced
the excitement of New York’s giant
rats or the thrilling risk of being
pushed in front of a subway train.
This plan would also relieve me
of the unending task of shopping
for my daughters’ numerous and
exorbitantly-priced Christmas gifts,
almost exclusively manufactured
by the Apple corporation.

Little did I know, however, that
a trip to New York City for a family
of five during the holidays costs
roughly the same as a decade of
traditional family Christmases at
home—maybe subtracting the
price of ingredients for Velveeta
dip.

JASE
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SPECIAL
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I also didn’t realize that one
doesn’t simply “go” to New York
City and wander around dodging
taxicabs and cowboys singing in
their underwear. Apparently, you
are required to book expensive
tickets to Broadway shows so you
can brag to your friends that you've
seen a musical that will probably
be featured on Disney+ in the near
future—if it’s not already there.

And then there are the dinner
reservations that must be made
days in advance in order to secure
a table at one of the really cool
restaurants (“cool” meaning “the
price of this meal will require
the sale of at least one kidney”).
Otherwise, my daughters tell me,
you'll have to resort to battling
rodents the size of schnauzers for
New York street food like pizza
slices and those hot dogs the
competitive eaters wolf down on
July 4 at a rate of around 7 per
minute. (Personally, I'd be ok
fighting the rats.)

Seriously, though, the expenses
involved with just planning
for the trip never seem to end.

For example, we spent several
hours at our local shopping mall
purchasing enough fleece gear to
prepare for an extended rotation at
an Arctic research station.

Of course, my daughters
insisted that we buy “fashionable”
designer clothing—in case we run
into a New York modeling agency
interested in a wide-eyed family of
Texans who have that “We usually
shop at Target, but now we're all
fancy cause we're in a big ol’ city”-
look. Besides, I hear that dad bods
are “in” right now.

After all of the itinerary
planning, shopping, ticket buying
and looking at photoshopped
images of New York online, I
told the girls that it feels like
we've already taken the trip.
Unfortunately for my bank
account, they still want to go.

The holidays will definitely be
different this year. I've second,
third and tenth-guessed the
decision to take this trip, but at
least we'll all be together making
memories. And if things get too
weird in the Big Apple, maybe I can
make a run to the closest Cracker
Barrel.

Graves is an award-winning
humor columnist from East Texas.
His columns have been featured
in Texas Escapes magazine, The
Shreveport Times, The Longview
News Journal, and The Kilgore
News Herald. Contact Graves at
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.
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Cirque Italia returning to Katy in January

AR S A

CIRQUE ITALIA)

A gravity-defying performer puts on a show at Cirque
Italia. The Cirque Italia show will be in this tent (right),
which will be in the Katy Mills Mall parking lot.

FUNERAL HOME

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945

(281) 391-2424
1508 East Avenue * Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B * Katy, Texas 77493

Katy Hardware
yor iim\“mm Hardware Store Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners

559 Pin Oak Rd.
281-391-3437 - Fax 281-391-6922

Katy, TX 77494

www.katyhardware.com

Katy Veterinary Clinic

Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. ¢ Lori Smith, D.V.M.

Hillary Barra, D.V.M. » Catherine Berry, DVM
Jessica Machala, DVM
W s 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
Open M-F 7-6 » Sat8-12 281-391-3169 * www.katyvetclinic.com

TRUE FIX reating

Lic #TACLB004843E"
Quality Service for over 42 Years

Living in KATY, Workingin  281=-392-9334
KATY & KATY Proud
www.truefix.com

“We're in Your Neighborhood and
We'll Be Here When You Need Us”
KEVIN DRURY
REFLECTIVE
E

’
=
EEN RGY SOLUTIONS
Control your commercial energy costs and know your options

17 years Electricity Contract Experience | 281-630-5895 | kevind@reflectivees.com
Local, Live and Professional
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Networking,
Upcoming Events,
& More Info
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Where Christian Businesses Meet

5-Star Service — Just What the Doctor Ordered
281-855-9300 « katygaragedoordoctor.com
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Help our ministry
transform lives. Give now
by scanning the QR Code.

ktcm.org
Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information
281-391-3141

KATY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES ‘

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Cirque Italia has pulled out all the stops
this year to take guests on a magical dream
adventure.

The shows are under the white and blue
big top tent at the Katy Mills Mall Parking lot,
5000 Katy Mills Cir. Dates and times for the
shows are as follows:

e Jan. 20, 7: 30 p.m.

e Jan. 21, 7:30 p.m.

e Jan. 22, 1:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

e Jan. 23, 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

e Jan. 24-28, 7:30 p.m. each night.

e Jan. 29, 1:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

e Jan. 30, 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Cirque Italia’s Gold Unit performers can’t
wait to take guests back to a time when hula
hoops and soda fountains were abundant,

Elvis Presley dominated the airwaves, greased

hair was all the rage, and street racing was a
parent’s greatest concern. This high-octane
show is guaranteed to captivate and engage
every kiddo and Daddy-O in the audience.

Cirque Italia is enforcing all recommenda-
tions set forth by the CDC and local munic-
ipalities. Every member of the Cirque Italia
family is committed to the health and wellness
of fans. As such, Cirque Italia has made certain
adjustments and accommodations to comply
with the safety guidelines set forth by local and
state officials. These adjustments and accom-
modations include some of the following:

« Restricted seating capacity.

« Socially distanced seating with visual
cues throughout tent.

» Mask mandate for anyone over 3 years of
age (available for purchase if needed).

o Increased number of hand sanitization
stations in and around tent.

o All common areas wiped down and
disinfected every 10-15 minutes.

To purchase tickets, visit the website
cirqueitalia.com, by phone at 941-704-8572,
or at the onsite ticket office the week of show.
Office hours are 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on non-show
days and 10 a.m-9 p.m. on show days. Tickets
are $10-$50.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
5610 LILAC STREET e 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON
FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD e 281-392-0637
ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR ¢ WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH
541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY e 832-782-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO
WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM e SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER © 281-391-2263
TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH
FRANZ ELEMENTARY e 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. ¢ 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH
MAYDE CREEK
2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD e 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR
KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK * 281-391-1100
COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF * 281-391-9199
VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. e 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 » 281-391-6673 ® WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM
PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
5819 10TH ST. o KATY, TX 77493 » 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. » 281-371-21-56
MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH
26700 FM 1093. * 281-346-2279 « WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,
West Campus
19449 KATY FREEWAY o 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR
TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD e 281-371-3900
RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. e KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 ¢ TRINITY-KATY.ORG
PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH
1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH e 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR
WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR e 281-492-3448
REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN

THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA

4142 DAYFLOWER » 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494
281-769-5544 « WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC
1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) e 281-578-0707
FR.TOM LAM
ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH

5356 ELEVENTH ST. » 281-391-4758

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR
ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

3311 N. FRY ROAD e 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR
ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 ¢ WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY ¢ 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD e 281-492-2693
REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. ¢ KATY, TX 77494 ¢ 281-201-6439
FATHER SYMEON KEES ¢ ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET e 281-391-7606
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST
6655 S. MASON ROAD » 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER
FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST
6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR
281-712-1492 ¢ FULSHEARCOC.ORG
FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ e 281-578-1897
DAVID FLATT
NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST
TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM
5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494
EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG * TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132
PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY
ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES
1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH » 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY » 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH
700 S. WESTGREEN s 281-398-6464 s CROSSROADKATY.ORG
PAUL GOEKE & MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTORS
LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD ¢ 281-392-2300
MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY » 281-391-0171
JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB -
WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.
281-395-0544 « NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET o 281-391-2121 o KATYFIRST.ORG
REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)
281-646-1903 o JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) ® 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR
ST. PETER’S
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. e 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1928 DREXEL » 281-391-0687 » 281-391-5439
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
1603 Norwalk ¢ 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER
NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF
LATTER DAY SAINTS
9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
3434 FRY ROAD » 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX e 281-769-4090
HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS e 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

. CIRQE ITALIA)
Cirque Italia is returning to Katy this month.

Cirque Italia believes multi-culturalism is
one of its strongest assets. The show features
performers from Argentina, Brazil, Romania,
and many other countries. Of course, these
incredible artists are preparing to wow guests
with their astounding acts. Master jugglers,
low wire fanatics, dazzling contortion, wild
trampoline antics, and even a wheel of death.

Cirque Italia’s mission is to provide
high-class entertainment suitable for all age
groups, where all are welcome at these strictly
animal-free shows!

Cirque Italia offers one free child admis-
sion with every full priced paying adult ticket
in levels 2 or 3. This offer cannot be combined
with any other offers, discounts, or deals.
Please call 941-704-8572 to get the promo
code for the Katy show.
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CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S * 713-705-4878
CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. * KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY
THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. ¢ 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW e 281-578-3535
DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION e 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD e 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR
THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-3950
WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG ¢ JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
GATEWAY CHURCH HOUSTON
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494
MEETS EVERY SUNDAY ¢ 9 AND 11 AM.

(713) 280 - 3636 * GATEWAYHOME.COM
GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE
SUN 9:30 & 11 AM ¢ GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. ® 281-345-1182 * JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY  281-222-4404
KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D © 281-391-7284 » 281-391-6855
MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD e 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY e 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR
LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING
346-704-1542
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET  281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR
POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD e 281-391-0095
G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E5TH ST, KATY  281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/
VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY
(346) 327-6362 * VENTUREKATY.COM
THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM ® THE ARK EVENT CENTER
21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY e 832-276-0600 ® KATYVINEYARD.ORG

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH
2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF » 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR
WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM ¢ SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM e THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM
THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH e 281-829-1175
ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D * 281-391-3310
HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA
10818 GASTON ROAD
281-392-0002
REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. ¢ 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR
GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD e 281-492-8520
REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD ¢ 713-461-0709
YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
1913 EAST AVENUE » 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST
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EDUCATION

Katy ISD student patients, visitors, and staff at Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital, 23900 Katy Fwy., can now enjoy artwork by some Katy ISD student artists.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

Katy ISD hosting operations
job fair Jan. 25

Katy ISD is hosting an operations
job fair from 5-7 p.m. Jan. 25 at Morton
Ranch High School, 21000 Franz Road.
The district is looking to fill positions in
food service, maintenance and transpor-
tation.

For more information, visit the web-

site, the abbreviated URL for which is bit.

ly/3UwrelK.

Katy ISD approves 2023-24
instructional calendar
Katy school trustees approved the
instructional calendar for the 2023-2024
academic year at their December meet-
ing. The calendar includes the following

highlights:

 Aug. 16, 2023: First Day of School

e May 17, 2024: Last Day of School for
Seniors

« May 23, 2024: Last Day of School

“Every fall Katy ISD seeks community
feedback for the development of future
instructional calendars,” Sherri Ashorn,
discipline and SHARS administrator,
said. “Through a community survey sent
out in November, participants provided
input indicating this calendar as the
favorable option.”

Two Katy-area graduates
make Centenary College Fall 2022
dean’s list

Savanna Arevalo and Jeffrey Borchert,
two Katy-area graduates, have earned

spots on the dean’s list at Centenary
College in Shreveport, La.

Centenary College of Louisiana is a
selective, residential, national liberal arts
college affiliated with the United Meth-
odist Church. Founded in 1825, it is the
oldest chartered liberal arts college west
of the Mississippi River and is a member
of the Associated Colleges of the South.

—CONTRIBUTED REPORTS

Students and staff at Jenks Elementary won first place
in the Texas-wide fundraising initiative for B.I.G. Love
Cancer Care. They did this by raising nearly $5,000
that will go towards purchasing necessities, groceries,
comfort items, toys and meals for families of children
with cancer.
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Katy wins thriller
over Seven Lakes

Tigers hang onto
lead in District 19-6A

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Katy continues to find a way.

No matter the situation they
find themselves in, no matter
the circumstance, the Tigers
have found a way to win.

The Tigers have ridden that
fighting spirit through district
and even through a weeklong
break at Christmas. That fight
was needed once again on
Tuesday as Katy attempted to
maintain its lead at the top of
District 19-6A.

The Tigers found a way once
again. Despite trailing after
each of the first three quarters
against Seven Lakes, Katy put
together a strong fourth to
finish the game 54-49 winners
over the Spartans in a thrilling
game that Katy knew would be
a back and forth affair.

“From the beginning of the
season we have known that the
games against Tompkins and
Seven Lakes would be battles,”

WEEK OF JANUARY 6

Katy head coach Shanna Marhofer talks to her team in a Huddle during Tuesday's game

between Katy and Seven Lakes at the Seven Lakes gym.

said senior forward Lyric Barr.
“We were ready coming into
this game. We knew it would be
tough to shut down the Carlton
sisters but we knew if we played
together we could beat them

all as a team. We just played so
together tonight and it made us
better than any single player”

It took every player from
Katy both defensively and
offensively. On offense, the
Tigers pushed the ball in tran-
sition and tried to get on the

fast break as much as possible.
Defensively, it was all about
helping each other, as Katy
strayed away from their usual
zone and went man to man to
limit the length and size of both
Justice and Madison Carlton for
Seven Lakes.

“We knew that we would
have to go man tonight with the
post play that Seven Lakes has,”
said Katy head coach Shanna

See BASKETBALL, page B3
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Nyla Wold shoots a three-pointer during Tuesday's game between Katy and Seven Lakes at the Seven Lakes gym.

SCORES &

SCHEDULES

Friday

« Cinco Ranch vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.
+ Jordan vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.

« Katy vs. Taylor, 7 p.m.

« Paetow vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.

Tuesday

« Taylor vs. Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.

« Jordan vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.

+ Katy vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.

« Paetow vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL

Saturday

« Seven Lakes vs. Cinco Ranch, 1 p.m.
« Morton Ranch vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.

« Taylor vs. Katy, 7 p.m.

« Tompkins vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.

Wednesday

« Cinco Ranch vs.Taylor, 7 p.m.

« Mayde Creek vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.

« Tompkins vs. Katy, 7 p.m.

« Morton Ranch vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER

Friday

« Jordan at Woodlands Tournament

« Katy vs. Tomball, 7 p.m.

« Morton Ranch at Bear Branch Tournament

« Paetow at Fort Bend Austin, 7 p.m.

« Seven Lakes at A&M Consolidated
Tournament

Saturday

« Jordan at Woodlands Tournament

« Morton Ranch at Bear Branch Tournament
« Seven Lakes at A&M Consolidated
Tournament

Tuesday

» Cinco Ranch vs.Taylor, 7 p.m.

« Mayde Creek vs. Jordan, 7 p.m.

» Tompkins vs. Katy, 7 p.m.

« Morton Ranch vs. Paetow, 7 p.m.

BOYS SOCCER

Thursday-Saturday
« All Katy ISD schools at Mojo Showcase

Tuesday

« Taylor vs. Cinco Ranch, 7 p.m.

« Jordan vs. Mayde Creek, 7 p.m.

« Katy vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.

« Paetow vs. Morton Ranch, 7 p.m.
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TYLER TYRE

Tompkins'Jose Ramos cuts inside during a District 19-6A game against Mayde Creek at Rhodes Stadium.

Mojo Showcase tournament
returns with strong boys field

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Soccer season is back and
with it comes one of the big-
gest boys tournaments in the
state in the Mojo Showcase.

The tournament, hosted
by Katy ISD, brings together
great teams from throughout
the state, all of which will
come together this Thurs-
day-Saturday to compete at
Katy ISD high schools and
both Rhodes and Legacy
Stadiums.

The annual tournament
was renamed in 2016 to hon-
or Tompkins head coach Tom
Jones daughter, Morgan, who
died in August 2015 follow-

See M0JO, page B3

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Seven Lakes forward Daniel Ejerenwa (11) heads the ball toward goal while
working against Plano midfielder Cristian Cifuentes (24) during the Class 6A
boys state semifinal between Katy Seven Lakes and Plano on April 15, 2022
in Georgetown, Texas.

Jaguars crush
Texans in
Houston's final
home game

of season

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Sunday was an ugly final home game
for the Texans in this 2023 season, cap-
ping off what has been an ugly season at
home for Houston.

The Texans fell to the Jaguars 28-3 at
NRG Stadium, falling to 2-13-1 on the sea-
son in a game where Houston was never
in it from start to finish.

“They just played a lot better than we
did today,” said Texans head coach Lovie
Smith. “We had been playing better foot-
ball but that wasn’t the case today in all
three phases. We didn'’t tackle defensively
and we didn’t move the ball or get in the
endzone offensively. We just weren’t
ready to play on the same level we needed
to be.”

Things went wrong from the open-
ing drive, as Jeff Driskel was stuffed on
a fourth-and-one in Houston territory,
giving the Jaguars a short field to work
with. Jacksonville made no mistakes and
marched 45-yards in eight plays before
scoring on a 5-yard run by Jamycal Hasty
to take the lead.

The Texans and Jaguars traded punts
twice after that before the Texans punt-
ed once again in the second quarter.
Jacksonville finally made them pay, as
Travis Etienne ripped off a 62-yard run
for a touchdown before Tyson Campbell
recovered a strip sack of Davis Mills and
returned it for another Jaguars touch-
down just a minute later on the Texans
next drive.

“It’s tough,” Mills said. “You get here
and you expect to have a chance to win
every week, but it’s been a struggle this
year. The record doesn’t show how tal-

See TEXANS, page B3

12 BV'S There’s a New Way to Replace your Air Conditioner!

HOME EXPERTS No money down ® No Install fees ® No maintenance costs

No repair charges for LIFE! e No financing (doesn’t affect your credit)
One low monthly subscription gets you a brand new system!

CALL US TODAY to sctedute a

We will give you an exact quote on how much you can save in your home.

* Being an approved contractor for the local utility energy efficiency program does not constitute an endorsement
by the Public Utility Commission of Texas or your local utility company. Expires 1/31/2023.
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=8l BUSINE:!
BBEEB. USINESS

Local owners
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Texas Tech tops Ole Miss in dominant Texas Bowl play

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

There was a lot of talk this week heading
into the Texas Bowl about the run game and
defense of Ole Miss.

The Rebels were third in the nation
in rushing heading into the game, and it
seemed to be something they would be able
to exploit against a Texas Tech team that had
defended well against the pass but struggled
at times against the run. And Ole Miss’ de-
fense that went up against tough SEC teams
seemed to be set up to be able to have an
answer for the Texas Tech offense.

But the Red Raiders flipped the script on
that narrative on Wednesday night, as it was
Texas Tech that were the aggressors both in
the run game and on defense as they ground
and pound to a 42-25 win over Ole Miss in
the Texas Bowl at NRG Stadium to end Joey
McGuires' first season with the team on a
very high note.

“There’s been some special moments
in my career, and this is one of them,” said
Texas Tech head coach Joey McGuire. “To
be able to finish this off with the guys, it was
so special because when you're a new coach
coming in somewhere and doing things
different it takes buy in and acceptance and
they gave that to us from day one. They play
every game so hard and it shows that they
believe in what were doing and they love
each other. Tonight showed that.”

Tech’s defense made its presence felt
from the start, forcing a turnover on downs
on Ole Miss’ first possession. The Red
Raiders then moved the ball down the field
but gave the ball away on an interception by
Tyler Shough in the endzone.

But after another turnover on downs by
the Rebels, Shough made up for his mistake,
running in a 2-yard score to give Texas Tech { . 3T :
the lead. Ole Miss came back to tie things PHOTOS BY SCOTT W, COLEMAN
up, going 75-yards on five plays and scoring
on a Zach Evans 8-yard run, but Tech re-
gained the lead on its next possession when

Texas Tech quarterback Tyler Shough (12) carries the ball for a first down during the TaxAct Texas Bowl on Dec. 28, 2022 in Houston.

Trey Wolff nailed a 42-yard field goal late in overs in the half, two coming from intercep-  into the fourth quarter leading by 13. great spots with how they played,” Shough
the first quarter. tions and one coming from a fumble while The Tech offense finally broke through said. “We just were able to capitalize on that
Tech’s defense continued to excel, forcing  they also forced three turnovers on downs. early in the fourth, as SaRodorick Thompson  when the defense helped us and our run

an interception on the next drive and after “We knew coming into this game that made things a three possession game by game really stepped up. The o-line played
the Tech offense turned the ball over on they had a good offense and some great running in a 4-yard touchdown to cap offan ~ so well and had a great game and we just
downs, the Red Raiders did it again, with backs,” said Marquis Waters, a senior safety. ~ 11-play 71-yard drive and the Tech defense played through them.”
Marquis Waters returning it back inside the “We knew how explosive they were and we forced their eighth turnover of the game on Shough, who was named the game's MVP
10-yard line to set up the Red Raider offense.  had to be at our best today. We tried to force  the next possession, as Ole Miss fumbled after passing for 242 yards and a touchdown
Shough took advantage, runningin a2-yard  them to throw the ball and it worked. We inside the Texas Tech 10-yard line to give the =~ while running for 117 yards and two touch-
score, before Trey Wolff added another stopped the run and it just forced them out Red Raiders the ball back. But Ole Miss con-  downs, announced he was returning for his
field goal later in the half after yet another of their comfort zone. tinued to try to get into things, scoring on a final year of eligibility after the game. The
turnover on downs by Ole Miss gave Tech Ole Miss came out with momentum to 9-yard Dart run, forcing a fumble through Red Raiders end the year with an 8-5 record,
the ball back. start the second half. Tech was forced to the endzone for a touchback as a Tech player their best record since 2013. With the talent
And the Red Raider defense wasn’tdone  punt and then the Rebels put together a was coming close to the endzone. The Ole Texas Tech is returning the future only looks
either, as they forced a fumble inside Ole 10-play 80-yard drive that culminated in a Miss offense came right back down the brighter as well.
Miss territory and recovered, setting the Jaxson Dart 11-yard pass to Jordan Watkins. field, scoring on a 19-yard touchdown pass “Having this momentum going into the
Tech offense up with a short field, Shough Things seemed to be heading even more in from Dart to Malik Heath making things a offseason is so big,” McGuire said. “You play
led the team on a 5-play 37-yard drive that the Rebels' way after they forced a missed 10-point game. along season to get to here and this was the
ended with a 12-yard touchdown pass from field goal, but a punt gave the ball back to But Tech again had the answer, as Loic guys' reward. Our guys had such a great time
Shough to Jerand Bradley as Tech took a Tech. Tech promptly fumbled and gave the Fouonji scored on the ensuing onside kick at-  this week and to cap this off with a win was
26-7 lead into half time after dominating the  ball back to Ole Miss but the Red Raider tempt, returning it 44 yards to seal the game.  so great. It builds that positive momentum
first half. defense came up huge once again, forcing a “We just took advantage of our opportu- heading into spring. You build your young
In total, Texas Tech forced three turn- turnover on downs as the Red Raiders went nities and the defense put us in alot of really ~ players and reward your seniors this way.”

Above: Texas Tech head coach Joey McGuire holds the TaxAct Texas Bowl champions trophy after beating Ole Miss 42-25, on Dec. 28,
2022 in Houston. Right: Mississippi linebacker Troy Brown (8) is flagged for targeting on a helmet-to-helmet hit on a sliding Texas Tech
quarterback Tyler Shough (12) during the TaxAct Texas Bowl on Dec. 28, 2022 in Houston.

AP=X

EXECUTIVE SUITES

Your Productivity is Your Business. Your Convenience is Ours.

Apex Executive Suites have been designed to stand apart for ~ With a plan that’s sure to be right for you, Apex delivers
their aesthetic beauty, their practical application, and for their  top-shelf business solutions to support the success of remote
functional integration within the busy suburban lifestyle. and mobile workers, business travelers, and project teams.

APEX Executive Suite Amenities Include:

- Staffed Reception Area « Complimentary Coffee Bar, Snack &
« Copy / Scan / Fax Access Drinks
« High Speed Internet  Conference Rooms & Day Office

« Community Lounge & Kitchen Area  Rental

Call or Drop In today for a Tour of Our Suites!

Katy 25807 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy, TX 7494 [i O
Sugar Land 18726 University Blvd., Sugar Land, TX 77479 ©
Conroe 1135 Grand Central Pkwy., Conroe, TX 77307

ApexExecutiveSuites

ApexExecutiveSuites.com « 281-363-1336
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Marhofer. “Justice is so good
at finding those gaps in the
zone and reading the game
that we knew we couldn’t do
that. We helped wherever
we could on her but Brianna
Nelson made Justice work
for every single basket she
got. Everyone knew their
role and executed it. We
pressured the guards, front-
ed the post, boxed out — it
was a complete team effort”

Seven Lakes led by six
after the first quarter and
by three at halftime. The
Spartans' lead was trimmed
to two heading into the final
quarter and that’s when the
Tigers really started to take
over, clamping down on
defense and finding ways to
score out on the break.

Katy seems to have
different contributors every
game and on Tuesday it was
Ella Robinson who stepped
up down the stretch, making
two clutch baskets and scor-
ing six of her 10 points in the
final frame.

“She was so composed in
such a big situation,” Mar-
hofer said. “Ella is such a
competitive kid and we rec-
ognized that she could get
to the rim every possession
that she wanted to. I was
just telling her to read the
situation and be aggressive
going to the rim. She had an
attack mentality and went at
the rim. She finished so well
around the rim tonight and
played phenomenally.”

Katy had four players fin-
ish with double digit points,
as Nyla Wold had 14 points,

TYLER TYRE

Justice Carlton drives baseline during Tuesday's game between Katy and Seven

Lakes at the Seven Lakes gym.

Barr had 12 points, Robin-
son had 10 and Nelson also
finished with 10.

It was the Tigers 15th
straight win on the year
as they improve to 7-0 in
district play. The Tigers face
Taylor Friday before taking
on Tompkins next Tuesday
in a matchup that could po-
tentially decide the district
champion.

“Some teams think they
can lock down one or two
girls and that’s it, but were
so unique because we have
so many people that can all
attack and score,” Robinson
said. “This team doesn’t have
aweakness because if one of

us is off, there’s always anoth-
er to pick them up. We're so
well rounded and that’s why
we're going to keep going.”

KATY 54,
SEVEN LAKES 49

Points: (K) Nyla Wold 14;
Lyric Barr 12, Ella Robinson 10,
Brianna Nelson 10, Ashlynn
Alexander 7; (SL) Justice Carlton
22, Madison Carlton 17, Caitlyn
Quintero 4, Shreya Jategaonkar
4, Lenore Hudspeth 2;

Halftime: SL 23-20;
3-pointers: (K) Wold 2, Nelson,

Alexander; Records: (K) 21-1, 7-0;

(SL) 9-12, 3-4;

MO0JO

from page B1

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Katy Taylor's Isaac Morales #9 heads the ball during Regional Quarterfinal soccer playoff, Seven Lakes vs Katy Taylor at Rhode
Stadium.

ing a year-long battle with
cancer. Mojo was Morgan’s
nickname, consisting of the
first two letters of her first
and last name and the tour-
nament is used each year to
remember her strength and
fight.

Every Katy ISD school
will compete in the tourna-
ment. They will be joined by
very strong ranked teams in
Region Il including Ridge
Point, Klein Forest, Memo-

rial, Strake Jesuit, Clements,

Bridgeland and North Shore.

Seven Lakes comes into
the year ranked as the top
team in the greater Hous-
ton area by Lethal Enforcer
Texas High School Soccer,
as the Spartans carry high
expectations, bringing
back a wealth of talent after
finishing last season in the
state semifinals.

Tompkins is ranked No.
5 in the Houston area, while

Cinco Ranch is ranked No.
13 and Jordan is ranked No.
19.

The full schedule and
results from the tournament
can be found online at sites.
google.com/katyisd.org/
tompkins-mens-soccer/
mojo-showcase/2023-mo-
jo-showcase. For more in-
formation on Morgan Jones
life, legacy and a way to give
to fight childhood cancer, go
to mojosmiracle.com.

coverage fr

JUST $35.00

corner
OR
® Call 281-391-3141
OR

Tx 77492-0678

oﬁ the /

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR
er YEAR!

® Go to KatyTimes.com and click the SUBSCRIBE button in the top-right

@ Mail your name, address and payment to Katy Times, PO Box 678, Katy,

THE KATY TIMES 83
THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2023

.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Texans linebacker Ogbonnia Okoronkwo (45) stops Jaguars running back JaMycal Hasty (22) in the backfield for a loss
during an NFL game between the Houston Texans and the Jacksonville Jaguars on Jan. 1, 2023 in Houston. The Jaguars

won, 31-3.

TEXANS

from page B1

ented this team is. We have found ways to
fight and play teams really close all season
long — we just haven’t finished games.”

The Texans got the ball back and punt-
ed once again, but the Houston defense
finally came up with a big play on the next
drive, when Desmond King intercept-
ed Trevor Lawrence and returned it in
Jacksonville territory to set the Houston
offense up with good field position.

But in the end it didn’t matter, as the
Texans wasted the opportunity, turning it
over on downs in the redzone, as the Jag-
uars defense came up with another stop.

Jacksonville took a 21-0 lead into the
second half after holding Houston to just
94 yards of total offense, as the Texans
averaged under three yards per play in the
first half, while the Texans run defense
continued to struggle as Etienne ran for
over 100 yards in the first half, averaging 12
yards per carry.

“Etienne is a good running back and
he’s been playing really good ball,” Smith
said. “But our job is to get him down —
guys like him are going to get to the second
level and when that happens you have to
tackle. We just had too many missed tack-
les and you can’t have that. That’s what run
defense is about is making those tackles.”

The Jaguars picked up where they left
off quickly in the third, as they went on
an 11-play, 75-yard drive to open the half
before Snoop Connor made things 28-0 on
a 3-yard run. The Texans finally responded
after that, going 37 yards on seven plays
before Ka'imi Fairbairn hit a long, 56-yard
field goal to get Houston on the board.

The Jaguars went to their backups as

the third quarter was coming to a close,
and Jacksonville was still able to drive
down the field with ease but were even-
tually kept out of the endzone when Jalen
Pitre recorded his fifth interception of the
year. But once again, the Texans offense
responded with a turnover on downs, the
team’s third of the day. The two teams
went back and forth in the fourth quarter
until the Jaguars added to their lead on a
53-yard field goal to cap off the Jaguars win
as the Texans offense could do nothing the
rest of the way.

“They played us well — in the run game
and in the pass game they made things
difficult for us,” Mills said. “We just have
to find ways to continue to make plays.
Maybe if I could have hit a couple more
passes down the sideline when they were
open it helps us, but we missed opportuni-
ties. We have to find a way to play well for
four quarters and have a chance to win at
the end”

Davis Mills finished with 202 yards
through the air on 18 of 34 passing and was
also the team's leading rusher, running for
33 of the Texans' 79 yards on the ground.

Houston ends the season without a
home win, losing seven and tying one.
They will travel to play the Colts next week
in search of just their third win overall,
hoping to put a bright spot on what has
been an otherwise disappointing season.

“Our play just was not good enough in
any part of the game,” Smith said. “That
starts with me as the head football coach
and I have to be better. We have one more
chance to get this bad taste out of our
mouth and we need to do that next week”

One of the BEST training rides in Texas

SATURDAY, MARCH 4 2023 @

Waller County Fairgrou nds | 22000 Fairground Road, Hempstead

We are partnering with Waller County to ensure a safe ride!

WE NEED SPONSORS! P
Visit our website for available e a I I l e
sponsorship opportunities!

Do you have a business or company
that would be interested in reaching
1500-1800 riders from all over the
state of Texas?

Pedaling the Prairie has many
opportunities ilable

2022 EVENT SPONSORS

Keystone Structural Concrete LLC,

The Athlete Stop, Alphagraphics-Kty,
Chamois Butt'r, Community Coffee,
GU, TREK Bikes, Brookshire Brothers,
No Label Brewery, The Pickle Juice
Company, Dogtopia, Tour de Braz Ride,
Wild Cycler, Martha Turner Sotherby's
International Realty, and Scholars &
Scoundrels Bar & Restaurant

ER

RAIRIEAR

Register Online at PedalingThePrairie.org
7:00 AM  Registration Opens ,Complimentary Breakfast
8:30 AM  Ride Begins
11:00 AM Post Race Party Begins, Complimentary Lunch and Beer
Course Closes
Entry Fees (per rider): $40 before FEB 7, $45 after FEB 7, $50 Day Of Race,

First 500 registrants recieve a FREE Dri-Fit!

facebook.com/@thekatytimes

||

FIND US ON

f FACEBOOK
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Display Ads ....... Friday noon

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com
to place your ad today!
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LOTS AND ACREAGE ece € PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
Puzzle Answers
LAND 4{6[7)11[2|3]9]|5]8
FORSALE | o1 T T o511 13 NOTICE OF LOCATION OF NOTICE OF LOCATION OF
3708 4TH ST. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
srooksHRE™X 43| [ 3|9 506718 142
50X 140, §70K Notice is hereby given that the street address of the Notice is hereby given that the street address of the
713-208-6542| | 81514121619} 7|3 |1 istrat e ) |
administrative office of Fort Bend County Emergency administrative office of Harris County Emergency Services
1(3(917(5[4]8|2]|6 Services District No. 2 is Willowfork Fire Station, 24655 District No. 48 is District Administration Building located
YuuR 7121601318|1105191|4 Westheimer Parkway, Katy, Texas 77494. at 21201 Morton Road, Katy, Texas 77449.
51713]8|4|6]2|1]|9
6111219|3|7]14|8]|5
3 NOTICE OF LOCATION OF INVITATION TO BIDDERS
9l4(8]5]1(2]3]|6]7 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors,
YuuR . N s wlalcTalo Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be
N I c I Alplal s Notice is hereby given that the street address of the electronically received, until 2 p.m. Local Time, Thursday,
WAY 3 D RlalLll |alN]S administrative office of Fort Bend County Emergency F}fbrl;gry 2‘;% zoAzé and then({)ublicl};o;}sned and read at
ices Distri lis2l hei P K the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main
® L : E IN : i : E ierv1c;s7451gtrlct No. 1is 21055 Westheimer Parkway, Katy, St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 for “Elyson Ph 5 & 6
exas . RS » :
Mitigation West 2 Landscape”, Harris County, Texas. In
Find out 2 : E|R — /F: /; addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above,
what Sl s N E ulsla you n;lay view thefpublic opening of seale}cli Bids via Zoom.
. . Join the meeting from your computer at https://swagroup.
s s
all your e E- Annual Report Public Hearin zoom.us/j/8408644870.
friends FIEJAIRIS Scheduled Ianuary 23,2023 Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited
are talklng IN - : 2 Z The Katy Independent School District will conduct a public to, the COFSUT“CHO% ff zlprinkler irrigation, grading,
about c Llelo hearing for the 2021-2022 Annual Report on January 23, grassing, planting, and landscape maintenance.
I sl Y|E|n 2023. The hearing will be held during the regularly Bids received after the closing time will not be considered.
scheduled meeting of the Katy ISD Board of Trustees at A MANDATORY  pre-bid conference will be held
950 950 5:00 p.m. in the Katy ISD Administration Building at 6301 'Ihur sday, January 19th, 2023, at 2 p.m. Local Time,
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES South Stadium Lane. via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at

Application has been made
with the Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a

= Texas
katﬁﬁmes
Package Store Permit by Jason

Follow us on
Facebook for Snyder of J&B Manifest
easy access to Companies, LLC, dba The

Liquor Cabinet to be located
at 23927 FM 529, Suite 300,
Katy, Harris County, Texas.
Co-owners of said company

I3 THEKATYTIMES

are Jason Snyder and Brandy

0 Snyder.

PUBLIC NOTICES

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors,
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be
electronically received, until 3 p.m. Local Time, Thursday,
February 9th, 2023 and then publicly opened and read at
the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main
St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 for “Elyson Crescent
Park”, Harris County, Texas. In addition to the opening of
sealed Bids at the address above, you may view the public
opening of sealed Bids via Zoom. Join the meeting from
your computer at https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870.

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not
limited to, the construction of sprinkler irrigation, grading,
grassing, planting, overlook structure, concrete trail, kayak
dock, and landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered.
A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held
Thursday, January 19th, 2023, at 3 p.m. Local Time,
via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870. Attendance by
each prospective bidder or its representative at the pre-bid
conference is MANDATORY, and no Bid will be opened
unless the bidder or representative was present at the
pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7)
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the
Contractor. Ifa certified or cashier’s check is provided, the
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address,
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt019.
Bidders must register on this website in order to view

Texas Education Code 39.306 requires each school
district’s board of trustees to publish an annual report that
includes the Texas Academic Performance Report, campus
performance objectives, a report of violent or criminal
incidents along with prevention and intervention policies,
information received from the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, the district’s accreditation status,
and the progress towards goals set for early childhood
literacy and math proficiency as well as college, career,
military readiness.

and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge
to view or download documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted
through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding
process except time of submitting a Bid. The successful
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District
and result in the best and most economical completion of
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors,
Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be
electronically received, until 2 p.m. Local Time, Thursday,
February 9th, 2023 and then publicly opened and read at
the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main
St., 6th Floor, Houston, Texas 77002 for “Elyson Blvd
Section 3 Landscape”, Harris County, Texas. In addition
to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above, you may
view the public opening of sealed Bids via Zoom. Join the
meeting from your computer at https://swagroup.zoom.
us/j/8408644870.

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited
to, the construction of sprinkler irrigation, grading,
grassing, planting, and landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered.
A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will be held
Thursday, January 26th, 2023, at 2 p.m. Local Time,
via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870. Attendance by
each prospective bidder or its representative at the
pre-bid conference is MANDATORY, and no Bid will
be opened unless the bidder or representative was
present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7)
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the
Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address,
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt111.
Bidders must register on this website in order to view
and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge
to view or download documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted
through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding
process except time of submitting a Bid. The successful
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District
and result in the best and most economical completion of
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870. Attendance by
each prospective bidder or its representative at the pre-bid
conference is MANDATORY, and no Bid will be opened
unless the bidder or representative was present at the
pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the
Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and
provide the required insurance certificates within seven (7)
days after the date Contract Documents are received by the
Contractor. Ifa certified or cashier’s check is provided, the
successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address,
the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four
(24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and
obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt114.b.
Bidders must register on this website in order to view
and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge
to view or download documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted
through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on
this website in order to submit a Bid and Bid Security and
there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this
website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and
to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or bidding
process except time of submitting a Bid. The successful
bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the
Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District
and result in the best and most economical completion of
the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated
if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to
comply with a requirement of that subchapter.
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ADVERTISE OR SUBSCRIBE

TODAY! 281-391-3141

ACREAGE

AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in
Texas. Hill Country — Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher,
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South
Texas - Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties - whitetail,
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde — whitetail,
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION

45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, EI Campo Livestock
Exchange, EI Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females,
cattlemansale.com.

VACATIONS/TOURS

Bob’s Baseball Tours — DC Cherry Blossom Tour:
Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast
Tour: Aug. 18-27,2023, home games at Yankees, Red
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League
World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach
transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text
507-217-1326.

GENERATORS

Prepare for power outages today witha GENERAC
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next power outage:
1-855-704-8579.

Log Homes —Pay only the balance owed. Just Released:

American Log Homes is assisting estate & account
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000;
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi,
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com;
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — [ Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! [ PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Houston picked second in AAC;

3 Cougars earn preseason honors

STAFF REPORT

The University of Houston baseball
team was selected to finish second in the
American Athletic Conference Preseason
Coaches Poll, the conference announced
Wednesday.

The Cougars earned 39 votes from the
conference's head coaches behind only
East Carolina who had 49. Houston beat out
UCEF for second place as the Knights tallied
38 votes in third. The full poll can be seen
below.

Along with the Cougars' second-place
nod, junior catcher Anthony Tulimero,
redshirt senior shortstop Ian McMillan and
junior third baseman Zach Arnold were
selected to the Preseason All-Conference
Team.

McMillan, a Scottsdale, Ariz. native, was
a unanimous selection after a standout sea-
son in 2022. He finished the season batting
.302 and was second on the team in home
runs (10). The 2022 Brooks Wallace Award

Katy

Semifinalist closed out his 2022 campaign
with 40 runs, 64 hits and 40 RBI and was

a unanimous selection to the Preseason
All-Conference team.

Houston's backstop, Tulimero, returns

for another season leading the Cougars.

A 2022 Buster Posey Collegiate Catcher

of the Year semifinalist, Tulimero led the
conference in runners caught stealing with
23 while also leading the team in batting
average (.326) and hits (76). During the
2022 season, the California native had 21
multiple-hit games and posted 44 runs,

39 RBI, 11 stolen bases and a .994 fielding
percentage.

Arnold, the Cougars starting third base-
man, was also selected to the Preseason
All-Conference team. The California native
was a 2022 Gold Glove Finalist and the
American's lone third baseman with one
or no errors in 160-plus chances. Arnold
posted a .283 batting average in 2022 with
44 runs, 65 hits, 10 home runs, 45 RBI and
nine stolen bases.

Times
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COURTESY UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON ATHLETICS

Anthony Tulimero, lan McMillan and Zach Arnold were chosen

to the preseason All American Athletic Conference team.
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PRESEASON

COACHES POLL
East Carolina (7) 49
Houston 39
UCF 38
Tulane 26
Wichita State 24
South Florida (1) 21
Cincinnati 19
Memphis 8

First-place votes in parenthesis

Preseason Player of the Year
Brock Rodden, Jr., 2B, Wichita State

Preseason Pitcher of the Year
Carter Spivey, Sr., East Carolina*

Preseason All-Conference Team

P - Ben Vespi, Jr., UCF

P - Carter Spivey, Sr., East Carolina*

P - Dylan Carmouche, Jr,, Tulane

P - Cameron Bye, Jr,, Wichita State

RP - Kyle Kramer, R-Sr., UCF

C - Anthony Tulimero, R-Jr., Houston
1B - Ryan Nicholson, R-Jr., Cincinnati
2B - Brock Rodden, Jr., Wichita State*
SS - lan McMillan, R-Sr., Houston*

3B - Zach Arnold, R-Jr,, Houston

OF - Jacob Jenkins-Cowart, So., East Carolina*
OF - Drew Brutcher, Jr., South Florida
OF - Chuck Ingram, Jr., Wichita State
DH - Payton Tolle, So., Wichita State
* denotes unanimous selection

Call 281-391-3141

or visit www .katytimes.com
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INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors, Harris County
Municipal Utility District No. 171, will be electronically received, until 2:30 p.m.
Local Time, Thursday, February 9th, 2023 and then publicly opened and read at
the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main St., 6th Floor, Houston,
Texas 77002 for “Elyson Section 41 Landscape and Park”, Harris County, Texas.
In addition to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above, you may view the
public opening of sealed Bids via Zoom. Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870.

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited to, the construction
of sprinkler irrigation, grading, grassing, planting, hardscape construction and
landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A MANDATORY
pre-bid conference will be held Thursday, January 26th, 2023, at 2:30 p.m.
Local Time, via ZOOM. Join the meeting from your computer at
https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870. Attendance by each prospective bidder
or its representative at the pre-bid conference is MANDATORY, and no Bid will
be opened unless the bidder or representative was present at the pre-bid
conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check,
acceptable to the Owner, in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total
amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the Contract
and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the required insurance
certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received
by the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful
bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original certified or cashier’s
check within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from
www.CivcastUSA.com: search NWCt109. Bidders must register on this
website in order to view and/or download specifications, plans, soils report, and
environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in
compliance with Owner’s Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding
Rules and all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted through
www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this website in order to submit a
Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on
this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract
Documents may be accepted, executed or agreed to through the use of an
Electronic Signature, as defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and
irregularities in bidding or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid. The
successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder which in the Board’s
judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and
most economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply
to this Bid and the Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if
the Contractor knowingly or intentionally fails to comply with a requirement
of that subchapter.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Electronic Bids addressed to Board of Directors, Harris County Municipal Utility District No.
171, will be electronically received, until 2:30 p.m. Local Time, Thursday, February 2nd, 2023 and then
publicly opened and read at the offices of SWA Group Landscape Architects, 712 Main St., 6th Floor,
Houston, Texas 77002 for “Elyson MHV and FM 529 Landscape”, Harris County, Texas. In addition
to the opening of sealed Bids at the address above, you may view the public opening of sealed Bids via
Zoom. Join the meeting from your computer at https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870.

Scope of Work for the Contract includes, but is not limited to, the construction of sprinkler irrigation,
grading, grassing, planting, hardscape construction and landscape maintenance.

Bids received after the closing time will not be considered. A MANDATORY pre-bid conference will
be held Thursday, January 19th, 2023, at 2:30 p.m. Local Time, via ZOOM. Join the meeting from
your computer at https://swagroup.zoom.us/j/8408644870. Attendance by each prospective bidder or its
representative at the pre-bid conference is MANDATORY, and no Bid will be opened unless the bidder
or representative was present at the pre-bid conference.

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or a certified or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner,
in an amount not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as a guarantee that the successful
bidder will enter into the Contract and execute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide the
required insurance certificates within seven (7) days after the date Contract Documents are received by
the Contractor. If a certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful bidder shall deliver, at the bid
opening address, the original certified or cashier’s check within twenty-four (24) hours of receipt of the
bid opening.

Copies of the bidding documents may be reviewed and obtained from www.CivcastUSA.com: search
NWCt213. Bidders must register on this website in order to view and/or download specifications,
plans, soils report, and environmental reports for this Project. There is NO charge to view or download
documents.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s
Order Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must
be submitted through www.CivcastUSA.com. Bidder must register on this website in order to submit a
Bid and Bid Security and there is no charge to submit Bids and Bid Securities on this website.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that the Contract Documents may be accepted,
executed or agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as defined by and in accordance with
Owner’s Electronic Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids and to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding
or bidding process except time of submitting a Bid. The successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible
bidder which in the Board’s judgment will be most advantageous to the District and result in the best and
most economical completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552, Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the
Contractor agrees that the Contract can be terminated if the Contractor knowingly or intentionally
fails to comply with a requirement of that subchapter.

BUSINESS SERVICES

Find out what al your
*Trends or fulking chou
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TEETH DIRECTORY

WINDOW SCREENS

POSTNET

One-stop Shop for Business Services Needs

i

Full-Service Packing
Printing-Signs & Shipping

Mailbox Rentals
& More!

Design
Services

Q 24600 Katy Fwy, STE 834 Katy, TX77494  (© 713.900.9100

Conviently Located by DICK'S Sporting Goods in Katy

HOME RESTORER P&G

ROOFING EXPERTS

LOOKING FOR A BALANCE BETWEEN TIME, INCOME, AND JOB?

Home Restorer P&G, seeks perseverant
and compromised people to be part of
our Sales Force Department.

Bilingual (Spanish) is a plus.

YOU'LL TAKE CARE OF THE CLIENTS.
WE’'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU!

ENGLISH: (346) 307-0607 | ESPANOL: (346) 719-1915

assistance@homerestorerpg.com
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Katy grad Robertson signs
to play at Henderson State

BY TYLER TYRE

SPORTS EDITOR

Former Katy graduate Axel
Robertson signed to play football
at Henderson State University,
transferring after a year at Navarro
Junior College.

Robertson was Katy’s kicker

Katy Mayor Dusty Thiele (left) congratulates
Katy graduate Axel Robertson on signing to
continue his football career with Henderson
State University.

RORY ROBERTSON

TOWNE LAKE

during the 2021 season in which
they reached the state semifinals
and won the District 19-6A
championship.

Robertson helped Navarro to
a 6-4 record and 5-2 conference
record as a freshman. Navarro
reached the Southwest Junior
College Football Conference
Semifinals this year, losing a
heartbreaker to New Mexico
Military Institute, 24-23 to end the
Bulldogs season.

Robertson was primarily used
as a kicker in his freshman year
although he did have a few punts

as well. He made four of his nine
field goals on the season, good for
44% overall, with a long of 36 yards,
while making 33 of his 37 extra
points, nailing 89% of his extra
point tries and totaling 45 points
on the year.

Robertson only had two punts
on the season, totaling 89 yards for
an average of 44.5 yards per punt.
Robertson joins a Henderson
State team that competes in
Division IT in the Great American
Conference. The Reddies went 8-3
overall last season, including 5-1
at home.

HOUSTON METHODIST

in Katy and West Houston

EMERGENCY CARE

KINGSLAND BLVD. ﬁ

KATY

CINCO RANCH

IS our priority.

HOUSTON

Methalist

WEST HOSPITAL

HOUSTON METHODIST

WEST HOSPITAL

;|

WEST HOUSTON

WESTPARK TOLLWAY

Visit houstonmethodist.org/katy-west
to find a Houston Methodist doctor
or location near you.

BINGLE RD.

MEMORIAL CITY

T

VOSS RD.

MEMORIAL GREEN ﬁ

WESTHEIMER RD.

MEMORIAL

PRIMARY CARE

PRIMARY AND
SPECIALTY CARE

EMERGENCY CARE

Convenient Locations — Close to Home

Houston Methodist is growing to meet the needs of our community. We offer a
full range of care across Katy and West Houston, including:

= Primary and specialty physician offices, imaging, labs and physical therapy
= Easy to access emergency care and transfer to Houston Methodist

West Hospital, should you need it

A team of experts using the newest technologies
Personalized care tailored to your unique needs

And, with enhanced safety measures in place, you can rest assured your safety

Find a Location

NEAR YOU
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